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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat the above-entitl ed
and nunbered natter cane on regularly to be heard before
the Arizona Power Plant and Transm ssion Line Siting
Commi ttee at 1200 West Washi ngton, Phoeni x, Arizona,

commenci ng at 10: 00 a.m on February 10, 2025.

BEFORE: ADAM STAFFORD, Chai r man

ROVAN FONTES, Counti es
(Vi a Vi deoconf erence)

DAVI D FRENCH, Arizona Departnent of Water Resources

JON H GOLD, General Public

Nl COLE HI LL, Governor's Ofice of Energy Policy
(Via Vi deoconference)

R DAVI D KRYDER, Agriculture Interests

MARGARET "TOBY" LITTLE, General Public

GABRI ELA SAUCEDO MERCER, Arizona Corporation
Conmm ssi on

DAVE RI CHI NS, GCeneral Public

APPEARANCES:
For the Applicant:

OSBORN MALEDQN, PA

By: Meghan H. G abel

By: Elias J. Ancharski

2929 North Central Avenue, 20th Fl oor
Phoeni x, Ari zona 85012
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CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Let's go on the

record. Nowis the tine set for the hearing on the

application of Ranegras Pl ains Energy Center, LLC, Docket
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Number L-21344A-24-0273-00234 [sic] or Line Siting Case
243.

Let's start by taking roll call of the
menbers.

Menmber Little?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Present.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber French?

MEMBER FRENCH: Present.

CHWN STAFFORD:. Menber ol d.

MEMBER GOLD: Present.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Kryder?

MEMBER KRYDER: Present.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Mercer?

MEMBER MERCER: Present.

CHWN STAFFCORD: And online we have Menber
Font es?

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
www. gl enni e-reporting. com

MEMBER FONTES:
CHWN STAFFORD
MEMBER FONTES:
CHWN STAFFORD
MEMBER FONTES:
CHWN STAFFORD

(No response.)
Menber Fontes?
(No response.)
Menber Fontes?

(No response.)

I can see himonline,
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| ' m not hearing his voice.

MEMBER FONTES: (No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Can you hear us, Menber
Font es?

MEMBER FONTES: Yes, | can, M. Chairnman.
Now | can.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. There you are.
And we had Menber Hi Il a second ago, but | appear to have
| ost her.

MEMBER FONTES: Yes. She dropped off about
two mnutes ago, if it's hel pful for the audio team

CHWN STAFFORD,  Ckay.

MEMBER FONTES: We're not used to using
WebEx, and | know | had to reinstall the app again today.
We're used to being on another platform so that --

Ch, there she is.

CHWN STAFFORD: Al right. Menber Hill.
You're on nute.

MEMBER HI LL: M apologies. | was nessing
up with the software, but I'mhere. Present. Thank you.

CHWN STAFFCORD: All right. Thank you.

Al right. Let's take appearances of the
parties, which it seens to be only the applicant.

MS. GRABEL: Thank you, M. Chairnan,
Comm ttee Menbers. Meghan G abel, of the law firm Gsborn

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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Mal edon, on behalf of the applicant, Ranegras Pl ains
Energy Center, LLC, and with ne fromny law firmis ny
col | eague, Elias Anchar ski

CHWN STAFFORD: Al right. And we have had
no applications or notices of intervention. Do all the
menbers have their exhibits for the hearing?

| ' m seeing nods fromthe fol ks online.

Menbers, do we have their copies?

All right. M. Gabel, wuld you like to
make an openi ng statenent?

M5. GRABEL: Yes, M. Chairman, | do.

If we could pull up the presentation.

Thank you.

As | said, ny nane is Meghan G abel of the
law firm Gsborn Mal edon, representing Ranegras Pl ains
Energy Center, LLC, which is the applicant for a
Certificate of Environnental Conpatibility in this
matter.

By way of a brief summry, the project
consi sts of the construction of a new single-circuit
500-kV transm ssion |line, approximately 11 mles in
| engt h between the proposed Ranegras Pl ains sol ar array

and battery energy storage system and the Ten West Link

Series Conpensation Station Switchyard, all in La Paz
County, Arizona. The line wll be owned and constructed
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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by Ranegras Pl ains Energy Center, LLC

The project is required to support the
devel opnent of Ranegras Pl ains solar array and battery
energy storage system and connect the solar and battery
project to the grid. Specifically, the project wll
connect to the Ten West Link Series Conpensation Station
Switchyard, which will ultimately tap into the Ten West
Link transm ssion line. That's a regional asset designed
to transmt electricity and expand energy markets in the
Desert Sout hwest .

Thi s map, which has been marked as Exhi bit
RP-2, and al so appears in the placemats in front of you
Is an overview of the project |ocation. The map
identifies the project route, as well as the connection
points for the project. As you will see, the green
dotted squares represent the structures along the
proposed route. Wile it is difficult to see on the nmap
due to the scale and relative size, the green outline
around t hose squares depicts the proposed 200-f oot
right-of-way for the project.

The right-of-way begins at the substation
for the Ranegras Pl ains solar array, which is depicted in
the larger yell ow square that's al so been expanded on the
| eft side of the screen. The project then travels
approximately 11 mles in a west/northwest direction

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ
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until 1t connects to the Ten West Link Series
Compensation Station Swtchyard, which is identified by
t he purple dianond. The project parallels the existing
Ten West Link 500-kV transmission line for the entire
11-m |l e | ength.

The existing Ten West Link Iine occupies a
200-foot right-of-way wthin what's called a Section 368
corridor. And a Section 368 corridor is created by the
Energy Policy Act of 2005, as a preferred |ocation for
electric transm ssion rights-of-way on BLM managed | ands.
The nost direct and efficient path to the Series
Compensation -- Series Conpensation Station Switchyard is
to construct the project in a parallel right-of-way al ong
the Section 368 corridor. By using this corridor, the
project can reuse the Ten West Link construction access
road, which would only require adding short spur roads to
access the project structure sites. The proposed route
was chosen for many reasons, which wll be discussed
during the hearing this norning.

The prinmary need for the project is to
i nt erconnect the proposed Ranegras Pl ains sol ar energy
and battery storage project to the regional electric
grid. The demand for electricity in Arizona is grow ng,
as evidenced by Arizona Public Service Conpany and Salt
Ri ver Project both setting peak demand records | ate | ast

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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August. The project wll provide the connection that

all ows the Desert Southwest to access critical energy
resources needed to serve that growi ng demand. In sum

t he evidence will show that the project well bal ances the
need for an adequate, reliable, and econom cal supply of
electricity with the inpact to the environnent and
ecology in Arizona.

Wth respect to the exhibits, each
commttee nenbers should have a binder with all of the
exhibits and materials that we're going to review during
the hearing. At the front of each binder is a list of
t he exhi bits and each binder also has a flash drive that
includes all of these exhibits, if you' d |like to use
them as well as a link to the virtual tour that we'l
revi ew t oday.

For our w tnesses, we intend to present
themin two panels. On the first panel, we wll hear
fromM. Patty Varra, sitting to ny left, a devel opnment
manager with Savion Energy. As you will hear shortly,
Ranegras Pl ains Energy Center is a wholly owned
subsidiary of Savion. M. Varra will provide an overvi ew
of the project and the applicant and testinony regarding
conpliance with statutory notice requirenments. She wll
al so provide testinony regarding the need for the
project, its reliability and other benefits, and the

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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project's physical infrastructure and facilities.
Finally, Ms. Varra wll provide an overvi ew of the
st akehol der engagenent process related to the project.

Qur second panel will focus on the
environnental aspects of the project. M. Christopher
Powers, sitting to Ms. Varra's left, is the senior
director of permtting and environnmental w th Savi on, and
he will be joined by M. Richard Knox at the far end of
the table, who is a regulatory permtting consultant with
Tetra Tech. M. Powers will first discuss the
environnental aspects of the project and assess it
agai nst the factors this conmmttee routinely reviews
under ARS 40- 360. 06.

And, finally, M. Knox wll cover the
vi sual aspects of the project, including the presentation
of the virtual tour prepared in this matter.

We believe that at the close of the
proceedi ngs you wll conclude that the Ranegras Pl ains
Energy Center 500-kV transm ssion |line project will help
neet the need for an adequate, econom cal, and reliable
supply of power, with mninmal inpacts to the environnent
and ecol ogy of the state. And we respectfully ask that
you approve this CEC

Wth that, we are ready to begin.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Well, call your

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ
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first wtness and we'll get them sworn in.

MS. GRABEL: Thank you.

Yes, our first witness is Ms. Patty Varra.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ms. Varra, would you prefer
an oath or affirmation?

MS. VARRA: (at h.

(Patty Varra was duly sworn by the

Chai rman.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.

Pl ease proceed.

M5. VARRA: M nane is Patty Varra,
wanted to --

MS. GRABEL: Can | ask you a coupl e of
questi ons before you | aunch in?

M5. VARRA: Yes, you may.

PATTY VARRA
called as a wtness on behalf of the Applicant, having
been previously affirned or sworn by the Chairman to
speak the whole truth and nothing but the truth, was
exam ned and testified as foll ows:
/1
/1
I
I

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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DI RECT EXAMI NATI ON
BY MS. GRABEL:

Q Ms. Varra, please state your nane and busi ness
address for the record.

A Patty Varra. Business address is 422 Admiral
Boul evard, Kansas Cty, M ssouri 64106.

Q By whom are you enpl oyed and in what capacity?

A | am an enpl oyee by Savi on Energy as a project
devel opnent nmanager.

Q And what is your role in this matter?

A | amthe devel opnent nanager for the Ranegras
Pl ai ns project.

Q And you have before you right there a book of
exhibits. WII| you please take a | ook at Exhibit RP-1,
whi ch identifies the CEC application that was submtted
in this matter.

That's just a placeholder for it. This is the
actual CEC

A (MB. VARRA) Okay.

Q Have you seen this docunent before?

A (M5. VARRA) Yes, | have.

Q Was it prepared by you or under your direction
and control ?

A (M5. VARRA) Yes, it was.

Q Are that statenents contained wthin Exhibit

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ
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RP-1 true and correct to the best of your know edge?
A (M. VARRA) Yes, they are.
Q Do you have any corrections that you would |ike
to make to Exhibit RP-17?
A (MB. VARRA) No.
Q Thank you. Let ne take that back from you.
And if you'll please turn to Exhibit RP-2, which
isin --
MEMBER KRYDER: Excuse ne, M. Varra.
MS. VARRA: Yes.
MEMBER KRYDER  Coul d you speak into your
m crophone a little closer, please. Thank you.
THE REPORTER. And if you can sl ow down,
Ms. G abel.
MS. GRABEL: I will.
Q Are you there?
A (M5. VARRA) |'mthere.
Q Was Exhi bit RP-2 prepared by you or under your
direction and control ?
A (M5. VARRA) Yes, it was.
Q Are the contents of Exhibit RP-2 true and
correct to the best of your know edge?
A (M5. VARRA) Yes, they are.
Q Do you have any changes you would |i ke to nmake
to Exhibit RP-2?

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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A (M5. VARRA) No, | don't.

Q Is the map marked as Exhibit RP-2 the sane nap
that is on the place mats in front of the commttee
menber s?

A (M5. VARRA) Yes, it is.

Q Thank you.

And please turn to Exhibit RP-3, which is the
testi nony summary of Patty Varra.

A. (MB. VARRA) OKkay.

Q Was Exhi bit RP-3 prepared by you or under your
direction and control ?

A (M5. VARRA) Yes, it was.

Q Are the contents of Exhibit RP-3 true and
correct to the best of your know edge?

A (M5. VARRA) Yes, they are.

Q Do you have any changes you would |i ke to nake
to Exhibit RP-3?

A (MS. VARRA) No, | don't.

Q Thank you, Ms. Varra.

Finally, please turn to Exhibit RP-6, which is
the witness presentation prepared for this hearing.

A. (MB. VARRA) Yes.

Q Ms. Varra, have you seen this presentation
bef ore?

A (M. VARRA) Yes, | have.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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Q WAs this presentation prepared by you or under
your direction and control ?

A. (MB. VARRA) Yes, it was.

Q Are its contents true and correct, to the best
of your know edge?

A (M. VARRA) Yes, they are.

Q And do you have any corrections you would |ike
to make to Exhibit RP-6?

A (MB. VARRA) No, | don't.

Q | believe you have one correction to the
outreach page, but we'll address that --

A (Ms. VARRA) W' I | address that further.

Q Thank you.

And with that, I will interrupt your
presentation a couple of times to |ay additional
foundati on, but please begin your presentation.

A (MB. VARRA) kay. Great.

Good norning, M. Chairman and Comm ttee
Menbers, | want to thank you for your tine today to hear
about our Ranegras Pl ai ns Energy Center 500-kV
transm ssion |line project. M nane is Patty Varra, and I
am t he devel opnent manager wi th Savi on.

Ch, there we go.

| received ny bachelor's degree from
Metropolitan State University in Denver and have been

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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working in the energy industry for 17 years. Primarily
ny experience is in project devel opnent, siting,
permtting, |ocal governnent, and community rel ations.

Savi on Energy. Savion Energy is a devel oper,
bui | der, owner, and operator of w nd, solar, and storage
projects across the US. W were founded in 2019 and
based out of Kansas City, Mssouri. W have about 200
enpl oyees across the U. S. that cover approxinmately 153
projects in various stages of devel opnent. And these
projects are located in 31 different states. Shell Goup
acqui red Savion in 2022, and we are now a Shell G oup
portfolio conpany. Ranegras Pl ains Energy Center, LLC,
Is a wholly owned subsidiary of Savion.

Pur pose and need. The purpose of the project,
as Ms. Grabel was speaking to, is to interconnect the
solar array and batteries to the Ten West Link Series
Conpensation Station Switchyard owned by DCR
Transm ssion, LLC, all are in La Paz County, Arizona.
The project would facilitate the interconnection of new
energy resources designed to neet grow ng denand in the
Sout hwest. The output fromthe solar and battery energy
storage system would make up for retired el ectri cal
generation fromcoal in Arizona and New Mexico, as well
as future electrical generation needs.

The project bal ances the need for an adequate,

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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econom cal, and reliable supply of electric power wth
the desire to mnimze potential environnental and
cultural effects on the state, of which ny coll eague,

M. Powers to ny left, will speak to in further detail in
hi s upcom ng testinony.

We are requesting a Certificate of Environnental
Compatibility for the construction and operation of a new
single-circuit 500-kV line rated up to 2,135 negawatts
bet ween the Ranegras Pl ains Energy Center project and the
Ten West Link SCS Switchyard. The route is approxi mately
11 mles fromthe project's substation siting area to the
Ten West Link SCS Switchyard, with a 200-f oot
ri ght-of-way, totaling about 260 acres that crosses
nostly Bureau of Land Managenent |and at 76 percent,
Arizona State |land at 22 percent, and a snall piece of
private |land at about 2 percent.

There will be a total of 72 structures, 68
nonopol es and 4 tri-pole steel structures, approxi nately
160 to 180 feet in height, and spaced between 800 and a
t housand feet apart. The tri-pole structures wll be
| ocated at the dead-ends, both where the |line connects to
the SCS Switchyard and | eaving the project site
substation. There will be two additional tri-poles about
mdway on the line that will provide additional span and
spacing for sensitive areas.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Hill, you have your
hand rai sed?

MEMBER HI LL: My apol ogi es, M. Chairnman.
Ms. Varra, | don't have the slides. | read the
application, so everything that you' ve shared so far,
like, I amfamliar wth, but usually the slides kind of
show up on the screen for us, and | didn't see
them -- oh, there they are. Wnderful.

Proceed. Thank you so nuch.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right.

M5. VARRA: You' re wel cone.

MEMBER FONTES: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Fontes.

MEMBER FONTES: Menber Hill, check your
email, I'lIl forward you a link with the slides.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yeah, they were filed in
t he docket. They are listed as Exhibit RP-6.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay. | was |ooking at the
docket and | didn't see it, but thank you.

MS. VARRA: Ckay. Tentative timng for
construction to begin is | ate 2026, early 2027. W are
CAlI SO queue nunber 2025, phase 1 and phase 2 System
| npact Studies are conpl ete.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.
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MEMBER KRYDER: Question for M. Varra.
Maybe you'll get to this later, and if so, |I'mpleased to
wait. In Meghan's early presentation she spoke about
nost of the corridor was going to be follow ng a
current --

MS. VARRA: The existing Ten West Link,
yes.

MEMBER KRYDER: -- except for a snal
nunber, a snmall piece. Are you going to address that

smal | piece?

M5. VARRA: Well, it's all follow ng the
line. | don't believe there's a piece --
MEMBER KRYDER: | m sunderstood then. Say

it again, it is all followng the |ine.

M5. VARRA: It is all follow ng the |ine.

MEMBER KRYDER: And what was the -- what
was the kind of conditional thing, Meghan, that you spoke
about in your presentation?

MS. GRABEL: | believe that you m ght be
referring to the access roads, that there were a couple
of access roads that would need to be constructed, but
the entire length of this project would follow the Ten
West Link transm ssion line, which is already built.

MEMBER KRYDER: And then you said except
for a small piece of something, and that's what | was
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trying to address.

MS. VARRA: Maybe she's referring to the
smal | piece of private | ands.

M5. GRABEL: | don't think that -- | said
t he spur roads, but that was just relating to the
construction access roads.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. So the short version
isit follows the current |line and uses the current
access road in its entirety --

MS. VARRA: Yes.

MEMBER KRYDER: -- is that correct?

MS. VARRA: That's correct, yes.

MEMBER KRYDER: Great. Thank you very
nmuch.

MS. GRABEL: Thank you. Sorry for the
conf usi on.

MEMBER GOLD: M. Chairnman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Col d.

MEVMBER GOLD: Question for Ms. Varra.

MS. VARRA: Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: Can you get closer to your
m crophone, we can't --

MEMBER GOLD: Question for Ms. Varra.

MS. VARRA: Yes.

MEMBER GOLD: Savion Energy, what's the
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proper nanme of the conpany?

MS. VARRA: Savion, LLC. Savion, LLC

MEMBER GOLD: Sav- -- and where are they
| ocat ed?

CHWN STAFFORD: | inmagi ne everyone in the
office is very disappointed this norning.

MS. VARRA: R ght. A lot of sad faces
today, |'m sure.

MEMBER GOLD: And Ranegras Pl ai ns project
is a LLC also --

MS. VARRA: A subsidiary of Savion.

MEMBER GOLD: -- of Savion. And they are

sonehow | i censed to do business in the state of Arizona?

MS. VARRA: It's a Delaware LLC, but yes,
we -- we can -- we can perform business in Arizona.

