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A  S H O R T Thought on Parshiyos Netzavim-Vayelech 
 אתַּםֶ֨ נצִּבִָ֤ים הַיּוֹם֙ כּלְֻּכםֶ֔

You are all standing here today…(29:9) 

Parshas Netzavim begins with a puzzling statement: You are 
standing here today. Surely they were standing there, for if they 
were not there - then where were they? What could this possibly 
mean?

Rashi offers a powerful interpretation based on a Medrash, 
 וּמִדְרַשׁ אַגָּדָה: למָּהָ נסִמְכְהָ פרָָשׁתַ אתַּםֶ נצִָּבִים לַקְּלָלוֹת? לְפִי“
 שֶׁשׁמָּעְוּ יִשׂרְָאֵל מֵאהָ קְלָלוֹת חסָרֵ שׁתְַּיםִ חוּץ ממִ"ט שֶׁבּתְוֹרַת כּהֲֹנִים,
 הוֹרִיקוּ פְנֵיהםֶ וְאמָרְוּ מִי יוּכַל לעַמֲֹד בָּאֵלּוּ? התִחְִיל מֹשׁהֶ לְפַיּסְםָ —
 אתם נצבים היום, הרְַבּהֵ הכִעְסַתְּםֶ למַָּקוֹם וְלֹא עָשׂהָ אתִּכְםֶ כְּלָיהָ
 Says the Midrash, Why is the section of ,והַרֲֵי אתַּםֶ קַיּמִָים לְפָנָיו
Netzavim placed next to the curses [written in Parshas Ki Savo]? 
Once the Jewish people heard 98 curses, their faces turned pale. 
They said, “Who can survive these?” Moshe began to appease 
them by saying, “You are all standing here today. Often you have 
angered Hashem - but He has not destroyed you, and you remain 
before Him.”

The Jewish people may misbehave. Often enough we may deserve 
quite the ‘potch’. Yet here we are. “וְאףַ־גּםַ־זֹ֠את בּהְִֽיוֹתםָ֞ בְּארֶֶ֣ץ 
 Even ,אֹֽיְבֵיהםֶ֗ לֹֽא־מְאסַתְִּ֤ים וְלֹֽא־געְַלתְִּים֙ לכְַלּתֹםָ֔ להְָפרֵ֥ בּרְִיתִ֖י אתִּםָ֑
[if we sin, Hashem promises] when you are in enemy lands, I will 
not be disgusted of you, I will not be repulsed by, I will not 
destroy you, and I will never sever our relationship.” Hashem’s 
love for us remains eternal. 

Famously, the Ponovezher Rav, R. Yosef Shlomo Kahaneman, 
once approached the Arch of Titus, a monument depicting the 
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Thank You Parents! 

It was an incredible honor and 
privilege to meet the amazing 
parents of Ohr Shlomo Yeshiva 
High School this week at our 
Orientation and Meet-The-
Teacher Night. Parents were 
impressed and excited while 
learning about the opportunities 
given in both the Limudei Kodesh 
and General Studies Departments, 
as well as the variety of clubs and 
extracurricular activities. We look 
forward to continue partnering 
with you - as that is the only way 
true success in Chinuch can be 
achieved - and sharing NACHAS! 
(If anyone would like the Tefilla 
card that was given out, please 
contact the office) A tremendous 
‘Thank You!’ goes out to our 
dedicated teachers who made the 
time to come on a busy evening.  

Ohr Shlomo Media 

To watch this week’s 
Shmuess from Rabbi 
Zakheim, click here 

To listen to Rabbi 
Milstein’s latest podcast, 

click here

THOUGHTS AND NEWS 
FROM OHR SHLOMO 

A Short and Insightful  Newsletter From Ohr Shlomo Yeshiva High School

https://vimeo.com/1013663016
https://ohrshlomoyhs.org/rabbi-milsteins-classes
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destruction of the Beis HaMikdash wrought by the terrible 
general Titus. As he stood beneath the massive arch he called out, 
“Titus, Titus! Where are you now?! The Jewish people remain - 
but you - you and all of your people are gone.”

As one famous American author wrote, “All things are mortal but 
the Jews; all other forces pass, but he remains. What is the secret 
of his immortality?”

It is the promise of our Father, the promise of ֙אתַּםֶ֨ נצִָּבִ֤ים הַיּוֹם 
 .He will never give up on us .כֻּלּכְםֶ֔

Have an incredible Shabbos!

