
NEWSLETTER VOLUME-V Issue 1
 

 

 

Union Christian College Alumni 

Association of North America 

(UCCAANA) 
IRS Section 501(c) (3) Tax Exempted Non-Profit Charitable Organization 

Tax ID # 20-4794742 

 

 

 

VOLUME V 

Greetings from UCC

The College is making great strides and the achievement of A grade accreditation 

with 3.45 GPA is only one among the many. More than that, with NAAC Peer 

Team visit, a new generation of teachers and students were able to experience 

something of the soul of UCC and the joy of being part of its legacy. The 

mobilization of all sections of the academic community, teachers, students, 

alumni, PTA, was unprecedented. In all these, we were greatly encouraged by the 

support of UCCAANA and such organizations as UBCHEA. As we approach the 

centenary, we have to make great strides in expanding our international linkages 

with academic institutions overseas. The following proposal is something that you can work on: 

Develop a Center for Educational Research, Innovation and International Linkages (CERIIL): Facilitate educational research 

and policy studies, prepare the college to take on the challenges ahead, offer courses in cutting edge areas of knowledge and 

offer academic programs for an international clientele.  

This is a suggestion to provoke your thinking. UCC extends its love and regards to all the alumni in America and Canada. 

Rev. Thomas John 

Manager, UCC 
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Dear Alumni and Friends, 

It is with great pleasure that I am writing this report. I am very glad that we are able to publish a newsletter after some 

time. We are publishing this as a Thanksgiving Edition. We all are thankful for so many things. I am hoping we can 

share some of those things through this newsletter. 

At this time I want to thank all the Presidents before me, who dedicated their time, talents, and treasures to move 

UCCAANA from newborn to infancy to childhood. We are still going through ‘failure to thrive’ symptoms, but we are 

on the right track, and with our sincere efforts and determination we can reach our goals and can be more active 

among our alumni and friends. 

Looking back since the inception of UCCAANA in 2006, I am very glad that we were able to accomplish a few things. 

We arranged two grand scale alumni get-togethers in New Jersey and Maryland, two small local get-togethers in 

Chicago and Toronto, and an alumni cruise in the Caribbean Sea. Also, we were able to establish the UCCAANA 

Educational Endowment at U C College to assist the poor and needy students. In addition, UCCAANA members were 

able to assist in establishing the Center for the Study of Religion and Society (CSRS), the T. O. Abdulla Endowment, 

the Vidwan P. G. Nair Endowment & Research Center, and the Dr. Abraham C. Kulangara Scholarship. 

Due to some unknown reason we were not able to attract more alumni to join UCCAANA. If any of you have any 

suggestions to attract new members, please share them with us, so that we can pursue that goal. I am hoping in the 

coming years we can have more local small get-togethers in various cities, as traveling long distances is a concern. 

Unfortunately we were not able to reach our goal for the UCCAANA Educational Endowment Fund. I am hoping we 

can reach that goal in the coming years. 

If we are visiting Kerala, please plan to visit UCC, and show our affection to our alma mater. 

Thanking God the Almighty for all His blessings. Wishing all of you a happy and enjoyable Thanksgiving. May the joy 

and peace of the Christmas season come your way, and finally may you and your family and loved ones have a 

prosperous New Year. 

With warm regards and prayers, 

Dr. Thomas P. Mathew (Ohio) 

President, UCCAANA 

November 15, 2017 

  

President’s Message 
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Dr. K.C. Chacko passed away on November 16, 2013, 

in Denver, Colorado. He was 92. He was an eminent 

economist. His wife Mrs. Thankamma Chacko also 

passed away in 2014. Their only daughter Mrs. Shanti 

Chacko and son-in-law Mr. Graig Weisbart are living 

in Colorado. After studying at U.C. College (1939-41), 

and then at Madras Christian College, Dr. Chacko 

came to the 

United 

States in 

1946. He 

was a 

generous 

supporter of 

UCC, and 

individuals 

who aspired 

for higher 

education.  

