
Vice President Message
Allen Hartland VP

June is in the book and it's been nothing less than a      
whirlwind. Wildwood started it and I hope everyone had a 
great and safe time at the convention. I especially enjoyed 
visiting all the lodges and meeting as many Central District 
members that I could. Thank you all for the well wishes. 

Again, congratulations to State President Don Tonachio and all of my Vice 
President peers on their elections. This year I am not going to have a
reorganization meeting since all district chairs are returning. Thank you all for your 
commitment. I will meet with all 22 Chairs individually to hand out the list of 
lodge chairs for their committees, badges (I had to reorder women’s badges- that is 
the reason for the delay) and date and times for VP clinics. Thanks to all the lodges 
that volunteered their lodges for these clinics.

I have started to visit the lodges in our district and will visit all very soon. To all
lodge chairs, ERs, and secretaries - although I keep a close eye on both my emails and 
the district calendar, please, if you have an event , meetings etc. make sure it's on the 
district calendar or send me an invite or email so I can be aware and put it on my 
calendar.

In closing I would like to thank Francis Decibus, Pete Smith and all district PVPs for 
their help and advice it's deeply appreciated, as always in Elkdom.  

Fraternally,
Allen Hartland
Central District Vice-President
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District Deputy Message 
Eileen Jennings DDGER 

  
 
 
 
 
Dear Members and Friends of the Central District, 

I am beyond honored, humbled and extremely proud to have been chosen as your 2026-2027 
District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler! As we begin our new year together, I would like to express my sincere 
thanks to all who believed in me. 

 A special thank you to our State Sponsor, Malcolm J McPherson Jr. PGER, our District Advisors, 
Francis J. Decibus PSDGER, Peter Smith PSP PGLC and all our Past District Deputies both living and 
deceased for placing your faith in me. 

I personally want to say” Job Well Done” to Dan De Zaio PDDGER for an amazing year and you have 
left me  your support to lean on if needed. Also, congratulations to 
PVP Dan Pencak for a great year as well!! I am looking forward to working with my fellow lodge members, 
VP Allan Heartland and Trustee Betty Bellanca PDD in this coming year. 

Now let me introduce to you my Fabulous Team for the upcoming year. We have Secretary Megan 
Hayes PER, Auditor Yasmin Fisher and 
of these three amazing Elks we will have a successful year ahead. I also want to thank each of them again 
for agreeing to take this journey with me. I believe that together we can achieve great things with all of our 
lodges. Please note…t  be sent out when I return from 
Chicago. 

By August 1st your lodge’s 990s must be uploaded to the Grand Lodge website. Failure to do so will 
result in penalties starting at $100.00 per month or portion thereof that the return is late up to a maximum 
of $500.00. 

Also, as a reminder, monthly submissions for FRS must be emailed to the Adaptive by the third 
Friday of the month for the previous  
month, up to $500.00 and will be required to have a full Audit or Review performed as directed by our State 
Sponsor. 

On a lighter note… I look forward to working with all of you this year. I hope to have Central District 
lodges work together to make some of our fundraising events bigger and better than ever. Please know that 
I am always willing to listen, guide and have fun with you all too. Just drop me an e-mail at 
EileenJennings91@gmail.com. 

I wish you all a happy and healthy Summer and I hope to see a lot of you during the upcoming 
months. 
 
Fraternally, 
Eileen Jennings 
District Deputy Central District 
 
 
 



Golfers and volunteers enjoyed a great day at Warrenbrook 
Golf Course to raise funds for Veterans at the 

 .  

 
Did he make it? Ask him!  

  

Local Boy Scouts assisted the Carteret Elks at 
their Flag Day Ceremony.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



proud to present a check for $1000.00 
to Independence for Veterans. This 

obtaining the ENF CIP Freedom Grant. 
The packages featured in the 

perishable food and new clothing 
items collected for Veterans during 
the lodge's recent clothing drives. 