MEMBER GOLD: Ckay. So Ranegras --

CHW STAFFORD: So | guess -- so you're
asking are they registered as a foreign entity to do
business in Arizona wth the Corporation Comm ssion,
because that's typically what happens with foreign LLGCs.

MEMBER GOLD: Exactly.

And since you're registered as a foreign
LLC, it's Ranegras Plains -- what's the whol e nane?

MS. VARRA: Ranegras Pl ains Energy Center,
LLC.
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MEMBER GOLD: Energy Center, LLC.

And this is probably, you' re going to bring
it up later on, for |egal purposes who is your statutory
agent in the state of Arizona?

M5. VARRA: |'msorry, "statutory agent,"
can you pl ease explain further?

CHWN STAFFORD: Well, a statutory agent,
every corporation or LLC has to have one, it's who is
able to accept service of process on behalf of the
entity.

M5. VARRA: | believe that woul d be
Ranegras Pl ains Energy Center.

CHWN STAFFORD: That's the entity.

MS. VARRA: That's the entity, so Savion.

MEMBER KRYDER: It nust be a person. It
cannot be a corporation.

CHWN STAFFORD: Wll, I'mnot sure that's
entirely true. | think -- because there are a nunber of
prof essi onal organi zations that they serve as statutory
agents for other entities.

MS. GRABEL: W just looked it up. It's an
entity called the Corporation Service Conpany.

MEMBER GOLD: That's what | was | ooking
for.

MS. GRABEL: That's on the Conmm ssion's
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Wiat's the correct nane?
The Corporations Service

Cor porations Servi ce Conpany.
Tenpe, Arizona.
Tenpe, Arizona.
ask is if there are issues
Alittle closer, Jon.

The reason | ask is if there

are issues that cone up and they cannot be resol ved

am cabl y anongst the actual

litigation,

t he point of contact at that

never cones to that,

M . Ancharski --

MR ANCHARSKI :

MEMBER GOLD:

MR ANCHARSKI :

MEMBER GCLD:

MR ANCHARSKI :

MEMBER GOLD:

shoul d have gi ven the answer,

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
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Anchar ski
Anchar ski
Yes.

You are an attorney?

Yes, sSir.
Ckay. So that's the one who
I'msorry | asked you
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first.

MS. VARRA: No worries.

MEMBER GOLD: Thank you very nuch.

M5. VARRA: No -- no problem

CHWN STAFFCORD: Let the record reflect that
Menber Richins has joined us and Menber Fontes has his
hand rai sed.

MEMBER FONTES: Thank you, M. Chairnan.

For the applicant, Ranegras Pl ains Energy,
LLC, is that going to be financed through a speci al
pur pose entity or vehicle?

MS. VARRA: M understanding is our
intention is to build, own, and operate as Ranegras
Pl ai ns Energy Center, LLC

MEMBER FONTES: That's not the question.
Is that going to be a stand-alone entity financed or is
it going to be financed at the corporate level? 1Is it
going to be corporate or project financed?

M5. VARRA: | don't know that that's been
determned at this tine. | think --

MEMBER FONTES: Can you give ne -- can you
give for nyself and ny fell ow nenbers a characteri zati on
of how Savion finances entities? And |let me give you
background. The issue here is we want to know where the
I nsurance policy is held. |Is this a corporate-held
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I nsurance policy or is it going to be held at the project
company? W' re naking a determ nation on a Certificate
of Environnmental Conpatibility, and in order to do that
we need to look at the full lifecycle. So to know where
the insurance is held is paranount to our information

i ntake so we can nake an inforned decision for you.

So two questions: One, where is it going to
be financed; and two, where is the insurance going to be
hel d?

M5. VARRA: So | believe --

MEMBER FONTES: And second question --

MS. VARRA: Ckay. So | believe that it
wll be fully financed through Savion or there may be a
partnership down the line. At this point intine it
hasn't been determned if there will be a partnership,
but it will be owned and operated in total by Ranegras
Pl ai ns Energy Center.

MEMBER FONTES: We woul d | ook for a
representati on based on a previous financing, preferably
in the state of Arizona that you could make. It doesn't
have to be right now, but in these proceedings, just so
we can capture it for the record. And |I'mjust
dovetailing on what Menber Gold's questioni ng was.

Again, who's the ultimate liability,
because if there is an environnental issue that's
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unforeseen and we -- we -- we're nmaking a decision, we
just want to kind of know where that is held within the
Savion hierarchy, is there a holding conpany, a project
conpany, or is it at the corporate |evel?

Agai n, the insurance policy and then on the
financing. Typically it's at the project conpany, but
that's yours to point us to --

MR KNOX: Yes, it's financed --

MEMBER FONTES: -- in case --

THE REPORTER: |'m sorry?

CHWN STAFFORD: One at a tine.

M5. VARRA: It is financed and insured at
the project level. So Ranegras Pl ains Energy Center,
LLC, is the financing, as well as the insurance.

MEMBER FONTES: Ckay. That woul d be
uni que. All other cases we've seen that they have a
rider on a corporate |level of the insurance. | would ask
you to doubl e-check that, because we've never seen that.

MS. VARRA: Ckay. | w |l doubl e-check.

MEMBER FONTES: On the insurance, what you
just said, and on the project |evel nakes sense. But,
again, just capturing it for the record, not trying to
pl ay gotcha here.

MS. VARRA: Sure.

MEMBER FONTES: Second question, what is
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driving the construction into 2026 and 2027, is there a
Power Purchasi ng Agreenent that is on the generation that
is driving that on the transm ssion |ines?

M5. VARRA: There's not yet a Power
Purchase Agreenent in place. The 2026, 2027 construction
is aresult of timng really around we're in the process,
which M. Powers will testify to in his upcom ng
testi nony, but the NEPA process, and that we're
anticipating being approved late in 2025. And so
construction will take approxinmately three years, so we'd
begin late '26, early '27.

MEMBER FONTES: So your -- | guess I|I'l|
| ook forward to his testinony, but I'll want to know if
you at | east have a draft EIS and what is the timng
bet ween public comrent on the draft EI'S and the fi nal
El'S. And your construction manager will have to
backwards plan and talk to us about how you' re going to
do control on that, as well as coordinate with the Ten
West Link on their SCS project, because |'mnot sure
that's |ining up.

But we'll get to that. | just want to make
sure we're |inking between construction nmanagenent, ot her

projects, the interconnect, and the NEPA. Sonetinmes they

do line up, sonetines they don't. But for clarity for ny
fell ow nenbers, you will need to outline that. So you'l
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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get to that, appreciate it, just giving you a precursor
to sonething we need to | ook at.

Thank you.

MS. VARRA: Thank you.

CHWN STAFFCORD: Thank you, Menber Fontes.
BY MS. GRABEL:

Q Pl ease conti nue.

A (Ms5. VARRA) Ckay. So here's a map simlar to
t he one on your -- on your placenmat indicating the
requested corridor. The red line indicates the 11-mle
transm ssion line. The star at the top left is the DCRT
Series Conpensation Station Switchyard. The yellow
i ndi cates federal |ands. The blue, state |ands. And the
pink strip indicates the 368 corridor. This was created
by the Energy Policy Act of 2005 as a preferred | ocation
for electrical transm ssion right-of-way on BLM nanaged
public | ands.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairnman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

The application states that the distance
bet ween the two right-of-ways [sic] between the Ten West
line and this project is 150 feet. Do you know or does
anybody on the panel know how tall the structures are for
the Ten West?
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M5. VARRA: The Ten West Link structures?
| do not have that information. |Is that sonething we
can --

MEMBER LI TTLE: |If we can find that out,
|'d appreciate it.

MS. VARRA: Ckay.

MEMBER LI TTLE: And |I'm assum ng that the
150-f oot di stance between the two |ines --

MEMBER KRYDER Little closer to your
m crophone, please, Ms. Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: |'m assum ng that the
150-f oot di stance between the two right-of-ways has been
approved by the Ten -- by Cal 1SO

MS. VARRA: We've gone through the stage 1,
well, let's see our series 1 and 2 process and so --

MEMBER LI TTLE: That's -- the actual
physi cal construction distance --

MS. VARRA: Right.

MEMBER LI TTLE: -- is different than the
system st udi es.

M5. VARRA: Ckay. Right.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | would like confirmation
of that for the record al so, because | woul d guess that
the structures are taller than 150 feet.

MEMBER FONTES: M. Chairman?
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CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Fontes.

MEMBER FONTES: | would -- | was invol ved
in the financing of that project in a fornmer life with
Western Area Power Administration and with Starwood. One
thing to note, we're | ooking for the actual constructed
not the plan ones that were represented in the CEC
There were issues on particularly crossing the Central
Ari zona Project canal and on sone of those el bows that ny
fellow nmenber is referring to, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

MEMBER FONTES:. So actual heights.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.

MS. VARRA: Ckay. This next nmap, the
insert shows the vicinity map for this project area. The
nearest town is that of Hope, Arizona, which is about
seven and a half mles north -- northeast of the project
ar ea.

CHWN STAFFORD: You're referring to which
slide of Exhibit RP-67?

M5. VARRA: | believe this is slide nunber

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay.

M5. VARRA: Also on this slide, you can see
the solar array depicted in purple on the bottomright.
In red again is the proposed 500-kV transm ssion |ine.
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And in blue, and parallel to that red line, is the
exi sting Ten West Link transm ssion |ine.

Sone additional details on the route, the
transmssion line will be located in an area that is
consi stent with La Paz County's conprehensive plan and is
al so consistent wwth the BLM-- BLM s Yuma Resource
Managenent Plan. It is also in an area already purposed
for multiple utility scale solar energy facilities. As
menti oned previously, the project is within the
Section 368 corridor and parallels to the south the
exi sting Ten West Link 500-kV transmission line for its
entire length. It is approximately 11 mles |ong, south
of Interstate 1-10, with about a half mle to a mle
set back from the hi ghway.

The requested corridor is a 200-foot
ri ght-of-way, again totaling approximtely 260 acres with
BLM ASLD, and private | and ownership. It will be
single-circuit fromend to end, with up to 2,135
nmegawatts. The estinated cost is approximtely
43 mllion. Construction of the transm ssion |ine would
utilize the existing Ten West Link constructi on access
road mnimzing | and use inpacts.

The Departnent of -- the Departnent of
Def ense aircraft lighting will be installed al ong
portions of the transm ssion line. And the transm ssion
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| ine al so spans over sensitive resources and avoids al
known cultural sites.

Al right. As mentioned previously, the
tri-pole structures will be |ocated at the dead-ends,
both where the |Iine connects to the SCS Swi tchyard and
| eaving the project site. On this map you can see poles
nunber 43 and 44. You can't see 43 and 44 call ed out
just because of the scale, but those are the pole
| ocations about mdway on the line. And this will be
where the two additional tri-pole structures will be,
provi di ng additi onal span and spaci ng for sensitive

areas. Also on this map is the location of the DOD

lighting and the tenporary staging area for construction.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER  Question. You pointed out
pol es 43 and 44 there passing -- passing over some
sensitive areas.

MS. VARRA: Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: You're going to touch what
the sensitive areas are and --

M5. VARRA: Yes, we will. That wll be a
part of the environnental piece.

MEMBER KRYDER  Ckay. Thanks.

MS. VARRA: Ckay. Here's a rendering of
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the pole structures to be install ed.
CHWN STAFFORD: And this is slide nunber --
M5. VARRA: And that's slide nunber 12.

BY M5, GRABEL:

Q Ms. Varra, before we turn on to the next set of
slides, which are regarding public outreach, wll you
pl ease turn to Exhibit RP-7, which is the summary of
public outreach conducted for this project.

A. (MB. VARRA) Yes.

Q Have you seen this docunent before?

A (M5. VARRA) Yes, | have.

Q Was it prepared by you or under your direction
and control ?

A (M5. VARRA) Yes, it was.

Q Was this docunent prepared in response to the
Chai rman's Procedural Order, specifically paragraph 167

A. (MB. VARRA) Yes, it was.

Q Does this summary accurately convey the public
outreach perforned by Ranegras Plains in this matter?

A (M. VARRA) Yes, it does. There's one small
change that I1'd like to note, bottomright, dated
12/ 10/ 24, it's noted as a project overview presentation
for Quartzite Chanber of Commerce, this was actually
before the Quartzsite Town Council on Decenber 10t h.

Q Thank you.
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And if you'll please turn to Exhibit RP-8, is
this a summary of the social nedia conmuni cations posted
by Ranegras Pl ai ns Energy Center, including the soci al
nmedi a posts nade subsequent to the filing of the CEC
appl i cation?

A (MS. VARRA) Yes, it is.
Q All right. Thank you.

Go ahead and pl ease wal k us through the outreach
efforts in the next portion of your presentation.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LITTLE: Is -- what are we calling
that -- Exhibit 7 the sane as the scoping report that was
given in Attachnent J-1 to the application or have there
been changes between the two?

M5. GRABEL: It's the sane.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

MS. VARRA: Ckay. Fromthe scoping report,
Exhibit J in the CEC application, you can see the public
engagenent began in 2021, with the mgjority of
face-to-face neetings occurring in |ate 2024.

There have been five public neetings, two
presentations to | ocal Chanbers of Commerce, one
presentation to the Town Council of Quartzsite and one
booth at the Quartzsite Fall Festival. Nearly 90
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stakehol ders in total attended the five public neetings,
and 88 people filled out coment cards at the festival
booth. One public neeting was held as a part of the CEC
scoping efforts. It was publicized by a |legal notice ad
in the Arizona Business Gazette. Informational sheets
that were nmailed, as well as emails to stakehol ders and
Interested parties. There was one person who attended

t hat neeti ng.

Decenber 16t h, 2024, La Paz County Board of
Super vi sors unani nously approved the project's
Condi ti onal Use Permit and Maj or Conprehensive Pl an
Amendnent .

All right. | skipped a slide here.

All right. So public outreach and agency
coordi nation. Agency topics of interest, which ny
col | eague, M. Powers, will speak to in greater detail,
these topics included wildlife habitat and soil
conservation, consistency wth managenent plans, |and use
conflicts, Native Anerican tribal values. Public topics
of interest were siting in conpatible areas, economc
benefits, and recreational val ues.

Here is a copy of the informational sheet
that was nmailed out for the CEC
BY MS. GRABEL:

Q And before we nove on to the conpliance
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matters -- oh, Menber Kryder, did you have a question?

MEMBER KRYDER: | got lost. Under which
tab are we here?

MS. GRABEL: W are going through the
presentation. So that is Exhibit RP-6.

MEMBER KRYDER  Ckay. Thanks.

MS. GRABEL: Certainly.

Q And before we nove on to the conpliance itens,
just to go back and clarify the response you gave to
Menmber Little's question, | believe you testified that
t he di stance between the Ranegras Plains prop- -- Plains
pol es and the Ten West Link poles would be 150 feet?

A (M. VARRA) Yes, that's correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: | thought that was the
di stance between ri ght-of - ways.

MS. GRABEL: Well, that's what | was just
goi ng to ask.

Q That's the difference between ri ght-of -ways,
correct?

A (MS. VARRA) Yes, it is.

Q So the actual distance between structures is
going to be about 350 feet; is that correct?

A (M5. VARRA) Yes, that's correct. Thank you for
calling that out.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you for clarifying
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that for ne.
CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.
BY M5. GRABEL:

Q Ckay. | guess we can nove on to the conpliance
items. So Ranegras Plains directed the publication of
the Notice of Hearing in the Arizona Republic and the
Par ker Pi oneer, correct?

A (Ms. VARRA) Correct.

Q And was notice published once in the Arizona
Republic and once in the Parker Pioneer within the tine
frame specified by statute and regul ati ons?

A (M5. VARRA) Yes, it was.

Q And, specifically, it was published for the
first tinme on Decenmber 27th in the Republic and a second
time on January 1st, 2025, in the Parker Pioneer,
correct?

A (M5. VARRA) That's correct.

Q And does this slide that you're | ooking at now
contain screenshots of the proof of publication in those
newspapers?

A (M5. VARRA) Yes, it does.

Q And if you |l ook at Exhibit RP-9(B) --

CHWN STAFFORD: Go back a second. You're
referring to which slide in RP-6 which has the --
MS. VARRA: 16.
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CHWN STAFFORD: 16, thank you.
MS. GRABEL: Actually, | think it's 17.
CHW STAFFORD: 17.
MS. GRABEL: Yeah. And 17 has the
screenshots of the proof of publication that's in
RP- 9(B) .

Q So is the Exhibit RP-9(B), Ms. Varra, the proof
of publication that we just discussed?

A (M5. VARRA) Yes, it is.

Q And is RP-9(C) actually the proof of publication
in the Parker Pioneer that we just discussed?

A (MS. VARRA) Yes, it is.

Q Thank you.

Pl ease conti nue.

A (M5. VARRA) Ckay. This next slide are sone
screenshots fromour public -- our project website and
soci al nedi a page.

Q And were those posts made in conpliance with the
Chai rman' s Procedural Order?

A (M5. VARRA) Yes, they were.

Q Thank you.

Conti nue.

A (M5. VARRA) This is a copy of the Notice of
Heari ng.

Q And was this the Notice of Hearing that was
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publi shed in the newspapers we've just identified?

A (MS. VARRA) Yes, it is.

Q Conti nue. Thank you.

A (M5. VARRA) This is the notice of public hearing
si gn.

Q And was the | anguage contai ned in the signhage on
t he screenshot identical to that discussed with the
Chairman at the prefiling conference?

A (M5. VARRA) Yes, it is.

Q Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Coul d you please refer to
the slide -- the presentati on nunber slide when you're
di scussing it, because that way it makes the transcri pt
read --

MS. GRABEL: Certainly.

CHWN STAFFCRD: -- nuch nore easily.

MS. GRABEL: So that what we were just
tal ki ng about was slide 20, which contains a screenshot
of the | anguage of the notice of public hearings sign.

Q And noving on to slide 21

A (M5. VARRA) This is the notification of sign
| ocations. |If you look closely at the map, you can see
t he green dots represent the |locations. The one on the
farthest left, the sign one is along the Arizona Peace
Trail connector route for recreational users. And then
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down on the right, those two postings are along Vi cksburg
Road for traffic visibility.

Q And, Ms. Varra, were the sign | ocations
identified on the slide the sanme as were di scussed wth
the Chairman at the prefiling conference?

A (M. VARRA) Yes, they are.

Q All right. Thank you.

Moving on to slide 22.
A (M5. VARRA) This is pictures of the signs in

Q Thank you.

And noving on to slide 23.

A (M. VARRA) These are the | ocations of the CEC
application posting, Arizona Corporation Conm ssion, the
Centennial Public Library in Salonme, Arizona, Quartzsite
Public Library in Quartzsite, Arizona, as well as the
project website and the Facebook page.

