
1950s to the Present



This is an illustration from a 1950 promotional calendar, printed 
for Bush Hardware and Furniture Company of Kent WA. It was 
put out by Dutch Boy Paint.



In 1952, Kent Meridian High School had a band called "The 
Moonshiners"! The members were Ken Helfenstien, Ken 

Simon, Wally Burge, Jack Becvar and Bill Ruth!



Cornucopia Days Parade 1954, kids dressed like 
Davy Crockett



Thanks to Karin F. we have 
these great photos of the 

Allentown Covered Bridge! A 
bit out of Kent, but still some 
great history of our area! Not 

sure of the year, but before 1956 
when her Uncle made a 

painting of it.

(The one with the cow is 
hilarious for some reason!)



Danny Pierce was a painter 
that lived right here on East 

Hill! He has work in the 
Smithsonian and he painted 

many of our murals downtown. 
In the Kent News-Journal on 
Dec. 16, 1959, a letter he wrote 
back home when he was in 

Alaska was printed, describing 
his experiences there.



1960s



C & C Produce- Cash & 
Carry Fruits and 

Vegetables and S.T. 
Produce. This was on 
Railroad Ave, north of 

Smith St. (c.1960's)



A real bird's eye view! That's the 
Seattle Space Needle that we 

know and love.
It was described as: "Jewels 

gleamed from the intellect and 
imagination from some of the 

finest minds of America". In the 
1962 world fair, It drew over 2.3 

million visitors, when nearly 
20,000 people a day used its 
elevators. Now you can eat at 
the SkyCity restaurant, and 

really feel like you are on top of 
the world!



This is a letter recalling Mr. 
Harry Waid's years at the Taylor 

School just outside of Kent. It 
was published in installments 
and we only have one of them, 

but it shows what it was like 
going to school in the early 

1900's. It was printed in Aug. 
1963.



Taylor School letter continued. Teacher Mrs. Failor is pictured as is Faye 
Hart -- the smallest one in the front row.



This seemed very pertinent to 
us all these days! It was found 

on the back of an industry 
booklet put out by Carnation 
Milk back in 1964. Remember 

to Vote!



This is a story that ran in a local 
newspaper in July 1966, about 

George Whall and the cabin he was 
born in on Aug 15, 1890, still 
standing at that time. It was 

located on 132nd Ave SE., Kent, WA.



A terrifying story that ended 
well was printed in the Kent 
News-Journal on March 13, 

1968.



1970s



In our collection is a 
bunch of newspaper 
articles and photos 

about the fishing derby 
that used to be held in 
downtown Kent for the 
kids. These ones are all 

from April/May 1971, 
from the Kent News 

Journal.



According to their ad, you 
could even board your pet rock 

in 1976 at Kent's Holiday 
Kennels!



1980s



The Spring 1989 Jr. 
Achievement Class at 

Kent Jr. High



1990s



Boy Scouts visiting the Mayor's 
office in 1990. 



Who remembers the Apple Barrel Country Store on Meeker? (I know that's where 
my Mom & I learned how to make Applehead dolls! ~Michelle)

Here is a photo and an article from Oct. 1994 about this charming store.

Don't know what an applehead doll is? Here is a link on what they are and how to 
make your own! http://www.crizmac.com/…/index.php/2011/11/24/make-an-appl…/

or: https://www.motherearthnews.com/diy/applehead-dolls-zmaz80jazraw

http://www.crizmac.com/artandsoul/index.php/2011/11/24/make-an-applehead-doll/
https://www.motherearthnews.com/diy/applehead-dolls-zmaz80jazraw


The next 5 slides are from the program was from the 
last day at the races at Longacres Park, Sept. 21, 1992.











Photo of the original Greater 
Kent Historical Society 

members: Donna Frio, Rae 
Reitan, Audrey Sells, Al Sells, 
Dorice Wolfrom, Jim Biggar. 
The only one missing is Jack 

Becvar. c.1993.



A lovely clipping from the Valley 
Daily News May 20, 1990, their 
paper in honor of Kent's 
Centennial.



While researching for the next newsletter, we 
came upon Tim Noah's name & photo in a 
Canterbury Faire booklet from 1994! He was 
THE children's musician when we were kids!

He is still recording, performing, & he 
transformed a hundred-year-old church into 
Tim Noah Thumbnail Theater in Snohomish, 
WA ( http://www.thumbnailtheater.com/)! You 
can read all about him here: 
http://timnoah.com/biography.htm

http://www.thumbnailtheater.com/
http://timnoah.com/biography.htm
http://timnoah.com/biography.htm

