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This is a hop house that 
belonged to Pat Hayes Farm in 
Orillia. Hop farming was really 
big in the early 1900's in Kent 

until the hops louse ruined the 
crops and people transitioned 

over to lettuce farming.



The Kent Theater and Meeker 
Street Livery, on the north side 
of W. Meeker, between 2nd & 

4th streets. c. early 1900's



Currency from the early 1900s was backed by the Bank of Kent. 
Here’s some more information about currency at the start of the 
20th century. 
 
"Generally, a central bank or treasury is solely responsible within a 
state or currency union for the issue of banknotes. However, this is 
not always the case, and historically the paper currency of countries 
was often handled entirely by private banks. Thus, many different 
banks or institutions may have issued banknotes in a given country. 
Commercial banks in the United States had legally issued 
banknotes before there was a national currency; however, these 
became subject to government authorization from 1863 to 1932. In 
the last of these series, the issuing bank would stamp its name and 
promise to pay, along with the signatures of its president and 
cashier on a preprinted note. By this time, the notes were 
standardized in appearance and not too different from Federal 
Reserve Notes."
-https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Banknote
 
These coins were used at a store in 
Orilla that they struck
 themselves and were only good at
their store. This was a common practice
 in more rural areas.
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Banknote


 

The Carnation Condensery tin shop work crew from the turn of 
the 20th century



Photo postcard of man and woman - 
possibly wedding photo. Possibly 

Bernie Crow as Samuel W. (Bernie) 
Crow, 5/15/1883 to 9/22/1973, son of 
Captain James J. Crow, who was 

Pioneer Riverboat operator on Green 
River.

Exact date unknown



The Kent- Bonnaman's Store. (It 
later became Ryerson's Grocery 
Store) It was located on 1st Ave 
between Gowe & Titus Streets. 

Circa 1900



"Kent- We Deliver 
the Goods", Joe 

Cowan is on the left. 
The other men are 
unknown c.1900. 

Check out the 
wooden wheels and 
what we believe to 
be a steam engine!



Geo Wood and R.J. Rogers 
standing in front of Rogers & 

Wood Furniture (on Railroad & 
Meeker)

It was taken c.1900 and shows 
the fine array of products for 

farmers and townfolk.



Early 1900's Cedar Shake 
Making

This is from a glass plate 
negative taken around 1900 by 
Clark Studios. It is men making 
cedar shakes out of old growth 

wood on Kent's East Hill. You 
can see the smoke stack of the 

"donkey" in the background.
1900



This is a family photo of the 
Arney family. c.1900-1920 we 
believe (it's not noted). Check 
out those glorious mustaches!
Named are: Dr. Rodney Arney, 
Carrie Arney, Ted Arney, Jack 
Arney, George Arney, Frank 
Arney, Rodney, Grandma Mae, 
Bessie?, Jessie Boucher, Mary 
(last name unknown), Aunt 
Polly, Uncle James 
(unconfirmed).



First Kent bowling alley from 
1900! 3rd from the right is Emil 
Nelson. 



This photo was taken c.1900-1910 at O'Brien, a 
White River School in the Kent area. 

We know some of the children’s names. 

4th row, left to right: Josephine Cummings, Mrs. 
Van de Vanter, Hazel Jones, Johnnie 
Cummings, ?

3rd row: Lee Sharkey, Ford Flaherty, Richie 
O'Connell, Lena Cummings, Mamie Cummings, 
Mary Courtney, Adrienne Johnson, Louisa Van 
de Vanter, Nellie Sharkey, Margaret Sharkey, 
Lillian Steele, Willie Cummings

2nd row: ?, Sadie Courtney, Bessie Wakeman, 
Connie Van de Vanter, Ardee Kelsey, Katie 
O'Brien, Evelyn Flaherty, Katie O'Connell, ?

1st row: Tim O'Brien, Annie Cummings, George 
Sharkey, Monica O'Connel, Morgan O'Brien, Jim 
Hogen, ?, ?, John Cochrane, ?