He took initiative to establish the U C College Alumni 

Association of North America (UCCAANA), and was 

its first President.  When we decided to establish the 

UCCAANA Educational Endowment Fund to help the 

poor and needy students at UCC, KC made the first 

donation of Ten Thousand Dollars. He remained 

active as an Advisor of UCCAANA until his passing.  

May his soul rest in peace.  We remember him as an 

inspiration during his 4th death anniversary. 

 

 

Dr. Abraham C. Kulangara (92) passed away in June 

2017 in Virginia. He is survived by his wife, Mrs. 

Kanakamani Earaly, and only daughter Dr. Sara, 

Cardiologist. He studied at UCC in 1942 - 1944 for his 

intermediate. He and his family had been living in the 

USA for many years. He had instituted fifteen 

scholarships for graduate and post graduate students 

at UCC since 2005, and visited UCC often.   

He visited UCC in 2012 and added Rs. 5 Lakhs to the 

Abraham C 

Kulangara 

Scholarship, 

and in 2013 

he added Rs. 

3 Lakhs. UCC 

and 

UCCAANA 

are very 

grateful to 

him and his 

family for 

their 

generosity. May his soul rest in peace is our prayer. 

UCC was represented at the funeral by a UCCAANA 

Board member, Dr. Sargadharan, and Dr. Kulangara 

was buried in Virginia by a UCC alumnus Priest, Rev. 

Dr. Varghese Manikat, with the permission of 

another UCC alumnus, Archbishop, His Eminence 

Mor Titus Yeldho. We thank Theethose Thirumeni, 

Varghese Achen and Dr. Sarngadharan for their 

assistance. 

 

 

1 

In Memoriam 

Dr. K.C. Chacko – 4th Death Anniversary Death of Dr.  Abraham C. Kulangara 
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Dear Dr. Thomas P. Mathew sir,  

Congratulations and best wishes for the newsletter going to 

be published on thanks giving day. We must be thankful for 

God the almighty for the mercies showered upon us all 

through these years. We must be thankful to our alma mater 

for shaping us in such a wonderful way so as to lead a 

societal life by holding our head high. We must be thankful 

to our relatives and friends for their protection and care 

given to us for the steady progress in our life. Over and all 

we must be thankful for still being a ' Ucean.' 

Thank you  

Dr. P. Thomas Mathew 

Principal, UCC 

  

Thank you from Dr. Thara K. Simon, Bursar, UCC 

In 2003 I received a very surprising email from Dr. K. C. 

Chacko (KC), a US based alumnus of the college, 

inspiring me to coordinate international linkages and 

alumni communications of the college. Since then, it 

was also a pleasure to be in touch with Mr. Thomas P. 

Mathew (Ohio) and Attorney Lal Varghese, as they 

were working hard to establish UCCAANA.  The dream 

came true in 2006, where KC was the Founding 

President and Dr. Mathew served as the Treasurer for a 

decade. So far UCC has received about 100, 000 USD 

from UCCAANA. We are very thankful to all of you for 

your generosity, and thinking about your alma mater. 

Since then, UCCAANA not only initiated and supported 

several projects of UCC, but also enhanced partnership 

with Hope College, Michigan, USA. Let me thank Dr. 

Simon Thomas former President, and welcome Dr. 

Thomas Mathew as the new President of UCCAANA. 

Recently, the Dept. of Botany purchased a Phase 

Contrast Microscope with Fluorescent Equipment with 

the funds from the family of KC, ie,  Mrs. Shanti Chacko 

and Mr. Graig Weisbart, also, adding  the gift from 

Prof. Alfredo Gonzales, Hope College.  May God 

almighty strengthen our partnership with UCCAANA 

and help the college to reach greater heights. 

 

Principal’s Message  

Bursar’s Message  

UCCAANA President Dr. Thomas P. 

