
 

2022 Primary Election Summary – Tennessee 

On August 4th, Tennessee Democrats and Republicans chose their candidates for the 2022 

general election.  Governor Bill Lee will be on the ballot against Democratic candidate Dr. Jason 

Martin in the only state-wide election of the year. All members of the Tennessee Congressional 

delegation, Tennessee House of Representatives, and half of the Tennessee Senate are also up for 

reelection. Districts were redrawn in January after the 2020 census showed population changes. 

While the Tennessee Senate remained largely unchanged, the US House Districts were redrawn 

to account for a large influx in population in Middle Tennessee, and two new districts were 

drawn in the Tennessee House of Representatives, one in Sumner County and the other in 

Rutherford County. Below is a summary of notable outcomes from the primary election. All 

results from the primary can be found here. 

In addition, Tennessee will soon have a new Attorney General. Under the Tennessee 

State Constitution, the Attorney General and Reporter is selected by the Tennessee Supreme 

Court and serves an eight-year term. The Supreme Court has received six applications and will 

conduct interviews on August 8th and 9th at the Nashville Supreme Court Building. The term for 

the new Attorney General will begin on September 1st. 

 

US House Changes  

• District 1 Congressman Diana Harshbarger faced no Republican opposition in her second 

election. She will face Democrat Cameron Parsons and two independents in the general 

election in November. 

• Incumbent Republican Tim Burchett will face Democrat Mark Harmon in the District 2 

general election. Neither candidate had primary opposition. 

• In District 3, incumbent Chuck Fleischmann defeated challenger Sandy Casey in the 

Republican primary and will face Democratic candidate, Meg Gorman, and two 

Independents in the general election. 

• District 4 incumbent Scott DesJarlais was unopposed in the Republican primary. He will face 

Democratic primary winner, Wayne Steele, and several independent candidates in the general 

election. 

https://elections.tn.gov/results.php


• After two decades in office, Congressman Jim Cooper announced his retirement from office, 

opening up the newly drawn 5th Congressional District to candidates from both parties. The 

crowded Republican primary was won by Maury County Mayor Andy Ogles. Ogles will face 

Democrat State Senator Heidi Campbell and several independents in the general election. 

• After facing no primary opposition, incumbent Republican John Rose will face Democratic 

candidate, Randal Cooper, the general election for the 6th Congressional District. 

• In District 7, Republican Congressman Mark Green, who faced no opposition in the primary, 

will seek re-election against Democratic candidate Odessa Kelly, and Independent Steven 

Hooper in the general election.  

• The 8th Congressional District Republican primary had a crowed ballot, but concluded with 

incumbent David Kustoff securing the nomination. He will face Democrat Lynette Williams 

and two independents in the general.  

• Democrat Steve Cohen again secured the Democratic nomination in the 9th Congressional 

District primary. He will face Republican Charlotte Bergmann, and three other Independent 

candidates in November. 

State Senate Landscape 

• This year all odd numbered districts in the Senate are up for re-election. 

• All incumbents of these districts won their primaries, with a particularly tight race emerging 

in Williamson County resulting in incumbent Senator Jack Johnson’s reelection over 

challenger Gary Humble with just under 52% of the vote. 

• The newly drawn Senate District 1 was left open by the retirement of Senator Mike Bell.  

House Representative Mark Hall left his House seat to pursue the Republican nomination for 

the Senate seat, but was defeated by Adam Lowe. Lowe will face Democrat Patricia Waters 

in November.  

• Another seat left open by retirement was Senate District 19, formerly held by Senator Brenda 

Gilmore. Charlane Oliver succeeded in securing the Democratic nomination for this seat over 

a crowded ballot of challengers and will face Republican Pime Hernandez in November. 

• In District 31, newcomer Republican Brent Taylor faced no primary opposition for the seat 

formerly held by retiring Senator Brian Kelsey.  He will face Democrat Ruby Powell-Dennis 

in the general election. 

 

State House Landscape 

• All members of the TN State House are up for re-election this year. Twelve House members 

announced their retirement this session leaving their seats open, and two new House seats 

were drawn, totaling fourteen open seats this election.  In the closest House race, incumbent 

Representative Paul Sherrell of District 43 prevailed over primary challenger Bobby 

Robinson by just 73 votes, according to the current unofficial count.  In addition, two 



incumbent members lost their reelection bids. In District 20, Republican Bob Ramsey lost his 

seat to primary challenger Bryan Richey. In District 40, Republican Terri Lynn Weaver was 

defeated by Michael Hale.  

• New Seat Races: 

o One of two newly drawn House seats is District 13 in Rutherford County. Robert 

Stevens won the Republican nomination for this seat and will face Jeff Crum in the 

general.  

o The second new seat is in Sumner County District 35 and will be held by Republican 

William Slater who faces no general election opposition. 

• Open Seat Races: 

o After Representative Eddie Mannis announced his retirement after one session, 

Knoxville Councilmembers Janet Testerman and Elaine Davis squared off in the 

Republican primary. Elaine Davis won the nomination and will face Democrat 

Gregory Kaplan in the General Election.   

o Representative Mark Hall ran for and lost the nomination for Senate District 1 to 

Adam Lowe, leaving his House District 24 open this election.  Kevin Raper won the 

Republican primary for this seat and has no competition in November. 

o District 32 had been represented by Representative Kent Calfee, but after his decision 

to retire after the 2022 session, Monty Fritts received the Republican nomination and 

will face Jan Hahn in the November election. 

o Nashville area Districts 52 and 59, represented by Representative Mike Stewart and 

Representative Jason Potts, were both left open after the two decided to retire. District 

52 will be represented by Democrat Justin Jones, as he faces no general opposition, 

and Democrat Caleb Hemmer will face off against Republican Michelle Foreman in 

November for District 59. 

o Williamson County also saw two retirements from Representative Brandon Ogles and 

Representative Glen Casada in Districts 61 and 63, respectively. Republican Gino 

Bulso will face off against Democrat Steven Cervantes in District 61, and Republican 

Jake McCalmon will challenge Democrat Kisha Davis for District 63. 

o District 67 was left open upon the retirement of Representative Jason Hodges. 

Tommy Vallejos won the Republican nomination and will face Democrat Ronnie 

Glynn in the general. 

o Republican Representative Michael Curcio retired and left office after the 2022 

session. Representative Brian Ragan was appointed to fill the District 69 seat, but did 

not run to hold it permanently. Republican Jody Barrett and Democrat Candie Loreeta 

Hedge won their respective primaries and will face Independent Leonard Ladner in 

the general.  

o Kip Capley won the Republican nomination for District 71, formerly held by David 

Byrd, and will face Democrat David Carson in the general in November.  



o District 75 will be represented by Jeff Burkhart after the retirement of Representative 

Bruce Griffey and there are no Democrats on the general ballot.  

o Longtime House member, Curtis Halford, also announced his retirement this session 

leaving his seat open for Republican Brock Martin to face off against Democrat 

Thomas Jefferson in November. 


