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Drive to Classic Mazda’s 16th Annual Race Exhibition

Saturday, February 10" @ 2:00 p.m.
Departs from Gate Gas Station on 12705 Durbin Lake Dr, Jacksonville, FL 32258

AM

Classic Mazda of Orlando will host its 16™ annual Mazda Motorsports showcase on
February 10th, 2024 from 5:30 p.m.—8:30 p.m. Classic Mazda’s Race Exhibition is a
motorsports-themed event geared towards local Mazda enthusiasts. This is their way of
celebrating the kick-off of the 2024 Whelen MX-5 Cup season. A car show will be hosted
in their main parking lot. The car show is open to all makes and models. This year will be
jam-packed with fun activities for all ages, including:

Photo Booth, Food Trucks, Open Car Show, Racing Simulator, Japanese Snacks,
MX-5 Cup Car Signing, Hotwheels Racing On 100 ft. Track,
BSI Racing Meet & Greet, Mazda Heritage Vehicles

For this special occasion, The Mazda Heritage Program will be unveiling two special
guests, the iconic Mazda RX-7 GTO and Mazda 767B! Attendees will have the opportunity
of a lifetime to get up close and personal with these legendary Mazda machines.

We will have a group drive down to Classic Mazda for all who want to attend this amazing
event. We will meet up at the Gate Gas Station on 12705 Durbin Lake Dr, Jacksonville, FL
32258 This is the Gate Station off Old St Augustine Road at I-95. We will meet at

2:00 p.m. for a 2:15 p.m. departure. The first part of our journey will drive down 1-95, but
then we will exit off the interstate for a nice drive through Central Florida. We WON'T be
driving on I-4 on the way down (You might want to take I-4 for the drive home though).

It is HIGHLY RECOMMENDED that you RSVP for the event. You can RSVP and receive a
free, commemorative T-Shirt while supplies last! Go to the link below to find out more
about this fun event and to let them know you’re coming. See you on the 10"

https://events.classicmazda.com/?
utm_source=flacarshows.com&utm medium=referral&utm campaign=flacarshows-race-
exhibition-event-page



https://events.classicmazda.com/?utm_source=flacarshows.com&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=flacarshows-race-exhibition-event-page
https://events.classicmazda.com/?utm_source=flacarshows.com&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=flacarshows-race-exhibition-event-page
https://events.classicmazda.com/?utm_source=flacarshows.com&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=flacarshows-race-exhibition-event-page
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January Assignment: Miata Mission Impossible: The Message Self-Destructed

A special thanks to Mike and Linda French for participating in this top secret mission. Your job, if you
choose to accept it, is to figure out which picture is from them!
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Six Of The Fastest Mazda Sports Cars Ever Made

Mazda doesn't make any particularly sporty cars today other than the Miata (also known as the MX-5), but it
has made its fair share of enthusiast-pleasers throughout its history. Most have been front-engined,
rear-wheel drive sports cars, but it's also made fun front-wheel drive cars, as well as one rather cool
all-wheel drive performance sedan.

The manufacturer has mostly stuck to the philosophy of not offering turbocharging except its most potent
offerings, bucking the industry trend towards downsized, force-fed engines. Today, it offers a pair of
turbocharged engines, and both are capable of delivering excellent performance.

Lets take a look at the six fastest ever made.
RX-7 FD

The RX-7 FD, built from 1992 until 2002, is the most
extreme Mazda road car ever and also the model that saw the
most attention from tuners, especially after some movie
appearances, like in the "Fast and the Furious" series. It is the
third RX-7 generation, and not only did it look like a proper,
low-slung, sporty coupe, but it had the firepower to match.
Under its hood was the 13B-REW twin-turbo rotary engine,
which initially produced 255 horsepower but was upgraded in ==
1996 to make 276 horsepower, just under the 280 horsepower =

limit that all Japanese manufacturers had agreed to in the 1990s. The more powerful version was capable of
sprinting from zero to 60 mph in under four seconds, making it the quickest-accelerating Mazda road car
ever. It was also appreciated for its low weight and nimble handling, and examples equipped with the
optional R1 and R2 packs (that improved the cars' aero, suspension, and chassis) were seen as exceptional
drivers' cars for the day.