Edison Lodge  presented 

seniors. 

a mortgage 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Piscataway ER Peter Namen manned 
the NJSEA CD Drug Awareness table 

at the Piscataway Street Fair. 

Scenes from Hawaiian Night at South 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

   

   

Americanism Hank Hart PER   tahklikid@gmail.com 609-401-6512    
Army of Hope Sal Malinconico PVP smalinconico@aol.com 732-690-9421 

 Megan Hayes PER    mah411@optonline.net  732-986-2887  
CLMS  Rita Massimi PDD   joereets@yahoo.com        908-966-3242    

 Karen Imperatrice PER   adele310@aol.com  908-472-8649    
Drug Awareness  Jeanine Sieber PER   jaselks784@gmail.com    732-690-8858    

 Ginger Olszewski PER  golszewski@msn.com  732-668-2392  
Hoop Shoot   Brian Molnar PER  bmolnar20@aol.com  732-750-9252    

 Bill Seesselberg PER  billseess@gmail.com  908-217-1831   
  booper336@yahoo.com  908-917-3166   

Membership  Jennifer Hammill PER  jhammillelks@gmail.com  732-718-0167  
 Paula Kopcho PDD  pjkopcho@gmail.com  732-501-2280.  

 Danny Larsen PDD  dlarsen321.dl@gmail.com 908-752-0071 
Parades  Tina Bartko   732-983-2699    

 George Michaels PER   geomichaels@aol.com  609-802-2182  
Ritual  Jami Gill PER  jgill102178@gmail.com  908-419-3143  
Scholarship  Jerry Mercado PER    Jbm.elkslodge324@gmail.com  908-812-5905    
Soccer Shoot  Karen Finney     908-337-3866 
Special Children   Jessica Dudik ER PER misspris55@aol.com 732-718-3240 
Training   Chris Sauer PDD  yackhunt@aol.com  732-672-9829  

 Maureen Chapman PER mojochapman@aol.com 732-236-7296   
Youth Sports Tournament  Bill Negvesky PER  billynjad@gmail.com  



held their Flag Day 
Ceremony with the assistance of Boy Scout 

 
Carteret Lodge  

Americanism - Hank Hart PER 
We’re getting into the hot time of the year, and our lodges in the Central District, despite some very 

hot days, put on some fantastic Flag Day Celebrations. 
I’m remaining impartial about who was the “best”, only to say, great job to the eleven lodges in the 

district. 
 I have no other news to report for the month of June. 
Our country’s 250th birthday is shortly upon us. Please, be careful when you are around any type of 

 ordinances. 
God Bless America, and God Bless our military stationed around the world. 
Our next Americanism meeting will be sometime in August on a date to be determined. 

 
Fraternally 
Hank Hart PER 
Central District Americanism Chair 
 



Auditing – Megan Hayes PER

Lodge Audit Review - Just a reminder, per Grand Lodge Statute, each lodge’s audit committee, in 
the months of July, October, and January, shall -keeping of the lodge and 
compliance to the approved budget and report at the last meeting of the lodge during those months.

Here are the FRS due dates for July and August.
July 17, 2026 - June 2026 ACTUAL DATA Submission due
August 1, 2026 - Forms 990/990-EZ/990-T must be uploaded to elks.org
August 15, 2026 - March 2026 FINAL ACTUAL DATA Submission due
August 15, 2026 - July 2026 ACTUAL DATA Submission due

If any Lodges are having problems please let me know and I will try to help as needed.

Fraternally,
Megan Hayes PER
Central District Audit Chair



  

  

 

CLMS – Rita Massimi PDD 
Secretaries, it's that time again when you should reach out to your lapsed members.  There are 

letters on CLMS2PC or you can certainly create your own.  Please take a few moments to drop them a hard 
copy letter or email.  If you are still having problems getting in touch, reach out to their proposers.   

As always, if you need assistance, please don't hesitate to reach out to me. 

