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Dedicated to my brother Dave, who made the world
a better place through his humor and creativity.

To my grandson Elvis, whose love for The Varmits helped
me see it was time to give Dave’s story a new life.

Special Thanks to:

Rex, who led the way for our family when we needed it most.
Gary, whose musical talent and humor continues to inspire me.
Jack, for your vision and help in seeing this book through.
Moira, for the many reviews and edits.

Sheila Morris, for your guidance and counsel.

Paula, for your unwavering support.

Garrett, Katheryne, Austin, Mary, Gabby, and of course Elvis, | love you.
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because varmits are children

who are not polite.
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When it comes to manners,
theydont have any. =
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She wont say Thank You'
and hates to Say “Please”
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Dinner time finds her ver rude.
Her arms are oh the table

14



|\ \



" He cheats at dames
he likes to play.
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‘Though he knows the rules,
he will cheat anyway.




She will always try to
take cuts in jine,
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and you will never see
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You cant play with his toys

because he hates to share.
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By readmg this story i not hard totell
that varnits do not get along very well.
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Tt is also veryeasy to see,that a Varmi ' %

is someone you would not want to be.
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If vou are kind &4
dnd treat others like a frnend
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" there’sa good chance they
will want to play again. 5
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When you ask with a please
and offer to Share,
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you will make pals
almost anywhere :
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About the Author & lllustrator

Dave Lamb was born in 1952. At an early age, showed a
talent for drawing, painting, and all things related to the
creative arts.

In his teens, he wrote and illustrated three children’s
books. The Varmits was his last. Sadly, Dave passed
away at age 18 before illustrations for The Varmits were
complete.

Dave’s identical twin, John, has now completed The
Varmits in the unique style that Dave and John created
together.



About the Co-lllustrator

Among his many roles in life, father, artist, author and
animator, John Lamb is now a grandfather and remains a
working artist.

As identical twins, John and Dave collaborated on all
their projects. Raised in a family of scrapbookers, John
carefully kept all of Dave’s work. Recently, John shared
the original black and white copy of The Varmits with his
grandson, Elvis.

Seeing Elvis’ love for The Varmits, John realized it was
time to finish Dave’s work. This full color book is for
Elvis, and you.

John won an Academy Award® in 1979 and an Emmy®in
2024 for achievements in Technology and Engineering.
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Original lllustrations by Dave Lamb




The Varmits' Secret Search
* There is a lady bug on every page. Can you find it?
» Who do you think is the lady bug’s best friend?

* How do the animals and insects respond when the children
act like varmits?

* Do the animals and insects look happy when the children are
happy?

» Who is your favorite character in the story?

» What is the frog trying to catch?

* Does the frog ever catch the fly?

* If you had a friend who acted like a varmit, what would you
do?

* Who do you think has more fun? Varmits? Or children who are
kind, share and have manners?
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