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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat
nunbered matter
Ari zona Power
Comm ttee, commencing at 3:02 p
with all participants appearing
BEFORE: Adam St af ford, Chairman

APPEARANCES:
For the Applicant:

t he above-entitl ed and

cane on reqgqularly to be heard before the

Pl ant and Transm ssion Line Siting

. m on Decenber 18, 2024,

vi a vi deoconf er ence.

BY: Meghan H G abel, Esq.

BY: Elias J. Ancharski, Esq.
OSBORN MALEDON

2929 North Central Ave, Suite 2000

Phoeni x,
602. 640. 9399

ngr abel @mn aw. com
602. 640. 9327
eanchar ski @ni aw. com

Al so present:

Ri chard Knox,
Jenni f er
Patty Varra, Savion,

Tod Brewer, Assi stant

Wbod Consul ti ng,
Skul stad, Wod Consul ting,

Arizona 85012-2793

PLC

PLC
LLC

to Chairman Stafford
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CHWN STAFFORD: Let's go on the record. Nowis
the time set for the prefiling conference for Ranegras
Pl ai ns Energy Center. Am | pronouncing that correctly?

M5. GRABEL: | believe so. |[|'ve been calling
it Ranegras, but | think it is Ranegras.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay. Ranegras. GCkay. Al
right. Let's start with appearances.

MS. GRABEL: Thank you, M. Chairnan.

Meghan G abel from Gsborn Mal edon on behal f of Ranegras
Pl ai n Energy Center, LLC

Wth nme fromny firmis Elias Ancharski. And
al so on the phone, or on the call, are Ri chard Knox and
Jenni fer Skul stad, who are both with Wod Consul ting.

CHWN STAFFORD: Al right. And has there been
much public interest in the case so far?

M5. GRABEL: No. There's been very, very
little. It's in a very renpote "deserty" area right by the
10 West Li nk.

CHWN STAFFORD: Gkay. And we've got four
prefiling exhibits?

M5. GRABEL: Yep. That is correct. Nunber 1
is the project map. Nunber 2 is the proposed notice of
hearing sign. Nunber 3 is the map of the notice of
hearing -- of hearing sign |locations. And Nunmber 4 is the

proposed notice of hearing.
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(Exhibits 1 - 4 were admtted.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay. Those are admtted.
Now, for the notice of hearing, we'll be doing this at the
comm ssion, correct?

MS. GRABEL: Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: And the project is -- it's a
500 kV line approxinmately 11 mles, and it's going to
connect a 700-negawatt sol ar project?

M5. GRABEL: Yes, that's correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay. It looks like it
menti oned storage, but | -- | have haven't seen an anount
for the storage.

M5. GRABEL: It does have a battery -- a
battery energy storage system connected to the sol ar
facilities.

CHWN STAFFORD: And what's the size of that?

M5. GRABEL: | don't know what the negawatt is.
Ri chard, can you chine in? 1It's on about 4,700 acres.

MR KNOX: Right. So, it wll be 700 negawatt
hours for four hours at -- at build -- at conplete
bui | d- out .

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay. Al right. Now, we've
got the draft notice of hearing. You sent the Wrd copy
already. For the notices, where will you be publishing?

M5. GRABEL: We will be publishing in the
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Arizona Republic and in the Parker Pioneer. And wth
hol i days, we have cal cul ated the publication deadline to
be January 7th, 2024.

CHWN STAFFORD: You nean ' 257

M5. GRABEL: |'msorry, yes, 2025. O herw se,
we've really mssed it.

CHWN STAFFORD:. Yeah. Let's see. Now, your
Exhibit 3 is the sign | ocations?

M5. GRABEL: Correct. W have three proposed

signs. Because this is such -- kind of a renote area, we
have two signs on Vicksburg Road. 1It's not on the 10.
It's alnost a mle away fromthe 1-10. 1It's about

4, 000-sone feet.

And then the other location is at a -- kind of
a high recreational -type area. So, we thought that those
woul d be the two areas with the nost potential passersby.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay. So, it was inpractical
to put one on the 107?

