
PIPESTONE CONSERVATION
& ZONING OFFICE

 " T O  P R O M O T E  C O N S E R V A T I O N  O F  N A T U R A L
R E S O U R C E S  T H R O U G H  E D U C A T I O N ,  T E C H N I C A L

A S S I S T A N C E ,  &  S T E W A R D S H I P . "

Staff  From Left  to Right:  Lance Wheeler ,  Laura DeBeer ,  Nicole

Schwebach,  Mel issa Rosendahl ,  Daniel le Evers ,  & Ky le Kr ier

WHO ARE WE?

The Conservat ion and Zoning off ice

works jo int ly  with the USDA Natural

Resources Conservat ion Serv ice to

instal l  conservat ion pract ices and

provide technical  ass istance to

producers who are wi l l ing to

improve their  operat ions and the

land by el iminat ing pol lut ion and

runoff  concerns.

The Pipestone Conservat ion and

Zoning Off ice was created by the

merger of  the Pipestone Soi l  and

Water Conservat ion Distr ict  (SWCD)

and Pipestone County Zoning &

Envi ronment off ice.

 

The Conservat ion & Zoning off ice is

overseen by both the SWCD Board

of Superv isors  and the County

Commiss ioners.
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Pictured: An example of a field with severe erosion

and deep gullies.

Pictured: An example of a field showing a newly

constructed waterway. 

There 's  st i l l  some t ime left  to

 get your t ree orders in  for  the

upcoming spr ing plant ing season.

Tree nursery stock and avai labi l i ty

disappear fast  especial ly  after

the f i rst  of  the year.  Talk  to

Nicole for  order inquir ies!   

 

TREES!  TREES!  TREES!
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EROSION ISSUES? WE
CAN HELP WITH THAT!

We provide free technical  ass istance to

al l  landowners to address any eros ion

concern or  issue you may have on your

farm. This  f ree serv ice includes conduct ing

a s i te v is i t  and having conversat ions with

you to determine the best  management

pract ice for  your s i tuat ion whether i t  may

be construct ing a waterway,  a sediment

control  basin ,  or  another conservat ion

pract ice.  Cost-share is  usual ly  avai lable

for  these types of projects.  We also

provide free survey/design work and a

cost-est imate on any project and wi l l  work

with you and your contractors to ensure

your project is  completed to i ts  ent i rety.  

Interested in becoming a

Minnesota Agr icultural  Water

Qual i ty  Cert i f ied Farm? Contact

Daniel le Evers in  our  off ice to

learn more or  to f i l l  out  an

appl icat ion!
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2021  OUTSTANDING
CONSERVATIONIST
OF THE YEAR

Last  year 's  recipient of  the Outstanding

Conservat ionist  of  the Year Award was

Michal  and Laur ie Fruechte and their

f ive sons and their  wives:  Br ian and Kim

Fruechte,  Just in and Crissa Fruechte,

Ty ler  and Al issa Fruechte,  Jacob and

Sarah Bierstedt ,  and Adam Bierstedt.

Michael  and Laur ie Fruechte fami ly

have had a very long history of  car ing

for their  land whi le adding res i l iency to

their  farming operat ions.  They have a

divers i f ied crop and l ivestock

operat ion,  rais ing corn,  soybeans,

alfalfa-grass mixtures ,  annual  forage

crops,  cover crops and nat ive pastures.

The l ivestock enterpr ises are beef,

cow/calf ,  sheep and custom fed hogs.  

Michael  has been act ively  farming,  (which

includes his  century fami ly  farm) s ince 1992

and has s ince added his  5 sons and their

wives in var ious ways to the farm

operat ion,  jo in ing them in l ivestock,  crop

farming and seed product ion ventures.

Fruechte Farms act ively  works on

implementing soi l  health pract ices and

partnered with the SWCD to conduct a soi l

health assessment to evaluate how no t i l l ,

cover crops,  and crop divers i ty  enhances

soi l  health to create res i l iency.  With

introducing no-t i l l  pract ices and cover

crops,  Fruechte Farms has not iced an

increase in organic matter  and water

inf i l t rat ion and a decrease of eros ion from

wind and water.  Michael  and Laur ie

Fruechte have become increasingly

concerned about soi l  health and weather

changes and have been cont inual ly

adapting the farm business as wel l  as

adopting soi l  health pract ices to be more

resi l ient  in their  farming operat ions.

“I  FEEL A SENSE OF

STEWARDSHIP AND WANT

TO CONTINUE TO LEAVE A

LEGACY FOR OUR NEXT

GENERATIONS”.

