The Late 19th
Century



This is a valentine from 1872, February 14th. Written to
"mother".



s AAN AT FENTT UALARS,

414 aecres in valley close to Kent;
%:m% soil, good road; 4-room house,
bath, hydrant water, lights, gZa-
rage; 163 full bearing ie cherries,
acre raspberries, strawberries, tree
fruit for family; 2 chicken houses
for 700 hens, one new; 400 young
Thens; $600 Utility walking tractor,
implements, tools. Finest little
going place in the valley, Can be

, boug‘%ﬂ: cheap. nl:i[argain'.

- v P ek A v Alanvad

We had a lovely Swedish family Bible donated to us. There are many
clippings and notes as well as this photo. We are still working on
identifying the family, although a note from the donor indicated she
thinks they were "valley people".

The Bible was printed in 1878 and there is a obituary inside dated June
231899 for a Gustaf Wadlemar.

One of the clippings inside is an ad for a property in the Kent Valley.



Pioneer Thomas
Alvord built his home
INn the 1880's. It was
located at 78th Ave S.
The faint photo, if you
look close, is all of his
cows in front of the
house!

inventions. capitdlistic businceses,
farming skills. voluntzer activities
and sucial valves, Hi ledersbip
skills lelt their indelible influencs
throughout the Whitz River Yalley
fromy the mid-1800s o the presen,

As a0 agcicetralist, Alyord
Tuissd potatoss, onions, whest. pas,
cabbapge, tumips. carrots, 2eas, hay,
harley, rice, .ipqlcg_ pears, plims
anid hvesinck e discoverad that
mulk would kexp cwel by unchuring
milk zzos orto floats v the Green
River.

Alvord leased o thresaang
maching to other faroers, even iz
fur avaay o5 Ceotrglia. He built a
landing dock (Alverd's Landing) at
his farm whene gocds and yrocenies
were ransporied aronn Puiet
Sounl. "The valley™s fiest werehoose
vray built on his dock ta protect coim-
moditics. Booause the sreamhoals
and stows increased  Cuinioere,
Alvord built mere sheds, baroy,
sitos and warchouses.

LUURIYTT DMnR

of the firse racorded sernnn i the
White River Valley. 'The toud 15
now T8th Aveouz South.

Abvord instilled cthne wocisl vil-
ucs in his children by emploving
aeighbonng Indisns o work on the
formo, which was considesed 1o he
the largest in Thamas. Their chil-
deen played with the Slvord chil-
dren. Wheo Thomas Alvord mar-
ried Maciz Julien Smith jher
gencalngy can he treaveil ns Gar hack
us JR4A), e event wus oos of the
larpest social affairs of that rime.

The muszwsis at 918 U, S.&..
Auhurn.

{Looking Back, which roas week-
iy, is resoarcned and witien by ¥al
day Dailrv Newss librraa Joy Sz

TReicers g invited to sobmic Ris-
tonical phetogrsphs with porrinenr
information 1o the sewspiper for
publicatios, Sead o Joy Scarr.
Netirevim [ ihmirinn VYailow flaile




We received a lovely donation this week
of a Vapo-Cresolene Lamp designed for
vaporizing cresylic acid/ coal tar acid. It
was used to "cure or considerably
alleviate diseases of the respiratory
system and throat", as well as to sanitize
"sick rooms where bacteria were
thought to lurk." c.1880's

To read more abxout these devices,
check out this webpage:
http:/AMww.thelampworks.com/Iw_vapo
_cresolene.htm



http://www.thelampworks.com/lw_vapo_cresolene.htm
http://www.thelampworks.com/lw_vapo_cresolene.htm
http://www.thelampworks.com/lw_vapo_cresolene.htm

What a house! Mr. Alvord is here with his
spouse! What a picture perfect family.

The house was built in the early 1880's. It
was located on 78th Ave South. One of

the family members name may be Inez
Shaffer.

Can you guess the price of this house in
the 1880's?

I'll give you a hint the Bereighter home
at The Greater Kent Historical Society
cost $25,000 in the 1800s.



This is a glass negative of a very
dignified Mr. & Mrs. Burke, who
lived near O'Brien, c.1880

A parcel immediately south of
the Nelson farm, the original
Peter Saar Homestead, was
owned by the Burke family.




"Tintype photos, as the name implies, were photos with the
image on a metal surface, rather than on glass or paper...

In America, tintypes were used by the traveling
photographers following the armies of the civil war. Tin (or
actually thin iron sheet) was cut to size by the
photographers. The sheet was then coated with something
like tar. This process was cheap, and the results could be
mMailed home without breaking." -courtesy of
www.edinphoto.org.uk

Pictured are 4 men in front of a blacksmith shop on the
White River in the 1880's. Edward F. Richmond is holding the
square, George Read is holding the hammer & tongs, the
other 2 men are Latelle Richmond Carmichael and Mr. Van
Doren or Mr. Temple.