M5. GRABEL: It's just so far away, no one
woul d see the signs.

CHW STAFFORD: Well, yeah. Plus, if you're
nmoving by at 75 mles an hour, that's the site, you' d have
to have a bill board-sized sign --

MS. GRABEL: Right.

CHWN STAFFORD: -- to even be | egible.
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MS. GRABEL: Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: And what are the affected
jurisdictions besides -- you' ve got La Paz County?

M5. GRABEL: La Paz County, the Arizona State
Land Departnent, and the Arizona Departnent of
Transportation.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. So, we're doing this at
t he conm ssion, correct?

M5. GRABEL: That is correct.

CHW STAFFORD: And what was the -- what was
the anticipated file date for the application?

MS. GRABEL: This Friday, so Decenber 20th.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. What is -- and our
hearing date is -- pull it up here. W!'re looking to
start on February --

M5. GRABEL: 10t h. 10t h, correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. Al right. And we have
it set for that Monday and Tuesday. It |ooks like we're
starting Monday at 10. Tuesday. And then the Wdnesday,
I think the hearing was booked for sonething else. So
t hen, we have Thursday, and possibly Friday.

M5. GRABEL: W can wap it up in those first
two days.

CHWN STAFFORD: Wl |, Thursday afternoon, and

then Friday norning. Okay. It's in the notice of
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hearing. Al right. And you'll have | odging for
out-of -town comm ttee nenbers?

M5. GRABEL: We have acconmmopdati ons set up at
t he Enbassy Suites, Phoeni x, downtown on Thomas Road. And
| believe Patty Pal ner, ny assistant, has sent the contact
information to Tod, but if we need to do that again, just
l et me know.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay. Al right. well,
guess, we won't be doing a tour, so | guess, you won't
need to submt a plan.

M5. GRABEL: Yeah.

CHWN STAFFORD: |I'll make sure | change the
procedural order to reflect that.

MS. GRABEL: Ckay.

CHWN STAFFORD: Because it doesn't nake sense
to have you prepare a plan for a tour that's going to be
50 m |l es away.

M5. GRABEL: Right. Probably not going to
work. We'll have a good virtual tour for you

CHWN STAFFORD.  Ckay.

M5. GRABEL: The question | have for you real
qui ckly, Chairman, is |'ve never done a committee hearing
at the comm ssion. | assune we're not going to be
providing lunch and snacks for commttee nenbers, just

because you typically don't do that at the conmm ssion, but
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I -- 1 guess, | just want to ask you that questi on.

CHWN STAFFORD: No, | don't -- | think -- yeah,
they haven't done that in the past. |It's -- it's usually
not set up for that. So, typically, everyone is set to
grab it on their own and then submt for rei nbursenent
t hrough the comm ssi on.

Ckay. So, Tod, what's our prehearing
conference date?

MR BREWER: Just a nmonent, M. Chairman. [''m
sorry. It would be February 4th at 3:00.

CHW STAFFORD: Ckay. And have the draft CEC
by the time of the preheari ng conference.

M5. GRABEL: We will do that.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. The public coment will
be 5:30 on the 10th. Do you anticipate any public
officials wanting to make public comment ?

M5. GRABEL: | do not, no.

CHWN STAFFORD: And what's the permt area?
You're crossing BLM | and, aren't you? So, you got --

MS. GRABEL: Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: -- the process?

M5. GRABEL: The -- the only permt that wll
not be finalized is the EI'S, but we should probably have a
record of decision, a draft EIS, at least, by the tine of

the hearing. Richard, please correct ne if |I'm wong.
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MR, KNOX: And that's correct. DEI'S, the
notice of availability, gets published | atest,

January 17th. And there'll be a 30-day review. There
will also be a public neeting for the draft EIS in
February. So, the draft will be conpleted in -- and out
for agency and public review by the hearings for the CEC.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. And you're -- you're
crossing sone state trust land, and it's all inside La Paz
County. There's no cities involved. Wuat are -- you
don't need a permt for the county, do you?