RX-8

Mazda's last attempt to put a rotary engine in a sports car saw
mixed results. The RX-8 was designed from the ground up as a
sports car, and this showed in its ability to devour a mountain
road even in stock form. It also had to be a much more
competitive offering than any previous Mazda sports car since
there were so many rivals it was going up against, from the
likes of Porsche, Nissan, Audi, BMW, and Mercedes-Benz.
The RX-8 was introduced in 2002, the same year the RX-7 was
discontinued, but it was not pitched as a direct replacement. It
was a less powerful, more affordable, and non-turbo
Wankel-powered car designed to appeal to those who weren't looking to spend Porsche money on a Mazda.
Powering the RX-8 was a twin-rotor rotary mill called Renesis, which came in two- and four-port
configurations. Initial two-port versions made 192 horsepower, while the four-port version upped that to 238
horsepower. Mazda subsequently launched a revised version of the engine, which got slightly more power
and a higher 8,500 rpm redline. It was able to send the RX-8 to 60 mph in around six seconds and on to a top
speed of 147 mph (237 km/h). It was discontinued in 2012 when the engine's poor reliability reputation and
high fuel consumption prompted Mazda to pull the plug on the model.
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Miata (MX-5)

The most famous sporty isn't an RX model but an MX model, the MX-5. Known in the U.S. as the Miata,
the four versions of this pint-sized and featherweight drop-top have accumulated millions of sales, making
it the single most popular roadster in history.

Sheer acceleration was never the
Miata's main goal, so it was never
offered with particularly powerful
engines. Mazda never officially sold it
with a rotary engine, offering it
exclusively with naturally aspirated four
-cylinder engines ranging in
displacement from 1.5 to 2 liters.

The latest (fourth generation) Miata,
known as the ND, is the best one so far.
It is the quickest, stiffest, safest, and
most enjoyable to drive. It's truly
remarkable how Mazda has continually
improved the MX-5 formula and still
sold a vehicle in 2023 with a very similar driving experience to the 1990s original.

Sheer acceleration isn't the MX-5's strong suit, but the latest incarnation of the model, updated in 2023, has
a 2-liter engine with 181 horsepower. It can push the Miata's tiny 2,200-pound body to 60 mph in 5.8
seconds and on to 136 mph (219 km/h) flat out.

MazdaSpeed 3

The MazdaSpeed 3 (known as the Mazda 3 MPS in Europe and other markets where the acronym stood for
"Mazda Performance Series") is considered a true hot hatch. It was available for two generations, the first
running from 2007 to 2009 and the second from 2010 until 2013.

Both were front-wheel drive and had a 2.3-liter, four-cylinder turbocharged engine, which made 263
horsepower and 280 pound-feet of torque.
The engine was the star of the show with
the Mazda 3 MPS, and it was awarded an
important distinction when it was picked
as one of Ward's 10 Best Engines of 2008.

Once you got used to the car's heavy
torque steer under hard acceleration, you
left to discover a very sweet-handling
package, one that could rival the best hot
hatches of the era. This isn't surprising
given that the Mazda 3 of the era was
based on the Ford Focus, which was
acknowledged as the most fun and
engaging car to drive in its class.
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MazdaSpeed 6

Another lesser-known application of the
award-winning 2.3 MZR DiSi engine that
powered the MazdaSpeed 3 was in the
larger MazdaSpeed 6 sedan (known as
the Atenza in Japan). This application
powered a one-size-class-up sedan
compared to the MazdaSpeed3, a car with
all-wheel drive and a more relaxed
character than the fire-breathing
front-driven hot hatch.

The engine's power was boosted to 274

horsepower, but torque stayed the same at

280 pound-feet. Interestingly, even though the Mazda 6 sedan was a considerably bigger and heavier
vehicle than the Mazda 3, thanks to standard all-wheel drive, the hot sedan posted a very similar zero
to 60 time to the hot hatch, recording a time of 6.2 seconds.

It, too, was a great-handling, chuckable driver's car with more than enough power to feel enjoyable,
but it ultimately proved unsuccessful. Its all-wheel drive Japanese performance sedan rivals
Mitsubishi and Subaru; they were more hardcore offerings, and thanks to their connection to the
world of rallying, they had a much better image, too.