Q And, Ms. Varra, if you wll turn to Exhibit
RP-9(D) .

A (MB. VARRA) Okay.

Q Are you there?

A. (MB. VARRA) Yup.

Q And is Exhibit RP-9(D) contain proof that
Ranegras Plains mailed copies of the CEC application to
the |l ocations just identified on slide 22?
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A (M. VARRA) Yes, it does.

Q Ckay. Thank you.

Pl ease conti nue.

A (M5. VARRA) Alrighty. Notice to affected
jurisdictions included La Paz County, Arizona State Land
Departnent, and Arizona Departnent of Transportati on.

Q Thank you.

So this is slide 23. And with respect to slide
23, will you please turn to Exhibit RP-9 subpart E?

A (MB. VARRA) B?

Q E.

A (M. VARRA) Ch, sorry.

Q E, as in el ephant or egg, or whatever you're
supposed to say about E.

Ils RP-9(E) proof that Ranegras Pl ains mil ed
copies of the Notice of Hearing to the affected
jurisdictions, as required by the Chairman's Procedur al
Order?

A (MS. VARRA) Yes, it is.

Q D d Ranegras Plains also direct the enmuniling of
a copy of the Notice of Hearing to the Board of
Supervi sors for La Paz County?

A. (MB. VARRA) Yes.

Q Wiy did it do that?

A (M. VARRA) Just confirnmation of receipt.
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Q So just to clarify, the certified mail shows
that notification is still pending, and so the conpany
email ed to the board to ensure that they did receive a
copy and the email included within RP-9 confirns receipt
of the Notice of Hearing?

A (M. VARRA) (No audi bl e response.)

Q Ckay. CGoing back to slide 25.

A (M. VARRA) Ckay. Ten-year filing plans. The
initial plan was filed in January of '22, then again
filed in January of '23, February of '24, Novenber of
'24, and again January 17th of 2025.

Q Thank you. And are copies --

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | would like to express ny
gratitude to the conpany for follow ng the guidelines.
Thank you.

MS. VARRA: Thank you.

BY MS. GRABEL:

Q Ms. Varra, are copies of the Ten-Year Plans
identified in this slide marked -- identified in this
slide, excuse ne, contained in Exhibit RP-10, subparts A
t hr ough E?

A (M. VARRA) Yes, they are.

Q Ckay. Thank you.
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Moving on to slide 26. Wat does this slide
depict?
A (M5. VARRA) Oh, | don't have this slide in ny
group.
There we go. Thank you.
This is the receipt of the CEC application
filing fee.
Q And, thank you.
This receipt is also contained in Exhibit RP-11,
correct?
A (M5. VARRA) That's correct.
Q All right. Thank you.
Pl ease conti nue.
A (Ms5. VARRA) That is the end of ny portion of the
t esti nony.

MS. GRABEL: Well, then that concl udes our
first panel, unless the commttee nmenbers have any ot her
questions for Ms. Varra.

CHW STAFFORD: Questions from menbers?

MEMBER RI CHI NS:  Yeah, | know t hat
wth -- oh, sorry, Chairnman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Go ahead, Menber Ri chins.

MEMBER RICHINS: | know that when you're
doing the federal process that there's a | ot of
prescriptive outreach that you have to do. But hearing
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that you had 80 or so folks participating in open houses
and ot her engagenents is a pretty big nunber for an area
with a small population. So | just wanted to conpli nment
you on at l|least digging into that community enough to
ferret a few folks out. Hopefully you did it in the

w nter when Quartzsite is really busy, but that's really
when your people are there. But anyway, | just want to
compl i ment the applicant on sone good ol d-fashi oned
outreach, you guys just -- you did fine. Thank you.

MS. VARRA: Thank you.

MEMBER GOLD: M. Chairnman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber ol d.

MEMBER GOLD: Along with Menber Richins'
comment, are there any people in this area who |live
t here?

MS. VARRA: There were peopl e that
attended, yeah, absolutely. It was -- initially we were
sited wwth a contentious project, and so the turnout,
yeah, it wasn't related to us at all, so sone of the
turnout initially was in association wth that other
project that they weren't happy wth.

So we worked really hard to establish
our sel ves separate fromthe project that they weren't
| ooking forward to, you know, becom ng a part of the
comunity. And we successfully did that, | believe.
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MEMBER GOLD: | think you did a great job.
And | was |ooking at the area from Google Earth, and it
| ooks like it's the m ddl e of nowhere.

MS. VARRA: R ght.

MEMBER GOLD: There are sone service
stations along I1-10. There's a whol e bunch of sol ar
projects north of 1-10. Yours is going to be south of
| -10. Yours doesn't exist at the nonent, correct?

M5. VARRA: Correct, it does not.

MEMBER GOLD: And you're planning on doing
this project when?

MS. VARRA: Construction we anticipate |ate
'26, early in '27.

MEMBER GOLD: Ckay. And the sol ar project,
what -- just out of curiosity's sake, what's the |ifespan
today of a sol ar project?

M5. VARRA: We plan on 40 years.

MEMBER GOLD: Ckay. And panels degrade at
a rate of?

MS. VARRA: Usually they will consider
repl aci ng around 20, 25 years, depending on their |evel
of efficiency at that point in tine.

MEMBER GOLD: Are there any federal
I ncentives for the solar project at present?

MS. VARRA: There's -- that's a tricky
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question right now. That's a tricky question, but
there's, specific to the project, there are sone
tax-based initiatives that are in place. But this
project isn't subject to any grants or anything of that
nat ur e.

MEMBER GOLD: So this is a private project?

MS. VARRA: Yes.

MEMBER GOLD: And you need the transm ssion
lines to link your solar field to the substation?

MS. VARRA: Correct.

MEMBER GOLD: And you're putting it
parallel to another trans- -- a bunch of other
transm ssion lines in the sane area?

MS. VARRA: That's right.

MEMBER GOLD: W th no people in the area --

MS. VARRA: Correct.

MEMBER GOLD: Rel atively speaki ng.

MS. VARRA:  Uh- huh.

MEMBER GOLD: Do you foresee any roadbl ocks
to this project? 1s there anything standing in the way
of this project being conpleted besides the CEC?

M5. VARRA: W're still in the process of
doi ng the federal permtting, but that's going well. And
we feel |ike we've got the support of the BLM behi nd us,
so we're confident that this project wll nove forward.
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MEMBER GOLD: Ckay. And are you al so
confident that solar will be the nost energy efficient or
dol l arwi se efficient with the new adm ni strati on com ng
in?

M5. VARRA: Well, that's, again, a tricky
question. But | do feel that technology is really
advancing a lot in the area of solar panels and their
efficiencies, so |l think we're going to see not hing but
enhanced production fromthese sorts of facilities.

MEMBER GOLD: Okay. The reason | was
questioning is we have a | ot of solar facilities, and
Arizona's a great place to put them --

MS. VARRA: Right.

MEMBER GOLD: -- because we do have a | ot
of sunshine. And we've also got a |lot of desert with
nothing init, soit's a heck of a lot better than
putting themup in M nnesota.

MS. VARRA: Agreed.

MEMBER GOLD: So the fact that you're
putting it up in the right place is a good idea. M
question is, in the next two years before you actually

start construction or finishing this project as they

allow -- oh, how do you call it -- the fossil fuel-based

plants to cone online, which | foresee comng -- well,

what's your guesstimate that this project wll actually
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be built and cone to fruition in the next three,
four years with the technology and political situations

changi ng as they are now.

M5. VARRA: | think our energy denands are
goi ng up. | happen to be an all-of-the-above kind of
thinker. | think we need the energy fromall sources in

order to neet our increasing demands, so | feel confident
that we're going to still need solar, even as we're
produci ng nore fossil fuels, assumng that is or will be
t he case.

MEMBER GOLD: So it will -- you're
foreseeing -- you're suggesting it wll be energy
efficient, even with the anticipated | ower price of
fossil fuels com ng onboard?

MS. VARRA: Yes, | do.

MEMBER GOLD: Thank you.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: One second, Menber Kryder.
Menber Fontes's hand's been raised for quite a mnute
here, so let's go to himand then I'lI|l cone to your
questi on.

Menmber Fontes.

MEMBER FONTES: Thank you, M Chairnman.

The applicant represented that they had the
project at 40 years, however, the Bureau of Land
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Managenent has only issued Records of Decision in
projects supporting 30 years, including the ROD issued
for the Jove Solar Project, which is adjacent to this,
and they issued the ROD on the 16th of January of 2025.

How does the applicant -- what's your plan
to have the additional 10 years? D d you file the 1099
for 30 or 40 years?

MS. VARRA: W' ve requested 40.

MEMBER FONTES: Ckay. That will be unique.
W'l look forward to seeing that. |Is that in the draft
El S?

MS. VARRA: Yes, it is.

MEMBER FONTES: Ckay. Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.

Member Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER  Take a pass.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: This infornmation may be in
the application or in one of the huge anpbunts of pages of
things that were on that junp drive, but has the
appli cant been working at all with El Paso Natural Gas?
Because of the fact that you're so close to their
pi pel i ne?

MS. VARRA: No, there hasn't been any
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conversations directly wth the natural gas conpany.
MEMBER LI TTLE: GCkay. | would |like to see
t hat happen.
CHWN STAFFORD: All right. You nentioned
previously that | think 76 percent of the |and for the
gen-tie will be at BLM | and and then 22 percent on state

| and and then 2 percent of private | and, approxi mately
five acres, how many -- who is the owner or owners of
that five acres?

MS. VARRA: They are Ronhawa [ phonetic] is
their last name, and we've entered into an agreenent for
that right-of-way.

CHWN STAFFORD: For an easenent ?

MS. VARRA: For an easenent, excuse ne,
yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: Gkay. Thank you.

Any ot her questions from nenbers?

(No response.)

MS. GRABEL: Before we |eave this panel, |
was able to get an answer fromthe owners of the Ten West
line that the height structures of Ten West generally
range from 140 feet to 170 feet tall.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right.

Ms. Grabel, would you like to call your
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next panel.

MS. GRABEL: | will, yes. 1'd like to cal
M. Christopher Powers and M. R chard Knox.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. M. Powers,
woul d you prefer an oath or affirnmation?

MR PONERS: M. Chairman, |'ll take the
oat h, pl ease.

(Chri st opher Powers was duly sworn by

t he Chairman.)

CHWN STAFFORD: And, M. Knox, oath or
affirmation?

MR. KNOX: Qath, please.

(R chard Knox was duly sworn by

t he Chairnman.)

CHWN STAFFCORD: Thank you. Pl ease proceed.

M5. GRABEL: Thank you. 1'Il start with
you, M. Powers.

CHRI STOPHER Power s and RI CHARD KNOX,

called as wtnesses as a panel on behalf of Applicant,
havi ng been previously affirnmed or sworn by the Chairnan
to speak the truth and nothing but the truth, were
exam ned and testified as foll ows:
/1
/1
/1
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DI RECT EXAMI NATI ON
BY MS. GRABEL:

Q Pl ease state your nane and busi ness address for
t he record.

A (MR PONERS) My nane is Christopher Powers. And
ny busi ness address is 422 Adm ral Boul evard, Kansas
Cty, Mssouri 64106.

Q By whom are you enpl oyed and in what capacity?

A. (MR PONERS) | am enpl oyed by Savion, LLC |
work for Savion as a senior director of permtting and
environnental. And for this matter | amthe permtting
and envi ronnent al | ead.

Q Thank you.

You have before you both hearing exhibits. |If
you'll please |ook at Exhibit RP-4, which is the
testi nony summary of Christopher Powers.

A (MR POAERS) Ckay.

Q Was Exhi bit RP-4 prepared by you or under your
direction and control ?

A (MR PONERS) Yes, it was.

Q Are the contents of Exhibit RP-4 true and
correct, to the best of your know edge?

A (MR PONERS) Yes, it is.

Q Do you have any changes you would |i ke to nmake
to Exhibit RP-4?
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A (MR PONERS) No, | do not.
Q All right. Thank you.
| will nowturn to M. Knox.
M. Knox, please state your nanme and busi ness
address for the record.

A (MR KNOX) My nane is R chard Knox. And the

busi ness address is 2832 South 46th Street, Phoeni x,
Ari zona 85040.

Q By whom are you enpl oyed and in what capacity?

A (MR KNOX) Tetra Tech, as a senior project
manager .

Q And what is your role in this matter?

A (MR KNOX) | was the permtting project manager
for Savion.

Q And if you could take a | ook at your hearing
exhi bits and | ook at Exhibit RP-5, which is the testinony
summary of Ri chard Knox.

A (MR KNOX) Un-huh.

Q Was Exhi bit RP-5 prepared by you or under your
direction and control ?

A (MR KNOX) It was.

Q Are the contents of Exhibit RP-5 true and
correct to the best of your know edge?

A (MR KNOX) They are.

Q Do you have any changes you would |i ke to nmake
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to Exhibit RP-5?

A (MR KNOX) | don't.

Q Al right. Wth that, go ahead, M. Powers. I
wll kick it off to you to continue with the
present ati on.

A (MR POVNERS) Good norning, M. Chairman and
Commttee Menbers. M nane is Christopher Powers. |I'ma
senior director of permtting and environnental wth
Savion Energy. And | lead the entitlenent for all of our
Savion projects in the western region, which includes the
Paci fic Northwest, Muntain West, California, and the
Sout hwest, including the state of Arizona, as well as
Texas and Ckl ahonma.

| have a bachelor's degree in science and a
master's degree from Uni on Col |l ege i n Schenect ady, New
York. | have over 23 years in this industry and ny focus
in renewabl e energy and ot her devel opnent projects
i nvol ves environnental review and due diligence, the
siting of projects, |eading environnental studies and
| eading the various permtting and entitl ement processes.

Also with ne here today is our consultant
col | eague, M. Richard Knox with Tetra Tech, and he'll be
provi di ng testinony for visual resources as part of this
envi ronnental panel.

' msorry, go ahead. Can you do next slide,
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pl ease.

So, for the record, this is slide nunber 21, in
Exhibit RP-6 -- I"'msorry 29, slide 29.

During ny testinony, 1'll |ead you through a
summary of the environmental studies that were conducted
for this project and denonstrate that all the factors
that you need to consider in issuing a CEC under Arizona
Statute 40-360.06 were evaluated. 1'l1l provide sone
context of the project and its regional setting and how
it pertains to |land use and existing plans, and |I'I|l show
you how our project fits in with other devel opnents in
the vicinity as well.

"1l summari ze the studies that were prepared to
evaluate fish, wldlife, plant Iife, and their habitats,
and I'll also summari ze our evaluation of historic and
archaeol ogical sites. W'Il|l review recreationa
resources and exi sting scenic areas and provi de a
detail ed sunmmary of our visual resources analysis. And
we'll present a nunmber of sinulations and then flyover of
our project area that shows the project in the | andscape
context, and we have slides for all of those resources |
just outlined.

| will touch on one nore for now. W don't have
a separate -- separate slide for noi se em ssions and
interference with conmmuni cation signals, but | can touch
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on that briefly now W did conduct a noise eval uation
for this project, and under Arizona Statute we do not
exceed the 55 dba at the right-of-way that's outlined
under stat ute.

Next slide, please, EHIi

So this is the project setting, for the record
slide nunber 30. As you can see, nuch of the land in
this project area is managed by, predom nantly, the
Bureau of Land Managenent or BLM As Ms. Varra touched
on before, that's the yell ow shadi ng over a | arge part of
this figure. The blue shading represents State Trust
Land. And the unshaded areas are privately owned.

Regi onal | y speaki ng, the New Water Mountains are
to the sout hwest and the Harquahal a Mountains are to the
east. And this figure also shows the project area of our
700- megawatt sol ar plus storage hybrid project out
towards the eastern side of that figure. That is
comprised -- that is, the solar portion, is conprised of
approxi mately 4,745 acres of BLM managed | and, and then
Bouse Wash is seen passing along the eastern side of that
sol ar array.

As Ms. Varra nentioned, our 500-kV gen-tie would
originate at the project substation, |ocated at the
nort hwest corner of our solar array and that project
substation is the yellow highlighted square in the
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callout box on this slide. The gen-tie would then
traverse approximately 11 mles to the west, northwest

al ong the 200-foot-w de right-of-way. The gen-tie
right-of-way is conprised of -- | don't have the
percentages, | actually have the acres -- it's 198 acres
of BLM nmanaged | and, 56 acres of Arizona State Trust
Land, and those 6 acres of private |and, as Ms. Varra

t ouched on before.

The project gen-tie would parallel the Ten West
Li nk 500-kV transm ssion line south of 1-10 and its
proposed i nterconnect to the grid at the Ten Wst Link
Series Conpensation Station Switchyard. | also wanted to
poi nt out again that the proposed route occurs wthin
portions of the federally designated Section 368 corri dor
that Ms. Grabel nentioned before, and that's depicted as
t he cross-hatching along the 1-10 corridor in this
figure.

As was nentioned prior, Section 368 corridors
were created by the Energy Policy Act of 2005, and are
preferred | ocations for electrical transm ssion
ri ght - of -ways on BLM managed public | ands. And then, as
nmenti oned before, our -- our route also parallels
exi sting features, including Interstate 10 and the Ten
West Link for 100 percent of its |ength.

Next slide, please.
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For the record, this is regional projects in
slide nunber 31 in the presentation. As you know, one of
the factors that needs to be considered in issuing a CEC
is the project suitability with respect to existing plans
of the state, of |ocal governnents, as well as private
entities and other devel opnents in and around the project
proposed site.

As you can see, there's several renewabl e energy
proj ects either proposed, under construction, or
operations in the region, with Atlas Main Sol ar, Bouse
Sol ar, Blue Water, and Jove Sol ar being the closest. And
al though this project is sited primarily on federal | and,
we al so worked with La Paz County to obtain a Myjor
Compr ehensi ve Pl an Anendnent and a Conditional Use Permt
for this project.

So the Maj or Conprehensive Plan Arendnent, or
what they refer to as a MCPA, was needed to change the
future | and use designation in La Paz County
conmpr ehensi ve plan from open space to enploynent area to
allow for solar uses. And then we were subsequently al so
applied for a Conditional Use Permt which would all ow
solar within an enpl oynent area.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman?
CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.
MEMBER KRYDER: Question for M. Powers.
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MR PONERS: Yes, sir.

MEMBER KRYDER: Fol |l owi ng up on what Menber
ol d asked a nonent ago about the popul ati on, does anyone
live with -- is there anyone living near the line, and if
so, how cl ose?