"Tintype Photographs: This inexpensive photo process was similar to the Ambrotype, but
instead of using a glass plate, the tintype image was processed on a thin sheet of
blackened iron — not tin. The name might come from the fact that tin shears were used to
cut the iron plate..Introduced in 1856 and popular until about 1867. But tintype photo
studios were still around into the early 1900s as a novelty." -https://www.aarp.org

Enjoy some of these early images of Kent's history!


https://www.aarp.org/relationships/genealogy/info-11-2011/dating-old-photos.html

More tintype photos



Did you know that glass plates were used to
Mmake negatives in photography from
1851-19207? We have some in our archives!
Here are 3 recent glass plate negative
donations that we scanned and inverted in
Photoshop to see the true image. The only
thing we really know about these is they
were related to the Shinn family in some
way. The second image seems to be
someone taking a photo of a woman taking
a photo of her kids!




Pioneer Thomas Alvord built
his home in the 1880's. It was
located at 78th Ave S. The
house was built in the early
1880's. It was located on 78th
Ave South. One of the family
members name may be Inez
Shaffer.

In the top photo you can see
Thomas Alvord and his wife. In
the bottom left, you can see
his cows.

Thomas Alvord left his mark

Pinager Thanas Momly Alvard’s
enterprises smbdraced agricultural
inventions, capitalistic busincsses,
farming skills. yoluntzer activities
and sucigl valves, Hi leadersbip
skills lelt their indelible influence
thronghoot the Whitz River Valley
fromy the mid-1800% o the present,

AS o agcicuaralist, Alyord
Tuised potatos, onions, whast. pa,
cabbage, tumips. carrats, acas, hay,
harley, rice, apples, pears, phims
anil Tvesinek e discoverad that
mulk would keep ool by unchuring
milk czos orto floats iu the Green
River.

Alvord leased o ithresaang
maching to other farmuers, even us
fur avay os Centrglia. He built a

Tamdinn Armale fhlirard's b oandinat ae

LOOKING BACK

of the firse rzcorded sermnn an the
White River Valley. '[he roud 35
now T¥th Aveous South.

Abvord instillod cthioe wocial val-
ucs in his children by emploving
aeighbonng Indisns o work on the
farmo, which was considesed 1o he
the largest in Thamas. Their chil-
deen played with the Slvord chil-
dren. Wheo Thomas Alvord mar-
ried Muciz Julien Smith (her
gencalngy can he teaveil ns Gar hack
us JASA), Iae event wus oos of the
larpest social affairs of thar rfime.

The muisewnis at 918 W, S.E..




Did you know... the first school
in area was the Titusville
School. This photo was taken in
1882 & Mr. Allen was one of the
teachers.. It was located on S.
Central & S. 259th on the NE
corner. Note the woods in the
background- It was still a wild
place back then!

The second photo is of the
Kent Valley School in 19009. It
was for grades 1-12 and the
photo was labeled the Kent
Valley's "only" School at the
time!




Clark's Livery Stable, on
Gowe Street between 1st
and 2nd Avenues, 1889




THE COUGH CURE
JEYNES
EXPEET ORANT.

e

This is the A.M.
Playford General
Blacksmith Shop
c.1880's-1890's. The
horse garage was the
parts store of the
time, selling things
like horseshoes and
other accessories.
Shown left to right is:
Alex Playford,
(maybe) A.P.
Meredith, and Sol
Kunkel. Exact address
unknown.



Did you know... the valley used to
grow hops for beer? Pictured are a
group of Native Americans who
helped with the hops. Many traveled
great distances to assist with the
harvest, some as far as Wrangell,
Alaska and British Columbia. Pickers
reportedly earned around a dollar
per day. In the 1890's the hop plants
became infested with lice and along
with the fall in the price of hops, this
industry came to an end in the
valley. Ezra Meeker and CM
VanDoren had the largest hop farms
in the valley. Meeker had 60 acres
and VanDoren had 25 acres.



A Kent valley home
c.1890's.

People and exact
location unknown.