This photo is from Kent's Shin family collection of 
photos. The people are not named, but it is noted 
on the back where & when it was taken: "At the 
mouth of the tunnel Monte Cristo, July 16, 1902"

"Monte Cristo became Washington state’s most 
famous gold and silver mining town of the 1890s. 
Located in the rugged Cascade Mountains of 
Washington State in eastern Snohomish County, 
its mineral resources first were located in 1889. 
With investment in the mines by a New York 
syndicate backed by John D. Rockefeller, a 
railroad was constructed to bring down ore for 
smelting at the new city of Everett, also a 
Rockefeller development. Hit by financial 
disasters during the panics of 1893 and 1907, 
active mining ended shortly before World War I. 
In the years since, the site has become a popular 
destination for thousands of hikers, mountain 
bikers, climbers, and families fascinated both by 
the history of the town and its spectacular 
setting, surrounded by peaks up to 7000′ high in 
the Henry M. Jackson Wilderness area."

-The Monte Cristo Preservation Association

( http://mc-pa.org/?page_id=121 )

Vacationing at Monte Cristo Mining 
Town- 1902

http://mc-pa.org/?page_id=121


This photo wasn't taken in Kent, but 
it is of some Kent residents on 
vacation! They are crossing a glacier 
near Monte Cristo on July 17, 1902. 

"Monte Cristo is a ghost town 
northwest of Monte Cristo Peak, in 
eastern Snohomish County in 
western Washington. The town was 
active as a mining area for gold and 
silver from 1889 to 1907, and later 
became a resort town that operated 
until 1983."- Wikipedia

Shown left to right are: Mr. Shinn, 
Mrs. Thompson, Mrs. Shinn, Mr. 
Peabody, Mr. Muller and Mrs. Kinsey.



Shown is a photo of Kent High School's 
1904 football team.

The names listed are left to right, Standing: 
Roy Root, Gerald Gannon, Armstrong. 
Sitting: Cliff Stuart, Red, Guibor, Pulver, 
John Stewart, Will Berlin, Heiny, Earl Titus. 
Front row: Tom Barnes, Hans Niessen, 
Milliard Calhoun.



Kent was the first town in 
Washington to provide 
transportation to schools.  
Shown in this photo is a 
long school bus wagon 
from about 1905 driven 
by Michael O'Brien. Also 
are several school bus 
wagons in front of Berlin 
Bros. in downtown Kent 
from about 1915.



This note was found while 
volunteers were scanning 
school attendance record 
books. It is from c.1905, and 
says: "Wednesday- Miss 
McHugh, Will you please 
excuse Frances at recess so she 
can get dinner for me as I am 
going away. -Miss Lizzie Crow"

.



Martha Anna Ramsay 1906



This is Kent's first Pool Hall 
owned by Alva Johnson c.1906!

Alva is the gentleman behind 
the counter on the interior 
photo. The Pool Hall was 
located on 1st & Titus



This is Bob Young's mail wagon c.1906. 
He drove the Kent mail carrier route #2 
from 1906-1918.

The house was on Cedar & Prospect SE

This was taken "at the Kelsey place", 
west of O'Brien (S. 216th hill)



Stop Off At Kent - Journal from 
1907



This is a postcard sent in 1908 
to Chas Horne from his wife. 
Logging was one of the first 
industries in Kent, used to 
clear land for farming.



This is an article written in 1911 about the importance of having a school newspaper. It 
was included in Kent High School's first issue of "The Criterion", a periodical the school 

body decided to write. With school newspapers going by the wayside, the hope is 
these benefits are still being produced, if not by a school newspaper, then by some 

other means. (written by Clarence A. Mason)



We have a copy of Kent High School's first 
issue of "The Criterion" from 1911, a 

periodical they put out to let the public 
know what was going on in their school. 

The athletics page was beautifully written 
about the football team that year, shown 

below.

"...True, the local boys know how to milk 
and excavate tubers, but they also know 

something about the gentle art of 
handling a pigskin..."



An enlightening article 
written for the 1911 Kent 
High School periodical 

"The Criterion". It is about 
starting up agricultural 

science courses and why 
it's important to do so. It's 
interesting that they were 
worried about their finite 

resources even back 
then! Written by Patrick F. 

Costello.



In the early 1900's we had The 
Dream Theater on W. Meeker 
Street. It played silent movies and 
in our archives we have a few 
programs of movies they played 
(along with some humorous 
editorial comments on the 
movies)! Shown is the theater 
around 1915, a movie ticket and 
two programs from 1912.



These women seem to be on their way 
somewhere special too! Circa 1900's-1920's, 

two names were noted: Mary Frances and Ava 
Kinnan.



