
ISO 14001 
 

ISO 14001 requires organizations to build an effective Environmental Management 

System (EMS) that identifies, manages, and continuously reduces their 
environmental impacts. Rather than setting rigid, universal numerical limits on 

pollution, the standard demands that a business establishes a tailored framework to 

control its unique environmental footprint and comply with relevant legal rules.  

Core Requirements of ISO 14001 
• Environmental Policy: Top management must define and sign a formal 

policy committing the organization to pollution prevention, legal compliance, 

and continual environmental improvement.  

• Aspects and Impacts Analysis: The business must systematically identify 

every operational activity that interacts with the environment (its "aspects," 

such as waste generation, chemical usage, or emissions) and evaluate their 

potential consequences ("impacts").  

• Legal & Compliance Obligations: Organizations must track, understand, 

and maintain a register of all local, national, and international environmental 

laws and regulations that apply to their operations.  

• Objectives and Action Plans: Companies must set measurable 

environmental targets (e.g., reducing landfill waste by 20% or cutting water 

usage) and create documented plans to achieve them.  

• Operational Control: Procedures must be put in place to manage day-to-day 

operations where significant environmental risks exist, ensuring proper 

handling of hazardous materials, wastewater, or emissions.  

• Evaluation and Auditing: The organization must monitor its performance 

data, conduct regular internal audits, and hold formal management reviews to 

correct failures and drive ongoing improvements. 
 

https://www.iso.org/iso-14001-environmental-management.html
https://www.epa.gov/ems/learn-about-environmental-management-systems
https://www.epa.gov/ems/learn-about-environmental-management-systems