Fraternally, 

Rita Massimi, PDD 

District CLMS Coordinator 

 



State President Don Tonachio enters 
the Elks 2026 Grand Lodge 

Conventions – Karen PER

Our Wildwood Convention and Grand Lodge Convention in Chicago were both well attended and a 
huge success. I hope everyone who attended had a good time.

I am happy to announce the 50/50 winner for the Wildwood Convention is Joe Velez. He is the 
Esteemed Loyal Knight at Woodbridge Lodge #2116. Congratulations again Joe. The prize was over 
$10,000.

The Convention Committee will have a couple of months to relax before we start planning for Fall 
Conference.

Hope everyone has a safe summer.

Fraternally,
Karen Imperatrice, PER
Central District Convention Chair



Drug Awareness – Jeanine Sieber PER 
 

Here we are in the golden months of summer, with a lot of wonderful community events  happening. 
Many of our lodges are out there participating in celebrations, street fairs and events. National Night Out 
with local Police Departments is right around the corner, on Tuesday, August 4th. I am personally looking 
forward to working with SAPD and hoping to also participate this year with our neighboring community 
Sayreville Police Department.  

Lodge Chairpersons, please send me a picture or two of your participation in any events that you 
participate in. One, I would like to submit them to this newsletter and two, to send to our State Chairperson. 
They can possibly end up in the next NJ State Newsletter!  

Don’t forget to contact me and secure your place on the calendar, to use our District DAP PopUp 
and Table Cloth. If a lot of lodges request it for National Night Out, we will draw names. This would be for 
those who have not had a chance to use it before. I am very pleased to see an increase in lodges requesting 
use of the Pop Up/Table Cloth. Remember, if someone is already using them, you can request from the 
State Ones, from our Region 1 Chairperson, Jim Dugan, 732-610-2052. He also coordinates the Elroy 
Costume! 

The Walk Out on Drugs will be here before you know it (9/20/26)! Carteret is sponsoring the event. 
The location will be announced shortly. We are hoping that it will be at their waterfront park, which is 
currently under construction. Stay tuned! All lodges should be fundraising toward your contribution. If you 
need any ideas, please feel free to contact me. I have already shared several ideas with a committee. Shout 
out to the chairpersons, who are selling stars toward the cause! Remember, our State Advisors, Tom Zisa, 
PCJGF/PSP and Bob Ricker, PGLELK/PSP, have requested that each lodge contribute $1,000; along with 
Mary Ellen Lawrence, State Chairperson. Our district committee will be having a Yeti Cooler (worth $250) 

 will be drawn after the Walk Out at Carteret Lodge. Tickest should be available toward the 
end of July. Proceeds will be used toward our total district contribution. Please sell all the tickets given to 
you! 

I want to thank all the Central District DAP Chairpersons, for the dedication they have to our very 
important, lifesaving program. “We are saving lives one at a time.” So everyone continue to throw the 

  
Finally, a special shout out to our own DAP Lodge Chairperson from Colonia Lodge, Kelly Tatarka, 

for being awarded The NJ Statewide DAP Lodge Chairperson of the Year! Congratulations Kelly, it is well 
deserved! 
 
Jeanine A. Sieber, PER 
DAP District Chairperson  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 



 



 



Parades – Tina Bartko 
 
What an absolute blast Central District had marching down in Wildwood! A massive shoutout to 

everyone involved—
marching absolutely knocked it out of the park. You all looked fantastic!  

Now that we’ve conquered the boardwalk, it’s time to shift our focus to celebrating all that hard 
work at our upcoming award picnic. Join us on Sunday, August 23rd from 12:00 PM to 4:00 PM at the 
Woodbridge Elks for a fun-  

We’re keeping the momentum going from our State Parade meeting back on June 29th at the South 
Amboy Lodge, where we had some wonderful, lively discussions on how to make next year even bigger and 
better, while properly raising a glass to all of this year's incredible accomplishments.  

Don't forget that our next district meeting is just around the corner on July 23rd at South Amboy 
Lodge so be sure to mark your calendars!  

Finally, if your lodge participated in a 4th of July Parade, we want to see your smiling faces—please 
submit your photos so we can share the joy.  