- MICHAEL FRUECHTE

Pictured: Michael &

Laurie Fruechte 
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   A couple of years ago our off ice decided to introduce a “Soil  Health Assessment”  for

producers interested in soi l  health.  This  new free serv ice offers  in  f ie ld test ing 

of common soi l  health indicators such as inf i l t rat ion,  compaction,  soi l  st ructure,  and 

s igns of bio logical  act iv i ty .  An opt ional  soi l  health soi l  sample is  a lso avai lable for  those

making changes to soi l  health pract ices.  I f  interested,  cal l  our  off ice and one 

of our  technicians wi l l  l ine up a t ime to meet you out in your f ie ld.

   The Seasonal Riparian Area

Management Program (SRAM)  k icked

off  th is  past  fal l .  Th is  new voluntary

program br ings a different perspect ive

and an innovat ive way to pasture

management;  ut i l iz ing 6-month deferred

grazing methods along r ipar ian sources

in order to promote water qual i ty

conservat ion and l ivestock health.

Landowners enrol led into th is  program

wil l  receive $80 per acre per year for  a

per iod of 10 years and are el ig ible to

ut i l ize cost-share dol lars  to ass ist  in

enhancing their  pasture.  E l ig ibi l iy  for

th is  program is  current ly  l imited to

landowners with pasture in the

Pipestone,  Spl i t  Rock,  or  Mound Creek

Watersheds.  Contact our  off ice to learn

more about th is  new program and to see

if  you are el ig ible.

   The Minnesota Department of

Agr iculture is  adding a cover crop

option to their  ex ist ing Nutrient

Management Init iative Program (NMI) .

Th is  new program goes beyond regular

f inancial  ass istance.  Cover crop on-

farm tr ia ls  are an opportunity  for

farmers to work di rect ly  with t rusted

agr icultural  crop advisers  to evaluate

how cover crops can f i t  into their

exist ing operat ion.  The outcomes of

these tr ia ls  can be tai lored to each farm

and can include y ie ld comparisons of

the main crop as wel l  as measurements

of cover crop biomass and addit ional

qual i tat ive and quant i tat ive assessments

of soi l  propert ies.  The Pipestone SWCD

i s  excited for  the opportunity  to work

with producers and crop advisors

ass ist ing in answering quest ions and

reviewing tr ia l  act iv i t ies.  Farmers and

crop advisors  are compensated for  each

f ie ld t r ia l ;  $1 ,000 per year for  farmers

and $500 per year for  crop advisors  for

a total  of  3 years.

WHAT'S NEW?
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Increase Inf i l t rat ion 

Reduce ponding and runoff

Less plant st ress dur ing dry months

Improve soi l  st ructure

Increase water holding capacity

Increase trackabi l i ty

Reduce compaction 

Increase microbial  act iv i ty

Increased nutr ient cycl ing & avai labi l i ty

What wil l  a  healthy soi l  do for  you?
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HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS
WASTE COLLECTION

As a reminder ,  the Household

Hazardous Waste and Recycl ing

Center located at 718 4th Street NW

in Pipestone is  open every

Wednesday from 7:00-3:00 .  and is

f ree for  P ipestone County res idents

to drop off  o ld appl iances,

e lectronics ,  and other household

hazardous waste products.  Vis i t  our

website to v iew a l is t  of  accepted

items we wi l l  take.  

Pictured:  Trevor Er ickson,  

Sol id Waste Technician

SEPTIC SYSTEM GRANT
DOLLARS AVAILABLE

Do you have an outdated,  fai l ing sept ic

system that could be contaminat ing your

ground water? We have grant funds

avai lable,  up to $10,000.00 per system ,

for  low income rural  landowners in

Pipestone county to help with the costs

of replacing these fai l ing systems and

improving the qual i ty  of  our  water.

To see i f  you qual i fy ,  v is i t  our  website to

v iew the appl icat ions with the income

l imits  and detai ls  of  the grant ,  or  cal l  us

and we can discuss the guidel ines with

you.  
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ADDRESS: 119 2ND AVE. SW, SUITE 13 

                      PIPESTONE, MN 56164

PHONE: 507-825-1185

WEBSITE: HTTPS://PIPESTONESWCD.ORG

FACEBOOK: @PIPESTONESWCD

Stop by our off ice anyt ime. We are

open every weekday from 8:00-4:30.

We'd love to chat with you to discuss

your conservat ion concerns and

needs.  Have an idea? Tel l  us ,  and we

may be able to f ind a way to

implement i t !

Check out our  website,  jo in us for

our monthy Board meetings every

2nd Thursday of the month unless

otherwise advert ised,  or  f ind us on

social  media!

DON'T MISS OUT!

AVAILABLE TO RENT!

 1 0 '  G R E A T  P L A I N S  N O - T I L L  D R I L L
&  1 0 '  B R I L L I O N  S E E D E R

Minimum: $50

$10/acres

Minimum: $150

3-5 acres:  $200

6-10 acres:  $300

11+ acres:  $30/acre

Rental  Rate:  

Rates to have us do

the work for  you:  
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