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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat the above-entitl ed
and nunbered natter cane on regularly to be heard before
the Arizona Power Plant and Transm ssion Line Siting
Commi ttee at 1200 West Washi ngton, Phoeni x, Arizona,

commenci ng at 9:00 a.m on February 11, 2025.

BEFORE: ADAM STAFFORD, Chai r man

DAVI D FRENCH, Arizona Departnent of Water Resources
(Vi a Vi deoconf erence)

JON H GOLD, General Public

Nl COLE HI LL, Governor's Ofice of Energy Policy
(Vi a Vi deoconf erence)

R DAVI D KRYDER, Agriculture Interests

MARGARET "TOBY" LITTLE, General Public

GABRI ELA SAUCEDO MERCER, Arizona Corporation
Conmm ssi on

DAVE RI CHI NS, GCeneral Public
(Via Vi deoconference)

APPEARANCES:
For the Applicant:

OSBORN MALEDQON, PA

By: Meghan H. G abel

By: Elias J. Ancharski

2929 North Central Avenue, 20th Fl oor
Phoeni x, Ari zona 85012
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CHWN STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record.

Ms. Grabel, | believe we had one nore
exhibit to address.

MS. GRABEL: Yes, thank you, M. Chairnman.
We have Exhi bit RP-15, which, at your request, is the
cul tural resources inventory redacted to excl ude the
confidential information that's required by the state and
federal |aw to be redacted.

CHWN STAFFCORD: All right. Excellent.

Exhibit RP-15 is admtted.

(Exhibit RP-15 was admtted into evidence.)

CHWN STAFFORD: | think | already have
t hat .

MS. GRABEL: Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Any nore
questions from nenbers before we start on the CEC?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Any fromthe nenbers
onl i ne?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFCORD: All right. W should al
have a copy of Chairman's 1, which is the PDF of the
proposed CEC, and then Chairman's 2 wll be the Wrd
docunent we're working off of. The nmenbers online, Tod

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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emai | ed those out this norning.

have the hard copy in front of you.

those, | guess we'll just put
monitor in front of us,
realtine.
Al right.
Ri chins, do you have Chairnman
MEMBER FRENCH
me?

CHW STAFFORD
VEMBER FRENCH
does

have any audi o. Neither

MEMBER RI CHI NS:

it now.
CHWN STAFFORD:
you still not hear us, Menber
(No response.)
CHWN STAFFORD
Menmber Hill, she can hear us.
All right. You

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD:
review the | ntroduction.

MEMBER LI TTLE

t he | ntroduction.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC

www. gl enni e-reporting. com

Menbers French

02/11/2025 159
Menbers in the room you
So if you can get

Chairman's 2 up on the

SO we can see it as we edit it in

HIIl, and
s 1 and 2?

M. Chairman, can you hear

Yes.

| can't hear you. | don't
Menber Richins.

| can hear now. |'ve got
Ckay. He's got it. Can
French?

| see a thunbs up from

have t he docunents?

All right. If you can

M. -- M. Chairman, | nove

602. 266. 6535
Phoeni x, AZ
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MEMBER GOLD:  Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Further di scussion?

(No response.)

CHW STAFFCRD: All in favor say aye.

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Let's review
the Project Description.

MEMBER GOLD: M. Chairman, | nove the
Overview and the Project Description.

MEMBER RI CHI NS:  Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Further di scussion?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. The | ast
par agraph we have the nomnal width of the corridor is
200 feet with a 300-foot-wide, that's going to be
ri ght-of-way not a corridor, isn't it, do you have --
what's the Exhibit A and what's the width of the corridor
that you proposed, as opposed to the right-of-way, which
Is going to be 200 feet and then 300 feet for that span
bet ween structures 43 and 447

M5. GRABEL: We do not actually have the
corridor mapped on Exhibit A

CHWN STAFFORD: So is the corridor just
going to be the right-of-way, it's like --

M5. GRABEL: | think that's accurate,

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ
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correct.

CHWN STAFFORD,  Ckay.

MR PONERS: M. Chairman?

CHW STAFFORD:  Yes.

MR PONERS: | think the corridor is the
200-foot right-of-way, it's one and the sane, wth the
exception of the aerial right-of-way, | don't know how we
can describe it, for the needed additional area for the
bl owout fromthe three-span structures between, there's
structure 43 and structure 44 are the two three-span
structures for that 1600-foot span to span, the sensitive
resource.

CHWN STAFFORD: Right. And because it's a
| onger span, it has nore sway.

MR PONERS: Right.

CHWN STAFFORD: So that's why the corridor
is larger to accommodate that.

MR. PONERS: Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD,  Ckay.

M5. GRABEL: And that's reflected on |ines
9 through 11.

CHWN STAFFORD: Right. It's just usually
we have a corridor that's significantly |arger than the
final right-of-way. So it |looks like for this one it's
just -- the corridor and the right-of-way are the sane

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ
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Si ze.

So make sure everyone's on the sanme page so
the order accurately reflects the realities of what the
project will be. And so | guess on Exhibit Ait's just
goi ng to have the right-of-way on it, because the
corridor and the right-of-way woul d be the sane thing.

MS. GRABEL: The |legend on Exhibit Ais so
small, | can't really see a nunber. M. Knox, can you
recall, since you put the map together, is there a
corridor? There's not a corridor actually designated on
t he map.

MR, KNOX: No.

CHWN STAFFORD: There's not?

MS. GRABEL: The image is delineated but
the actual width is not spelled out on Exhibit A

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. So -- well, hang on.
Now we' re getting an echo.

All right. Can you hear nme online, though?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: All right.

MR, FRENCH: Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yeah, | think I had to hit
a button on -- on the laptop in front of me to nmake it
go, SO -- so | guess I'mwondering if we should change
the | anguage here to reflect that the corridor and the

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ
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right-of-way are the sane.

MR PONERS: Yeah, | think that's accurate.

CHWN STAFFORD: So it --

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | nove that we add the
| anguage after the word "feet” on line 9 that says, in
par ent heses, "which is the sane as the right-of-way,"
cl ose parent heses, "as shown in Exhibit A with the
300-foot width."

Does that work?

CHWN STAFFORD: That seens appropriate for
me. |'m1looking at the applicant.

MEMBER GCOLD:  Second.

MS. GRABEL: That works. |'mactually
struggling with the "as shown on Exhibit A" since the
nunbers aren't actually depicted on Exhibit A | nean,
the route is depicted, but the nunbers aren't spelled
out. Does that nake a difference to the commttee?

MEMBER GOLD: Well, it's in parentheses, |
t hi nk that speaks for itself.