Happy 250th, America! 
 
 
Fraternally, 
Tina Bartko 
Central District Parades Chair 
 
   
 

 
 

 



Public Relations – George Michaels PER 
 
Just a reminder: we could not use the term Super Bowl in any of our publicity materials, and could 

not put pictures of the Lombardi trophy, because of copyright infringement laws. Well, the same rules apply 
to soccer. 

We are in the midst of the World Cup, and the last eight games will be played right here in New 
Jersey. Do not run afoul of copyrights. Do not use the term “World Cup” in your releases, or the acronym 
FIFA, or pictures of the trophy. This will cause the same headaches as Super Bowl. 

However, when you plan your big match watch parties, remember to publicize, publicize, publicize! 
 

logos. Just like the NFL and FIFA, we are protective of our logos, and AI will produce strange versions of our 
logos, such as Elks grinning and showing teeth, or the wrong numbers on a clock. You can use AI, and let 
AI insert a generated logo, but then clip out the AI logo and insert a real one. 

As always, if you have any Public Relations concerns, have any need for assistance, or wish us to 
publicize events and activities, please contact me. 
 
Fraternally, 
George Michaels PER 
Central District Public Relations Chair 

 
 



Scholarship – Jerry Mercado PER 

Dear Brothers and Sisters of Elkdom, 
 
Family Scholarships & Emergency Educational Grants 

New Jersey Elks Family Scholarship – Reminder 
The application deadline for the New Jersey Elks Family Scholarship was June 15, 2026. 

Attention Lodge Secretaries 
Please ensure each scholarship application is complete and that all required sections have 
been  

Forward Completed Applications To: 
Heather Pagano 
1019 Cumberland Ave. 
Deptford, NJ 08096 
Forwarding Deadline: Before July 15, 2026 (please verify if correct) 

  August 2026. 
 
Emergency Educational Grants (EEG) 

The Emergency Educational Grant (EEG) Program provides renewable one-year grants of up to 
$5,000 to eligible children of deceased or totally disabled Elks members. These grants are designed 
to assist with undergraduate college expenses and are intended to supplement—not cover—the full 
cost of attendance. 

Important Dates 
Applications Available: May 1, 2026 
Application Deadline: December 31, 2026 
 Contact Information 
scholarship@elks.org 
773-755-4732 

Please Note: Incomplete or late applications cannot be considered. 
 
Wishing everyone a safe, healthy, and enjoyable summer season! 
 
Fraternally, 
Jerry B. Mercado, PER 
Central District Scholarship Chair 
New Brunswick Elks Lodge #324 



Special Children Committee - Jessica Dudik PER
The Central District will be hosting a BBQ at Camp Moore on Sunday, August 16th. Please contact 

your SCC lodge chair if you are interested in attending so we can determine the number of people coming. 
We will be arriving at the Camp around 4:30 PM in order to serve dinner to the campers and by 6 PM.

The 2026 Miracle Run will take place on Sunday, July 26th at New Egypt Lodge starting at noon. I still 
donation cost is 

$20.00 per ticket. If interested in purchasing a ticket, please contact me at (732) 718-3240.
Calendars have been distributed to the SCC lodge chairs for the State Calendar fundraiser for the 

period July through December 2026. The cost is $20.00 per calendar. If interested in purchasing a calendar, 
please contact your SCC lodge chair.

The Central District Donated $5,100.00 for Camp Moore at the Wildwood Convention, $6,250.00 to 
MOM, and $850.00 to the Miracle Run. For a grand total of $12,200.00, Thank you to all lodges for donating.

The Area 4 Ambassadors will be Lonnie Mattox from Union Lodge #1583 and the Alternate
. We wish Lonnie and Jack a

As always please remember to check the district calendar for upcoming lodge and District SCC
events and fundraisers.

Tuesday, 
September 22nd at East Brunswick lodge starting at 7:30 PM.

And as always, thanks to everyone for their continued support.
After all, it’s all for the kids.