MR PONERS: M. Chairnman, Menber Kryder, |
beli eve the cl osest devel opnents are the truck stops
al ong the interchange at Vi cksburg Road and |-10. |
believe there's a handful of residences just to the west
of the truck -- the Pilot truck stop on the south side of
|-10. | don't recall the exact distance from our project
to those residences.

MEMBER KRYDER: But back of the envel ope,
it's -- so the residences are on the north side, and your
line is proposed on the south side --

MR, PONERS: Yes.

MEMBER KRYDER  -- of the 107?

MR PONERS: Ms. Varra just advised ne, we
believe it's, as the crow flies, about three and a half
mles fromour line to the cl osest resident.

MEMBER KRYDER  Ckay. And --

MR KNOX: Three-quarters.

MR PONERS: Oh, |I'msorry, correction,

three-quarters -- three-quarters of a mle. Sorry, ny
apol ogi es.
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MEMBER KRYDER: Three-quarters of a mle.
And how many people are in that? | see you asked your
partner there, M. Knox, do you have information? How
many people are we tal ki ng about ?

MR KNOX: Yes, sir, there's a cluster of
three to five residents, trailers. It was difficult to,
w t hout actually going up onto their property, it was
difficult to figure out which trailers were occupi ed and
whi ch ones weren't, but there's a tire repair shop behind
the truck stop.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ri ght .

MR. KNOX: Just behind the tire repair shop
there's a small cluster of trailers, and we believe
there's three, there could be five.

MEMBER KRYDER  Sonewhere greater than
three | ess than six?

MR KNOX: That's precisely right.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. And they appear to
be residences of enpl oyees or you don't know or
couldn't -- we've got no information or what is the
status on that?

MR PONERS: Want ne to reach out to thenf

MR KNOX: It seenms to be a -- supporting
the truck stop, the tire repair shop --

MEMBER KRYDER  Ckay.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 243 VOLUME |  02/10/2025

MR KNOX: -- and that's kind of back in
t hat area there.

MEMBER KRYDER  Ckay.

MR KNOX: They may support the
agricultural fields north of Interstate 10.

MEMBER KRYDER: Yeah, that's what was
concerni ng ne.

Thank you very nuch.

CHWN STAFFORD: Cdarification. You said
that the residents are north of the |-10?

MR PONERS: No, they're south of [-10,

east of -- | don't recall the nane of the truck stop on
the south side of 1-10, | believe it's the Pilot. It's
kind of at the, | guess it would be the sout hwest corner

of 1-10 and Vicksburg Road is where that truck stop and
t hose -- those residences would be.

CHWN STAFFORD: And then the line is south
of that?

MR PONERS:. From-- M. Chairnman, you
woul d have those residences, there is a distance of about
three-quarters of a mle or so, Ten West Link, and then
further south would be our |ine.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay. So they're about
three-quarters of a mle fromthe existing Ten West
Li nk --
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MR. PONERS: Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: -- and you're even further
south fromthat?

MR POAERS: Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. So they're already
| ooking at the Ten West Link | ooki ng sout h?

MR. PONERS: Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: And yours woul d be behi nd
t hat one?

MR POAERS: Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Gkay. Thank you.

MR PONERS: Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Fontes, you have
your hand up.

MEMBER FONTES: | do. Thank you,
M. Chairman?

What's the proximty fromthe -- to the
Kofa Wldlife Refuge?

MR PONERS: |I'm-- M. Chairman, |'m
sorry, Commttee Menber, | didn't get their nane, |I'm
sorry.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Fontes.

MR PONERS: Menber Fontes, | don't know
off the top of ny head, but we could -- we could | ook

into that and I can answer during a subsequent A, if
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t hat woul d be accept abl e.

CHWN STAFFORD: Certainly.

| think ny recollection is that the Kofa
Wl derness is further west of the substation that you're
tying into, and that the Ten West Link goes around the
Kofa W derness Area, whereas the Devers |ine cuts
through it; is that correct?

MR KNOX: Yeah, that is correct, uh-huh.

CHWN STAFFORD: |'m seeing -- |'m seeing
nods. Can | get a witness on the record to say that's
correct?

MR KNOX: That's correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Thank you.

Menber Kryder, do you have additi onal
questi ons?

MEMBER KRYDER  Yes, | was follow ng up on
t he personnel that m ght be |iving sonewhere nearby, did
any of these people show up at your hearings?

MR PONERS: M. Chairman, Menber Kryder,
not that we are aware of.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. So to the best of
your experience, you have had no physical contact wth
t hese three or less than six dwellings?

MR PONERS: We have not.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. Thank you.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 243 VOLUME |  02/10/2025 66

MR PONERS:. Let's see. GCkay. | got it.

' mjust going to back up one sentence, so | can get back
on track here.

So the MCPA was needed to change the future
| and use designation in the La Paz County Conprehensive
Pl an from an open space to enploynent area to allow for
solar uses. And then we subsequently applied for a
Conditional Use Permt to allow for that use, solar use,
in the enpl oynent area.

As Ms. Varra nentioned before, we finished
t hose | ocal discretionary entitlenents with the unani nous
recommendati on for approval by the Planni ng and Zoni ng
Comm ssi on on Decenber 5th of 2024, and then a unani nous
approval by the Board of Supervisors on Decenber 16th of
2024.

Again, our project is alnost entirely on
BLM | and, so we're also working our way through the NEPA
process. The notice of availability for the draft EIS
was published in the Federal Register on January 13th of
2025. The comment period for the draft EIS wll close on
February 28th. What's been alluded to in sone of the
prior questioning, too, even with the recent Executive
Orders, we are still anticipating the final EIS to be
published in the early fall of 2025, and that's through
consultation wth our BLM project managers and their
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State of Arizona nmanagenent. And so we're | ooking around
the Septenber tine frame -- tine frane for the final EI' S
to be published, with the Record of Decision, or ROD,
com ng in Cctober or Novenber of this year, 2025.

Wien we devel oped the proposed Pl an of
Devel opnent, or POD, for the NEPA process for the EI'S, it
fully incorporates all BLMdirection, including the 2013
Restoration Design Energy Project, or RDEP, and the 2012
Western Sol ar Pl an.

The proposed POD i ncorporates the RDEP and
Western Solar Plan's specific design features. The
numer ous BMPs and required plans and studi es associ at ed
wth the siting, design, construction, operations, and
mai nt enance, and eventual deconm ssioning of renewabl e
projects -- renewabl e energy projects in the state of
Ari zona.

CHWN STAFFORD: You said "BMPs," can you --

MR PONERS: Yes, M. Chairnman, BMPs stand
for best managenent practices. So there's certain
engi neeri ng consi derations, construction, best nanagenent
practices for dust suppression, water conservati on,

natural and cultural resource protection, that sort of

t hi ng.
CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you. | just wanted
to -- these acronyns in these -- these proceedi ngs are
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full of them | like to get themstated at | east at one
point in the transcript.

MR PONERS: Yeah, M. Chairman, |'msorry,
| didn't define that one. I'm-- I'mtrying to define
themall, I"'msorry | mssed that one, but you' re right.
BMPs is a standard best nmnanagenent practice.

For the record, the purpose of the RDEP or
the Restoration Design Energy Project, when it was
devel oped in the state of Arizona was to conduct the
statewi de pl anni ng process that fosters environnental
re- -- environnental ly responsi bl e devel opnent of
renewabl e energy and allows for the permtting of future
renewabl e energy devel opnent projects to proceed in a
nore efficient and standardi zed nmanner.

The Western Solar Plan in 2012 establi shed
a process for permtting utility scale solar energy
proj ects on BLM managed | ands in six sout hwestern states
i ncluding Arizona, California, Colorado, Nevada, New
Mexi co and Utah. And the Western Sol ar Pl an process
facilitates, again, the permtting of solar energy
devel opnent projects on these public | ands for the sane
efficiency.

| do want to point out, the Western Sol ar
Pl an was just recently updated in 2024 and the BLMis
cross-referencing all of the design considerations that
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we have proposed in our project, to nake sure it al so
complies with the new 2024 Western Sol ar Plan that was
recently approved. And | just want to point out that our
project is consistent with all of these plans.

Next slide, please, EHIi

So bi ol ogi cal and hydrol ogi cal resources,
for the record, this is slide nunber 32. W included the
bi ol ogi cal eval uation, the native plant inventory, air
resources anal ysis and soils, geol ogy, and m nerals and
m ni ng baseline reports as attachnents B-2 through B-5 in
our application for a CEC

For bi ol ogi cal resources we conducted
nunmerous field reviews and we've been coordinating with
the Arizona Gane & Fish, U S Fish and Wldlife Service,
and the BLM for close to four years now.

Formal Section 7 consultation with the U S
Fish and Wldlife Service is ongoing, and we're
anticipating that the biol ogi cal opinion and take
aut hori zation wll be approved this sumer or early fall
ahead of the BLM s Record of Decision on the EIS.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Could the applicant clarify
what a Section 7 review is, please?

MR PONERS: M. Chairman, Menber Little,
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so Section 7 consultationis -- it's Section 7 under the
Endanger ed Species Act, and it provides a franmework for
federal agencies to consult on endangered species natters
on projects that have a federal nexus. So it's
essentially the federal franework that allows the Bureau
of Land Managenent to consult with Fish and Wldlife
Service for effects of biological resources or |listed
species and their habitats on projects that they would
aut hori ze a right-of-way grant or a decision on.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

MR PONERS: You're welcone. So the five
species that are part of our Section 7 con- -- |
shouldn't say ours -- the BLMs Section 7 consultation
are the Yuna's Ridgway rail, the Sonoran pronghorn, the
yel l owbill ed cuckoo, the Southwestern willow flycatcher,
and the Monarch butterfly. | do want to point out that
t hese species -- the Section 7 consultation between the
BLM and the Fish and Wldlife Service is really focused
on the solar array and not the gen-tie. Because of the
size of the -- and scale of the solar project and the --
the gen-tie is part of the project, because it's a
connected action with our solar plus storage project. So
it gets included in that Section 7 consultation.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.
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MEMBER LI TTLE: Just to clarify, it is
included in the Section 77

MR PONERS: M. Chairman, Menber Little,
yes, it is included in the Section 7. Because Section 7
in the NEPA process | ooks at the entirety of the project,
whi ch i ncludes the solar array, the substation, the BESS,
the battery energy storage system the project
substation, the 11-mle gen-tie.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

MR PONERS: You're wel cone.

CHWN STAFFORD: And the entirety of the
solar and battery project are on BLM | and, correct?

MR PONERS: That is correct.

As part of the Section 7 consultation with
the Fish and Wldlife Service and coordination with
Arizona Gane & Fish as well, we devel oped an integrated
veget ati on managenent pl an, an ecol ogi cal resources
mtigation and nonitoring plan, and a wildlife corridor
fencing plan for the project.

For hydrol ogi cal resources, we conducted
field delineations and requested formal jurisdictional
determnation fromthe U S. Arny Corps of Engineers. No
wet | ands, waters of the U S., or riparian areas will be
affected by the project. And this is based on the U. S
Arny Corps of Engineers' determ nation that we received

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ

71



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 243 VOLUME |  02/10/2025 72

on Cctober 29th, 2024.

This is applicable to these proceedi ngs, as
we desi gned around and spanned any and all washes and
drai nage features that nmay be out on the |andscape. For
the record, Attachnent B-6 in the application of the CEC
is the approved jurisdictional determnation fromthe
U S Arny Corps of Engineers. Attachnent B-7 in the CEC
i ncl uded a conceptual hydrol ogy study. And attachnent
B-8 includes the groundwater availability report.

Next slide, please.

For the record, this is slide nunber 33 in
the presentation. For cultural resources, we conducted
Class 1 and O ass 3 studies, and we've been coordi nating
with the Arizona SHPO or the State Hi storic Preservation
O ficer for just about four years as well, no historic or
prehistoric sites identified as eligible for listing in
t he National Register of Historic Places will be affected
by the project.

Two sites were found along this project
that's subject of these proceedings. There's a |arge
site around structures 43 and 44, and this was referenced
in prior testinmony fromM. Varra that we have two,
three-pole structures in that vicinity, so we have
desi gned that to have a 1600-foot span using those
three-pole structures on either side to span this
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cul tural resource site.

There's also a cultural resource site
around the structures 1 and 2, that were -- was
identified during surveys and during construction of the
Ten West Link. And so we're working with SHPO to avoid
that as well.

MEMBER GOLD: M. Chairnman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber ol d.

MEMBER GOLD: Just a qui ck question. \Wat
is it called -- what specifically are these cul tural
resource sites? What are they?

MR PONERS: M. Chairman, Menber Gold, |I'm
not at liberty to say, because the sites thensel ves are
confidential, so the contents of the sites |I don't know
if I can share in open hearing.

M5. GRABEL: | believe that's true. They
are confidential, so we cannot state themon the record.
However, you can probably give exanples, of, |ike,
generici zed exanpl es of what we found.

MEMBER GOLD: That woul d wor K.

MR PONERS: Thank you. M. Chairnman,
Member Gold, further down in ny presentation | will have
sone pictures of sites that are generally found in this
area, in and around our project site. They include
things |like potential trail sites that were of inportance
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to Native Anerican tribes in this area. There are
grinding stones, there's flake sites, lithic scatter,
being |like rock pieces that get chipped off from
arrowhead naki ng, and that sort of thing.

MEMBER GOLD: OCh, so --

MR PONERS. | be- -- sone other |arge
sites in this portion of the state of Arizona al so
include things |like potential, |ike, stopover sites or
canpsites, that sort of thing.

MEMBER GOLD: So there are prehistoric
sites in the area and --

MEMBER KRYDER: Little closer.

MEMBER GOLD: |I'msorry. There are
prehistoric sites in the area, and you're making every
effort not to disturb thenf

MR PONERS: That is correct.

MEMBER GOLD: Thank you.

MR PONERS: You're wel cone.

MEMBER GOLD: One other -- |'mjust
curious, partly for Ms. G abel, who makes these things
confidential ?

MR PONERS: |It's the state SHPO and the
tribes that we're consulting with -- that we're
coordinating wth.

MEMBER GOLD: So when they say
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"confidential," they don't nean, like, classified
docunent s?

MR POMNERS: No, they're -- they -- they --
t hey make them confidential so they're not available to
t he general public, so people go and raid the cultural
resource sites.

MEMBER GOLD: Onh, that's what | was curious
about. Thank you.

MR, PONERS: Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: And what's the -- what's

the statutory basis for that?

MR PONERS: | -- M. Chairman, | don't --

CHWN STAFFORD: |'m | ooking at your
attorney.

MR POAERS: kay.

M5. GRABEL: | don't know that off the top
of ny head, M. Chairman, but I'll get it for you.

MR PONERS: It may be Section 106 under
the National H storic Preservation Act.

CHWN STAFFORD: W have -- there's a
statute, | think in -- 1 can't renmenber what it's titl ed.
| was just hoping to get sone nore clarification from

you know, both at the federal and the state |evel from

Ms. Grabel on what's -- because ny recollection seenms to
be it's not -- it wasn't what it was, it's the exact
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| ocation that's kept confidential.

And | was going to wait to get to this
until after you got through your presentation, but yes,
your Exhibit D10 is confidential. Typically, when you
see those there's -- with portions redacted, which is
not, in ny recollection, that's why I'masking -- so |I'm
asking for the statutory authority both at the federal
and the state |level that requires the confidentiality,
because |"'mpretty certain it's about the | ocation, the
exact | ocation, so that they don't get raided, but I
don't recall the nature of the -- if it requires not
revealing the nature of the artifact.

O, typically, they'll even have a nunber
in SHPO that says here this is the artifact site and
they' Il have a nunber for it to reference to what you're
tal ki ng about, but they won't disclose the exact |ocation
of it, to discourage the raiding. So if you could foll ow
up on that, Ms. Grabel, and get ne the |egal basis for
the confidentiality it requires at both the state and
federal |evel, that woul d be appreci at ed.

M5. GRABEL: W11 do.

MEMBER GOLD: Thank you, M. Chairnman.

That was the other half of ny question.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?
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CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Did | read that the sites
will be fenced?

MR PONERS: M. Chairman, Menber Little,
that is correct.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Both of thenf? The one that
I's under the transm ssion line --

MR. PONERS:. There -- we have a fencing and
protection plan. | don't recall -- they will be fenced
during construction. W have the fencing and protection
pl an al so i ncl udes permanent fencing for sites that were
wthin the array that are not subject to proceedings
here, but those w Il be protected.

The two | arge sites that are al ong our
gen-tie project, they will be fenced during construction
to protect those resources. After construction, those
fencing -- that fencing will be renoved.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: | think nmy -- | ooking at
the application, ny recollection is that there's 17 sites
in the project area with eight in the footprint of the
RPEC facilities, and three within the footprint of the
gen-tie.

MR PONERS: | believe there's two --
there's two in the gen-tie, and | believe nine in the
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array.

CHWN STAFFORD: |'m | ooki ng at page 603 of
t he PDF, because it lists a different nunber.

MR. KNOX: So that's correct, so there are
three. And one occurs just on the western edge of the
solar array fence, and that wll be fenced and avoi ded.
The second site occurs between structures 43 and 44, and
then the third site occurs near the Series Conpensation
St ati on.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Just to follow up a bit,
the fencing during construction is what, just portable
fence that's brought in, like a construction fence?

MR PONERS: Yeah, M. Chairnman, Menber
Kryder, yes. Typically during construction the fencing
material is, |like, the orange construction fencing that's
typically placed with a 50-foot buffer around the site

itself to prevent construction crews fromentering those

sites, and we'll have signage up that says, you know,
environnentally sensitive areas, keep out. The -- prior
to the start of construction, we will also have what we

refer to as a WEAP, a worker environnental awareness
program that every worker will be required to attend for
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training. Essentially, please stay out of these areas,
but we'll also go through biol ogical resources and the
drai nage features that we need to stay out of as well.
It will all be part of the process -- the
pre-constructi on process prior to -- prior to turning
dirt.

MEMBER KRYDER: And the existing access
road avoids these -- they're within the -- they're
out si de of the 50-foot boundary that you're building the
fence?

MR PONERS: That is correct.

MEMBER KRYDER: It's pretty exciting in the
sense that it's confidential, and so the best place |
woul d | ook for is son of a gun --

MR PONERS: Yes. As M. Chairnan pointed
out, | believe the confidentiality really drives to the
specific locations of the individual artifacts that are
found within the larger district -- not districts,
but the larger --

MEMBER KRYDER: Regi ons.

MR PONERS: -- regions that are found for
fear of looting of the sites.

MEMBER KRYDER  Understood. Thank you very
nmuch.