CHWN STAFFORD: Well, plus you have in the
prior paragraph in the overview of project description,
on page 2, line 24, it says, "A map of the final approved
project including the project corridor is included as

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ
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Exhibit A"

MEMBER LI TTLE: Maybe - -

CHWN STAFFORD: |Is there a -- does the
Exhi bit A, does it show the difference between 43 and 447

MS. GRABEL: Not much, no.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. | think we -- when
we get to Exhibit A | think we want to nodify that so it
accurately reflects that, and so we can probably just
add, you know, 200 feet to the Exhibit A, and then have
the 300 -- have 200-foot right-of-way and then a 300-f oot
ri ght-of-way where it's going to be on the map, if you
add that to Exhibit A then the statenent here --

MS. GRABEL: | s accur at e.

CHWN STAFFORD: -- will be accurate.
So let's -- can you scroll down to
the -- okay. So what we're -- the anendnent that's

before the commttee right nowis to anend the final
par agraph of the project description to read, "The
proposed nomnal wdth of the corridor is 200 feet, which
Is the same as the right-of-way, as shown on Exhibit A
with a 300-foot width between structures 43 and 44 to
m tigate conductor bl owout along this one span of
approximately 1,600 feet."

So that's acceptable to applicant?

MS. GRABEL: That's acceptable to the

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ
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appl i cant.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Wor ks.

MEMBER GOLD: Moved and seconded.

CHWN STAFFORD: It's been noved and
seconded. I'mjust clarifying that we all -- that's

exactly what we're doing.

Ckay. Further discussion?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFCORD: All in favor say aye.

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHWN STAFFORD: Opposed?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Hearing none, the amendnent
to the description is adopted.

Can | get soneone to nove the -- --

MEMBER GOLD: | nove Condition 1.

CHWN STAFFORD: Onh, no, the Description, as

anmended.
MEMBER GOLD: As amended be adopt ed.
MEMBER MERCER:  Second.
CHWN STAFFORD: Further di scussion?
(No response.)
CHWN STAFFCORD: All in favor say aye.
(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHWN STAFFORD:. (Qpposed?

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535

www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ
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(No response.)

CHWVN STAFFORD:. Heari ng
Descri ption, as anmended, is adopted.

On to Conditions.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai

none, the Project

r man?

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: | nove approval of

Condi ti on Nunber 1.
VMEMBER LI TTLE: Second.
CHWN STAFFORD: Furt her

(No response.)

di scussi on?

CHWN STAFFORD: All in favor say aye.

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHWN STAFFORD:. (QOpposed?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Heari ng
i s adopt ed.

Condi ti on 2.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Cha
Condi ti on 2.

MEMBER GOLD:  Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Furt her

(No response.)

none, Condition 1

rman, | nove

di scussi on?

CHWN STAFFORD: All in favor say aye.

(A chorus of "ayes.")

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
www. gl enni e-reporting. com

602. 266. 6535

Phoeni x,

AZ

166



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 243 VOLUME Il 02/11/2025

CHWN STAFFORD

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD:
i s adopt ed.

Condi ti on 3.

MEMBER MERCER
Condi ti on 3.

Opposed?

Hearing none, Condition 2

M. Chairman, | nove

VEMBER GCLD: Second.

CHWN STAFFORD
(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD

Furt her di scussi on?

All in favor say aye.

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHWN STAFFORD
(No response.)
CHWN STAFFORD

i s adopt ed.

Opposed?

Hearing none, Condition 3

MENMBER GOLD: M. Chairman, | nove

Conditi on 4 be adopt ed.
MEMBER KRYDER
CHWN STAFFORD
(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD

Second.

Furt her di scussion?

All in favor say aye.

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHWN STAFFORD:. (Qpposed?
(No response.)
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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CHWN STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 4
i s adopt ed.

Number 5.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman, | nove
Condi ti on 5.

MEMBER GCOLD:  Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Further di scussion?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes. Sorry. | would |ike
to add sone | anguage referring to the Fish and Gane
| etter, dated Decenmber 11th, 2023. | nove that we add
t he | anguage at the end of line 26 after the word
"shall,"” we add the words, "As outlined in the AS --
AZGFD |l etter, dated Decenber 11th, 2023," so that that
sentence reads, "The applicant shall conmply wth the
Ari zona Gane & Fi sh Departnent guidelines and
recommendati ons for handling protected species, as
outlined in AZGFD |l etter, dated Decenber 11th, 2023,
shoul d any be encountered during construction and
operation of the project," blah, blah, blah.

MEMBER HI LL: Second. Just for discussion,
"Il second that.

CHWN STAFFORD: |'mnot seeing it on the
screen, what happened? Can you --

MR. ANCHARSKI : Can you repeat that,
pl ease, where?

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ
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MEMBER LITTLE: |I'msorry, at the end of
line 26 --

MR, ANCHARSKI : Yeah.

MEMBER LI TTLE: -- after the word
"species,”" we would add, "As outlined in AZGFD letter."

MEMBER KRYDER: | believe it's at the end
of the word "shall," rather than "species."”

CHWN STAFFORD: Well, that's what she said
before, but | think she said "species" this tine, but it
was | ine 25.

MEMBER LI TTLE: |I'msorry, did | goof that
up? Ckay. Let's start over again. | nove that we,
after the word "species,” at the end of |ine 26.

CHWN STAFFORD:.  25.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes, I'msorry, |I'mlooking
at the old one. The one that was proposed, okay.

Line 25, after the word "species" we add the words, "As
outlined in AZGFD |l etter, dated Decenber 11th, 2023."

CHWN STAFFORD: And where in the
application is that found? | think we shoul d
probably --

MEMBER LI TTLE: You really want ne to tell
you?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yeah, | think it wll nmake
it easier for anyone |looking at this to track that down,

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ
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because if you go to the docket it's, like, over 3,000
pages in the application, so --

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. | have to find where
| wote that down, because it is --

MEMBER HILL: In the | ast section, it's
ki nd of --

CHW STAFFORD: | think it's, comm, found
in exhibit of the --

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes, "it is in comma shown,
or found, in Appendix Dit to the scoping survey in
Exhibit J, Attachnment J-1, Appendix G "

CHWN STAFFORD: To the application?

MEMBER LI TTLE: "To the application.™

CHWN STAFFORD: You want to put that in
par ent heses i nstead of conmas?

MEMBER LI TTLE: | don't care.

MS. GRABEL: Take out the word "has,"” not
"has found," "as found."

CHW STAFFORD: So which -- it's Exhibit J
to the application, right?