MR KNOX: So, we received -- yeah

M5. GRABEL: Go ahead, Ri chard.

MR, KNOX: We -- we received conditional use
permt and a maj or conprehensive plan anendnment just this
| ast Monday. The board of county supervisors for La Paz
County approved the conditional use permt, as well as a
maj or conprehensi ve plan anmendnent. And to answer your --

CHW STAFFORD: And that's -- and that's for
the solar facility, not the transm ssion |line, though,
correct?

MR KNOX: It's -- it's for both. It's for the
transm ssion and for the solar facility and access roads
onto the solar facility from Vi cksburg Road.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. And you said those

are -- you've already received all those?
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MR. KNOX: We -- we received approval on
Decenber 16th. And there's -- there's no |ocal
municipality. There's no city. No towns.

CHW STAFFORD: R ght. GCkay. Now, for the
hearing itself, typically, you guys provide tablets with
the exhibits on it for the nenbers. Are you going to be
doing that for this or are you going to bring in hard
copi es?

M5. GRABEL: | think we'll be bringing in hard
copies for the nenbers this tine, since we don't have the
AV team that has those. And we don't have tablets, just
on stock, for applicants that don't -- don't routinely
appear.

CHWN STAFFORD: Al right. So, you'll have
those in binders then?

M5. GRABEL: We'Ill have sonme of the nore
vol um nous studies. Like, we have an environnmental study,
for exanple, that's 2,500 pages long. W'II|l have that on
a USB drive, rather than printing out 2,500 pages. But
the application and all of the exhibits required by
statute and regs will be in hard copies in a binder.

CHWN STAFFORD: Now, that exhibit you're
tal ki ng about, that's going to be a hearing exhibit, not

an attachnent to the -- to the application, then?

11

MS. GRABEL: Also being delivered in USB drives
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as an attachnment to the application. W're not going to
print that out. That --

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay.

M5. GRABEL: -- was the intention.

CHW STAFFORD: kay. So, that -- the
2,500-page environnental study is an exhibit to the
application, not just a hearing exhibit?

M5. GRABEL: That's correct.

CHW STAFFORD: Ckay. Put that on several
t hunb drives, | guess?

M5. GRABEL: That was the thought.

CHWN STAFFORD: | guess, how are you going to
get that to the nenbers? Are you going to -- | guess,
you're going to mail out the thunb drives to thenf

M5. GRABEL: That's what we intend to do.

CHWN STAFFORD: You can't e-mail sonething that
bi g.

M5. GRABEL: Right. No, no, no. Absolutely.
We can nmail them hard copi es.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay. Well, you're going to --

M5. GRABEL: Probably mail themto Tod, and
have Tod send themon to the commttee nenbers. | don't
know that | have the commttee nenbers' addresses.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. Well, if you take them

to the comm ssion, they'll send themout to the commttee

12
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13

menbers.

MS. GRABEL: Ckay.

CHW STAFFORD: So, you'll have to send those
ina-- and get -- they have to get the -- the hard drives
for -- one for each nenber to | ook at.

MR. ANCHARSKI: If | could just kind of
clarify, we have the application that has the actual
application. It will be in a binder, kind of in a pocket
part.

W have the -- the USB drives will be inserted
in there that include, kind of, those -- those |arge
environnmental studies. So, that's howwe will file it.

And then, you know, as you nentioned, we'll
give that to the conm ssion, and then they send those out
to the conm ttee nenbers.

CHW STAFFORD: kay. And so the anpunt of
filing fee, this was $1, 000, correct?

M5. GRABEL: That's correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Al right. So, the conm ssion
Is obligated by statute to pay the cost of reporting and
transcri bing any application hearing, as well as the
actual and necessary expenses incurred by the commttee
menbers in connection with their participation in
commttee nmeetings fromthe filing fee.

Costs and fees exceeding that anount may, wth
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the applicant's consent, be incurred by the commttee and
charged to the applicant.

Does the applicant consent to pay the
comm ssion those costs in excess of the filing fee?