Mathew with His Eminence Mor Titus 

Yeldho, Archbishop & Patriarchal 

Vicar 

UCCAANA President Dr. Thomas P. Mathew met with His 

Eminence Mor Titus Yeldho, Archbishop & Patriarchal Vicar on 

November 14th. Theethose Thirumeni completed B.Sc. and 

M.Sc. (Mathematics) at UCC. We requested Thirumeni's 

assistance to attract more new alumni to UCCAANA. 
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Most transformative years of 

one’s life is during the ‘teen-age’ 

years and I spent all but one of 

those years in the nurturing cradle 

of life we know as UCC. I consider 

the seven years I spent in U. C. 

College as the best time of my life, 

almost being carefree and being 

affectionately encouraged by my 

teachers. What more one could 

ask for at that age!  

I was fortunate to have had such 

teachers as mentors, teachers 

like TBT (T. B. Thomas Sir, E N 

(Nambiar Sir), MM 

(Madhavankutty Sir), DJD (David 

Jayakar Daniel Sir), NSN 

(Neelakantan Sir) CVG (C. V. 

George Sir), KPM (K. P. Mathew 

Sir) CJT(C. J. Thomas Sir); PCC (P. 

C. Cherian Sir), MK (Mathew 

Koshy Sir), RV (Rajan Varghese 

Sir) and TP (Thomas Philip Sir). 

Each of them, each with unique 

styles, instilled indelible 

impressions in me. I am for ever 

being grateful for such 

opportunity to have been their 

student. 

 UC College, though a Christian 

College, never imposed on us 

students the Christian religious 

philosophy. We were free to be 

who we were. Each student was 

given the freedom to grow into 

who he/she wanted to be. We 

could stay back after class and 

work as a group for any class 

activities or any other group 

activities we were engaged in. It 

was clear that we were under the 

watchful eyes but never felt 

restricted or intruded. To me that 

sense of freedom I experienced at 

home and at school during those 

days shaped my view and 

individuality. To study and grow 

in such an atmosphere, knowing 

that I have the affection of those 

who have the power to shape my 

future gave me the confidence to 

be who I am now. I cannot 

overstate when I say I am indeed 

grateful for that gift. I wish every 

young life will get such 

environments to be so nurtured. 

 

 
 

 

  

Dr. Bhamini M. P. Nayar 

She completed her Pre-

degree, B.Sc. and M.Sc. 

(Mathematics) at UCC from 

1967 to ‘74. Now she is a 

Professor at Morgan State 

University, Baltimore, 

Maryland. 

FAST FACTS  

70% of all the world's spices come 

from India. 

  
 

Aluva U.C. College – A Nurturing 

Cradle 
By Dr Bhamini M. P. Nayar 

UCC 2017 July Meet Photos 

His Grace the Most Rev. Dr. Philipose Mar 

Chrysostom Valiya Thirumeni and others 

at July Alumni Meet. 

His Eminence Mor Titus Yeldho, 

Archbishop & Patriarchal Vicar & Koshy 

Mathew, DySP (Retd) at the July Meet. 

Thirumeni went to Kerala for one week 

just to attend the July meet at UCC. 
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I write this short note for the 

UCCAANA newsletter with pride and 

love for my Uppa, T.O. Abdulla.  An 

apt quote for Uppa is "he didn't tell 

me how to live; he lived and let me 

watch him do it."  My earliest 

memories about him are not about a 

hugging-kissing person; rather a 

man of few words but of significant 

action.  Most of the days, our family 

used to sit down together for 

breakfast and dinner.  During those 

occasions Uppa would ask my 

brothers and me one or two 

questions or make a comment or 

two on the meal or school activities.  

I never saw him raise his voice even 

when occasionally Umma mentioned 

to him about the naughty behavior 

of his three kids.   Another picture 

that is vividly in my mind is visitors 

waiting on our front porch after sun 

break.  The visitors were from varied 

sectors of our society, and as I 

listened to the conversation 

between Uppa and the visitors I 

learned that some came seeking 

guidance on school or college 

admissions, some for financial help, 

and some for job recommendations.  