Ohr Shlomo YHS Welcomes HaGaon HaRav Elya 
Brudny Shlit"a 

This week the Yeshiva and our Talmidim had the tremendous honor 
of welcoming one of the Gedolei HaDor, the Mirrer Rosh Yeshiva, 
HaRav Elya Brudny.  

Rabbi Brudny spoke to the boys about the difference between the 
perspective of a Torah Jew and the rest of the world. How the 
Jewish people have the opportunity to transform themselves 
personally and globally, focusing on the endless possibilities of 
Rosh HaShana. With a glimmer in his eyes and joy on his face he 
promised the boys that they too would become ‘Shteigers’, people 
focused on growth, like an escalator - not like an elevator.  

Afterwards, every student received a bracha and spoke with Rabbi 
Brudny. It was truly a permanent impression upon every observer 
and participant. (Please contact us for a picture with Rabbi Brudny 
and your son.) 

Ohr Shlomo Chesed Club 

With vibrancy and fervor, the Ohr Shlomo CC continues its amazing 
activities. This week they returned - with many more participants - 
to assist the organization My Extended Family. With hilarity and 
spunk, the boys learned, played, and enjoyed blowing shofar. On 
Sunday, the members of the OSCC plan on helping pack food 
packages for the poor and needy in preparation for the upcoming 
Yomim Tovim. For more information please contact the captains of 
the OSCC. (Sponsorships are also available.) 
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Sponsor a Day of 
Learning 

Dedicate a day of 
learning for a Yaarzteit, 
Birthday, or any other 
occasion by clicking 

here 

Dedications are 
available here

To sponsor the newsletter, 
please contact us at 

newsletter.osy@gmail.com

Ohr Shlomo Yeshiva High 
School is a 501(c)3 Tax 

Deductible Organization 

https://secure.cardknox.com/ohrshlomoyeshiva
https://ohrshlomoyhs.org/contribute
mailto:newsletter.osy@gmail.com?subject=Newsletter%20Sponsorship
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Basketball Tryouts Begin for the 
Sharks 

This past Thursday evening the air was 
tense in the Kingsway Jewish Center as 
many students vied for positions on the 
Ohr Shlomo Sharks, led by our new 
coach, Joey Kenigsberg (Alumnus of ’22). 
The competition was intense as the boys 
showed tremendous skill and pushed 
themselves to hustle down the court. A few 
onlookers were exceedingly excited for 
the Sharks’ prospects for the coming 
season. We have already been getting 
many calls from teams wanting to try their 
hand at playing exhibition games against 
our Sharks. (For more information and for 
Sharks merchandise, please contact the 
coach.) 

9th Grade Quickly Passes the 50 
Mitzvah Mark 

Rabbi Milstein’s famous 613 Mitzvos 
project has gotten off to a rapid start. As 
students and alumni know, Rabbi Milstein 
and his class achieve authoritative success 
in knowing all 613 Mitzvos, clearly and in-
depth. (Rabbi Milstein has even written a 
song and a book helping incorporate all of 
the Mitzvos.) Baruch Hashem, with diligent 
effort the students have already learned 
50 MItzvos - only 3 weeks into the Yeshiva 
year. Keep it up! 

Vocational Training Meets Rosh 
HaShana 

In preparation for Rosh HaShana, Mr. 
Yochanon Itzkowitz, our vocational 
training teacher, focused on the truly 
necessary skill of blowing Shofar. Each boy 
was given a Shofar - cleaned by Mr. 
Itzkowitz who is also a trained and active 
Hatzalah member - and taught the 
intricacies of the sounds and efforts 
necessary to blow the Shofar with success. 
Even Rabbi Dr. Engelberg got into the mix 
and displayed expertise in Shofar-
blowing!  

Music Classes Begin! 

Music filled the air on Thursday night at 
Ohr Shlomo as Singer/Songwriter, Gavriel 
Elbogen, brought his skills to the Yeshiva 
teaching one of our two music classes. The 
boys strummed their guitars, infinitely 
better at the end of the class than when 
they started. With warmth and patience, 
Gavriel guided the students to take their 
first steps towards music brilliance. We 
cant wait for the next Kumzitz! 

As always we daven for the safety and 
health for the Jewish people around the 

world and in Eretz Yisrael,  

Have a beautiful Shabbos from the Ohr 
Shlomo Family! 
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