Mazda 3 Turbo

Mazda still makes a spicy hatchback model, the Mazda 3 Turbo, which has much of the appeal of the
original MazdaSpeed 3 but is in a more grown-up package. It's powered by a new 2.5-liter
turbocharged four-cylinder engine that makes 250 horsepower and a very healthy 320 pound-feet
(435 Nm) of torque (if you fill it up with premium gasoline, otherwise the values drop to 227
horsepower and 310 pound-feet).

It accelerates to 60 mph in under six seconds, matching the more powerful MazdaSpeed3 thanks to
the extra traction provided by all-wheel
drive. Enthusiasts might have an issue
with the fact that Mazda doesn't offer a
turbo with its excellent six-speed
manual transmission (that you can get
in the 191-horsepower non-turbo
version of the car). However, even with
the standard automatic, the car is still
quite enjoyable to drive.

With the sure-footedness of the
all-wheel drive system, the force-fed
version of the latest Mazda 3 hatchback
is nowhere near as wayward feeling as )

the MazdaSpeed 3 when driven hard, but by modern standards, it would still be described as a
fun-to-drive compact car.
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FCMC Events Calendar

« February 10 - 2:00 p.m. Drive to Classic Mazda’s 16th Annual Race
Exhibition

Our February drive will take us down to Central Florida for a very unique

experience. We'll meet at 2:00 p.m. at the Gate gas station just off of [-95 at

Old St Augustine Rd and trek south to the event. See the front page and the club’s

website and Facebook page for all the details!

« February 13 - 6:00 p.m. Monthly Club Meeting

Our monthly club meeting will be held at Culhane’s Irish Pub at 9720 Deer Lake Ct,
Jacksonville, FL 32246. Find out what's cooking by joining us for a First Coast Miata
Club. The restaurant is located off Southside Blvd. right next to the Tinsletown movie
theater. Dinner & Social at 6:00 p.m. Our meeting will be at 7:00 p.m. Topics of
discussion will include upcoming events. Come early and hang out with fellow club
members to get the most out of your evening.

o Future events in the works:

Caffeine & Octane Club of the Month Paddock—Ilunch & drive afterwards

Brumos Collection tour & lunch

Happy February Birthday to:

Kim Pepe-Cordero, Roger Ross, Michael Ross,
Sue Spencer & Gordon Tubesing

Welcome To Our Newest Members:

The Road Runner is published monthly for the First Coast Miata Club of Northeast Florida.
The editor and the First Coast Miata Club assume no liability for information contained
herein, or for injury or damages resulting from use of such information and should be used
at the reader’s own discretion and risk. Neither contributors to the newsletter nor the editors
express approval, authentication or encouragement of the contents. Neither the First Coast
Miata Club, its officers, nor its members are responsible for injury or damages incurred
during the events. All members are required to possess valid individual drivers licenses,
insurance policies in accordance with Florida state law, and to follow all laws and
regulations.
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We’re on the Web! Check us out!
Web Page: www.firstcoastmiataclub.org
Facebook: facebook.com/groups/
firstcoastmiataclub

Amish family's horse and buggy stolen from small-town Michigan Walmart

Sturgis, Michigan made the news with an odd story that would be a
better fit for the rowdier and more popular motorcycle paradise. An
Amish horse and buggy were recently stolen from the town’s
Walmart.

The buggy’s owners entered the Walmart last weekend, and a short
while later, the town’s Department of Public Safety received a call
reporting that the buggy, and the horse pulling it, had been stolen. A :
witness said he saw a woman take the horse and buggy, but she didn’t make it far. Police found the rig a
few blocks down the road and located the suspect in a local motel. They’d already had contact with her
earlier that day; she's been charged with larceny and larceny of livestock.

The uninjured horse and buggy were returned to their owners, but the comedy of this scene can’t be un-
derstated. Even in a town like Sturgis, which is located near the Indiana border and a thriving Amish com-
munity, it’s not like stealing a horse and buggy would be an inconspicuous crime. And if you thought a
manual transmission was a deterrent to car theft, it's not surprising that an inexperienced buggy driver
didn't get very far.

That said, a thorough scouring of the internet reveals that horse and buggy thefts were far more common
in the 1800s, with only a handful of such incidents found online today. While criminals don’t always act
rationally, it appears the vast majority realize that feeding and caring for a horse and plotting an escape at
suboptimal speeds are not the best ways to get away with a crime.