He spoke softly and kindly to them 

and occasionally he would ask me to 

bring water or coffee for them.   He 

was a member of many arts and 

sports organizations, and I used to 

look forward to the days he took us 

to watch drama, music, and dance at 

TASS Hall and for Sivaji Ganesan or 

Prem Naseer movies.  As a little girl, I 

developed an abiding trust in his 

judgment and was filled with the 

deepest respect for the hard 

working, humble, and 

compassionate dad that God gave 

me as gift.   

 As I grew to adulthood I could see 

and feel Uppa's passion for 

education.  He fervently and 

sincerely wished that the younger 

generation walk into their adult life 

with confidence and dedicated 50 

years of his adult life to building and 

nurturing scores of education 

institutions in Kerala under the 

Muslim Education Society.  The 

project he initiated with a handful of 

others in the community has been 

able to play a significant part to 

educate the parts of the community 

that have been left behind.  One of 

the institutions, MES Kunnukara 

College, is named in his memory.  

In addition to building scores of 

educational institutions, he had a 

passion for football and worked 

tirelessly for raising the standard of 

football in India.  It was when he was 

the Football Association President 

that the Kerala team won the 

Santhosh Trophy three times.  He 

lived his life with the fervor and spirit 

of an inimitable sportsman.  While 

working day and night for his causes, 

his prayer was that more people on 

this planet should draw from their 

reservoir of energy for improving not 

only their lives but the community 

and society around them.  After 

Uppa's passing away in 2012 I started 

looking for opportunities to be a 

change agent he would wish me to 

be.      

   

In 2014, I learned about the activities 

of the Centre for the Study of 

Religion and Society (CSRS) from Dr. 

Thomas P. Mathew of UCCAANA.  

Later that year, I met with Dr. Thara 

K. Simon and Dr. Mini Alice of CSRS, 

and they convinced me that this 

endowment has a mission 

synergistic with that of the CSRS 

which was already operational at 

UCC.  Since the road to a successful 

fulfillment of the next generation is 

impossible without a firm 

understanding of ethics and values, I 

chose to sponsor messaging on this 

subject through UCCAANA and 

CSRS.  The specific goal of steering 

the thinking and actions of the 

succeeding generations toward 

creating and sustaining an ethical 

environment was something very 

dear to my Uppa's heart. 

  

I was unable to attend the 

inauguration of the T.O. Abdulla 

Endowment, but Dr. Mini Alice and 

Mrs. Nino Baby shared the video and 

photos of the occasion, and I was 

extremely impressed by the event 

especially seeing the participation of 

the student body and the rapt 

attention the students gave to the 

speakers.  I got a warm feeling from 

this all that the message on ethics is 

reaching our young generation.  

Since the inauguration four more 

talks have been organized on this 

subject.  I recently had an 

opportunity to visit UCC at a CSRS 

event and was delighted to see the 

dedication of all of the CSRS 

volunteers in carrying forward their 

work for achieving the goals set for 

the endowment I am sponsoring.  I 

plan to continue to support the 

activities of the CSRS volunteers in 

messaging on ethics and values for 

the young generation. 

My Uppa and His Values to Pass On  
By Mrs. Fatima Tharakandath, Houston 
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 I grew up in a country 

neighborhood.  Everybody knew 

everybody else.  We kids played 

together, and sometimes quarreled.  

It was part of growing up and having 

fun.  Seeing some scenes from war-

torn neighborhoods around the 

world, depicting neglected lives of 

deprivation and fear, I feel so 

thankful for the protected lives we 

lived. We never met an unfamiliar 

face or had an unfriendly encounter.  

We were oblivious of the world 

outside of our immediate 

neighborhood. Even when I got to 

high school, some distance away 

from home, though the walk was 

long and the study requirements 

grew, those old friends remained 

close.   

At the end of high school, a letter 

came from Union Christian College 

offering me admission. Several years 

earlier, my brother got a similar 

letter, a great benefit of doing well in 

school!  So I started college only a 

few miles from home, and mostly 

walked to classes.  All my fears and 

apprehensions of entering the new 

and unfamiliar surroundings soon 

disappeared, because the College 

presented a welcoming and 

nurturing atmosphere to all, and 

prevented us from getting lost or 

disillusioned.    