MEMBER LI TTLE:  Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. So it's Exhibit J,
Attachnment J-1, Appendix G okay. |'mlooking at the
applicant to confirmthat we've adequately and accurately
described the location of the letter.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 243 VOLUME Il 02/11/2025 171

MEMBER LI TTLE: Right. And | would |ike
the applicant to look at that letter to rem nd thensel ves
of what it says.

M5. GRABEL: | found it. It's right here,
Chris.

3

PONERS: Thank you.

o

GRABEL: It's kind of further back.

MR. PONERS:. Hey, Richard, can you cone
here a m nute?

M. Chairman, Menber Little?

CHW STAFFORD:  Yes.

MR PONERS:. W're good with all of that,
all of those neasures have already been incorporated into
our project.

CHWN STAFFORD: And then is it accurate --
that is the accurate description of the |ocation of the
Decenber 11th letter fromthe Arizona Gane & Fi sh
correct?

MS. GRABEL: It is, yes.

MR POAERS: Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. The anmendnent
has been npved and seconded.

Further di scussion?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: All in favor say aye.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHWN STAFFORD:. (QOpposed?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFCORD: Hearing none, the anendnent
passes.

Can soneone nove Condition 5, as anended?

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman, | nove
Condition 5, as anended.

MEMBER MERCER: Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Further di scussion?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: All in favor say aye.

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHWN STAFFORD:. (QOpposed?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 5,
as anended, is adopted.

Nunmber 6.

MEMBER GOLD: M. Chairman, | nove
Condition 6 be anended -- be adopt ed.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Further di scussion?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: All in favor say aye.

(A chorus of "ayes.")
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CHWN STAFFORD:. (Qpposed?
(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 6

i s adopt ed.

Condition 7.

MEMBER MERCER: M. Chairman, | nove
Condition 7.

MEMBER GCOLD:  Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Further di scussion?

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman, | just wanted
to check with the applicant, this is -- this is the
| anguage that SHPO want -- wanted, right? It came from

CEC- 240, so it should be the --

CHWN STAFFORD:  Yes.

MEMBER LI TTLE: -- changed | anguage.

CHWN STAFFCORD: | think it is, correct.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

M5. GRABEL: M. Chairman, it's the nost
recent, so if that's the | anguage that SHPO has recently
proposed, then yes, thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay.

| thought | heard someone onli ne.

MEMBER RICHI NS: Yeah, Chairman, it's
Menmber Richins. | don't knowif thisis -- this is
li kely not the correct place and | haven't read all the
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way to the end to see if it's included, but sonehow,
sonewhere, |I'mwondering if we shouldn't include a
reference to the extensive studies done through the
federal governnent in the EIS process. | don't know if
it should be back in the preanble, but just the

acknowl edgi ng that there's a body of research that exists
in there that | guess it's been entered into this docket,
so it's sufficient, but |I just -- we need to start
considering the -- that federal nexus and how to de- --
ki nd of deregul ate and nmake it nore sinple if we have

t hose processes going on in parallel with what we're
doi ng here.

And | don't know how to capture that, but |
just wanted to kind of introduce that idea nore formally,
and | don't know if it's really sonething we can capture
in the CEC or not.

CHWN STAFFORD: Well, 1 think the | anguage
from SHPO in Section B of this Condition 7 tal ks about
the project involves federal funding, permtting, |icense
or approval. It's a federal undert aking.

And | believe that applies to this project,
correct, Ms. G abel ?

M5. GRABEL: Yes, M. Chairman, that's
correct.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. | think that
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covers it. And | think in previous cases, |'ve wanted to
anmend this section to call out the specific sites, but in
this case, | don't think it's necessary, because we've
had significant testinony and identified the specific
sites and the width of the corridor is -- the
right-of-way is going to be larger in the place that's

going to address the specific sites on the route. So |

think --

MEMBER RICH NS: Maybe -- oh, sorry,
Chai r man.

CHWN STAFFORD: So |I'mconfortable with
this as it is. | think it's been -- | think we can --

the fact that we've gotten the cultural resources
inventory in the record, | think the fact that we know
that this special structure is going to be used to span
sensitive areas, | don't feel the need to call out the
i ndividual sites in the CEC, unless nmenbers think that
woul d be appropri at e.

MEMBER RI CHINS: Chairman, naybe it's the
word "if" that I'm hanging on, could we just nake that,
li ke, "this project does involve"? | don't know. In
Section B, on line 21, maybe could we just change the
word "if"?

CHWN STAFFORD: We'd have to nake
conform ng changes to it.
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MEMBER RICHI NS: -- invol ves federal
funding -- | don't know if --

CHWN STAFFORD: "And is a federal
undert aki ng, pursuant to Section 106."

MEMBER RICHINS: | nean, | woul d nove that
| anguage. | don't want to cause a problem but | think
we shoul d be nore positive --

CHWN STAFFORD: Right. Because | think --

MEMBER RICHINS: -- in the process.

CHWN STAFFORD: -- that's the generic
condi tion that SHPO requested to cover its bases, but |
think for this case we know the bul k of the project's on
BLMland. So it's definitely a federal undertaking.
think the entire right-of-way has been C ass 3 surveyed.
So I'"'mlooking to the applicant, | guess we could anmend B
toread -- to state that it is a project involving
federal funding, that it is a federal undertaking, and
that the --

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: -- the federal agency wl|
consult SHPO directly. And | think the applicant has
al ready provided SHPO with the notice of federal agency
i nvol vement, correct?

MS. GRABEL: That is correct, yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Menber Little?
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MEMBER LI TTLE: | understand what is being
di scussed here, but throughout the whole CEC, we -- we
have used that tense, "shall." A also says, "the

applicant shall consult with SHPO. " Well, you al ready
did consult with SHPO. | think to try to change that in
one place would nean we'd have to go through the whol e
CEC and change the tense to "has" instead of "shall."

CHWN STAFFORD: Al right. Well, then it's
not really a condition, it's nmore a recitation of the
facts.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ri ght .

CHW STAFFORD: So I'm-- what |I'm
gat hering fromyour coment, Menber Little, is that
you're inclined to leave B as it is?

MEMBER LI TTLE: | am | would IliKke,
t hough, to reinforce what's been said about the fact
that, you know, when -- when an applicant needs to go
t hrough the whol e NEPA process that perhaps there is sone
way that we can work toward streanlining the CEC process
because all that work has al ready been done. And so
maybe -- maybe that should be dealt with just in a
different -- a finding of fact or sonething, |'m not
sure. But as far as this particular condition goes,
think that -- | nmean, "shall" is in this docunent a |ot.

CHWN STAFFORD: Right. And they'll
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continue to work wi th NEPA because --

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ri ght .