This Saloon in O'brien was ran 
by Mr. Hoban (standing in 

doorway). Chas Nelson was 
driving the milk wagon with 
his dog Tracy. c.early 1900's. 

Other man unknown.



O'Brien Saloon



A High School Physics Lab book 
written by Stella 
Rasmussen-Hallock from 1905! This 
page is an experiment involving 
Mercury near the beginning of the 
school year. 



This was found 
shoved inside the 

1905 school records 
we have been 

scanning. The Great 
Pumpkin, even back 
then ;) or more likely 

a scarecrow or 
costume?



Kent High School Class of 1908



In 1906 the people of the district voted to build a new 
school (the old school site on Benson & 208th). An 
acre of land was donated by A. Parmenter. The school 
directors gave a contract to Robert Melville to build a 
new school 42x40 ft for $180.00. The school bell was 
purchased from Sears & Roebuck of Chicago in Sept 
1906. The first teacher in the new school was Miss 
Isabel Gibson for $50/month. The second teacher was 
J.M Joseph who received $60/mo for the first year and 
$70/mo for the second. The Janitor was paid $2.50/mo. 
In 1910 the voters authorized the board to build an 
addition to the school not to exceed $1200. A tract of 2 
acres was purchased south of the school and 1 acre to 
the west. In 1938-39 the WPA built the present 
building (5 rooms) with basement, gym and cafeteria 
in the basement. In 1954 the board purchased 7 acres 
on the west making the present ground 11 acres.

The new Panther Lake school on 10200 SE 216th St. 
opened in 2009.

This is a photo of the students on the front steps in 
1908. (From the Idding collection, named were Verna, 
Violet, Earl, Ed, Mother & Eva)



This photo is from a (previously cracked) glass plate 
negative. Two gentlemen are in a carriage in front of 
A.A. Rutledge Co. in downtown Kent. The smaller 
sign says "Music Store".  No more is known about the 
date or the company in the photo.

Do you know anything about A.A. Rutledge Co.?

Our friend Eric shared two newspaper ads for A.A. 
Rutledge Co. from 1907 & 1908:



Here is a story about the 
1910, Kent High School 

undefeated football 
team. This article was 
printed on March 24, 

1971, newspaper 
unknown



A wide angle photo of children in the Orillia School c. 1910
The background is especially revealing of town life back then. 

Photo is by LW Clark.



The Kent Motor Car Company c. 1910



We have the records for a 
patient that was admitted to 
Dr. Owen Taylor's Hospital in 
Kent in 1910! It doesn't say what 
was wrong with them, but the 
treatment consisted of a lot of 
milk & lime water, castor oil, 
antiseptic mouthwash and 
alcohol rubs, as well as some 
medicine. The patient was 
admitted for 46 days before 
they were discharged healthy.



Kent Feed Store 1910



A wide angle photo of children in the Orillia School c. 1910
The background is especially revealing of town life back then. Photo is 

by LW Clark.



The Kent High School Girls Basketball team in 
1912.

(Pictured: Mary Ramsey [coach], Julia Pozzi 
Radcliffe, Goldie Guiberson, Sadie Calhoun, 
Genevieve Lusk, Marjorie Martin, C. Boucher 

Keogh, Mary Snell Franke, Mary Boucher 
Pinkerton, Ruth Green Gonnason, Lenz 

Ramstead Brown, Ruth Gonnason)



 Kent High School Football Team 1912/13.
Front row left to right: Roy Beery, Ellis Williams, Wylie Olson Hunter, Lawrence 

Berlin, Sam Pinkerton, Troy Coleman, Ward Green (no helmets) 2nd row backfield: 
Claude French, George Root, Clarence Mason, Tim Harn. Coach Jack Bush. 

background: Ray Roper, _____, _______.

 



The report card for Frank 
Bouldron for the school year of 
1913- 1914 at Kent High School. 
(He was a pretty good student, 

mostly A's and B's!)



Photos from a wedding put on 
publicly in Kent in 1912 as part 
of the 4th of July festivities! The 
couple, Grace Peterson and E.L. 
Young, got $100 and a free 
double bed to have their 
wedding in Kent's gazebo. 



Many people often ask where 
different businesses were 
located in the past. We thought 
you'd enjoy this hand-drawn 
map of downtown Kent c.1914



 Here is the report card for 
Frank Bouldron for the school 
year of 1913- 1914 at Kent High 
School. 