T




Here's a charming
photo of Wesley &
Hester Reed in front
of their home circa
1890's. (No exact
location noted)



There is something charming
about this photo of Cavanaugh
& Clancy Tinning & Plumbing
from the 1890s. It was located
on West Meeker Street. Shown
is Ollie Cavanaugh.
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s SITere] oL a0 LawuLeL LULe DUULIE OB X WALIID o ror s REGISTER OF VOTERS, TOWN OF KENT WA 1892 Registration
15 SMITH WT 23 Sta Agent Depot 53 22 : o ey b7 i e Age Occupation Residence
Jstsny V& %f' o [Falsiilo Mttt Pl 13 azsomL o 5 Eatired State Strest
17 STAPLES ~ WR 31 Laborer Main Street e il BR 0 dart e S L s e
. : it 2f W"’///"'{W T Tl T i e May 2 BOULDRON T J 42 Carpenter On 2nd St Bet Gowed Tibus
13 SMITH WD 72 Jeweler Lot 10 B. D Ceows idd % 0 géé 13} S ) 11 BATTERSON L 257 Laborer Bk 18 WCI Co. lst Add.
- S S G A e e
14 SMITH LG 25 Real Estate Comn. 1 & 2 WCI Biock b lrae, e 2 o e
w’ TA Dwidin 18 s Al 17 BARRETT Jec 51 Restaurant lst St. Bet Gowe& Titus
16 SHINN RC 79 Retired Blk 12 Yeslers Add 287Vl Clal 17 BROWNING A 50 Corpentes Bk 13 Yeslers Add.
74 dud . /’M‘w«" 17 BLANCHARD J M 44 Attorney Blk. Central Ave
16 SAMS v DE 52 Fammerf Cent. Ave | Smith ! va ig’, ; B e Ay 25 Nerchamt | BIk10 HOD Go. st Add:
16 SMITH ES 23 Demtist .  WGL G Block e ,,’jf‘f - 19 ot Ena(Diedis oot | Kent Wil horge
o R O iy & 20 BROWN sH 38 Furniture Desler Blk 2 Yeslers Add.
16 SHOFF Ja 32 Barber Cor. 2nd & Saar Street ,/;,//w,,,:m,/%z 3 e B 50° Hercane Cioeh b
X LT ) e sq 7 BARNES N 33 Carpenter Fourth Street
16 SILESS A 27 Woodsman Kent Mill ‘ iy G e e
(il qelreinda 20  BISHER  EW 31 Teanster BIk 7 WCI Co. Add.
17 SMITH CF 28  Stone Cutter Blk D Crows Add sl e b oo e
8 T w0 sowce el 69 meried e
1 SHUTE F 41 Agr Imps Blk 8 WCI Co. 1st Add A3 e g, || ov 12 mmm Ta 5 st e me e
pue “ i 27 Lalner Koo e 22 BERGLAWD U B 2 e Kent
19 SMITH A 7K 32 Mill Owner Lot 1 Sec 19 : ‘ ,&f /«ZJ : J; la'a/.aak,ldi/.é’{/// o 5 eme s S Lot § Bk 1 Yeslers Add
20 STRI'IMATEé < 27 Corpnitis A Liey 7 % fi //Zf/;/a 'c%ﬁ}?f, i/; 3 28 Burke e 35 Farmer Blk 16 Yeslers Add
= = LT Ay m ,;MWW C O Ik il - Lith,
20 SMITH SETH 34 Laborer Blk 3 Clarks Add. k) // } i 3 =
i “% ; il Mk B M%/ﬁ ; Caik L M—/T@d/é M
TH LYSANDER 54 Ltampt Lo S - ; e
R 13 man In Lot 1 Sec 19 u (4/ [‘.vm G % ; v/a//,«W M/ﬁ/”a;@/ﬁ Mﬂ/
21 SOULE i i . : > s
Julian __ Druggist Blk 10 WCI Co. 1st Add , ‘ / Q’ gh/a 2 : G A "‘44/)_{?’ Mk/ymzcg&/ w
2 SIMMON THOS H 4% Attorney Cor 1st & GoweSt 0 . /;//(Al et odhs \
23 STEWART & $T8X  Famer Blk D Crows Add 2 R lin 14 R e Wl 1
I 9 i)
. 27  Laborer Blk 17 WCT Co. 1st Add 73 _uulTA TR 3 MW &!/ﬁf
A reg ISt ry of S0 Carpenter Lot 1 Blk & Kent e "ﬁmw . e Q].
(%Y / ¥ 4
g Ay il Lo : 3 aa)l\ / a/
Kent voters i R A o Sripe ok g g %/ mcf@/ ‘
L ' O ETIN, ) ; 2 S lAE 4 vl ‘L Ve,
29 Llaborer Lot 2 Sec 19T 22 " RS i w. dp ! ,' gy M
. o ’ . y 2 f . /f? / m {,‘/\. |\-. N
N ]892' 30 Carpenter Kent Hotel . -
* 24 laborer Blk 14 Yeslers Add !
42 Carpe Blk 3 Yeslers Add :
75 SNELL GEO J 41 Cigar Maker Blk 7 WCI Co. 1st Add s,

28 SHULZ FREDERICK | 72 Farmer Exhenge . /



Kent's Mary Ann Harn Bow & James
Thomas Bow. They were married on July
29th, 1885 and these portraits would've
been done around the same time
period.