CHWN STAFFORD: -- right now the Draft
Environnmental |npact Statenment is out for public conmment
and it's supposed to be finalized later this year, so |
think this just reiterates that they're going to keep on
keepi ng on.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Right. Exactly.

MS. GRABEL: M. Chairnan, maybe to address
Member Richins' point, | think it's beyond just the SHPO
consultation, it actually goes to nmuch nore broader
extensi ve environnental review  Perhaps you put a
reference to the fact that the project is undergoing a
NEPA eval uation in the Overview Project Description in
Secti on B.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | think that is a good
place to put it, yes. Thank you.

MEMBER RICHI NS: Chairman, |'mconfortable
with that.

CHWN STAFFORD: Al right. So in terns of
process, let's go ahead and conti nue through the
Condi tions, and then -- at the -- and the Findi ngs of

Fact and Concl usi ons of Law and then cone back and then

do -- put that into the Project Description prior to
going to Exhibit A | think that's this add-in that
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they're actually going through the NEPA process and t hat
they're going to do what they've got to do it. W'l
reference this -- we'll put it in that it's actually
happeni ng, so -- does that work for you, Menber Richins?

MEMBER RI CHI NS: Yeah. Yeah, that's fine.
Let's just keep noving and if we don't capture it by the
tinme we're done, we can go back.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Al right. So
Conditi on 7 has been noved and seconded.

Further di scussion?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: All in favor say aye.

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHWN STAFFORD:. (QOpposed?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFCORD: Hearing none, Condition 7
i s adopt ed.

Nunber 8.

MEMBER GOLD: M. Chairman, | nove
Condi ti on 8 be adopt ed.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Further di scussion?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: All in favor say aye.

(A chorus of "ayes.")

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 243 VOLUME Il 02/11/2025

CHWN STAFFORD:. (Qpposed?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Heari ng
i s adopt ed.

Number 9.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai
approval of Condition 9.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Furt her

(No response.)

none, Condition 8

rman, | nove

di scussi on?

CHW STAFFCRD: All in favor say aye.

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHWN STAFFORD:. (QOpposed?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Heari ng
i s adopt ed.

Number 10.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Cha
Condi ti on 10.

MEMBER GCOLD:  Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Furt her

(No response.)

none, Condition 9

rman, | nove

di scussi on?

CHWN STAFFCORD: All in favor say aye.

(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHWN STAFFORD:. (Qpposed?
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CHWN STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 10

i s adopt ed.
Condition 11.

MENMBER GOLD: M. Chairman, | nove

Condition 11 be adopt ed.
MEMBER KRYDER  Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Furt her di scussi on?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFCORD: All in favor say aye.

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHWN STAFFORD:. (Qpposed?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 11

i s adopt ed.
Nunber 12.

MEMBER MERCER: M. Chairman, | nobve

Condition 12.
VEMBER GCLD: Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Furt her di scussion?

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say aye.

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHWN STAFFORD:. (Qpposed?

(No response.)
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CHWN STAFFORD: Hearing none,

i s adopt ed.
Nunber 13.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman, | nobve

approval of Condition 13.
MEMBER GOLD:  Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Furt her di scussi on?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFCORD: All in favor say aye.

(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHWN STAFFORD: Opposed?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Hearing none,

i s adopt ed.
Nunber 14.

MENMBER GOLD: M. Chairman, | nove

Condi ti on 14 be adopt ed.
MEMBER MERCER  Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Furt her di scussi on?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFCORD: All in favor say aye.

(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHWN STAFFORD: QOpposed?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Hearing none,
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I s adopt ed.
Nunmber 15.

MEMBER MERCER: M. Chairman, | nobve

Condi ti on 15.
VEMBER GOLD: Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Furt her di scussion?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: All in favor say aye.

(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHWN STAFFORD: Opposed?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Hearing none,

I s adopt ed.
Nunber 16.

VMEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman, | nobve

Condi ti on 16.
VEMBER GOLD: Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Furt her di scussi on?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: All in favor say aye.

(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHWN STAFFORD: QOpposed?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Hearing none,

I s adopt ed.
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Nunber 17.

MEMBER GOLD: M. Chairman, | nove
Condi ti on 17 be adopt ed.

MEMBER KRYDER  Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Further di scussion?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: All in favor say aye.

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHWN STAFFORD:. Qpposed?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 17
I s adopt ed.

Nunmber 18.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman, | nove
approval of Condition 18.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Further di scussion?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: All in favor say aye.

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHWN STAFFORD: QOpposed?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 18
I s adopt ed.

Condi ti on 19.
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MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman, | nove
approval of Condition 19.

MEMBER MERCER: Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Further di scussion?

| think this one should be wordsmthed a
little bit to, again, show that the corridor and the
right-of-way are the sane w dth being 200 feet, except
for the 300-foot-w de section between posts, | think it's
43 and 44.

MEMBER GOLD: Yes.

MEMBER KRYDER. M. Chairman, could you
recommend the appropriate | anguage, pl ease?

CHWN STAFFORD: Al right. I'mgoing to
hark back to what we did before.

M5. CGRABEL: | can help with that,

M. Chairman, if you'd |ike.

CHWN STAFFORD: Scroll up, | want to | ook
at we did, because | didn't make the change. |'m | ooking
at this --

MS. GRABEL: | think if you would nove that
to say, "The designation of the corridor in the
Certificate as shown on Exhibit A " and then in parens,

"which is the sane as the right-of-way," because | think
that's consistent with what we did previously.
CHWN STAFFORD: Except for we didn't
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have --

MEMBER KRYDER: Eli, if -- could you put
t hat up, naybe we can take a | ook at it.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yeah, | think why don't you
cut and paste that fromthe description, because we have
the 200 feet, and then have the 300 feet, and then
show -- we'll incorporate that into the condition.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairnman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Do we even need this
condi tion? Because this condition was put in there when
the corridor was huge and we wanted to assure that others
woul d have the right to use the corridor --

CHWN STAFFORD: Right. And | think --

MEMBER LI TTLE: -- if necessary. And this
one the corridor and the right-of-way are the sane and --

CHWN STAFFORD: Right. So | think what the
goal of this condition would be to show -- to denonstrate
that and then we renove the sentence that says "does not

grant the applicant exclusive rights within the corridor

outside," that's going to all cone out, because we don't
need that. Because they're going to have -- the corridor
and the right-of-way is the sane, they will have

exclusive rights toit. And the other wording can be
renoved, so that's the point of the conditionis to -- as
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opposed to being a statenent of what they proposed, it's
a condition of the CEC describing the final corridor
ri ght - of - way.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Well, M. Chairman, then |
nmove that this condition that after -- |I'mlooking --
after the Exhibit A words in the first sentence, that we
add in the parentheses, "which is the sane as the
ri ght-of-way," close parentheses, "does not authorize a
ri ght-of-way greater than 300 feet wide for the
transmssion line." And then we elimnate the rest of
that sentence. And then just say "The nmaxi num hei ght of
the structure shall not exceed 180 feet."

