Fitting and Showing Your Lamb

What do handlers mean when they talk about “fitting a lamb"”?

Fitting includes all of the grooming and handling you do with your lamb befors
taking it to a show or a fair. You will need to train your lamb to stand for
grooming so that you can wash, shear, and clip it, and trim its hooves.

Lamb Terms

Setting the Lamb Up: When you take
your lamb in frant of a judge at the
show or fair, the judge will expect the
lamb to stand in a show position, This
is called setting the lamb up.

How carly should you start waorking with a lamd? You will need to let your
lamb gat used to you over the course of several weeks, At first, just visit the
lamb a few times a day and waork your way up 1o pefting the lamb. Be gentle.
After about two weeks of being near and petting the lamb, you can start to
pal rather than pet, and gel the lamb used to you running your hands up and
down its legs and arcund its bady .

Bracing the Lamb: Training your
lamb to hold it's back stiffly, or braced
when it is asked to do so. Bracing
helps keep the lamb's back line

You can introduce a halter to the lamb so thal il gets used Lo wearing the ;
raight, not humped up.

halter and once it is familiar with a halter then you can stan to teach it to
being led around, Other aspects of training are described in the 4-H reference
guides. This reference guide assumes that your lamb is already haller broken

and that it will stand still and is willingly 1o be led.

What Equipment Do You Need?

T ; Items for Your Tack Box or Bag
A trimming stand is very useful but not absclutely necessary. If

. fL S : ; | 1. lamb halter
your Ian:b is used to baing tied and standing still you can restrain 2. hoof trimmers {club may have one)
the lamb in a halter. The lamb’s head should be held at the most | o
d:‘emra.hlﬁ haight or position for showing when you are doing the 4. Gurry comb or wool rake
RO 5. rags and scraps of cloth used to clean shears or
dry the wool
A small toal bax can be used as a tack box or hag 1o keep your brish

trimming shears

blanket {optional)

. bucket

10. elactric sheare (optional)
11. whetstone {optional)

find them each time you work with your lamb. When you take
your famb 1o a fair or shaw grounds, your display area will lnok EI-
tidicr because your tools will be contained in the bex or bag. It is
very important that you have all of your show equipment clean
and ready prior to the day the show stars.
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