I had some great teachers, and I still 

remember them with reverence.  We 

made fun of some of their 

idiosyncrasies, but always with great 

respect.  My student days at UC 

College lasted only two years, but 

my connection with the College has 

lasted a lifetime.  I left UC College to 

further my studies, first at Madras 

Christian College, and then in Delhi 

University.  Years later, after I came 

to the United States and made some 

significant contributions to 

biomedical research, I was invited to 

speak at the College.  Several 

luminaries were in attendance when 

I spoke.  I saw my old teachers, 

Professor T. B. Thomas and 

Professor C. T. Benjamin, in the front 

row.  That was one of the proudest 

moments of my life.  The bottom line 

is this: You leave the College and go 

forward with your lives, but the 

College never forgets you, and 

always holds you dear.  

My connection with U. C. College has 

assumed a new dimension.  Almost 

two decades ago we instituted a 

major educational endowment at 

the College in the name of our father 

Mahakavi Vidwan P. Gopalan Nair 

for studies in Malayalam language 

and literature.  The ‘Vidwan P. G. 

Nair Smaraka Gaveshanakendram’ 

of the Malayalam Department has a 

very vibrant program.  It conducts a 

widely attended and well recognized 

national seminar annually over a 3-

day period.  Each year a new theme 

is selected by the Department, and 

the proceedings are published as 

books.  The universities recognize 

these publications as reference 

books in literature.  There is also a 

scholarship program under the 

Endowment which pays for a Fellow-

In-Residence.  The College 

recognizes this as its largest 

educational endowment to date.  We 

are proud of this association and its 

contribution to academics and to 

Malayalam literature.  

Life has given me many things to be 

thankful for, and my years at U. C. 

College rank among the most 

precious and invaluable of these.   

 

  

Dr. M. G. Sarngadharan 

He has been a UCCAANA Board 

Member for a long time.  Before he 

retired he had served as Vice 

President and Scientific Director of 

Advanced BioScience Laboratories 

in Maryland.  He has spent most of 

his career in biotechnology. He led 

research into biochemical and 

immunological characterization of 

mammalian, especially human, 

retroviruses. He conducted 

epidemiological studies to 

establish etiological associations 

between human retroviruses and 

human diseases. He developed 

serological screening methods to 

detect and define patterns of the 

spread of etiologically significant 

retroviral agents among various 

populations. He is a Biochemist 

and Virologist.  He holds PhD. in 

Chemistry from Delhi University in 

1966. Now he is assisting in 

starting some research program by 

the Kerala Government. He will be 

going to Kerala soon for the official 

inauguration. 

Memories of U. C. College that I always cherish  
     By Dr. M. G. Sarngadharan 
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Where I live, which is north of the border, Thanks giving is 

celebrated in October, perhaps in anticipation of an earlier 

winter season. For a good proportion of UCCANA 

members thanks giving is only coming. Nevertheless we 

are all in that season and let us remember once again 

what we have to be thankful for. 

Let us be thankful to God Almighty for all His blessings. 

I am sure all us cherish the time we were students or 

teachers at UCC. As for me I would not have been happier 

if I had my education elsewhere. Without any reservation 

it can be said that the college focused on the development 

of each person’s strengths with a view to achieving their 

personal best, irrespective of gender, religion or political 

leanings.  

We can be 

thankful for 

the 

opportunities 

for higher 

education 

which 

eventually led 

to satisfying career opportunities, our families and friends 

and good health. Most of all let us be thankful for the 

countries we live in which provide the rights we enjoy. 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Thomas Mathew, 

It is with great pleasure that I share with you the news 

that the NAAC Peer Team recognized CSRS as one of 

the Best Practices in UCC. Kindly find attached a copy 

of the report of the work done by CSRS up till now that 

was submitted to NAAC. Though there were some 

initial problems and starting troubles, CSRS today is 

probably the most single organization that influence 

the whole college community with its T. O. Abdulla 

Memorial lectures and the program on “Alternative 

Lives”. 