CHWN STAFFORD: Right. But the

right-of-way is going to be 200 feet for all but

1600 feet.

MEMBER LI TTLE: So you want to put that
detail in there?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yeah, | think so.

So | think -- what was the | anguage from
the prior -- previous paragraph in the description?

MEMBER LI TTLE: It says, "The designation
of the corridor in this Certificate, as shown in Exhibit
A"

CHWN STAFFORD: Wich is the sane as the
ri ght-of -way.
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MEMBER LI TTLE: "Does not authorize a
right-of-way greater than 200 feet w de."

CHW STAFFORD: " Except."

MEMBER LI TTLE: " Except" or --

CHWN STAFFORD: "The right-of-way shall be
300 feet wi de between structures 43 and 44."

MEMBER LI TTLE: Peri od.

CHWN STAFFORD: "To mtigate conductor
bl owout al ong this span of approxi mately 1600 feet."

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. | nove that.

CHWN STAFFORD: Let's -- let ne read it
t hrough one tine here before we vote on it here, so what
we're doing is we're anmending Condition 19 to read, "The
designation of the corridor in this Certificate, as shown
in Exhibit A which is the" -- | think the parentheses
shoul d be after "corridor,” so it's Exhibit A

M5. GRABEL: O after "Certificate.™
Ei t her way.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. So let's try it,
"The designation of the corridor in the Certificate,
(which is the sane as the right-of-way as shown in
Exhibit A) does not authorize a right-of-way greater than
200 feet except the right-of-way shall be 300 feet w de
bet ween structures 43 and 44 to mtigate potenti al
bl owout al ong this one span of approximtely 1600 feet.
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The nmaxi mum hei ght of the structure shall not exceed

180 feet."
MS. GRABEL: Wbrk for you?
MEMBER KRYDER: Are you okay on that?
MR PONERS: So they're striking al
but --

189

MS. GRABEL: If you turn around you can see

it right there.

That wor ks.

CHWN STAFFORD: That's acceptable to the
appli cant?

MR PONERS: That works, M. Chairnman.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. That has been
noved and seconded.

Further di scussion?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFCRD: All in favor say aye.

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHWN STAFFORD:. (QOpposed?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFCORD: Hearing none, the anendnent

i s adopt ed.

Can we nove 19, as anended?

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman, | nove
approval of Condition 19, as anended.
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MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Further di scussion?

(No response.)

CHW STAFFCRD: All in favor say aye.

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHWN STAFFORD:. (Qpposed?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 19,
as anmended, is adopted.

Condi ti on 20.

MEMBER GOLD: | nove Condition 20 be
adopt ed.

MEMBER KRYDER: Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Further di scussion?

"' m | ooking to the applicant, the
Decenber 1st, 2025, date is the correct one for
commencing the filings of the annual conpliance
certification letter?

MS. GRABEL: It's actually a nonth earlier
t han the Ten-Year Pl an.

MR POMNERS: Oh, so we -- is this an annual
report? And then also the General Pl an?

M5. GRABEL: Not in the General Pl an.

CHWN STAFFORD: Are you getting that or is
t hat --
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THE REPORTER: (No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Gkay. |If you all want to
speak anpbngst yourselves and so it's not on the record,
you need to, like, mute the m crophone, otherwise, it's
getting taken down.

MR PONERS: OCh, I'"'msorry, | thought --

THE REPORTER: Thank you.

M5. GRABEL: That's fine wth us.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. So Condition 20
has been npved and seconded.

All in favor say aye.

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHWN STAFFORD:. (QOpposed?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 20
i s adopt ed.

21.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman, | nove
approval of Condition 21.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Further di scussion?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFCORD: All in favor say aye.

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHWN STAFFORD:. (Qpposed?
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(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD
i s adopt ed.

22.

MEMBER MERCER

condi tion 22.

Heari ng none, Condition 21

M. Chairman, | nobve

VEMBER GCLD: Second.

CHWN STAFFORD
(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD

Furt her di scussi on?

All in favor say aye.

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHWN STAFFORD

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD
i s adopt ed.

23.

MEMBER LI TTLE
Condi ti on 23.

Opposed?

Heari ng none, Condition 22

M. Chairman, | nobve

VEMBER GCLD: Second.

CHWN STAFFORD
(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD

Furt her di scussion?

All in favor say aye.

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHWN STAFFORD:. (Qpposed?
(No response.)
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CHWN STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 23
i s adopt ed.

24.

MEMBER GOLD: M. Chairman, | nove
Condi ti on 24 be adopt ed.

MEMBER KRYDER:  Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Further di scussion?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFCORD: All in favor say aye.

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHWN STAFFORD: Opposed?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 24
i s adopt ed.

All right. Do we want to go back to --

MEMBER KRYDER: 8.

CHWN STAFFORD: -- the Project Description
before we nove on to the Findings of Fact and Concl usi ons
of Law or do you want to add that as a Finding of Fact of
how it's set up, that they're in the ongoi ng NEPA
process?

Menmber Richins, what's your preference?

MEMBER RICHINS: |I'mjust |ooking at the
Proj ect Description again. Stand by.

CHWN STAFFORD: |'m | ooking at the
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applicant, do you have a thought about whether it should
be in the Project Description or in the Finding of Fact?

M5. GRABEL: | think either one works. |
think it's kind of a good idea to put it in a Finding of
Fact, because it is a fact.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Let ne ask kind a | egal
question. | would like to see it in whichever place,
pr obabl y Fi ndi ngs of Fact, that would | ead toward
what ever i s necessary to streamine the CEC process for
t hose projects that have to go through the --

MEMBER KRYDER: \What's the purpose of all
this?

MEMBER LI TTLE: -- federal process.

CHWN STAFFORD: Well, | think the -- well,
the only way | can see streamlining it would be to not
have public comment at 5:30. |If we had done that at
10: 00 yesterday, we'd have been done yesterday.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Well, |I'mtal king about the
future, not just this project.

CHWN STAFFORD: Well, the statute requires
us to look at this and for themto provide all the
envi ronnental studies that have been done, so they have
to provide that to us. | guess it's just a -- our burden
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is tolook at it and reviewit. | think this could have
been a one-day hearing, despite the volune of the
application, | think, but it's just -- | think the only
reason we're here for two days is because of the
tradition of the commttee to take public coment at 5:30
in the evening to allow people to participate w thout
having to take tine off of work.