MR. PONERS:. The fencing plan for the
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per manent protection in the array is going to be wthin
the fence line of the array. So that's an internal
protection fromour on-site workers. And so alt hough,
yes, it would be easy for sonebody to find those and, you
know, see those sites, they're going to be within the
boundari es of our solar array, so you' d need clearance to
get in there.

CHWN STAFFORD: And ny recollection of the
application is that there will be 24-hour security at the
actual solar array facility.

MR PONERS: That is correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: So basically you're going
to guard the cultural resources that are on your site
t hat you have control.

MR PONERS: It's an ancillary benefit to
sol ar security, | suppose.

Formal -- and just to back up a bit, fornal
Section 106 consultation with Native Anerican tribes is
ongoi ng. The HPTP, or Hi storical Properties Treatnent
Pl an, and the Moratorium of Agreenent, or MOA, have been
drafted and revi ewed by Savion and the project entity,
Ranegras Pl ai ns Energy Center, and now they are back wth
t he BLM and SHPO and currently being reviewed by the
tri bes.

15 tribal communities, in total, were
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contacted through this process, with consultation
primarily occurring with the Ak-Chin, the CRIT, or the
CTIR [sic], the Colorado River Indian Tribes, the
Quechan, and the Gla R ver Communities.

Next slide, please.

For the record, this is slide nunber 34.
' mnot seeing it on the screen, but do you all see the
slide?

(No response.)

MR PONERS: Do you all -- do you all see
t he slide?

Ckay. | can wait a mnute. There it is.
We got it. Again, this is slide nunber 34, in the
exhi bit.

This slide shows sonme characteristic
photo -- characteristic photographs of the biol ogical
resources on-site. The project's |andscape is
predom nantly creosote, bursage, and nesquite, and
surrounding the solar array and the eastern portion of

the gen-tie project. Towards the western end of the

81

project, the vegetation is a bit nore diverse, consisting

of saguaro, ocotillo, and pal o verde, as the topography
gains slightly in elevation.

Next slide, please.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman?
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CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: A qui ck question,

M. Powers. | recall, |I think it was in your testinony
earlier, about the Monarch butterfly. | have a little
bit of experience with ml|kweed, and | don't see any

m | kweed growi ng here. And | can't possibly imagine it
growi ng here. Is -- fill nmeinalittle bit here.

MR PONERS: M. Chairman, Menber Kryder,
so the Monarch butterfly -- the consultation of the
Monarch butterfly was included in our project, because
it's proposed listed, and it could be potentially listed
w thin the operational period of our project. So the
Fish and Wldlife Service and the BLMincluded that in
the Section 7 consultation as a conference. So it's not
an official consultation for the species and the take of
that species, it's a conference to determ ne potenti al
best managenent practices through the project.

MEMBER KRYDER  Ckay.

MR PONERS: | believe there is one
m | kweed plant that was identified in our solar array.

MEMBER KRYDER: No shit?

MR PONERS: And there's a few other plants
within the general study area. W don't anticipate the
Monarch butterfly --

MEMBER KRYDER: Flyi ng through.
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MR PONERS:. -- flying through our project
ar ea.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you.

MR PONERS: But it was included
nonet hel ess.

CHWN STAFFORD: And you'll cover that one
further when you get to the environnental portion after
the cultural resources portion?

MR POMNERS: No, | don't -- | don't cover
any nore of the Section 7 consultation further on. And
so if there's other questions, |'mhappy to stand for
questi oni ng.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Well, we've been
goi ng for about 90 mnutes, so | --

MR PONERS: | have -- | think |I have one
nore slide and then I'"mgoing to turn it over to
M. Knox.

CHWN STAFFORD: Al right. Wll, | think
|'m | ooking at the court reporter, we can do one nore
slide and then we'll take our break.

MR PONERS: Okay. Thank you.

And for the record, cultural resources,
this is slide nunber 35 in the record. And so this kind
of calls back to the question prior regarding the types
of sites in and around this project area. And so this
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slide does show sone characteristic photographs of the
types of cultural resources found throughout this area,
the state of Arizona. | can't show exactly what we found
or where these were found, as we discussed prior, but I
did want to show sonme exanples of the sites that we are
avoi di ng and protecting.

This slide shows exanple rock rings,
fragnented netate, which are grinding stones where fol ks
woul d grind beans and seeds, and potential trail sites.
But, again, all sites on our project are going to be
avoi ded and protect ed.

Next slide, please.

I'll now turn it over to ny coll eague,

M. R chard Knox with Tetra Tech, and he's going to wal k
you t hrough the visual -- visual resources for --

CHWN STAFFORD: Al right. Well, | think
this is a good stopping point to take a break and give
our court reporter a rest.

Before we do, ny review of the application
so that there was, |like you said, there was a -- it
didn't list the nunber of plants found, but you said
there was one or two at the actual site of the sol ar
array, but it was along a wash at the west end of the
gen-tie, it said that there was nore. But | just -- |
need -- if during the break if you can figure out how
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many -- how many plants there were of the mlkweed in
that wash towards the west end of the gen-tie that were
mentioned in the environnental report.

MR POMNERS: M. Chairman, | can look into
t hat .

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Thank you.

Ckay. And wth that, let's take an
approxi mately 15-m nute recess.

(Recessed from11:34 a.m until 11:52 a.m)

CHWN STAFFORD:. Let's go back on the
recor d.

Al right. M. Gabel.

MS. GRABEL: Thank you, M. Chairnman. W
have a coupl e of updates with answers to the questions
the commttee has asked in the earlier session. So with
respect to the federal and state | aws governing the
confidentiality of the sensitive cultural and
archaeol ogi cal sites, the applicable federal |aws include
Section 304, and that's 54 USC Section 307.103 of the
National Hi storic Preservation Act and the
Ar chaeol ogi cal --

CHWN STAFFCORD: Say that again sl ower.

MS. GRABEL: Okay. So it's Section 304,
and then in parens, that is 54 USC Section 307.103, end
parens, of the National H storic Preservation Act.
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Anot her applicable federal law is the Archaeol ogi cal
Resources Protection Act, and that is found at 16 USC
Section 470hh. And then the applicable state law is ARS
Section 39-125.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.

MS. GRABEL: You're wel cone.

And then with reg- -- excuse ne -- respect
to Menber Fontes's question about the insurance, | think
Ms. Varra has an update.

M5. VARRA: |s this on? Nope.

Ckay. The project LLCis insured during
construction and operations, and | believe there was
anot her question regarding finance and the project wll
be project financed not corporate financed, just to
clarify.

M5. GRABEL: And | think the final question
asked was the distance fromour project to the Kofa, and
| think M. Knox had an answer to that.

MR. KNOX: Thank you. That's correct.
That's correct. It's approximately four and a half to
five mles south of the project.

M5. GRABEL: Did we m ss any questions?

CHWN STAFFORD: The ot her one was how nmuch
m | kweed is there along the wash at the west end of the
gen-tie?
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BY MS. GRABEL:

Q M. Powers, were you able to find that?

A (MR PONERS) Yes, M. Chairman -- M. Chairnan,
| have references in our biological assessnent that is
bei ng prepared by the Fish and Wldlife Service -- or,

' msorry, BLMand the Fish and Wldlife Service.
don't have in the specific wash west of our project, |
could say that there are no docunmented occurrences of
Monarch butterfly within our action area for the
bi ol ogi cal assessnment. There were larval caterpillars
docunmented in Cctober of 2013 within the action area
nearly 20 mles south of the project area.

Hol d on one second. | lost ny place again. M
apol ogi es.

The Western Monarch M| kweed Mapper shows no
occurrence records of Mnarch butterfly individuals or
m | kweed species in the project area. The nearest
observations of Monarch butterfly adults consist of a
cluster of occurrences between 2008 to 2011,
approxi mately 55 m | es sout heast of the project area, and
it's outside of our action area near Buckeye, Arizona.

We di d conduct project field surveys in 2021,
'22, and ' 23, and those did include surveys for Mnarch
butterflies as a target species. No known -- although no
I ndi vi dual Monarch butterflies were observed, Hartweg's
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tw nevine, a mlkweed speci es was observed wthin the
solar site, and in the western edge of that gen-tie
corridor, which I believe you were referencing with
regard to the m | kweed speci es.

This was an indication that there was a
potential that the species could occur within the project
area, and thus, it was included in the BA, which is the
mechani sm for consultati on between the biolog- -- Bureau
of Land Managenent and U.S. Fish and Wldlife Service.

And then during the field surveys in 2021 a
Queen butterfly, which is a close relative of the
Monarch, but it's a nonmgratory resident of Arizona and
t he Sonoran Desert, which also feeds on m | kweed, but
it's widespread throughout the state, was identified in a
stock tank with surface water outside of the solar
facility.

It was concl uded during our field surveys,

t hough, that based on the |ack of m | kweed popul ati ons

observed wthin our project area, including our gen-tie
during the field surveys, it's unlikely that there wl |
be any potential habitat.

CHW STAFFORD: Right. Still, how plants were

t here, because you said there's a single plant in the

project area for the gen- -- for the solar field, so
that -- in the generation site --
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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MR. PONERS:. Yes, that was the Hartweg's
tw nevine, which is a ml kwed species, observed wthin
the solar facility.

CHWN STAFFORD: Right. And then also
noti ced nore al ong the wash of the western gen-tie, just
trying to find out how many, is it a single plant or is
it multiple plants?

MR POANERS: No, | don't think we
quantified it, because it was out of -- outside of the
action area.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. So, |like, where --
Is it outside the requested corridor, | guess?

MR POAERS: Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD. Gkay. All right.

| s there anything further from nenbers, or
are we ready for M. Knox?

(No response.)

BY MS. GRABEL:

Q Ckay. M. Knox, before you begin, you're about
to wal k through sonme of the visual sinulations and
phot ographs of this project; is that correct?

A (MR KNOX) That is correct.

Q And if a commttee nenber wanted to | ook at al
of the visual sinulations for the Ranegras Pl ains project
t hat was prepared, where would those be found?
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A (MR KNOX) Those are included in -- well, it was
Exhi bit E of the CEC application. They're also included
on the placemat.

CHWN STAFFORD: Pl acemat .
MR KNOX: Thank you.
BY MS. GRABEL:

Q All right. Go ahead and wal k us through the
vi sual sinul ations, please.

A (MR KNOX) Ckay. So today | will be providing a
bri ef overview of the visual resources anal ysis conducted
for the Ranegras Pl ains Energy Center. W began the
analysis by defining the study area. For this project,
the study area under the direction of the Bureau of Land
Managenent was identified five mles out fromthe
requested corridor. Then we identified key observation
points, or KOPs, within the study area. W identified a
total of 34 key observation points. W'Il only be going
over a handful of key observation points that are cl osest
to -- to the gen-tie and show ng representati ve phot os of
t hose key observati on points.

CHWN STAFFORD: And we're | ooking at slide 36 of
the presentation and that's also what's on the back of
the placenmat as well, isn't it?

MR KNOX: That's correct.
CHWN STAFFORD,  Ckay.
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MR. KNOX: And so the inmge that you're
referencing on the placemat has a nunber of colors on it,
and the Bureau of Land Managenent cl assifies four
different -- there's four different |evels of
classification, it's VRM C ass 1 through VRM C ass 4.
VRM C ass 1 on your placenent is shown as red, and it's
in the New Waters Mountain W /| derness Area, and VRM
Class 4 is the dark green surroundi ng Brenda. The two
zones in between are VRM C ass 2, which is shown in the
orange, and then VRM Class 3, which is shown in yell ow.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Maybe it's obvious, but not
to nme, what determ nes a class?

MR KNOX: Uh-huh. That's a good questi on.

MEMBER KRYDER: Can you build that for nme a
little bit?

MR. KNOX: Sure. Absolutely.

So the way the BLM nanages vi sual resources
I's under the Visual Resource Managenent System of 1984.
And they classify -- they look at three different
criteria as it relates to | andscape -- they | ook at
scenic quality. Scenic quality is divided into Cass A,
Class B, and Cass C | andscapes. So O ass A | andscapes
are the nost distinctive.
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So on this map in the red is VRM d ass 1,
and that's the New Waters Muntain Wlderness. It's a
di verse | andscape in the nountains. There's |ots of
colors, lots of different textures, and there's |ikely
wat er present in, you know, springs. So they break it up
into scenic quality, A B, and C, C being the |east
distinctive, |like creosote, flat bursage that we see
driving out to Los Angeles. And then A is the nost
di stinctive, like New Waters Muntai ns W | der ness, and
then Bis in between, so it's a mx, right?

The second criteria they use is viewer
sensitivity. And they rate viewer sensitivity as | ow,
noderate, and high. So, again, we have a range. And | ow
is, for exanple, along Interstate 10 driving at 75 mles
an hour, it's a destination route, whereas a high
sensitivity would be, like, on a BLM backcountry byway,
where you' re going there specifically to viewthe
| andscape. So that's a high |level of sensitivity. A |ow
| evel of sensitivity is Interstate 10. And then you have
a noderate |level of sensitivity, which is in the mddle,
ri ght?

And then the third criteria that they use
i s distance zones. So di stance zones are broken up for
the BLMin different ranges. And for the VRM system
they break it up into zero to three mles, three mles to
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five mles, and then five mles to 15 mles. That
doesn't really work well for project-specific analysis,
right? And so what we did, and under the direction of
the BLM is we broke the distance |evel -- distance zones
into zero to one mle --

MEMBER KRYDER  Ckay.

MR KNOX: -- one to three mles, and then
three to five mles, right? And once they -- once then
t hey have the -- once they conduct baseline anal ysis of
the -- of a specific |andscape, what's the scenic

quality, what's the sensitivity of the viewer to change
on that | andscape, and what's the distance that that
viewer is froma specific | andscape. Then they assign
VRM cl asses, VRM 1, 2, 3, and 4.

MEMBER KRYDER: Wth -- with 1 being | owest
or hi ghest?

MR KNOX: One being the highest. So -- so
you can't, for exanple, in any VRM1 or 2, in -- in the
Resour ce Managenment Plan -- the BLM uses Resource
Managenent Plan to nmanage the lands in which they're in
charge of. So the Yuma -- the 2010 Yuma Resource
Managenent Pl an specifically says that in VRM O ass 1 and
VRM Cl ass 2, solar facilities, transm ssion |lines, these
types of things -- this is one of the reasons why Ten
West Link was routed around the Kofa and other sensitive
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areas, right, it was views. Wen Devers-Pal o Verde was
first put init was a very long tine ago, and things were
different, and so we're at a different place.

So you have that criteria, then they assign
VRM1, 2, 3, or 4. And 3 -- so 3 -- we're in VRM 3, on
the map is yellow. And so the project occurs in VRM 3.
VRM 3 neans that the change in the | andscape -- or change
in the | andscape can occur, but it can't be a dom nant
feature in the |l andscape. VRM 4 says that it can be a
dom nant feature in the |andscape. And that's -- and
there are other -- there's other nuances to that.

So, for exanple, Ten West Link is currently
constructed in a VRM 3, right? Qur project is sited
parall el and south of Interstate 10, right? And so you
have a reduction in inpact. And the Chairnman stated it
earlier when we were tal king about a cluster of residents
around the Pilot truck stop, that they have to | ook
through Ten West Link to see the Ranegras Pl ains, so the
setting has already been affected, right?

And so if you had -- | would expect in Ten
West Link's EIS to have a higher |level of inpact in the
same area that we're at, but Ranegras Plains is a | ower
| evel of inpact, only because the setting has been
visually affected by Ten West Link.

MEMBER KRYDER: That's very hel pful. Thank
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you.

MR KNOX:  Uh- huh.

CHWN STAFFORD: And the margi nal inpact of
that second line is nmuch | ower, because | guess at sone
poi nt the margi nal effect would get greater if you had,
like, if it's the 15th line, or sonething, but if there's
one existing 500-kV, you add anot her one further away,
and it seens intuitively to have a | esser inpact, a
mar gi nal i npact woul d be al nost negligible conpared to --
than the inpact of the first line.

MR KNOX: That's exactly right. And,
agai n, going back to the guiding docunment, which is BLM s
Yunma Resource Managenent Plan, they specifically state a
nunber of areas that the consolidation of these types of
facilities is preferred, because then you' re not
bi secting habitat in other areas, you're using existing
construction access roads, you're mrroring nodeling, you
know, your gen-tie with another gen-tie, matching spans,
you know, as you go down Interstate 10 towards PVNGS,
even wth the Ten West Link, the Ten West Link mrrored
and nodel ed the Devers line crossing Interstate 10,
structure for structure.

And in that sense, this consolidation and
then m m cking other structures reduces visual inpact,
but then you have to -- again, you have to ask the
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questi on about how sensitive is the driver along
Interstate 10 doing 80 mles an hour? Do they really
care, as opposed to being on a backcountry byway.

MEMBER KRYDER And that's the segue for ny
next question. This sounds highly subjective that, in
other words, if | had a bad burrito last night | m ght
answer sone of these questions differently than if | had
a dish of ice cream okay? Howin the world is this al
conpi | ed, going back to BLM? | nean, | understand
they're the big dog in the argunent, and they tell you
what you have to follow, but sonewhere buried behind all
of that is soneone, | assune, soneones, or is it a
commttee? How does that all happen? | know this -- |
don't nean to go down a rabbit hole, M. Chairnman, but it
seens to ne that you are put in a reasonably difficult
spot where you have to live with the rule that's given to
you, but you have no input on how that rule is
ascertained. Speak to ne alittle bit, if you know, and
"Il try to keep short and I'Il zip ny lip nyself.

Who de- -- who devel ops this dog?
MR KNOX: And so it's a coll aborative

effort.
MEMBER KRYDER: Blane it on the conmttee,
okay.
MR. KNOX: So you're exactly right, visual
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resources is a subjective topic that not only the Bureau
of Land Managenent has codified in their Visual Resource
Managenent System of 1984, but in 1996, the Forest
Service inplenmented the scenery managenent system And
the difference between the two is the Forest Service

| ooks at absorption capability in the | andscape, so the
ability of the project to be absorbed wthin the existing
| andscape, where the BLM | ooks at the contrast of the
proj ect against the existing | andscape. It's the sane
idea, it's just looked at in a different |ens.

And to nmake -- to nake it nore -- to nake
it nore objective, it's actually pretty straightforward,
| ' ve been doing this for 30 years, | noved into project
managenent role, but when | started working at the
Coronado National Forest as a | andscape architect, |
| earned what ot her people were doing to make it nore
obj ective. And so -- so you inventory your sensitive
vi ewers, you inventory your scenic quality or the Forest
Service calls it scenic integrity, right? And then you
inventory the distance that the viewer is fromspecific
| andscapes, and you can nake a matrix of that. And if
you have X and you have Y and you have Z, it cones up to
whet her you're in or out of conpliance with VRM O asses 1
t hr ough 4.