MS. GRABEL: Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: Al right. So, we'll do the
t hree-day turnaround on the transcripts. 1Is there
anything el se that we haven't covered?

M5. GRABEL: | just wanted to note that soci al
nmedi a, this applicant doesn't really have, like, a
Facebook page or anything like that. And so the only
social nmedia we're using for the notice of hearing and
conmmuni cations is the project website.

So, | know sonetines in your procedural order,
you require notification by social nedia, but I'mnot sure
that that's going to be possible in this case, other than
t he website.

CHWN STAFFORD: Well, 1'd suggest the applicant
create a Facebook page and send out the ads to the -- to
anybody in the study area. Wat's the nearest residence
to the project?

M5. GRABEL: |'mnot sure there are any.

Ri chard, can you help ne out with that one?
MR. KNOX: So, at Vicksburg Road and

Interstate 10, there's a group of -- of five -- they're --
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they're trailers. It's a community that is -- is behind
the Pride truck stop. They run a tire changi ng busi ness
there. And sone other -- sone other structures are out
that way as well. So that's --

CHWN STAFFORD: Is that on the map?

MR. KNOX: Yeah, it -- on the -- on your base
map, it is. So, the Pride truck stop is on the sout hwest
corner of Interstate 10 and Vi cksburg Road.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay. I'mlooking at -- I'm
| ooking at the map. It | ooks |like townshi ps 35 and 02.

MR, KNOX: Uh-huh, that's correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. That's the area right
t here?

MR, KNOX: It is. And there's lots of trees
and | ots of other out structures and, you know.

CHWN STAFFORD: But it's on the other side of
the 1-107?

MR. KNOX: North side of I-10 is -- you have
I ndustrial commercial facilities. You have a feedlot.
You have an egg farm Up further on Ranegras Pl ains, you
have agricultural fields, until you get up to, kind of,
Hope, which is -- you know, | think Hope is maybe 10 or
12 mles north of the project.

Brenda is probably 10 or 12 mles. Those are,

you know, residential communities. They're trailer parks
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up in through there. They're pretty far renoved from
the -- the centerline.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay. Al right. Well, yeah.
When it cones to social nedia, it's probably best that
t hey create a Facebook page and reach out to people
through it, or have sonebody do that because that's --

M5. GRABEL: W can do that.

CHWN STAFFORD: Apparently nore and nore people
get even their news fromsocial nedia these days. | don't
understand it, but it's apparently how a | ot of people
operate now so --

M5. GRABEL: W can do that.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay. |Is there anything el se,
Tod?

MR, BREVWER: No, M. Chairman. Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. Al right. Anything
el se fromthe applicant?

MS. GRABEL: | guess, | just want to note for
the record that Ms. Patty Varra did join us. She's a
proj ect devel oper with the applicant.

CHW STAFFORD: kay. And M. Gage, do you
have everythi ng you need?

THE COURT REPORTER | do. Thank you. | have
copi es of the exhibits and everyone's nanes, so, thank you

very much
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t hat ,

CHWN STAFFORD: Excellent. Okay. Wll, with
everyone have a happy holiday, and we are adjourned.

MS. GRABEL: You too.

(The proceedi ngs concluded at 3:53 p.m)

17
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STATE OF ARI ZONA )
) ss.
COUNTY OF YUMA )

BE I T KNOM that the foregoing proceedi ngs were
taken before nme; that the foregoing pages are a full,
true, and accurate record of the proceedings, all done to
the best of ny skill and ability; that the proceedi ngs
were taken down by ne in shorthand and thereafter reduced
to print under ny direction.

| CERTIFY that | amin no way related to any of
the parties hereto nor aml in any way interested in the
out cone her eof .

| CERTIFY that | have conplied with the ethi cal

obligations set forth in ACIA 7-206(F)(3) and
ACIA 7-206(J)(1)(9) (1) and (2).

Dated this 22nd of Decenber 2024 at Yunmm,

f o

Ari zona.

s s

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CE, LLC
Ari zona Registered Firm
No. R1035
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