Gt her than that, this was pretty fast. |
mean, they were done with testinony in the early
afternoon. So we could have been, barring that, | think
that was the only way to streamine this process any
nor e.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Well, | guess what |'m ki nd
of thinking is probably it would have to be done at the
| egi sl ative |level, but, you know, if the Conm ssion could
be i nvol ved at sonme |evel with the BLM process, perhaps
we woul dn't even need to hear these.

MEMBER KRYDER: That's | egislative.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yeah, that's not -- like |
said, the way -- the only way we could nove this faster
was not to have held public comment at 5: 30 yesterday.

We coul d have started with public comment at 9:00 a. m,
and that woul d have been the only thing | think this
commttee has the authority to streamine the process any
nor e.
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MEMBER LI TTLE: Well, | understand that,
and the -- under the rules as they are today, | was just
| ooki ng --

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay.

MEMBER RICH NS: Yeah, no, Chairman,
agree with Menber Little that, yeah, we should be | ooking
for different ways to nmake our processes nore efficient.
And | think ny -- ny vision is that the EI S woul d
suppl ant this process altogether at sone point. | agree
wth the short-term solutions or the non-1|egislative
sol uti ons about, you know, acknow edging all the public
outreach that happened is part -- as part of the EIS, and
di spensing with our own, so we can get through in a day.
But there's also the added tine and expense for the
applicant to cone put this hearing together, which is
really duplicative of a |lot of what they're doing in the
El S.

And so, yes, it's likely a legislative
adj ustnent that would have to be made, but | think
sonehow we need to signal that in our CEC to acknow edge
this federal process and being sufficient for our
purposes in granting a CEC in the state.

CHWN STAFFORD: Do you have any specific
| anguage you want to propose to add to the CEC?

MEMBER RICHINS: | think we can just put in
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the Findings of Fact that -- acknow edgi ng that we have
an EI'S process that's been conducted here on the federal
level, and, | nean, if they were to conclude that process
and then cone to the CEC and say, hey, we have a federal
EIS, it should be here you go, here's your CEC. But for
this purposes, let's just do an acknow edgenent of the
robust and conpl eteness of the record that's created in
the EI'S process as a Finding of Fact. Sonething |ike
that. I1'mnot the wordsmth. |I'msure Ms. G abel has
sone i deas.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Concur.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Ms. G abel,
you're on the spot.

MS. GRABEL: AlIl right. So the Finding of
Fact, "The applicant in this project is undertaking the
Nat i onal Environnmental Protection Act" --

MR PONERS: Poli cy.

MS. GRABEL: -- "Policy Act," sorry,
"process, which involves conprehensive environnental
review," something like that. "And that process and
outreach is hereby acknow edged by the commttee."

MEMBER RICHI NS: Your brevity yesterday was
hel pful, but this one maybe not.

MS. GRABEL: Thanks a | ot.

"The applicant is in the process of
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undertaking federal review, as required by the National
Environnental Policy Act. This process invol ves
conpr ehensi ve public outreach and environnmental review"

CHWN STAFFORD: "At the federal |evel.™

M5. GRABEL: Certainly. "At the federal
level ." "In coordination with State agencies."”

MEMBER RICHINS: Maybe "the sane State
agenci es governed by the CEC," | guess | just want to get
snarky a little bit, so | have sonething to point at to
say, hey, ACC we should be doing sonething a little bit
nore streanlined here.

CHWN STAFFORD: Well, | think in a
hypot heti cal future proceedi ng, where the applicant cane
in with their environnental inpact statenment, | think the
efficient thing to do is for the conmttee to take
official or adm nistrative notice of that, and then hear
10 m nutes of testinony, and then probably nove on to the
vot e.

MEMBER RI CHI NS: Love it.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman?

MEMBER RICHI NS: El on Musk woul d be proud.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: | think we're getting real
close to a legislative sonething here or taking on a task
that was a part of the legislation that forned this
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commttee. | think we need to be real careful not to
push too much further on this.

CHWN STAFFORD: Well, | think all we're
doing here is we're going to add a new Fi ndi ng of Fact
that they're in the mddle of the NEPA process.

MS. GRABEL: Right.

MEMBER KRYDER: Right. And | concur with
that. It is truly a fact, as was pointed out, but to
start essentially saying let's get away with the
commttee, which is what | hear is the undergirding
driver of this, I think we're noving into the real mof
the General Assenbly.

CHWN STAFFORD:. Right. Well, | think -- 1
thi nk that everyone acknow edges that the statutes, you
know, create this conmttee and descri be what our
obligations are. A NEPA process does not negate our
obligations. | think that's clear. It would take
statutory changes to do that. |'mjust saying the fact
that they're going through that and they' ve done all the
things that NEPA requires is -- | think we can take that
as evidence of what they've -- neet their burden under
the state statute in addition to the federal, because the
federal requirenents are nore stringent than what the
state requirenents are.

MEMBER KRYDER: And |I'm good wth that, al
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|"'mjust saying is it's tine to put on the brakes.

CHWN STAFFORD: Right. W're going to
wordsmth this here, but we're going to add a Fi ndi ng of
Fact acknow edging that they' re in the NEPA process.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman, | nove the
new Fi ndi ng of Fact Nunber 1, as witten on the screen.

MEMBER KRYDER:  Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. So the proposed new
Fi ndi ng of Fact and Concl usi on of Law Nunmber 1 woul d
read, "The applicant is in the process of undertaking
federal review, as required by the National Environnental
Policy Act, NEPA. This process involves conprehensive
public outreach and environnental review at the federal
|l evel, in coordination with State agencies."”

Ckay. The screen went dark for a second
there. But that's the | anguage that's been noved. Has
it been seconded?

MEMBER KRYDER  Yes, it has.

CHWN STAFFORD:. Okay. Further discussion?

Menmber Richins?

MEMBER RICHI NS: (Good start.

CHWN STAFFORD: You see that?

MEMBER RICH NS: Yup. Good start.

CHWN STAFFORD: Al right. Al in favor
say aye.
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(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHWN STAFFORD:. (QOpposed?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFCORD: Hearing none, the new
Fi ndi ng of Fact and Concl usi on of Law Nunmber 1 is
adopt ed.

All right. So |I guess they've all been
renunbered. The conform ng changes are already appearing
on the screen, so I"'mjust going to go through and then
wth the new nunbers, as opposed to saying 2, previously
1, throughout the rest of this, so everyone understands
what we're | ooking at, correct?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: All right.