MEMBER KRYDER: Very hel pful. | can
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envi sage sonebody having a whole lifetinme of that. Thank
you.

MR KNOX: You're wel cone.

MEMBER GOLD: M. Chairnman?

CHWN STAFFORD:. Yes, Menber Col d.

MEMBER GOLD: This again is for M. Knox.
| see there's a |ot of thought, you have a | ot of
know edge on this, and it was sonething that | was not
aware of before. | see the color schene is based on the
rai nbow, red, orange, yellow, green, in your diagram but
" mnoticing sone areas that have no col or.

MR KNOX:  Uh- huh.

MEMBER GOLD: What is that?

MR. KNOX: That's private land. And so the
Bureau of Land Managenent is not in a position to -- you
know, beauty is in the eye of the beholder, right, so
you're not going to tell soneone in Hope that they have a
C | andscape when they consider it an A | andscape.

MEMBER GCOLD:  CGot cha.

MR. KNOX: They don't have jurisdiction.

MEMBER GOLD: So that neans that the red --
the dark red color in the 1 -- the Cass 1 area, the one
t hat surrounds where | guess mnes are --

MR KNOX:  Uh- huh.

MEMBER GOLD: -- so mnes would be in a
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nount ai nous area. |'mguessing area one i s a nountai nous
area?

MR KNOX: Yeah, that's the New Water
Mount ai ns W derness Area.

MEMBER GOLD: That woul d make perf ect
sense.

MR KNOX:  Uh- huh.

MEMBER GOLD: AlIl right. Never knew any of
that stuff before.

MR KNOX:  Uh- huh.

MEMBER GOLD: Okay. Thank you.

MR. KNOX: There's a systemto it.

MEMBER GOLD: There is. Thought went into

MR KNOX: Ckay. So -- so | think we've
covered what the map is showing. And -- and on the nmap
we sel ected key observation points in which to sinmulate
t he proposed project, so then those are the |abels. W
have three simulations that we'll present. Sinmulation 1,
2, and 3. And then their associ ated key observati on
poi nts, which we'll go through in the -- in the next
phot os.

So I'"'mon slide 37. So key observation
point 3 was taken along Interstate 10 looking in a
sout h/ sout heast direction near the Series Conpensation
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Station Swtchyard. The foreground can be characterized
as | owl and Sonoran Desert scrub and relatively fl at
rolling terrain. The hills in the m ddle ground and New
Water Mountains in the distant background provide
addi ti onal contrast reduction through what's call ed

t opogr aphi ¢ backdr oppi ng.

And so backdropping is when topography is
pl aced behind, in this case, the transmssion line. And
what topographi c backdropping tends to do is absorb the
project. It reduces project contrast. It nmakes it nore
difficult for the feature to be seen. Further al ong
Interstate 10 intermttent pockets of dense vegetation,
nmesquite, creosote reduce project visibility.

So the New Water Muntai ns wat ershed runs
down towards Interstate 10, and ultimately it drains into
Bouse Wash. And what happens al ong the sout hern edge of
Interstate 10 i s you have nore dense vegetati on grow h,
you have | arger creosote bushes, and you have | arger
nmesquites. And those -- and those provide intermttent
screening along Interstate 10.

Finally, the project would be sited
approximately one-half mle, so this is fromthis key
observation point 3, approximately one-half mle from
Interstate 10. So the conbi nation of distance,
veget ati on screeni ng, and topographi ¢ backdroppi ng al
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aid in the reduction of project contrast and project

visibility.

Ckay. Now we're at key observation point
4. So key observation point 4 -- and we should be on
sl i de 38.

So there you go. Thanks, Ei.

So key observation point 4 was taken al ong
Interstate 10 facing in a south/southeast direction.
Here the di stance fromthe project has increased, and
t opogr aphi ¢ backdropping is avail abl e through the
Eagl etail Mwuntains in the far di stant background and the
New Wat er Mountains. The vegetation is nostly
I ndi stinctive, being honbgeneous creosote, bursage plain
on a very flat terrain. This |andscape type is
predom nant in southern Arizona, and one of the reasons
t hat BLM nanages these types of lands in VRM O ass 3 and
VRM Cl ass 4.

CHWN STAFFORD: How cone the KOP on the
screen | ooks different than the KOP on the placenat?

MEMBER KRYDER: KCOPs.

M5. GRABEL: M. Chairnan, the placemats
have the sinmul ations on them as opposed to just the
phot ograph of the key observation point. W wll be
goi ng through the visual sinulations later in the
present ati on.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 243 VOLUME |  02/10/2025 102

CHWN STAFFORD: Isn't the existing one
going to be the sane as the sane as what the key
observation -- key observation point shows?

MR KNOX: Well, you're speaking, Chairman,
of key observation point 47

CHWN STAFFORD: Correct.

MR. KNOX: So key observation point 4 is
along Interstate 10. On ny maps, on both on slide 36 and
on the placemat, key observation point 4 is at the
correct | ocation.

CHWN STAFFORD: Right. But in the existing
conditions |'mseeing a fence |I'm not seeing on the
screen here. |It's at a different angle alnost, it | ooks
like.

MEMBER GOLD: It's at a different angle.
Yeah, fence is in the background.

CHWN STAFFORD: Right. The fence is in a
different position. It says key observation point 4,
simul ation 1.

MR, KNOX: Sinulation -- it says -- it says
simulation 1, it says figure 4. On the placenat?

CHWN STAFFORD: Here it says KOP-4,
simulation 1; figure 4, simulation 1. |It's different
than what |'m seeing on the screen, because here's the
existing, and |I'm | ooking along the fence and then here,
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it looks like |I'm | ooking nore perpendicul ar instead of
parallel to the fence.

MS. SKULSTAD: Yeah, it's a different
pi cture fromthe sane spot.

MR KNOX: Yeah, that's correct.

So when we phot ographed KOPs, we took
180-degree views, so we have four different pictures that

support KOP-4. The ones that are in the presentati on and

the ones that -- the two that were in the siml ati on were
taken fromthe sane |ocation, but at a different -- at a
different vantage -- it's at the sane vantage point, but

it was taken at a different |ocation.

CHWN STAFFORD: Facing a different
di recti on?

MR KNOX: Thank you. Facing a different
direction. Thank you.

MEMBER GOLD: A different orientation. One
| ooks I'i ke you're | ooking south, the other |ooks Iike
you're looking a little nore southeast.

CHWN STAFFORD: Right. So you can see --

MR KNOX: That's correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: If you |l ook at the figure
4, simulation 1 on the placenmat it shows, |ike, the cone
show ng the view of this shot. Do you have the simlar
reflection, so we can see which --
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MEMBER MERCER: M. Chairnman?

CHWN STAFFORD: -- angle -- just a
second -- what angle you're | ooking at fromthe one
that's on the screen.

Yes, Menber Mercer.

MEMBER MERCER: |If we go and | ook at slide
43, it has the sane pictures as we're seeing in the
pl acemat .

CHWN STAFFORD: That's just what it is?

MEMBER MERCER: Yeah, but that one is
definitely not the sane.

CHWN STAFFORD: Right. So do you have, for
exanple, like, in the placemat one, like | said, the cone
show ng which direction it is -- can you provide that for
this KOP-4 which angle it's | ooki ng?

MR KNOX: Yes, we can.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Can you throw that
up on the screen real quick, so | can get ny bearings?

MEMBER MERCER: That woul d be slide 43.

MR KNOX: That's -- that's correct.

So -- so the KOP-4, these -- these slides
right here, are intended to describe the | andscapi ng,
whi ch the project crosses. The simulation photos taken
fromthe sane |location at a different orientation are --
were presented to show what the project | ooks |ike.
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These are -- this is a -- these are baseline pictures,
there's no sinulation in -- in the slide presentation.

CHWN STAFFORD: So yes, the one |I'm | ooking
at here is KOP-4A and B.

MR KNOX:  Uh- huh.

CHWN STAFFORD: There's no -- this is the
actual photographs, no sinulation, correct?

MR. KNOX: That's correct. They're
characterizati on photos of the | andscape that the project
is crossing. And you can see in the text in the -- in
t he binder, for exanple, the top photo was taken at
106 degrees east/sout heast, where KOP-4B was taken at
180 -- so nore south, 180 degrees.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Let me pull it up in
here, then, because | -- what |I'mlooking for is the cone
whi ch shows which way |I'm | ooking for the picture.

MR KNOX: Right.

MR PONERS: That's not included in the
exhi bit.

MR, KNOX: R ght. There's not a one --
there's not a one-to-one match between sinulation 1 and
KOP- 4, although they're taken at the sane | ocation, it's
a different -- it's a different orientation of the photo.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. So |I'm |l ooking at
slide 38 of the presentation, the top photograph is taken
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| ooki ng which direction?

MR KNOX: East/sout heast about
106 degr ees.

CHWN STAFFORD: And then the bottom one?

MR KNOX: |Is south, so you're | ooking
pretty much at 180 degrees south. So you're |ooking at
t he New Water Mountai ns Wl derness on the eastern fl ank,
and then the Eagletails on the far left.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay.

M5. GRABEL: M. Chairman, would it be
hel pful if M. Ancharski highlighted them on the map
that's displayed on the screen?

MR. ANCHARSKI: So the first one -- oh,
sorry, the first one would be | ooking east -- say
east/southeast in this -- this direction towards the
solar array. And then the second, 4B, is looking -- is
| ooki ng sout h.

CHWVN STAFFORD: Are you highlighting
sonet hi ng, because |I'm not seeing anything on the screen.

MR. ANCHARSKI: OCh, it's not show ng up,
|"'msorry. \ere --

MR KNOX: So as a point of reference,

M. Chairman, if you're looking at sinulation 1, and you
see the cone shape off to the -- see I'"mon the right
side of the photograph, and there's a little cone shape,
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and if you |l ook at KOP-4B, which is -- should be
the -- well, the photographs that were shown, you'll see

t hat cone, but the orientation of the viewis nore to the

sout heast .

CHWN STAFFORD: Right. And where does that
show on the cone? 1Is it on -- let's see -- right, | see
it here.

MR KNOX:  Uh- huh.

CHWN STAFFCORD: But 4B was one of the two
i rages we saw previously on the screen.

Ckay. That's 5.

MEMBER GOLD: This is 4A and B

CHWN STAFFORD: Right. So | see fromthis
shot, | have the cone, and these ones | don't. So | was
trying to see if they could show that.

MR KNOX: That cone there --

THE REPORTER: | have to be able to hear
you.

MR. ANCHARSKI : Richard, can you cone here
and do it? Can you do it on the screen?

MR KNOX: So go to the next -- so that's
the correct -- that's the correct lo- --

CHWN STAFFORD: Can you get a mcrophone in
front of him so she can hear him There you go.

MR KNOX: So that's the correct |ocation
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of KOP-4.

CHWN STAFFORD. Ri ght.

MR KNOX: Now go to the -- and so this
cone here -- you see this cone right here? It's a good
point of reference -- oh, well, it went away. Wat's
happeni ng?

CHWN STAFFORD,  Ckay.

MR. KNOX: So this cone right here.

CHWN STAFFORD: This nountain -- you're
tal ki ng about the nountain formation there?

MR KNOX: That one right there.

CHWN STAFFORD: Right, okay.

MR. KNOX: Now, if you | ooked at the

pl acemat - -

CHWN STAFFORD:  Unh- huh.

MR KNOX: -- that cone -- that cone is off
to the right nore. That cone is -- that cone is right
her e.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. So it's just
a --

MR KNOX: It's a different -- we took a
nunber -- we took a nunber of different photos fromthe

same | ocation at different orientations.
CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. And then the one on
top, that nountain is not even in the shot.
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MR. KNOX: R ght. Because we noved the
canera further to the north, so this is -- this is
| ooki ng nore east and this is | ooking nore sout heast.

And this one is | ooking nore south.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Maybe it would be --
clarify if | nentioned that the way | understand it, the
two pictures that are up on the screen are sinply to show
us what the vegetation around that particul ar point
| ooked like. And the simulation is shown by the cone.

So there is no cone that shows anyt hi ng about what those
two pictures are up there, other than just the | ocation
itsel f.

CHWN STAFFORD: Right. R ght. That was ny
conf usi on, because typically when we get a KOP, it's from
one location in one direction and they showit wth and
w thout. They don't pan it different ways, so --

MEMBER LI TTLE: The sinul ati on does that,
but --

CHWN STAFFORD: Right. R ght. So this one
t hey have additional things fromthe sanme KOP at a

different angle, so | was trying to get a perspective of

whi ch way | was | ooki ng based on that. But you expl ai ned
it. |1 got it. Thank you.
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M5. GRABEL: And, M. Chairnman, to Menber
Little's point, the KOPs that M. Knox is wal ki ng through
is found is Exhibit B-9 to the CEC application, whereas
the visual simulations are found in Exhibit E. They're
meant to denonstrate two different things.

MEMBER GOLD: M. Chairnman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber ol d.

MEMBER GOLD: Ckay. So if | understand
this correctly, we have different orientations from each
of the KOPs in the inmages. The inmages on slide 38 are a
different orientation than the placemat, but part of the
CEC is the slides, not the placemat or is the placenat
part of the CEC too0?

MS. GRABEL: The placenmat is not in
evidence. It's just an illustrative --

MEMBER GOLD: That's what | wanted to
say --

MS. GRABEL: Correct.

MEMBER GOLD: -- clarify. So the thing
that we're really looking at is the vegetation in slide
38 and slide 39, to prove your point. Suggestion for the
future, keep the sane pictures.

MR KNOX: Under st ood.

MEMBER GOLD: Just a suggestion. It
doesn't affect -- it doesn't affect what we're -- what
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we're doing, but it just confuses us a little.

MR, KNOX: Ckay.

CHWN STAFFORD: Well, | think later on with
the pictures that are here, the existing simulations,
they're in the record, they're not -- it's not, like, a
new thing, it's in here, it's just in a different
context, you said one was in Exhibit --

M5. GRABEL: B-9 is the KOPs. And then the
visual sinulations are in Exhibit E.

CHWN STAFFORD: E, right.

M5. GRABEL: And we will be wal ki ng through
the visual sinulations. | think M. Knox just wants to
orient us as to the KOPs. And then we'll wal k through
the visual sins that --

CHWN STAFFORD: Ri ght .

M5. GRABEL: -- we're used to seeing.

CHWN STAFFORD: Right. 1t's just hel pful
if we don't get different views fromthe sanme KOP, so
was just -- you know, because |I'm | ooking at the screen
and I|'m|looking at the KOP with the cone, and it's
totally different. And I'mtrying to orient nyself to
what we're |l ooking at. You' ve gotten that covered, so
now | won't need to ask that question for everyone that
you're doing just to show what the environnent | ooks
like. It's just -- typically, we don't -- we don't get
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nore than one point of view fromeach KOP. So it kind of
threw ne off a little bit. But |I've got it, and pl ease
pr oceed.

MR KNOX: Ckay. | amon slide 39 and this
is at KOP-5. KOP-5 was taken along the EIl Paso Nat ur al
Gas Pipeline, which al so doubles as a connector route for
the Arizona Peace Trail. And so it's inportant to
understand that the Arizona Peace Trail proper in our
study area occurs east and off-site al ong Hovatter Road,
east of the solar array. The BLM has designated the
El Paso Natural Gas Pipeline as a connector route to get
to the Arizona Peace Trail, so that's inportant to
under st and.

So KOP-5 was taken at this -- this junction
of the project and the pipeline. Again, we see a fairly
honbgeneous | andscape type, a Cass C type | andscape,

W th creosote, bursage, and it's very flat and very
sparse. And you can see -- in the upper left picture,
you can see the pipeline right-of-way towards the right
side of that picture.

CHWN STAFFORD: Can you zoomin on that?

MR KNOX: Uh-huh. That's correct.

So El Paso Natural Gas has a 50-foot w de
right-of-way. This pipeline continues into the Phoenix
area, and then heads south down to Tucson. It also forns
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the southern edge. W're offset by 100 feet, but it
fornms the southern edge of the solar array. So if you
| ook at your placemat again and you | ook at the sol ar
array, there's a straight line that goes fromKOP-5 to
t he west and you follow the dotted |ine and you see that
it forms the southern boundary of the solar array.

|'ve just got to | og back in.

Ckay. KOP-16 on your placemat is north of
Interstate 10 in the line green area, and it's taken east
or along Vicksburg Road | ooki ng east at predom nantly
agricultural fields. And fromthis distance of
approximately two to three mles, the project would be
nearly inpossible to see. At about two mles if you held
a toothpick of up to a 500-kV structure, the toothpick
woul d bl ock that structure.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Qui ck question, M. Knox.
VWhat ki nd of crops?

MR KNOX: You know, | think these are
al fal fa, Tinothy crops.

MEMBER KRYDER: But you don't know the

di fference?

MR KNOX: Well, | used to have horses.
Tinothy is nore hot for horses, | don't know But |
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think it's -- | think it's a grass speci es.

MEMBER KRYDER  Ckay.

MR KNOX: Ckay. |I'mon slide 41 at
KOP-23. KOP-23 was taken fromlinterstate 10 | ooking
south. From here the project would be approxi mately one
mle to the south and the gen-tie would come in towards
the right side of this inmage and we do have a sinul ation
of this KOP. And the New Water Mbunt ai ns provi des
addi ti onal topographi c backdropping that reduces project
contrast. And along this area, too, there is vegetative
screening -- intermttent vegetative screening that
assists in reducing project contrast and project
visibility.

KOP-33, I'mon slide 42, was taken from
Vi cksburg Road, | ooking sout heast, and you can see the
Ten West Link 500-kV transmi ssion line in the foreground.
Here the project would parallel this transm ssion |ine
into the project substation to the east and on the south.
Again, we see a fairly common and indistinctive | andscape
of sparse creosote, bursage. So now I'll wal k you
t hrough the sinmul ati ons devel oped for the project.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LITTLE: |1'mlooking at the map in
B-9 that shows all of the KOPs. | " mnot sure that we
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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have anything up on the screen that you can point it out
to nme, but where is the La Posa SRVA?

MR KNOX: That's a very good questi on,
Commttee Menber -- it's Little?

MEMBER LI TTLE:  Uh- huh.

MR, KNOX: So the SMRA [sic] is a special
managenent recreation area, and La Posa begins just west
of the solar array fence line. So the solar array fence
line is where it's at, because that's the end
of -- that's the far eastern end of the La Posa SVRA

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. And how far, then,
west does it go?

MR KNOX: It extends all the way to
Quartzsite. And then it heads south towards
Interstate 8. It's very -- the La Posa SMRA is very
| ar ge.

