PTA meeting minutes 9.15.26 (hybrid)

· Make sure to join. You have to have joined this year to vote.
· Motion to approve the June 2026 minutes, 24 in person, 12 online voted to pass the motion.
· MCPS info
· School calendar survey open until September 20
· Survey about school screen use
· If there are any topics you’d like discussed at a future meeting, email president
· Motion to approve board, 36 in person, 13 online voted to pass the motion
· Lots of ways to volunteer (but it’s not required)
· Still need volunteers for: 
· Planning assemblies
· Singer Cares (supports students with scholarships, financial/material needs, etc)
· Concessions chair (for selling food at events)
· Movie night
· Financial review
· Committees to join: 
· Auction
· staff appreciation
· fun run
· book fair
· grant support
· SSL hours for older kids who want to volunteer
· Need people to reach out to potential sponsors and money for nothing opportunities
· Fall membership drive
· Approximately 275 members so far (81% of last year)
· Join by Sept 30 to help your student’s class win a prize/party
· Monthly swag raffle for members
· Budget
· Our budget shows our values
· Very similar to prior years
· Dip in income recently so we’re trying new fundraisers and grants
· New expenditures: 
· Singer Village (more info below)
· Fun Run
· Raise scholarships budget
· No longer supporting reimbursement for class parties or for international night. The PTA cannot reimburse parents
· New income sources
· Grants for assemblies, scholarships, field trip support, science fair, etc
· Election day bake sale
· Fun Run with corporate sponsorship
· Photo sessions with Shoott
· More intentional concessions for events (pizza, popcorn, partnerships with food trucks and vendors)
· Budget may need adjustment during the year
· Motion to approve budget, 36 in person, 9 online voted to pass the motion
· Communications
· Singer PTA website: calendar, money from nothing opportunities, staff wishlists
· PTA listserv: main way to get information and newsletter. Make sure to join!
· PTA sometimes has info in Mr. Heatwole’s Sea Turtle Times
· Social media
· Whatsapp groups for each grade level, Singer Needs, Latino cafe families
· Room parent updates
· Room parents are a link between PTA and classrooms/teacher
· Roles: 
· Share announcements with families
· Host two class parties
· Prepare class basket for the silent auction
· Commitment about 4 hours for the year (not including parties)
· Can be more than one per class
· Please volunteer to be a room parent, especially need 2nd and 4th grade classes
· If you volunteered, you’re a room parent!
· After school activities
· Fall, winter, and spring sessions
· This fall, there were 4 times as many scholarship requests as last year
· Discount/scholarship codes distributed last night, please register soon!
· Registration closes soon
· Classes that don’t meet enrollment minimums will be canceled 
· Movie night
· Friday, Sept 25
· Kona ice and Mama Lucia trucks on site with a percentage back to the PTA
· Students voting on movie
· Need volunteers for concessions 
· Book fair
· Look for sign up genius to volunteer (MCPS volunteer training required)
· October 26-November 3
· Students can visit the fair during school, parents can come during family hours before/after school
· Tax free this year!
· Share the fair: donations to ensure all students get to buy a book
· Book fair open during November 3 Election Day 
· Bake sale to coincide with Election Day fair hours
· Donations of baked goods needed (store bought and homemade)
· More info to come
· Volunteers needed
· Older kids can earn SSL hours
· Singer Needs
· Supports families in the Learning Center and any other students with IEPs and 504s
· 18% of students are LC
· 34% of students have IEPs
· Looking to adapt school-wide events so more LC students can participate
· Presentation and Q&A with Ms. Frick, the new LC coordinator on Thursday, Sept 17 at 7pm on zoom
· Singer Village
· Brand new!
· Connection and support for one-parent households
· Fill out the interest form (can also indicate if you can help out)
· Ideas include babysitter sharing, carpooling, resource sharing
· Give and take, not adding more to your plate
· Speedy Turtle fun run
· During Singer Day November 13 (rain date November 20)
· More info to come!
· Spiritwear
· Flash sale coming soon!
· Fundraiser and show Singer pride
· 3 designs with a minimum purchase required for each design
· One representing Latino cafe 
· Shipping to school included in price
· If you order between the flash sales, there are more design choices but you have to pay shipping
· Dine Out
· Every month
· Fundraiser 
· This month
· Chipotle Wheaton mall location
· Tuesday September 22
· Show flyer or use code for online pick up orders
· 25% of proceeds back to the PTA
· Email if you have a suggestion for a dine out location
· Nominate staff member of the month
· Principal’s update
· Great start to the school year
· Many new staff members
· Safe at school week drills completed
· Upcoming events
· October 6: PTA meeting about reading curriculum (November meeting math curriculum)
· October 9: Hispanic Heritage parade
· October 12 Indigenous people’s day: parent visitation day
· October 23: picture day for all students
· October 30: fall festival
· Translation for zoom coming! Let us know if you would be able to provide live translation


Attendance (in person)
1. Lauren Whitney
2. Cecilia Mundaca Shah
3. Rosa Marroquin
4. Lilly Goldberg
5. Shannon Kowalczyk
6. Charlotte Blutstein
7. Emily Wietmarschen
8. Holly Shorrock
9. Evan Shorrock
10. Marc Weinstein
11. Stephanie Hsu
12. Britt Gordon-McKeon
13. Madeleine Shakotko
14. Zoe Randol
15. Julia Smith-Aman
16. Menbere Shiferaw
17. Rachel Trexler
18. Joanna Grossman
19. Claire O’Rourke
20. Kaitlin Baron
21. Alon Baron
22. Naomi Mulligan Kolb
23. Tamara Forys
24. Catherine Ganon Foxman
25. Susan Massey
26. Laura Donnelly-Smith
27. Abby Guner
28. Jared Hire
29. Jessica Jones Capparill
30. Greta Harman
31. Tara Marini
32. Brianne Harrison
33. Laura Francica
34. Revathi Jose
35. Celia Taylor
36. Nathan Coplin
37. Subarna Saha
38. Helen Chabot

Attendance (online)
1.  Nitin Gogia
2.  Kelsey Krabacher
3.  Lorena Martinez 
4.  Megan Metcalf
5.  Ann Veihmeyer
6.  Elisabeth O’Bryon
7.  Philip Vieira
8.  Ryan Connor
9.  Megan Litke
10.  Meredith Osborne 
11.  Bridget Quinn
12.  Kylie Sheapp
13.  Brittany Strong 
14.  Mario Le Voyer
15. Julie Francis 
16.  KazyMarie Soldao
17. Victoria Ortega
18.  Sherri Johnson
19.  James Johnson
20.  Chris Reynolds
21.  Tsgereda Weldehiwet 
22.  Ingrid Vanessa Lopez
23.  Jon Krabacher 
24.  Eric Jessell
25.  Gene Kim
26. Sarah Gorney
27.  Jessica Alvarez
28.  Russell Provost
29.  Siobhan Dempsey
30.  Brian Rojas
31.  Josephine Abiala Bonoha 
32.  Elaine Bond
33.  Kelly Park
34. Crys Hernandez

Total attendance: 72