MR PONERS: M. Chairman?

CHW STAFFCORD:  Yes.

MR PONERS: | have a comment regarding
t hat .

CHWN STAFFORD: It's the first one?

MS. GRABEL: Yes.

MR PONERS: Could we add, "State and | ocal
agencies,"” to include La Paz County?

CHWN STAFFORD: Oh, because you have to
work with the County too, don't you?

MR PONERS:. Correct. | just --
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MS. GRABEL: Didn't really have to.

MR. PONERS:. | suppose we didn't have to,
but we did. And we did take into -- take their coments
into consideration when we're siting our project, so |
just want to nmake sure that's acknow edged.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: |Is a local entity a
creation of the state? |If so, | think it's captured.

MEMBER RI CHI NS: Chairman, counties are a
creation of the state, cities are creation of typically
charters, unless it's a small town, and then it's kind of
different --

MEMBER KRYDER: And the entities --

CHWN STAFFORD: One at a tine.

Menmber Richins.

MEMBER RICHINS: | was just saying, you
could just put "local governnent,"” and that would be
sufficient in covering charter cities and State creations
of county governnent.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. But the NEPA
process requires coordination with State agencies, no?

VMEMBER RI CHI NS: NEPA -- | woul d say, yeah,
because there's nexus to SHPO - -

CHWN STAFFORD. Ri ght.
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VEMBER RI CHI NS: Al one.

CHW STAFFORD: -- and that is a State
agency.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ri ght .

MS. GRABEL: Right.

MEMBER RICHINS: | nean, actually, there's
a coupl e of good catches in the | anguage. 1'd say | ocal

governnent and tribal entities, because there's
definitely governnent-to-governnent consultation and sone
acknow edgenent there is inportant.

M5. GRABEL: So, M. Chairman, if | may for
a nonent ?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Ms. G abel.

MS. GRABEL: Typically, when an entity is
goi ng through the NEPA process they are preenpted from
having to go through local permitting. And in this case
we tried to explain that to La Paz, La Paz respectfully
di sagreed. And so just to get along, we went through
their |l ocal process. But if what we're focusing on now
Is the actual NEPA process, | would exclude | ocal
agenci es, because that's technically not true. It's
something we did in this case because they asked us to,
but it's sonething that's not required by an entity who's
undert aki ng NEPA.

CHWN STAFFORD:. Right. And | think the
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record in this proceedi ng shows adequately what the
applicant has done. So | don't think we need to |i st
everything you' ve done --

MEMBER KRYDER: Ri ght .

CHWN STAFFORD: -- in a specific Finding of
Fact and Conclusion of Law. | just think that the point
of this addition, this new, never-before-seen Finding of
Fact and Conclusion of Law, is to acknow edge that this
is in the NEPA process and a | ot of what the bul k of the
environnental studies that were presented as evidence to
this commttee, which would have to be done a different
way if it was not on federal |and, because of the NEPA
process you've -- that -- the evidence that you did --
the studies done to conply with NEPA, they've been
adequate to neet the burden -- the statutory burden
before this commttee.

MS. GRABEL: Correct.

MEMBER RICHINS: Chairman, | think you can
| eave that as-is. NEPA depends on scoping, so there --
I n scoping sonetines there are nexus to | ocal governnent.
There always is nexus to tribal governnent, if it's in
any ordinary jurisdiction of tribal government, but in
t he scopi ng process sonetimes NEPA can catch | oca
jurisdiction. But | think your |anguage as-is is
sufficient for what we're trying to acconplish here.
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CHWN STAFFORD,  Ckay.

MEMBER KRYDER: | woul d agree.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. W' ve already
adopted it, so we don't need to reopen it. So | think we
can nove on to Finding of Fact and Concl usi on of Law
Nunmber 2.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairnman, are we ready
to | ook at the new nunber 27

CHWN STAFFCORD: Ri ght . Like | said, we'll
just go -- they've already been renunbered --

MEMBER KRYDER  Ckay.

CHWN STAFFORD: -- so every subsequent
Fi ndi ng of Fact and Concl usion of Law we vote for is
goi ng to be one nunber higher conpared to Chairnman's 1.

VEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. M. Chairman, | --
t hereby | nove approval of Finding of Fact and Condition
[sic] of Law Nunber 2.

MEMBER GCOLD:  Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Further di scussion?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFCORD: All in favor say aye.

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHWN STAFFORD: QOpposed?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD:. Hearing none, Finding of
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Fact and Concl usi on of Law Nunber 2 seen as Findi ng of

Fact and Concl usion of Law Nunber 1 on Chairman's 1 is

adopt ed.

Number 3.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman, | nove
approval of Finding of Fact and Conditions of Law -- and
Concl usi ons of Law -- excuse ne -- Nunmber 3 be approved

as now shown.
MEMBER LI TTLE: Second.
CHWN STAFFORD: Further di scussion?
(No response.)
CHWN STAFFORD: All in favor say aye.
(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHWN STAFFORD:. (QOpposed?
(No response.)
CHWN STAFFCORD: Hearing none, Finding of
Fact and Concl usi on of Law Nunber 3 is adopted.
MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman, | nove
Fi ndi ng of Fact and Concl usi on of Law Nunber 4.
MEMBER GCOLD:  Second.
CHWN STAFFORD: Further di scussion?
(No response.)
CHWN STAFFCORD: All in favor say aye.
(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHWN STAFFORD:. (Qpposed?
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(No response.)
CHWN STAFFORD
Fact and Concl usi on of Law Nunber
MEMBER GOLD
of Fact and Concl usi on Nunber
MEMBER KRYDER:  Second.
CHWN STAFFORD
(No response.)
CHWN STAFFORD: Al
(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHWN STAFFORD: Opposed?
(No response.)
CHWN STAFFORD
Fact and Concl usi on of Law Nunber
Number 6.
MEMBER KRYDER
approval
shown.

6 be approved as printed or

MEMBER GOLD:  Second.
CHWN STAFFORD
(No response.)
CHWN STAFFORD: Al
(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHWN STAFFORD:. (Qpposed?
(No response.)
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CHWN STAFFORD
Fact and Concl usi on of Law Nunber
Number 7.
MEMBER GOLD
of Fact and Concl usi on of Law Number
MEMBER KRYDER:  Second.
CHWN STAFFORD
(No response.)
CHWN STAFFORD: Al
(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHWN STAFFORD: Opposed?
(No response.)
CHWN STAFFORD
Fact and Concl usi on of Law Nunber
Number 8.
MEMBER KRYDER
appr oval
8 be approved.
MEMBER GOLD:  Second.
CHWN STAFFORD
(No response.)
CHWN STAFFORD: Al
(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHWN STAFFORD:. (Qpposed?
(No response.)
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CHWN STAFFORD:. Hearing none, Finding of
Fact and Concl usi on of Law Nunber 8 is adopted.