MEMBER LI TTLE: And where -- where is it
relative north and south to the project? 1Is it
continue -- | nean, does the project go right through it?

MR, KNOX: It does go right through it.
And there's no prohibition in the Yunma RWP for these
types of facilities, for transm ssion |lines, for access
roads. There is a prohibition for the solar array. You
can't put the solar array in the La Posa SVRA,
but -- uh-huh.
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MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. And | sort of
gat hered fromwhat | read in the application that that is
used a lot by offroad vehicles and --

MR KNOX: That's correct.

MEMBER LI TTLE: So there's a | ot of people
out there tearing it up probably, right?

MR. KNOX: They are tearing it up. And I'd
like to bring Patty Varra back into the discussion here.

As part of our outreach, she reached out to the CHV

communi ty.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you. That answers ny
questi on.

MS. VARRA: Apologies, | have to bring ny
not es up.

MS. GRABEL: Do you have a question for M.
Varra, Menber Little?

MEMBER LI TTLE: No, | didn't. | think you
answered ny question, thank you.

MS. VARRA: Ckay. Thank you.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Well, | guess | could ask,
what was their response? | nean, what was their --

MS. VARRA: They had no objection. They
were fine with our plans. There is a very slight
al i gnnent of the connector route, so currently it jogs
left north alittle bit. The connector route wthin the
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project site area. Wat we proposed is getting rid of
that jog north and strai ghtening out the connector route
to follow along the existing gas |line that nost of them
are using anyway. And so both of the recreational
vehi cl e associ ati ons that we reached out to had no
obj ection to the proposed realignnment of that connector
route.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Who el se has jurisdiction
over the connector route or is it just a --

MS. VARRA: W did reach out to the Arizona

Trail, Incorporated -- Arizona Peace Trail, Incorporated,
who does -- they're a volunteer group who does the
mai nt enance and things. And so -- and they did support

the realignnent.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. Thank you.

MR, KNOX: Ckay. So sinmulation 1, | think
it mght be inportant to just orient the conmttee to how
the sinmulations are laid out. So on the right margin is
where the sinulation photo was taken from And then the
second -- the photo in the center is nore detail -specific
to its regional location. The top picture is the
exi sting and then the bottom picture is the sinul ated
Vi ew.

So sinmulation 1 was devel oped from KOP
nunber 4 along Interstate 10, approximately a half mle
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fromthe project |ooking south/southeast. The Ten West
Link can be seen in the sinulation. Also, if you look in
the center of that sinulation, you'll see two of the
three-pole structures. These are structures 43 and 44.
They're left of center in the sinulation. For travelers
along Interstate 10 driving at 70 to 80 m |l es an hour,
the project would be visible, but would not dom nate the
vi ewshed. Again, that's an inportant criteria for the
Bureau of Land Managenent when it cones to them maki ng

t he decision of the project being in conpliance with
their VRM system

Travel along I-10 were assigned a noderate
| evel of sensitivity during the visual analysis, given
t he di stance, nondi stinctive | andscape type, again, d ass
C, and noderate sensitivity level of the viewer. The
project would conformwith the BLMVRM Cass 3. And in
the current DEI'S, Draft Environnental |npact Statenent,
that -- that is the decision that the BLM has nade, that
the project does conformwth VRM C ass 3.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LITTLE: I'ma little confused by
this one, in that the existing picture doesn't show the
Ten West Link. Is it not constructed there yet?

MR KNOX: That's correct. At the tine
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that these photos were taken, it wasn't constructed.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. So the sinulation
shows both, then, or --

MR KNOX: The simul ati on shows the
Ranegras Pl ai ns Energy Center project.

MEMBER LI TTLE: But the Ten West Link wll
also be in -- in that viewshed?

MR KNOX: That's correct.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay.

MR KNOX: At this portion. So Ten \West
Link, | believe it was two years ago, went to
construction, and they constructed it and they put in
certain structures. They used two different structures.
They used a Delta-v that's guide, and then they used the
four-footed lattice structure. And they put in the Vs
and they only put in a handful of the lattice structure,
and then they cane back and they had themall in and then
ran the conductors.

You'll see in, for exanple, simulation
nunber 3, you'll see that the conductors haven't been
strung yet on Ten West Link.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ah, okay.

MR KNOX: So at the tine that the photos
wer e taken, they had begun construction, but they didn't
have all the towers constructed yet.
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MEMBER LI TTLE: Okay. Thank you.

MR KNOX:  Uh- huh.

Ckay. Ckay. So KOP-23, sinulation nunber
2, was devel oped along Interstate 10 approxi nately
three-quarters of a mle away fromwhere the picture was
taken. The New Water Mountains WI derness can be seen in
t he di stant background. The project is slightly visible
to the right, center right of the picture. And you'l
see the -- it's structure 72, which is a three-pole
structure towards the center of the simulation, and it's
at that location that then the project connects with the
subst ati on.

And then sinul ati on nunber 3 was devel oped
al ong Vi cksburg Road at a distance of a quarter mle from
the Ten West Link corridor. The project can be seen
simulated to the right or south of the existing Ten West
Link transmi ssion line. Here the project would be highly
vi si bl e, however, given the common | andscape type that it
occurs in, the level of sensitivity of the view -- of the
viewer, and the existing Ten West Link transm ssion |ine,
the project remains in conformance with VRM C ass 3.

Ckay. The next -- and the next portion
i ncl udes the video sinulation.

MS. GRABEL: Before we actually -- before
we do the virtual tour, M. Knox, wll you please turn to
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Exhibit RP-12. And, actually, M. Chairman, | should
ask, do you want to do the virtual tour now or do you
want to wait until after the lunch break?

CHWN STAFFORD: What do the nenbers think,
are you ready to do the virtual tour or do you want to
take a | unch?

MEMBER KRYDER: Let's do | unch.

CHWN STAFFORD: | think it's a good tinme to
take a lunch break and we'll cone back and do the visual
tour when we get back. So let's go ahead and recess
until 1:30.

MEMBER KRYDER:  2: 00.

CHW STAFFORD: 2: 00?

MEMBER KRYDER: There's no places to eat
around her e.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. All right. Let's
take a recess for lunch and cone back at 2: 00, at which
time we'll do the virtual tour.

All right. W stand in recess.

(Recessed from12:44 p.m until 2:14 p.m)

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Let's go back
on the record.

Ms. Grabel, | believe you were about to do
the virtual tour?

MS. GRABEL: That's exactly right.
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Q So, M. Knox, if you could please turn to
Exhibit RP-12. Exhibit RP-12 is a copy of the virtual
tour that was devel oped for this matter. And a link to
the virtual tour was provided to the committee on Exhibit
RP-12; is that correct?

A (MR KNOX) That's correct.

Q Was the virtual tour prepared by you or under
your direction and control ?

A (MR KNOX) It was.

Q How was the tour prepared?

A (MR KNOX) So we used Google Earth as a base for
t opography and vegetation, as well as roads and ot her
existing infrastructure. And we overlaid a PLS CAD
which is Power Line Siting CAD onto the top of the Google
Earth i magery that depicts the 500-kV gen-tie. W also
nodel ed what Google Earth didn't have was the Ten West
Li nk structures, and so we built CAD wire frane
structures and interpreted recent aerial inagery as it
related to the Ten West Link structure |ocations and
their structure pads.

So the Ten West Link line that's represented in
the video tour is as it's constructed on the ground. And
t he Ranegras 500-kV line is constructed as it was in our
PLS CAD nodel .

Q Does the virtual tour represent a realistic view
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of the | andscape surroundi ng the proposed project
| ocati on?

A (MR KNOX) It does.

Q Thank you.

Pl ease go ahead and begi n.

A (MR KNOX) Ckay. So what you're going to want
to do, Eli, is keep going and then pause it right there.

We'll just get our bearings here, Commttee
Menbers. So we're starting on the far eastern end of the
gen-tie, and what you'll see is the -- is pole 72, which
is a three-pole structure. And then you have the
A-frame, so you have the slack span and then the A-frane
and that's the | ocation of the project substation. And
we're | ooking west and to the left side or to the south
is the battery energy storage system Those are the
white boxes. And then what you see is only a portion of
t he sol ar array.

Also in this view you'll see the Ten West Link
line to the north or to the right of the proposed
Ranegras Plains gen-tie, and right along to the left side
bet ween both corridors you'll see the existing
construction access road. And we're going to utilize
t hat access road to access all of the structures al ong
the gen-tie. The video noves at a pretty good clip, and
we can pause it, we can replay it, but we do sl ow down
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towards the center at 43 and 44, to show you the two
ot her three-pole structures that span a sensitive
resource, and then we continue west to the end at the
Series Conpensation Station Sw tchyard.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Are those the solar -- is
there anot her solar project on the north side of Ten
West? Is that what is indicated there?

MR KNOX: So that is a part of the
Ranegras Pl ai ns Energy Center.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Oh, okay. | didn't realize
that. Gkay. Thank you.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Knox?

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Kryder.

VEMBER KRYDER: Ri ght there, I'"'msorry, |
didn't nean to hit you. This is the -- I"'mtrying to get
a fix on the access road, and do you have a pointer?

MR. KNOX: | do happen to have one.

MEMBER KRYDER: Is it that giznp? kay,

fine. That's the access road for the existing |ine,

correct?
MR KNOX: Right. So right --
MEMBER KRYDER: So - -
CHWN STAFFORD: One at a tine, please. One
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at a tine.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. |'ll shut up, then.
What' s goi ng on?

CHWN STAFFORD: Do you have a question? o
ahead and ask it.

MEMBER KRYDER: My question -- ny question
isif that's the access road, | can see that it's up real

close to the V construction of the existing |line,

correct?

MR KNOX: That's correct.

MEMBER KRYDER: And so fromthat road
you'll have to cut a little 90 degrees to the left road
t hr ough.

MR KNOX: That's correct. That's correct.

MEMBER KRYDER: How far -- what's the
di stance fromthe road to that A-frane that | see there?

MR KNOX: So this --

MEMBER KRYDER: Back of the envel ope.

MR. KNOX: So | understand your questi on.
This portion of the Iine of Ten West Link crosses the
nort hwest corner of the solar array.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ri ght .

MR KNOX: So that A-frane and the
substation and that three-pole structure, which is
structure 72 --
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MEMBER KRYDER: Ri ght .

MR KNOX: -- and then there's one nore
structure, which is structure 71 --

MEMBER KRYDER: Ri ght .

MR KNOX: -- those occur within the fence
line of the solar array. But | do understand your
question, it's 200 feet. So from-- fromthe western
fence line of the solar array to the Series Conpensati on
Station Switchyard there will be spur roads at each
structure location. Each spur road is approxi mtely
200 feet long and 24 feet wide, and it |leads -- and that
spur road ends at the Ranegras Pl ains requested CEC
corridor. And then what happens is we have a
200- by- 200-f oot structure assenbly area.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ri ght .

MR KNOX: And so it's 200 feet fromthe
structure assenbly area to that construction road.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. So you m ght be
400 feet, then, fromthe existing road to the far side of
your corridor?

MR KNOX: That's correct.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. And that woul d be
true the full 11 mles, thereabouts?

MR. KNOX: That's correct. The spur roads
it would stop at the northern edge of the -- of our
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requested corridor, because what happens at that |ocation
is the structure assenbly area then picks up, the 200 by
200.

MEMBER KRYDER  Ch, okay.

MR KNOX: So there's no need to create the
road to the south side of the right-of-way.

MEMBER KRYDER: And do you pretty well

clear under -- in that 200-foot corridor, wll you
clear-cut it? | nean, are you going to doze it |evel?
Are you -- how nmuch destruction do you do to the

envi ronnent when you |lay the poles out and you drag the
l'i nes and all of that?

MR. KNOX: R ght. So we've proposed to do
a nmow and grow.

MEMBER KRYDER: | don't know what that
nmeans.

MR KNOX: So now -- so site preparation
met hods for this project, and I'mtal king about the total
conmpl ete project, there are four different types of site
preparation. One is grading and | eveling, things |ike,
and it's not applicable here, but things like inverter
pad | ocation, substation foundation, O&M buil ding, and
that's grading |evel.

And then the next three site preparation
nmet hods are now and grow, which is we now down t he
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vegetation three to five inches fromthe ground. W go

in and construct, and then we all ow the vegetation to

gr ow back

MEMBER KRYDER  Ckay.

MR KNOX: And then there's now and prune
and then there's now and till. And all of them wth the

exception of now and prune, again, we cut it to three to
five inches to the ground, we allow the vegetation to
grow back, but because it grows up underneath the panels
that we need to prune it, so it doesn't interfere with
t he racking system And then now and till is reserved
for specific areas within the solar array.

MEMBER KRYDER: And in this case under the
gen-tie line, it wll be which one?

MR KNOX: This one is a nmow and grow.

MEMBER KRYDER: Mbw and grow. Ckay. |'ve
hunted around them and | see them happen, so okay, |
didn't know that that was what they were called. Thank
you very nuch

MR KNOX: Yes, sir.

Ckay. So we begin to head west and we're
crossi ng Vi cksburg Road here and you see a | abel for
Vi cksburg Road. And you see the two different types of
structures that are used for Ten West Link, its the V and
it's also the four-legged |lattice structure. The
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corridor fromstructure to structure is 350 feet.
There's 150-foot separation between the Ten West Link's

200-f oot corridor and Ranegras Pl ains 200-foot corridor.

We span all --

CHWN STAFFORD: You nean ri ght - of -way?

MR. KNOX: -- drainage -- excuse ne?

CHWN STAFFORD: You nean right-of-way, not
corridor?

MR KNOX: Right-of-way, yes, sir.

And this is where -- this is pole 43 and
t hen pole 44, and we can just pause it right there. So
this is a 1600-foot span and we span a sensitive resource
here. VWhat's inportant to note is that the PLS CAD nodel
at this -- between these two structures, because of
bl owout, requires an additional 50-foot -- it's an aeri al
right-of-way. There is no additional ground disturbance,
it just is for conductor blowout in 90-m |l e-an-hour w nds
because it's such a | ong span, and so you need to keep
that separation from Ten West Link.

Okay. FEli.

And we see off to the right, the topography
on the right is Bear Hlls, and just beyond Bear Hills is
U S. 60 that |leads up to Brenda and on the |eft that
topography is the very tail end of the New Water
Mountains, at this point it's not the wilderness, it's
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t he New Water Mbunt ai ns.

The el evation rises fromthe solar site,
whi ch is around 1200 feet above nean sea |level to
approxi mately 1500 feet above nean sea | evel, as we
approach the Series Conpensation Station. And just in
that little bit of elevational change you start seeing
nore upl and, Sonoran pal o verde, and ocotillo, choll a,
that ki nd of thing.

MEMBER GOLD: M. Chairnman?

CHWN STAFFORD:. Yes, Menber Col d.

MEMBER GOLD: Coul d you pause it for a
second? | have a question. |'mcounting the poles and
you have two poles to every one of the lines to the right
of you. Wiy do you have twi ce as many pol es?

MR KNOX: That's a very good question. So
this is a single-circuit -- single pole, single-circuit
500-kV line. And with a pole structure, we cannot
achi eve the spans that Ten West Link can. So Ten West
Link spans are likely in the 1200- to 1500-foot, and so
our spans are between 800 and a 1,000 feet. Most all of
t hese spans are between, you know, call it 750 and 900.

MEMBER GOLD: So what is the voltage of the
spans adj acent to yours?

MR KNOX: So Ten West Link is a 500-kV
line as well.
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MEMBER GOLD: So it's the sane |line as
yours?

MR KNOX:  Uh- huh.

MEMBER GOLD: But since you only have a
singl e span, you can use snall pol es?

MR KNOX: So in-- it's -- it's nore cost
econom cal for short gen-ties to use single-pole
structures than it is to use nore expensive lattice
towers. And so the Ten West Link project, | believe, is
over 100 mles, | think it's maybe 110 mles. And so
they had a |l ot of ground to cover, and so they chose to
use the lattice structure, and they used two different
types of lattice structures, the V-guide and then al so
the four-1legged lattice.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?

MEMBER GOLD: They have three lines down --

CHWN STAFFCORD: Wait, one at a tine.
Menber Gol d, finish your question, and then you'll be
next, Menber Little.

MEMBER GOLD: So they have three |ines on
their lattice poles. And how many |ines do you have in
your pol e?

MR KNOX: Three.

MEMBER GOLD: You have three al so?

MR KNOX:  Uh- huh.
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MEMBER GOLD: And you use the sane gauge

W re?

MR KNOX: | don't know what --

MEMBER GOLD: For the 500 -- for the sane
vol tage, you'll use the sane gauge wire, |'m guessing.
But it's | ess expensive -- okay. | get it. You're the

experts economcally, is this the | ess expensive way to
go~?

MR, KNOX: To use single poles for a short
span. The wires for whether it's a 69-kV or 230, 500-kV,
you'l |l have three wres.

MEMBER GOLD: Yeah. GCkay. | was just
curious, so this is | ess expensive and you figured it
out .

MR KNOX: It's nore economical to go with
a single-pole structure for a short span, that's correct,
Ssir.

MEMBER GCOLD:  CGot cha.

CHWN STAFFORD: And they're both
single-circuit, though, correct?

MR KNOX: | believe Ten West Link is a
single-circuit line, uh-huh.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little?

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairnman, | just would
also like to add to that, the Ten Wst is designed to
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carry a great deal nore power than is the -- this
gen-tie. And | would guess that the conductors are

di fferent and/or that you have nore conductors per phase.
It's a three-phase circuit, but you can have nore than
one conductor per phase.

And | don't renmenber, | testified on that
project, but | don't renenber whether -- how many
conductors they have. But it is designed to carry a
great deal nore power.

CHWN STAFFORD: | guess we're ready to
resune the virtual tour

MR KNOX: Well, we're at the -- we're at
the very west end, and yes, and the canera is going to
pan to the right. You see the Series Conpensati on
Station with the two | arge A-frames.

You can pause it right there, Eli. This is
a pretty good vantage point.

So we just traveled 11 mles west, and now
we' re | ooki ng due east, and you can see Interstate 10,
both the north and sout hbound | anes. And then you see a
di agonal that cones in just south of Interstate 10,
that's the Arizona Peace Trail connector route. And
ri ght where the Arizona Peace Trail connector route
I ntersects our project's corridor is where KOP-5 was
taken from so -- and OHV users use this, and if you
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follow that, that's the pipeline corridor -- the El Paso
Natural Gas Pipeline corridor. And then again you can
see the separation between Ten West Link on the north and
t he Ranegras Pl ains on the south.
BY M5, GRABEL:
Q M. Knox, does that conclude your testinony?
A (MR KNOX) That concludes ny testinony.

