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Cows listening to the radio 1930



Girls posing vs. Boys posing 
From the Kent family Boyer collection of photos c.1930's

 



Photo is from the 
Rasmussen 

collection, c.1930 
"Real beer" on a trip 

to Canada.



The Kent business district c.1930s - 40s. Shown is Ramstead Hardware and 
the Fashion Hotel, 1st Ave.



Wishing great luck to all 
of our students getting 
ready to head back to 

school soon!
Here are three young men 

looking like they are 
headed off to college! This 

photo comes from a 
newly donated collection 

from Kent's Boyer / 
Thomas family. 

c.1930's-40's



Here's a great photo of the 
Kent High School Band in 

either 1930 or 1931.



The 1931 Kent High School 
Student Body Officers

Top: Laurella Routh, Frank 
Abbott, Margaret Hallock, 

Russell O'Grady

Bottom: Paul Fergerson- 
advisor, John Mac Gregor, 

Robert Hall, Mary Genazzi & 
Keo Glidwell



Kent Jr. High Honor Society 1931. Left to right: Charlotte Oliver, Betty Fae Williams, 
Ellen Gray, Toye Louise Nakatsuka, Giulia Reano, Jane Rawdon, Alma Booher, 

Imogene Bush, unknown, Virginia Meridth, Tillie Ann Hallock, & Natalie Dubois.



Did you know... Kent used 
to have a fish pond in the 
middle of town? It was in 

the city park that was 
between Gowe & Smith 

streets. The park had 
flowers, Chestnut trees and 
a bandstand. Around 1932 
the fish pond was erected 

to give employment to 
those out of work due to 

the depression.



Summer is festival season and we have had no shortage of festivals here in 
the White River Valley over the years. From the Lettuce Festival in 1934 (and 
undoubtedly others even earlier) to the International Festival started just nine 
years ago, festivals bring together a community in a way nothing else can.

"Festivals foster community pride, teach people new things, and strengthen 
relationships." (Wuthnow) When we celebrate the things that make our city 
special it evokes good feelings, people come together and participate in 
lighthearted fun and gives us all something in common to talk about.

The Lettuce Festival is a great example. Much of the valley's history is rooted in 
agriculture, so the celebrations of that common history made for some great 
fun. They had parades, a Lettuce Queen and built the "World's Largest Salad" 
for all to enjoy.

Festivals also serve to bring in new citizens and to celebrate the changing 
definition of a community. The International Festival has done an excellent 
job of this.

Cornucopia Days, the Canterbury Faire, Ezra Meeker Days, the Kent 
International Balloon Classic, the Valley Festival, Dragonboat Races, Soapbox 
Derbys, Kent's 4th of July Splash, Experience Historical Kent... some of these 
have fallen by the wayside, but others are going strong! Join your community 
and find some festivals to enjoy this summer!

-Michelle Gehlman-Teeter



With all the rain we've been 
having lately, it makes us 
grateful for the Howard A. 

Hanson Dam that was 
completed in 1961 to control the 
yearly flooding the valley used 
to get. Shown is a creative way 
some got around downtown 
Kent during the floods! It was 
taken from 2nd & Meeker in 

front of Kent Emporium in 1933.

Pictured is Dr. Hoffman in front 
of canoe, Don Bell Sr. in the 

back. Dave Leppert is with his 
granddaughter Louise Wilson 

in the background.



The Pay'n Takit Store in the 
Rader Building on Central Ave, 

during the 1934 flood.

2nd from the right is Clarence 
Lee, last on the right is Claude 

Fielding.



Here's a great article shared 
with us by Tyler A., about his 
grandmother, Queen of the 

Lettuce Festival that year! It's 
from Time magazine, July 13, 

1936. Thanks Tyler!



This is a group shot of the kids 
at St. James Episcopal Church 

in the 1937-38.
6th from the right is Adrean 

Owens, and 4th from the right 
is Joann Pozzi, the only two 

identified.



Going to the beach on 
an overcast day is still 
fun, you just have to 

dress warmer . This is 
A.E. Smith from Kent 

enjoying the view from 
Madrona Bathing 

Beach on June 30, 1937



We received a donation of 
before "Highlights" children's 
activity books from the 1930's!
This ad really shows how lucky 

we are to have the internet 
now, our kids can see the 

"World's Beautiful Pictures" 
with a quick online search, no 

mail order required!
This was from "Children's 
Activities for Home and 

School", March 1937.
 
 



This flyer is from Kent's 4th annual Lettuce Festival in 1937! June Miller was 
the Lettuce Queen that year. This was also the year they had "The World's 

Largest Salad" downtown!



Young friends from the '30's 
enjoying the nice weather.

L-R: Jack "Buddy" Whiting Jr. 
(from an early Auburn pioneer 

family)
Ron Scribner of Kent

Fonda Ranta Palo Willson 
Zimmerman of Kent (the 

Ranta's were early Covington 
settlers)

and her brother Gary Wingate 
Willson of Kent

c.1938
 