There is a faint stamp on the back that
we believe was the name of the artist:
"Edward T. Hick at 634 5th St., Seattle
WASH"




BLACKSMITH AND REPAIR SHOP

WAGONS IFOIR SALLLE,

Repalrmg, Horse Shoeing and Wood
Working at Reasonable Prices.

l 8‘ “7. Rl!xl{‘sldq Kl::N’l‘_. “’AS!‘.

An ad from the White River Journal, April 4,1896



r e

78 e
(@Mwm—/a//r

OWM//J?L
25 -~

¢ g !

‘ /O///M/\m A eonvinen ree ohoned ;
\ B (eode 5t dulivird rvor
m,{o’),?/al/ﬂ/'/‘a 7696 4
Sl ervilas Py delerinrd v on
| Fiforwr Dzestocr 7,
‘ A e o dbisod e o
Yofore SOV ) A
| 7 Uad iiv eae . ///77/14//’%
| &e(’,(fw//d/\/ oliall
s A(Mﬂu 7 // >
Loontyaot TM ’ JMA/ /f Yy
M/ bart 24 . & 0 by ot
/éam///@ jf ajf/éu&
l L W,/WM s 7 m«/
/4 Farey 7 o g pdeenid
pecir MA rind Vs /MW/M
[ //ﬁ} .1 ,//M/, o Ly firat far
tavdsd 4E RO oovaly e By
//v .42/ trx/ /1/4 /;;4 e e

/t G é/ ;/w/,
. m«i ﬂ/zb/ /LM/ S oo igmmmes
:' Gl é//’m
| “”””’” Z u *{_u_u&

Ftas oy

((/,‘ A abh /
TIUd QA eyt vt a ey aud & /MM
:/,/""'«/’) /’f’f:,a 12 Jf /(5/ (/,/765// I.le‘ ’l/ 4
,,/:f'wl"l ufl("/m/ f/fu 7 Uw / /rjm,é ,(N
4 { Aad /’t W an 1(t /A ’ﬂ%l] f
/,,'*,‘MA / 2l A{ ’/J Lot /A/W

! ‘/W/ M/ 4(14//’4&44/ 7 %,ﬂ//f/m,rr/ﬁﬂ//

ﬁﬂ 4’4rj /1/ @p oo Ayl Lo ﬂ/i/V
Wovin. of taentyfive dellars' e
/;”f/f /H/ & WaAibawt Ayairie //11///,{?
v & 14’)'}14«// ? v hiltanep 7(14 A //t //(

o (J(/p/wﬂ 77 b Ufrat /aeaf/t/t uffirn

/
Lte o st 77 Uy v seets

e @Fhee ver bl f/’l[/ "z ,At//?,(z/
Corets? 7y //frzm/’ ”1/1/ I L, dees-
flﬂ/ AN B absce anll . P
Foddndd Ao dolrey “at e sbhatnié
((//(/// ,/[1/{/7 7 /7/)144&’ O/Jz»w»/ %« //{?
A/u/‘/// Ay Gy iy NI oa At
//ﬂz/f/nf/%/m/ Ié‘&(«&/% o ﬂ/%

%tf/ 16% /%/ //Qd/»%c/ e lord
ﬁ//r',a /f(/?/ ﬁ,( / AN /v(("/
//* f{ (7 /ﬂ &/14‘ C’M

j? ‘M /f
/&(I/MQ o2 /’/0 ﬂ/ //(/21/[ az-
7/ ollrws;

{ /f’/?’/fb f( Conrrmroe abgnes ;
| ’»5 //’W/%/ﬁ Y [/f&“:/l(/ ooy
| Gifore b ¥ /896 5
W erdas A Ty g{/ﬂ'mq// o o
’ Pf o abxe:,m/n/h/“/!*y/),
¥ /0»[4 b ///i Aeliirssodf e o7
ﬂfqoiv Bia 1% (59,
V" G i vase ity orty
apud part atall fal b HuL.

This is a contract between
the City of Kent and E.
Molkie to deliver 75 cords
of 4 ft. slab wood to the
Light Plant from the Kent
Mill on Oct. 12th, 1896, all
for $25. Very interesting
read and what a treasure
to have the original in our
archives!
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Bicycling by both men and
women was very popular near
the turn of the century. People
would form "'cycling clubs"
devoted to the pleasures of
touring, sight-seeing and
visiting.

This was taken ¢.1899 and one
woman is named- in the upper
right was Nellie Guiberson.