M5. GRABEL: M. Chairman, Conmttee
Menmbers, any further questions?

CHWN STAFFORD: Questions from members?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: | had a qui ck questi on.
The customgen-tie structures 43 and 44, are they | ocated
on State Trust Land or BLM I and?

MR KNOX: They're on State Trust Land.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. And then those
three-pole structures, are they not in Exhibit Gto the
application, | don't recall -- | only recall seeing the
nonopol e structures.

MR. KNOX: They are included in the famly
of structures in Exhibit G

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. All right. | guess
go onto the next part of your testinony.

MS. GRABEL: | believe that concl udes our
testi nony, M. Chairman.
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CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. You mght want to
tal k about the letter from Staff that was docketed after
you filed your exhibits on February 4th.

MS. GRABEL: Wuld you like us to nake it
an exhibit?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, please.

135

MS. GRABEL: Ckay. W'Ill go ahead and nake

that Exhibit RP-14. And while we're on exhibits, |
suppose we should nove the applicant's Exhibits 1
t hrough 12 and 14. W haven't yet tal ked about the CEC,
whi ch is RP-13.

CHWN STAFFORD: Gkay. All right. well,
I'll admt themafter we get done tal ki ng about
everything. So who is going to cover the letter from
Staff?

MS. GRABEL: | suppose we coul d have
M. Knox talk about the letter from Staff.

CHWN STAFFORD: There we go.
BY MS. GRABEL:

Q Do we need to pull it up, M. Knox? It was

docketed just a couple of days ago.

CHWN STAFFCORD: February 4th.

Have you seen it, Menber Little?

VMEMBER LI TTLE: Yes, | have. And | have a

question about it.
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CHWN STAFFORD: Well, let's let them
introduce it and then we'll lay into the questions.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. Thank you.

MS. GRABEL: M. Chairnman, can you give us
five mnutes of a recess just so | can show M. Knox. |
don't believe he's read it yet.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. VYes. W'Il take a
five-mnute recess. Thanks.

(Recessed from2:33 p.m until 2:36 p.m)

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Let's go back
on the record.

We were about to discuss this response
letter fromthe Comm ssion Staff.

MS. GRABEL: Thank you, M. Chairnan.

So the Staff submtted data requests to the
conpany. W've replied giving them-- they asked for a
System | npact Study. At that tine the System | npact
Study had not been conpl eted, so we provided themw th
two i nterconnection studi es CAl SO had conducted. Upon
the Staff's review of those interconnection studies, they
i ssued a recommendati on saying that they believe the
proposed project could inprove the reliability and safety
of the grid and the delivery of power in Arizona, as |ong
as the possible issues identified in the interconnection
studies are properly mtigated.
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CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. And Menber Little?

MEMBER LITTLE: And it is that |ast part
that | would |like to address, the issues being properly
mtigated. | would like the applicant to go on the
record as saying that they are aware of what they are,
and they will do whatever is necessary or recomended by
Cal 1SOto mtigate the issues.

MS. VARRA: Thank you. This is Patty Varra
speaki ng again. Yes, we are aware of the constraints and
we are prepared to work wi th CAI SO on wor ki ng t hrough
t hat .

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. | have a further
question that I'mnot sure if anybody here can answer,
but what is the -- there's a sentence in the Staff letter
t hat says, "The applicant stated in a response to a data
request that the observed thermal overloads will be
resol ved using Cal |SO s Congesti on Managenent System and
that there will not be any transm ssi on upgrades
required.”

VWhat does -- is there anyone on either of
the two panels that can address what Cal |SO s Congesti on
Managenment System i s?

MS. VARRA: | cannot speak to California
| SO s nmanagenent restrictions.

MR PONERS: | cannot either.
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MS. GRABEL: | think the answer,
unfortunately, is no, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Is that RP-147?

MR. ANCHARSKI :  Yes.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman, | do have
sone further questions. They're not on that -- on the
Staff letter.

CHWN STAFFCRD: By all neans, please.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. | would just like to
address a little bit the public concern statenents. W
didn't talk very much about that. As was nentioned
al ready, there -- you guys -- you've got a |lot of
participation fromthe public, particularly for a project

that's out

that fromwhat you said that

in the mddl e of nowhere.

And | under st and

part of that participation

was because this project was erroneously associated with

anot her
However ,
ki nds of conments,

scopi ng summary.

comments taken into account and --

at what poi nt

studi es that were done in support of the federal

draft ElI S.
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MS. VARRA: So I'll let you speak to the
agenci es.

MR PONERS: You're speaking about like the
scoping -- the scoping as part of the draft EIS?

MEMBER LI TTLE:  Yes.

MR. PONERS:. Yeah. Boy, that's -- comments
fromthe public and the agencies that are brought up
during scoping of the draft EIS that are brought into the
proposed PCD at various stages throughout the process,
and have all been incorporated, if feasible, into the
draft ElI S

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. That answers that
question. |'mjust wondering about some of the
categories that were listed in the scoping summary. Fire
and fuel s managenent, was that nostly with respect to the
batteri es?

MR, PONERS: Yes.

MEMBER LI TTLE: And what woul d have been
your response to that? | nean, there's not a fire
departnment that's real close.

MR PONERS: Yeah, we develop a fire
managenment plan for our projects, and | believe you have
been coordinating with the local fire districts.

MS. VARRA: R ght. To get -- we have been
working with the local fire. W are outside of a zone --
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a fire response zone, so we're trying to get into pl ace
now with McMullen Valley Fire and they're coordinati ng
with Quartzsite Fire. W're trying to get a will serve
letter fromthemto agree to service our project area.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Good. Thank you.

And then I -- I'"mcurious what kind of a
question deals wth soil s?

MR PONERS: | can take a stab at that.
What | think that cones from | believe that
question -- or that comment canme from sone of the
nei ghboring facilities that are currently under
construction. Those projects are on private |and and
sonetines public -- the BLMhas to, | guess, entertain
questions fromprojects that normally woul dn't be under
their jurisdiction, it's not on federal land. And so
t hose private projects, they are enploying a different
type of devel opment for the construction of those
projects. Essentially what they're doing is gradi ng out
the land as flat as they can to naxim ze their -- the
concentration of solar panels.

And | think where that, those comments are
comng from soil stability, issues with soils, dust
abatenments, that sort of thing, is because they're
observi ng those projects along 1-10. Qur project is not
like that. In our proposed PCD, in the plan -- or, |I'm
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sorry, the proposed action in the draft EI'S, way back
going, | believe, when we first submtted this in 2021
goi ng through the variance process, it's always been a

| ow devel opnent -t ype nodel rather than bl adi ng out the
desert | andscape to maxim ze |land for solar panels, we're
going to be using terrain follow ng trackers. And, as
M. Knox pointed out, enploying, for the nost part over
the land for the solar facility, it's going to be a now
and grow, essentially a brush hog that's going to cut
down the vegetation to five or six inches above the
ground, but leaving all of the -- all of the roots and
the seed banks and everything in place, and sinply
driving our pile drivers over that material and the
terrain to install the solar array.

Quite frankly, it nmakes things on the back
side of construction a |ot easier, because all of that
plant material is still within the soil structure, and it
hel ps us close out our stormwater a | ot sooner, because
we coul d show t hat we have coverage and soi
stabilization prior to, you know, closing out our SWP
and noving off the site and noving on to operations.

It also helps with the wildlife agencies,
that we can retain sone of that soil biodiversity and the
plant material that will grow up underneath the panels.
And | guess the third part of that would likely go into
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t hose comments about soil and the spoil i1ssues is that
enpl oyi ng those types of construction nethods al so keeps
dust down. And so we don't have to use as much water, we
don't have to be concerned as much with dust throughout
t he area, because we're keeping that soil kind of intact
with the -- with the root structure.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you. That sounds
great. | noticed that the nost comments, by far, had to
do with wildlife and special status species. |I'm
assum ng that nost of those questions were things having
to do with the wildlife and special status species that
we' ve al ready discussed; is that correct?

MR PONERS: That's correct.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. Thank you very nuch.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. The maxi mum
hei ght of the towers is planned to be 180 feet?

MS. VARRA: Yes, that's correct.

CHWN STAFFORD,  Ckay.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman, | did have
one nore question.

CHWN STAFFORD: Onh, please, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: You nentioned that there

w Il be sone aircraft avoidance lighting. |Is there an
airport around there or just a strip or -- |I'mjust
curious?
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CHWN STAFFORD: | think Luke Air Force Base
IS somewhere in the general vicinity.

MR KNOX: That's correct, we --

MEMBER KRYDER: No, there's the Yuna
trai ning ground or bonbi ng ground out there.

MR KNOX: That's correct. So it's -- it's
the Marine Corps Air Station at Yuna we entered into
consultation wth, and they had indi cated upon that
consultation that structures 58 to 72 would require these
FAA lights. And then we entered into consultation wth
t he Departnment of Defense, and the Departnent of Defense
directed us to install lights on structures 1 through 45.

So there is alittle gap in the mddle.

Wiy there's a little gap in the mddle, | don't know, but
it's for lowflying aircraft training m ssions.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. Thank you.

One further question and that is that, just
for the record, are you aware of any of the people that
live close by or work close by in that little area where
the two truck stops are, are you aware if any of them
attended any of the neetings, and specifically nade
comment s about this project?

M5. VARRA: | amnot aware of their
attendance or their not attending. Addresses weren't a
pi ece of the sign-in sheets, so we didn't hear from
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anyone who specifically identified their |ocation as
bei ng those near the -- near the truck stops.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you. | think I'm
done, M. Chairnman.

CHWN STAFFORD: Al right. | guess ny
confusion here is it said in the draft construction
operation and nmai ntenance plan, | think it's around 1240
of the PDF in the docket, it |ooks |like the structure
states it would be per Luke Air Force Base, | guess
they're the ones that are talking to you about it, even
t hough it's going to be Yura Air Field that's going to be
I npacted by the |ine.

MR. KNOX: And that was our first -- right.
So it was DOD, which was the Marine Corps Air Station,
and then it was Luke Air Force Base that we entered into
a consultation with initially, and it was structures 58
to 72.

CHWN STAFFORD:. Okay. Al right. 1
don't -- | don't recall seeing any correspondence from
SHPO in this.

MR PONERS: | believe the -- that would
probably fall into the consultation -- well, it's -- as
part of the cultural resource attachnents, which | don't
know wer e provi ded because of the confidentiality.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yeah, 1'd like to talk
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about that sone nore.

All right. So the things you talk -- so
you established that those are on State Trust Land, and
that one says it doesn't require -- the statute you
nmenti oned, 39-125, doesn't require disclosure of public
records that relate to the | ocation of archaeol ogi ca
di scoveries. So | would like you to provide us wth the
confidential B-10 exhibit. W can do this two ways, you
can redact all the location informati on or you could
provide it to me for in canmera inspection to look at it
and then we can decide which -- | can just tell you which
ones need to be redacted.

| think it's probably location -- | think
the federal one is a little broader, but it requires a
determ nation fromthe head of the agency. And | don't
know what's in B-10, if there's a directive fromthe
agency sayi ng, oh, because there's a little nore broad
than just the |ocation data, potentially.

M5. GRABEL: Correct, M. Chairman. The
report itself has a big heading that says,
"Confidential,"” and cites the three laws that | read off
to you on the record. And so | think perhaps initially
we can provide it to you for in canera review and take it
fromthere.

CHWN STAFFORD:. Gkay. The other thing was
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| went to Westlaw and pulled up the 16 USC 478 and it
says it's repealed, did they nove that section sonepl ace
el se?

M5. GRABEL: | do not know the answer to
t hat .

CHWN STAFFORD: O is it just an old fornf

MS. GRABEL: It may be an old form

CHWN STAFFORD: Because | -- because they
didn't get rid of the whole act, they just nust have
noved that section soneplace else. But | just got
flagged -- red flagged on Westlaw saying this is
repeal ed. And a bunch of subsequent ones too. So they
have must have -- it's been -- I"'msure it's been
nunber ed el sewhere, though.

M5. GRABEL: | can try to find out for you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay. Thanks. So you wil |
provide that. Wuld you provide that later today or in
t he norning, do you think?

MR POMNERS:. | have it right here.

MS. GRABEL: W can provide it to you now.

MR POMNERS: | have it on ny screen, if you
would like to see it.

CHWN STAFFORD: How nmany pages is it?

MR PONERS: Qur consul tant broke the
reports down into -- so this one is just specific to the
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transm ssion line, it's 94 pages.

CHWN STAFFORD: Trying to think of a better
way than ne taking your conputer with ne today.

M5. GRABEL: W have a printer here,

M. Chairman.

MR POANERS:. | can provide it to Eli to
print it, if you'd |like.

CHWN STAFFORD: Gkay. That way you're not
waiting for ne to finish reading it on your conputer,
because, | nean, you guys are pretty much done with
your -- you're al nost done with your direct, aren't you?

MS. GRABEL: Yes, we are.

CHWN STAFFORD:. Gkay. R ght. So then yes,
print out a copy, let ne look at it. And then we can
address it in the norning whether we need it as an
exhibit or not. | think the last thing we need to cover
is the draft certificate, RP-13?

M5. GRABEL: Correct. So | nean, | don't
have a witness to admt the exhibit, but I wote it under
nmy own direction and control wth M. Ancharski.

CHWN STAFFORD: It's been filed and we have
it, so yes.

MS. GRABEL: Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. Wth that I'll admt
Exhibits RP-1 through 14. W'Il| see if we're going to do

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

LS CASE NO. 243 VOLUME |  02/10/2025 148

a 15 or -- after | get a chance to | ook at that.

(Exhibits RP-1 through RP-14 were admtted

into evidence.)

CHWN STAFFORD: W have public coment
schedul ed for 5:30. | don't think it wll probably go
past 6: 00.

Are there any ot her questions from nenbers?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: The ones online have
been -- haven't had a | ot of questions today. O Menber
Ri chins, usually you're -- got a few nore.

MEMBER RICHI NS: These -- Chairman, these
guys are working on the EIS, I know what that takes. And
if it were up to ne, | would notion themto get a free
pass, just because they have an EIS or they're relatively
cl ose, instead of having to come to this commttee in the
future. So -- is that clear enough?

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.

MEMBER RICHINS: This is an exercise in
wast e.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Wll, do you
want to give your closing now or wait until after public
conment ?

MS. GRABEL: | can give a closing now |
don't really have one prepared since it was such a short
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hearing. But | think that this project, unlike others,
is one that's kind of |like a relatively easy ask. As
Menmber Richins says, we are going through an EI'S, which
is a very conprehensive environnental analysis. This is
a relatively short generation tie line, 11 mles, that
parallels a 120-mle larger transm ssion line along the
-10. So it's already in a utility corridor. |It's in an
area that has been designated by the federal governnent
as one that should be -- that's appropriate for the
energy resources. And for those reasons, we ask that you
afford us the CEC.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, | seemto indicate the
mar gi nal inpact of this line is pretty small, given its
| ocation. However, the marginal inpact of this
application is quite significant. | nean, for a line as
sinple as this, the anpbunt of pages of the application
are just staggering. | think part of it had to do with
the fact that there was an error with the docketing of it
that duplicated at | east a thousand pages in there. So
| ' ve spoken wth docket control, and I'lIl follow up wth
themto figure out how to avoid this.

Anot her irregularity was that | didn't
receive nmy copy of it. So | went to the online version
in the docket. And that was extrenely cunbersonme to
navi gate, especially when | realized, oh, wait, it's not
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deja vu this is a duplicate here. 1t's like |I'm]l ooking
at the sane thing again.

So hopefully we can avoid that in the
future, because | was -- | was pulling ny hair out for a
whil e | ast week | ooking at the duplications in there,
SO -- but 1'"ll deal with them |'mnot sure where the
di sconnect happened, but | did get the hard copy for the

Attorney CGeneral records fromyou, so | appreciate that.

Thank you.

Al right. Wll, anything further from
menber s?

MEMBER RICHINS: Chairman, | just hope
future applicants will study Ms. Grabel's close for its

brevity and el oquence, just as --
MS. GRABEL: Including Ms. G abel.
CHWN STAFFORD: Al right. Wll, with that

| guess we'll recess until 5:30 when we'll cone back for
public coment. And then we'll -- after that's
concl uded, we'll reconvene at 9:00 a.m tonorrow norning

back here to discuss and vote on the CEC
Wth that, we stand in recess until 5:30.
(Recessed from2:55 p.m until 5:30 p.m)
CHWN STAFFORD: Let's go on the record.
Now s the tinme set for public comment for Line Siting
Case 243. At this tinme there appear to be no nenbers of
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the public in the roomor on the phone or on the WbEx.
Ms. Grabel, there's no -- no nenbers of the
public have shown up and filled out any of the speaker
slips?
MS. GRABEL: That's correct, Chairnman
Stafford. We did not expect nmuch public comment, if any.

CHWN STAFFORD: Al right. Well, at this

point |I guess we'll -- we'll stay here until 6:00 to
all ow the public an opportunity to comrent. But at this
time we'll go off the record and wait for sonmeone to show
up or call in and then at which point we'll go back on

the record and take their coments.

Let's go off the record.

(Recessed from5:30 p.m until 6:00 p.m)

CHWN STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record. It is now 6:00 and no nenbers of the public have
shown up in person or on the WebEx or called in to nake
public coment.

Wth that, we will recess until 9:00 a.m
t onorrow norni ng where we will resune the hearing.

Wth that, we are in recess.

(The hearing recessed at 6:00 p.m)

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 243 VOLUME |  02/10/2025 152

STATE OF ARl ZONA
COUNTY OF MARI COPA )

BE | T KNOM that the foregoing proceedi ngs were
t aken before ne; that the foregoing pages are a full,
true, and accurate record of the proceedings all done to
the best of ny skill and ability; that the proceedi ngs
were taken down by me in shorthand and thereafter reduced
to print under ny direction.

| CERTIFY that | amin no way related to any of
the parties hereto nor aml in any way interested in the
out cone her eof .

| CERTIFY that | have conplied with the ethical
ations set forth in ACIA 7-206(F)(3) and ACIA 7-206
)(g)(1) and (2). Dated at Phoenix, Arizona, this
day of February, 2025.

oblig
(J)(1
13t h

Wi Bk

ROBI N L. B. OSTERODE, RPR
CA CSR No. 7750
AZ CR No. 50695

* * * * *

| CERTIFY that d ennie Reporting Services, LLC,
has conplied with the ethical obligations set forth in
ACJIA 7-206(J)(1)(9g) (1) through (6).

s D

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
Regi stered Reporting Firm
Arizona RRF No. R1035
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