Exhibit A Wiich map i s the applicant
intending to put as Exhibit A to the CEC?

M5. GRABEL: It is, | believe, Exhibit
Nunmber 2, RP-2, however, we are nodifying it in order to
i ncl ude a di scussion of the approved corridor, and so if
you want to give us just 10 mnutes to print out a copy
of the new map for your review, we can have that for your
approval .

CHWN STAFFCORD: Excel | ent suggesti on.
Let's take a 10-m nute recess.

We stand in recess.

(Recessed from10:03 a.m until 10:18 a.m)

CHWN STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
recor d.

All right. So for Exhibit Ato the
Certificate, the starting point was Exhibit RP-2, and the
appl i cant has added the 300-foot corridor right-of-way
bet ween structures 43 and 44. Menbers have a copy of
that. | think the only thing we need to change with this
woul d be to nmake the I egend nore legible. It's just so
tiny, you can hardly read it. And | think the |egend
does show that the existing line is the DCRT 500-kV |ine,
it'"s just really hard to read it.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 243 VOLUME Il 02/11/2025 210

M5. GRABEL: | think, Chairman Stafford, we
can significantly reduce what we have in the | egend and
focus it on this project, which will allow us to nake the
font bigger for the project description that actually
matters.

The map that we're looking at is a map from
the BLM as part of the NEPA process and so we'l | just
take the sane naned parts and submt a new Exhibit A that
focuses on the transm ssion |ine.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay. All right. So can
we nove to get the nodified SF-2 [sic] as Exhibit A?

MEMBER GCOLD: | so nove.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Further
di scussi on?

And the applicant, so we want to anend it
to have the | egend nade nore legible in |arger font so
you can see -- because it has the -- it has the
right-of-way | abeled on here. |It's just hard to see it
w th the printout.

So can | get a notion to have them nodify

the Exhibit Ato nmake it nore -- | guess you're going to
reduce sone of the things in the legend to nmaintain -- so
you'll still have the -- where the project substation is,

where the D -- the DCRT substation that's tying into wl|l
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be, and the ROWcorridor, which is the sane thing for
this case, and then the existing Ten West Link line is

al so | abel ed on the map, correct?

MS. GRABEL: Yes, that is correct. | think

if we delete things |ike reference features and ot her

proj ect conponents, but focus strictly on the energy

facilities, that could be hel pful and allow us to bl ow up

the font on the other itens.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. So that way it wll
be clear what the conmttee is approving and what the
Comm ssion will be | ooking at, at |east 30 days from now.

MS. GRABEL: Correct. And what we have
done is we've put a little asterisk after "project area"
to tal k about the 200-foot corridor/right-of-way, which
applies to the rest of the line, and call out in a
bal | oon the 300-foot structures between 43 and 44.

CHWN STAFFORD: Gkay. Have we noved t hat
anmendnent, Menbers?

MEMBER MERCER: So noved.

MEMBER GOLD: It's been noved and seconded.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Further
di scussi on?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: All in favor say aye.

(A chorus of "ayes.")
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CHWN STAFFORD: The anendnent is approved.

Can we nove Exhibit A as anended?

MEMBER GOLD: | nove Exhibit A, as anended.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Further di scussion?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: All in favor say aye.

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. | think we're
ready now to nove the Certificate, as anended, along with
the Exhibit A

MEMBER GOLD: | so nobve, M. Chairnman.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Further di scussion?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little?

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman, | -- | would
like to thank the applicant for all their hard work and
for their wllingness to work with us. And with that, |
nmove aye -- or | vote aye.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Col d?

MEMBER GOLD: | would like to commend t he
applicant for their expediency in doing this, and | vote
aye.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Kryder?
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MEMBER KRYDER:  Aye.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Mercer?

MEMBER MERCER:  Aye.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Hill?

MEMBER HI LL: (No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Onh, she had to | eave us.

Menmber French?

MEMBER FRENCH: Aye.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Richins?

MEMBER RI CH NS: Aye.

CHWN STAFFORD: And | vote aye. By a vote
of seven ayes and zero nays, the CEC is approved.

Thank you very nuch.

MS. GRABEL: Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: This is a relatively short
hearing, despite the length of the application.

MEMBER KRYDER: Scrivener's notes.

MEMBER MERCER:  Scrivener's notes.

CHWN STAFFORD: Oh, yes. | would like --
can | get a notion to -- for the Chair to correct
scrivener's errors in the final preparation of the
Certificate to submt to the Comm ssion?

MEMBER MERCER: So noved.

MEMBER GCOLD:  Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Further di scussion?
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(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: All in favor say aye.

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHWN STAFFORD: Opposed?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: The notion carries.

Thank you all very nuch.

Any final comments from nenbers?

MEMBER LI TTLE: | would like to know where
t he name canme from

MR PONERS: Actually, the nane cane from
our cultural resource |ead, Avi Buckles with Westl| and,
this area of Arizona is in the Ranegras Pl ain.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ah, okay. Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Well, thank you very nuch.

MEMBER KRYDER A comment. | appreciate
t he Corporation Conm ssion allowing us to use their
hearing room but it ain't as nice as the hotels.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.

Thank you all very nuch.

Wth that, we are adjourned.

(The hearing concluded at 10:24 a.m)
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STATE OF ARl ZONA
COUNTY OF MARI COPA )

BE | T KNOM that the foregoing proceedi ngs were
t aken before ne; that the foregoing pages are a full,
true, and accurate record of the proceedings all done to
the best of ny skill and ability; that the proceedi ngs
were taken down by me in shorthand and thereafter reduced
to print under ny direction.

| CERTIFY that | amin no way related to any of
the parties hereto nor aml in any way interested in the
out cone her eof .

| CERTIFY that | have conplied with the ethical
ations set forth in ACIA 7-206(F)(3) and ACIA 7-206
)(g)(1) and (2). Dated at Phoenix, Arizona, this
day of February, 2025.

oblig
(J)(1
13t h

Wi Bk

ROBI N L. B. OSTERODE, RPR
CA CSR No. 7750
AZ CR No. 50695

* * * * *

| CERTIFY that d ennie Reporting Services, LLC,
has conplied with the ethical obligations set forth in
ACJIA 7-206(J)(1)(9g) (1) through (6).

s D

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
Regi stered Reporting Firm
Arizona RRF No. R1035
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