A notable change in the recent past in the functioning 

of CSRS is the fact that CSRS has become a movement 

of students; Mini and Nino have been able to nurture a 

group of student leaders, who not only have a sense of 

ownership of CSRS but also play a significant role of 

leadership in the total life of the College. Students are 

provided with opportunities for direct encounter with 

people who by their commitment made significant 

contribution to the life of society, especially to the most 

vulnerable in our society. They are being given models 

for imitational learning. 

Fatima attend one of the meetings on Alternative lives- 

a lecture in memory of her father. I hope she will share 

her experience with you. Kindly circulate this email to 

those who should be updated on the status of CSRS, 

particularly Titus Mathew Sir. 

Thanking you for your support and continued interest in 

such programs as this,  

Achen  

Rev. Thomas John, Manager, U C College,  

Aluva, Kerala, India-683102, +91-9447124403 

 

Dr. K. M. Koshy 

Koshy Sir was a faculty member 

in the Chemistry Dept., and was 

the Resident Warden at Tagore 

Hostel. He helped to arrange an 

alumni get together in Toronto 

in 2012 during then- Principal, 

Dr. Thomas Philip was visiting 

USA and Canada. 

Thanks Giving 
By Dr. K. M. Koshy, Toronto, Canada 
 

About CSRS  
By Rev. Thomas John, Manager, U C College 
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With the Canadian Thanksgiving passed, and the US 

Thanksgiving was right around the corner, for many 

the holiday has become known as Turkey day, 

characterized more by gluttony than gratitude. I have 

to admit that gratitude does not come naturally to 

me either. Interestingly, recent scientific studies 

show that as we age, our brains get better at feeling 

thankful. In older people, the limbic system, 

especially the amygdala, an area of the brain involved 

in emotions and memory, become less active in 

response to negative information and increase its 

reactivity in response to positive information, making 

it easier to feel grateful as we grow older. So I might 

just be an outlier to this rule or I might still not have 

aged enough to be considered wise! Though I am 

thankful for many things in life, I rarely say it or even 

acknowledge it. When my six year old grabs me my 

cellphone from downstairs, he still often has to 

remind me to “use the magic words-THANK YOU!” 

There is a key difference between Thankfulness and 

Thanksgiving. While thankfulness tends to be passive, 

thanksgiving is more active. Unless you express your 

thankfulness, it isn’t worth much to both parties-the 

giver or the receiver. So here’s my challenge to you-

Take some time off today to come up with 6 things 

you are thankful for. Though you might be thinking 

that 6 seems to be a lot, I bet you’ll be amazed, just 

like I was at how fast your list fills up. Here are my 6 

reasons to give thanks today 

1. I am thankful for my parents and brother who 

taught me to dream 

2. I am thankful for my husband who supports my 

every dream 

3. I am thankful for my two little boys who help 

me realize my dreams 

4. I am thankful for my in-laws who treat me like 

their own daughter 

5. I am thankful for my health 

6. I am thankful for my job and for doing work 

that matters  

With Christmas fast approaching, when we celebrate 

and give thanks to the greatest gift of all-the birth of 

Jesus Christ, let’s try to make every day a day of 

giving thanks-a Thanksgiving Day! I am going to try 

harder and I hope you will too.  

 

A newsletter for UCCAANA when it is time of 

Thanksgiving here in the USA, made me think what do I 

thank UCC for. Struggled to make an itemized list, but 

could go easily for a time-travel through endless 

memories — pleasant, unpleasant, funny and sad. Most of 

the funny memories are from the extra-curricular side of 

college life, but no anecdotes. UCC gave me chance to 

make many friends, meet hundreds of students and live 

with a few dozens in dorms. Interactions with students, 

faculty and staff of different family backgrounds, religious 

beliefs, political ideas, and languages spoken at home and 

even nationalities shaped me into who I am today — not 

someone famous or rich, but a contented person retired 

from teaching profession.  

