Essay Competition Artificial Intelligence Use Policy	February 2026
The Samantha C. Smith Foundation Scholarship Essay Competition (the “Competition”) places paramount importance on the authentic voice, personal experiences, critical thinking, and original composition of each Applicant.  For an Essay to be eligible for consideration, it must be the product of the Applicant’s own independent ideas, reasoning, and expression in direct response to the prompt(s) established by the Samantha C. Smith Foundation (the “Foundation”).  The Foundation recognizes the potential utility of artificial intelligence (“AI”) tools in supporting an Applicant’s creative and compositional process.  Accordingly, the Foundation hereby adopts and shall strictly enforce the following Artificial Intelligence Use Policy (the “Policy”) for the Competition.

Each Applicant is solely responsible for familiarizing themselves with this Policy.  Submission of an Essay constitutes the Applicant’s affirmation that they have read, understood, and agree to comply with the Policy in full.  Any failure to adhere to the Policy shall result in disqualification from the Competition.

I. Permissible Uses of Artificial Intelligence

a. An Applicant may employ generative AI tools solely for the following limited and enumerated purposes:

i. Brainstorming: Generating topic ideas, prompting reflective questions, suggesting angles for personal reflection, or developing basic outlines, provided such outputs are derived exclusively from the Applicant’s own input and experiences. 

ii. Grammar, spelling, clarity, and style checks: Utilizing AI-powered tools to identify and propose corrections for spelling, grammar, punctuation, sentence clarity, or basic stylistic enhancements, provided the tool does not generate or insert any new substantive content. 

iii. Limited use of traditional, non-generative tools (including native features such as Microsoft Word spell-check) remains fully permitted.

II. Prohibited Uses of Artificial Intelligence

a. Generating, drafting, writing, or rewriting any portion of the Essay, including but not limited to sentences, paragraphs, introductions, conclusions, or complete drafts.

b. Producing substantive content, arguments, anecdotes, examples, or phrasing that is incorporated, in whole or in part, into the submitted Essay.

c. Paraphrasing, expanding, restructuring, or materially editing the Applicant’s own writing beyond basic grammar or spelling corrections.

d. Creating outlines that exceed high-level suggestions derived solely from details provided by the Applicant.

III. Detection, Verification, and Enforcement

a. The Foundation reserves the unrestricted right to employ AI detection software, plagiarism detection tools, stylistic and textual analysis, manual review by judges or designees, and/or any other methods deemed appropriate to evaluate the originality and authorship of submitted Essays.  In conducting such assessments, the Foundation shall consider multiple factors and methodologies, acknowledging that AI detection tools may be subject to limitations, including the potential for false positives, and shall endeavor to avoid disproportionate or unfair impact on Applicants from diverse linguistic, cultural, or educational backgrounds.

b. Should the Foundation suspect that a submitted Essay is not the original, unaided work of the Applicant, the Foundation shall, within two (2) business days following its initial determination (the “Notification Date”), notify the Applicant in writing and request supplemental evidence of authorship (the “Supplemental Evidence”).  The burden of proof shall rest upon the Applicant to substantiate authentic authorship.  Supplemental Evidence may include, without limitation, dated iterative drafts, personal notes or reflections, handwritten or timestamped responses to the prompt, or other materials reasonably demonstrating independent development of the Essay.

c. The Applicant shall submit all requested Supplemental Evidence no later than two (2) business days following the Notification Date (the “Supplemental Information Date”).  Failure to submit the Supplemental Evidence by the Supplemental Information Date shall result in automatic disqualification from the Competition.

d. Upon receipt and review of any Supplemental Evidence submitted, the Foundation shall make a final determination in its sole and absolute discretion.  All such determinations are final, binding, and not subject to further appeal, communication, or reconsideration, although the Foundation is committed to fair, equal, and evidence based evaluations.  The Foundation reserves all rights in connection therewith.

e. Any Essay determined by the Foundation, in its sole discretion, to violate this Policy shall be disqualified.  Disqualification may occur at any stage of the Competition process, including, but not limited to, preliminary screening, judging, announcement of awards, or thereafter.

f. Disqualified Applicants shall be ineligible to receive any scholarship funds, awards, or recognition.  In the event any funds have been disbursed prior to disqualification, the Applicant shall immediately repay all such amounts to the Foundation in full.

g. Applicants must certify compliance with this Policy upon submission of their Essay.  Any false certification shall constitute independent grounds for disqualification and may result in exclusion from future competitions sponsored by the Foundation.

IV. Submission Certification Clause

By submitting an Essay, the Applicant certifies under penalty of disqualification that:

1. The Essay is the Applicant’s own original work, composed entirely by the Applicant in the Applicant’s own voice and reflecting the Applicant’s personal ideas and experiences.

2. The Applicant has used AI tools, if at all, solely for the permissible purposes set forth in Section I above and has not used such tools to generate, draft, rewrite, or substantially assist in the creation of substantive content.

3. The Applicant understands and consents to the Foundation’s use of detection tools, verification methods, and other enforcement procedures described herein, and acknowledges that any violation of this Policy shall result in disqualification.
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