We came across a great photo of Mr. 
Brecver (Becvar?) with a buggy full of kids 
from 1915! This photo was taken on South 

Central Ave.

Also pictured are:Sarah Pinkerton, Austin 
Casey, Clarinda Pinkerton Calvert, Cornetia 
Casey, Reathel Sheehan Norberg, Bea Von 
Brocklin Geimer, Cornelius Casey, Gordon 
Taylor, Dale Pinkerton, Pete Decker and 

Vern Taylor.



All of the smoke in 
the air from the fires 
brought to mind this 
photo- Railroad Ave. 

on fire from Gowe St. 
to Titus St. on July 3, 
1914. What a scary 

sight that would've 
been!



Here are a couple of photos in Kent's past of people dealing with 
the snow!

The first is in front of Kent's Jamieson Drug Store c. 1910
The second is a man shoveling snow in 1914

 



Check out that baby walker! 
Definitely not as safe as today's 
standards! Sylvia Rasmussen c. 
1915



We have several scrapbooks 
full of photos from the 

Rasmussen family, from Kent, 
WA. Here is a photo of their 

car with a horse right behind 
it- a sign of the times.

George Hallock is at the 
wheel, next to him is his wife, 
Stella Rasmussen Hallock, in 

the back seat on the left is 
Edna Hallock (George's sister), 

and next to her is Helen 
Rasmussen (age 15). c. 1915, 

place unknown.



This photo was taken at the 
Rasmussen Home c.1915. It 

was located at 711 W. Meeker 
in Kent. Unfortunately we 
don't know who this great 

group of kids are.



School records from Meridian High School in September 1916.



The Rasmussen family of Kent having a picnic around 1915. Left to 
right: George E. Hallock Sr., Helen Rasmussen, Matilda 

Rasmussen, Alma Rasmussen, Nels Rasmussen (leaning), HP 
Rasmussen, Edna Hallock (black dress), Julia Rasmussen/ or Mrs. 

Hallock Sr.



Senior Class Play 1916



Shown is a class of students in 
teacher Mrs. Naomi Snell's class 

from 1916 (which school was 
not noted).



This is a photo of the 1917 Kent 
High School's Girls Basketball 
Team! (no names were noted). 



Soldiers leaving for WWI saying 
goodbye at the Seattle train 
station. It is on a glass plate 
negative. The photographer 

was L.W.Clark.

Come to our Annual Gala "1917 
One Hundred Years Ago", to 

learn more about WWI in 
Washington State.



Kent's Matilda 
Rasmussen's photo 

during WWI in 
France. 



This was on the front page of The Seattle Daily Times on June 4, 1918, during WWI. 
It is interesting that they started giving children preventative healthcare to grow 

better soldiers one day.

"...to the credit of Seattle's climate and health conditions, (children) were found to 
be 99.99 percent perfect"



An add found in The Kent 
Journal & Des Moines 
Intercitian Newspaper in 1918.



Fred Leber from Kent sent home letters during WWI and we have 2 of them! Shown are two 
of his letters, one to his brother and one to his mom written in 1918 from the battlefield. We 

also have a photo we believe is of Fred Leber

(Note the captain's signature on each letter, approving the contents before it was mailed)



This photo was shared on another Kent history page. "Picture is dated 
July 4th, 1919. Says it was taken on Meeker Street. 4th person from the 
left is Klinkensmith, 5th is Jennie (Jensen) Johnson". -John

The conversation afterwards thought it was related to Women's Rights. 
... "just one month earlier from this picture on June 4, 1919 the 19th 
amendment was sent to the states for ratification. With their white 
dresses I'm fairly confident these women are suffragettes and are 
advocating for passage of the amendment." -Julie

"The little house was Townes (Mary, Henry and Florence) and the big 
house was the house we lived in (Farman's) across from where Valley 
Elementary" -Lynn

Also added was "1919.....women were winning the right to vote and 
Kent went dry from 1919 to 1933.

The Kent gents would go to what they called little Kent (Thomas) to 
wet their whistles.

Also the saloons were still up and running in O'brien during these 
trying times. Lol" -Eric

Social Media is an excellent way to share the bits of history people 
know and pull it together into a larger story!

Thank you for allowing us to share this John!