Thank you UCC for all the memories which have a special 

place in the heart of your alumnus. 

 

 

Dr. Anju M Philip 

Postdoctoral Fellow, St. Michael’s Hospital and 

the Zebrafish Center for Advanced Drug 

Discovery, Toronto, Canada. 

Anju is an alumnus, and is the daughter of Retired 

Principal, Dr. Thomas Philip. 

Thanksgiving Day or Turkey 

Day? 
By Dr. Anju M Philip 

Endless memories from 

UCC      

By Mr. Thomas Varughese, Secretary, UCCAANA 
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Mrs. Kuttimol Kurian, UCCAANA Vice President and Dr. 

Simon Thomas, President (Ex) had the pleasure of 

visiting UC College on August 30, 2017. They held on-

campus meeting with the Manager Rev. Thomas John 

and the Bursar Dr. Thara K. Simon. Main goals of the 

meeting were to brief them on the recent election of a 

new UCCAANA Board and to explore ways to 

strengthen UCCAANA/UCC relationship and support.   

The UCC leaders are eagerly looking forward to 

working with the new UCCAANA Board.   

 

Recognizing the changed environment of higher 

education in Kerala, we suggested holding an 

orientation programme for the newly arriving students 

and faculty, to renew the college spirit and to instill a 

love for the college and pride in this venerable 

institution, especially as the college approaches its 

centennial.    

The more specific discussions on relationship building 

were channeled to two broad fronts of “the gives and 

gets” by the two organizations.  A few specific 

opportunities were considered for further action.   

  Rev. Thomas John (TJ) had prepared a white paper 

entitled “Development Trajectory for 2021”, which 

contained ten ‘strategic objectives’. The list of 

objectives is for UCC’s internal discussions, 

prioritization and development of ‘action plans’. TJ 

touched on three strategic objectives for possible 

UCCAANA help with, viz: Faculty Development, Center 

for Educational Research, Innovation and International 

Linkages (CERIIL), and College Development Office. 

Feedback from the UCCAANA Board on the white 

paper was sought by TJ, which has been consolidated 

by Dr. Thomas P. Mathew and will be forwarded to TJ. 

  The UCCAANA Board, from its own perspective, is 

eager to increase alumni membership in the association 

and to strengthen relationships among the alumni and 

with the alma mater. One of the key enablers to reach 

out to ‘younger alumni’ in N. America, is a searchable 

database of UCC alumni, that only UCC can provide.  

On an interim basis, we made a more modest request 

whereby each UCC department could provide contact 

information of alumni (e.g. from the period 1985-2015, 

even if a small number) currently in N. America.  TJ 

promised to follow up on our request.  

Timely and relevant communication with the 

UCCAANA Board is foundational in building a strong 

relationship.  TJ in his interim role as alumni contact 

person, could communicate with the UCCAANA 

President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer as 

appropriate.  

We are eager to strengthen our ongoing 

UCCAANA/UCC partnership.  

 Mrs. Kuttimol Kurian, Vice President, UCCAANA        

Dr. Simon Thomas, President (Ex) & Board Member  

UCC Campus Visit Report 
     By Mrs. Kuttimol Kurian, Vice President, UCCAANA & Dr. Simon Thomas, President (Ex) & Board Member 

 

UCC Manager Rev. Prof. Thomas John and Bursar, Dr. Thara K.  

Simon with Mrs. Kuttimol Kurian and Dr. Simon Thomas                                                       
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T O Abdulla Memorial Lecture Photos 2015 

Rev. Thomas John is receiving Mr. M G Rajamanickam, IAS, District Collector of Ernakulam for the inauguration 

of lecture series. 
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FAST FACTS  

Lose Weight / Healthier Eating is the 

top New Year resolution, around 

21% 

  
 

Principal Dr. P Thomas Mathew is speaking. Dr. Mini Alice, Director of CSRS & Mrs Nino 

Baby, Deputy Director of CRCS are also on the stage with Collector & College Manager  


