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Why net zero plans may lift Reform’s rural vote

Overhaul of Britain’s
energy is a battle for
hearts and minds in
the countryside,
write Jonathan Leake
and Matt Oliver

E d Miliband's plan to decarbonise

Britain's electricity supply will

change the topography of
Britain's countryside and the views
from our shores - and may yet redraw
the political m: br

Areport published today by the

UK’s National Energy S lem Operator
(Neso) tells the Enexgy Secretary that
his dream of decarbonising Ihe power
grid by 2030 means he must double
onshore wind capacity, triple offshore
wind and quadruple solar power in

billions of pounds in finance and
oversee the creation of a massive
supply chain capable of dumn
dmpssamlx of wind turbi hes E‘hx’
panels, plus the miles of able nu ded
to connect them all up.

Some of the proposals are relatively
uncontroversial - there will be few
objections to expanding offshore wind,
or boosting the UK’s battery storage

new electricity pylons, will be
incendiary in some areas,

Objectors say those planned pylons
will not just be unsightly but will also
open the way to industrial-scale wind
and solar farms that will transform
the landscape.

In Westminster, however, the
growing fear is the transformation of
the political landscape with Reform

the Conservatives eyeing up net
zero for winning future votes,

“The net zero agenda is about to
become a big political issue,” says
Reform leader Nigel Farage.
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cover about 250,000 s 0[ hrrnhml
- roughly the size of Dart

National Park. This mzk(-s mlnr oneof
the most controversial low carbon
technologies. Most of these new solar
farms will be in the South Edsl close
to the cities that want the power.

By 2030, nuclear power- st will
need to be providing between 3.5 and
.1 gigawatts of electricity, according
to Neso. At present, all but one of
Britain’s existing plants - Sizewell B
- are scheduled to close this decade.
Neso assumes operator EDF will be
able to extend the lifespan of at least
one or two of them but Great British
Nuclear does not expect any SMRs to
come online until “the early 2030s".

Generating clean electricity is one
thing but it must then be transported
to the right place. Double the amount
of pylons, cables and other
transmission infrastructure must be
built in the next five years as has been
built in the previous ten in order to
rewire Britain for net zero, Neso says.

Without this, it will not f\lll

sible to utilise renewables’

-ause there is insufficient capzcll)
on major north-south power lines to
ensure that wind power generated in
Scotland and the North can be
transportes vi is most needed
in the poy hungry cities of the
South. Fixing the problem will involve
£60bn of investment to build around
620 miles of new onshore power lines
and another 2,800 miles of offshore
ones, across 88 construction projects,
Neso says. Of these, at least 80 must be
delivered for the Government to hit its
2030 clean power target.

‘What all Miliband's plans depend
upon, however, is the planning system.
Cutting the time taken for planning
consents and massively accelerating
development s key. What will it mean
for local democracy? “The only way to
achieve change on this -«‘al(‘ would be
to suspend the planning rules,” say:
Ashley Kelty, an energy analystat
Panmure Gordon.

For rival politicians, that could be a
gift - enabling them to portray Labour
as obsessed with net zero. The unrest
in the countryside is already palpable.
‘Wera Hobhouse, a Liberal Democrat
who sits on the energy select
committee, warned that losing the
support of local people could derail the
whole net zero project. She says: “We
are calling for decisions to be devolved
to local authorities and we by
without their buy- a
targets cannot be achieved.”

For now Miliband and his party are
firmly set on their mission. But the
stakes could not be higher.

Responding to \Ieso s reparL the
Enes tary sa
Government is dt‘{cm\hlv:d to ensure
the significant reforms we need.

“Every family and business deserves
affordable, secure power - and that is
what we will deliver”