Fraternally,
Jessica Dudik PER
Central District SCC Chair



Training - Christine Sauer PDD

I was doing some reading and I came across the history and accomplishments of the Elks Disaster 
Relief Program and I thought I would share it with you. The Elks Disaster Relief Program provides 

of catastrophic disasters. 
Back in 1871,

Since then, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks has made it their mission to help those in 
need due to natural or man-made major catastrophes. The
Johnstown Pennsylvania or the 1906 earthquake in San Francisco, the BPOE has held out its helping 
hand during the hour of need.

In more recent history the BPOE raised over $1 million to help after the terrorist attacks of 
September 11th and raised tens of thousands of dollars to assist people

Ohio. These are just a few examples of the 
success of this program.

The Elks Disaster Relief Program is managed at the national headquarters in Chicago. With 
coordination with local lodges, assistance can be given when there is a need. If you are a community 
member, reach out to your local lodge. For a veteran, access to help is handled by the Department of 

your local VA representative.
The Elks Disaster Relief Program is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization and can be contributed to 

online at the Elks Online Giving Center. Just another example of the good works of the BPOE and its 
members.

Happy 250th birthday America! Wishing you all a safe July, and those who are attending the 
National Convention a safe journey.

Fraternally,
Christine Sauer PDD
Central District Training Chair



Youth Activities – Maureen Chapman PER
The Central District Batters Up was held on Saturday, June 20th at the Piscataway Little League 

Complex. We had 69 kids participate and they represented 5 out of our 11 lodges. We had over 30 
volunteers from 8 out of 11 lodges and even a member from Flemington helped us. 

All the children are invited to the State Batters Up scheduled for August 1st at Howell South Little 
League, 2740 Lakewood/Allenwood Rd, Howell, NJ. Setup is at 7:30am and registration starts at 8:30am. 
Please come out and help us run this event for our children. 

Below is a list of the top 3 in each age group.

The Somerset Patriots Game is scheduled for September 12th,  so save the date and join us for a fun 
night with your fellow Elks.

Another date to save is the Tee It Up Contest for children up to 18 years of age. It will be held on 
October 17th at the Cedar Creek Golf Course in Bayville.

We will be having our next District Youth Activities meeting on July 13th at South Amboy Lodge. 
Hospitality at 7pm & meeting to follow at 7:30pm.

Fraternally,
Maureen Chapman, PER
Central District Youth Activities Chair





233 Roosevelt Ave.
732-541-2880

st & 3rd Tuesdays 7:30 pm
ER Lars Astrom, Secy. Patricia Golino

855 Middlesex Tpke.  
732-382-2282  

ER Jessica Dudik, Secy. Eileen Parks  

0  
21-B Oakmont Ave. 
732-821-9527  

pm 
ER Gary Kelliher, Secy. Joan Scaduto 

375 Old Post Rd. 
732-985-2487  

pm   
ER Marty Langan, Secy. Aimee Malave 
  

87 Middlesex Ave. Rt. 27.  
732-494-3557 

ER Maura McCunney Secy. Sharon Grice 

40 Livingston Ave. 
732-249-3420  

pm  
ER Bill Negvesky, Secy. Elizabeth Bonura 

450 River Road
732-356-9827

st & 3rd Thursdays 8 pm
ER Peter Namen, Secy Rita Massimi PDD

732-727-7170
st & 3rd

ER Dawn Roberts, Secy. Mary Patricia Kall

1254 New Market Ave.
908-668-9750

st & 3rd Thursdays 7:30 pm
ER Tom Perry, Secy. Sandi Smith

1 Elks Trail
908-668-9727

st & 3rd Thursdays 7:30 pm
ER Susan Dougherty, Secy. Danny Larsen PDD

665 Rahway Ave.
732-634-2116

nd & 4th

ER Bruce Horvath, Secy. Paula Kopcho PDD

45
Sponsoring Lodge
South Amboy #784

-727-7170
Advisor Dawn Roberts  732-642-5949

District Lodge Information


