
 

CITY OF LA GRULLA, TEXAS 
 

MAYOR'S EMERGENCY ORDER NO. 2026-01 
 

ACTIVATION OF STAGE 5 - EMERGENCY WATER CONSERVATION MEASURES 
 

WHEREAS, the City of La Grulla is performing necessary maintenance on its raw-water pumping 
facilities, temporarily reducing the City's ability to produce and replenish treated-water storage at the 
rate required by current demand; 
WHEREAS, elevated-storage levels have not recovered adequately because of high system demand, 
resulting in low distribution-system pressure, and the City issued a boil-water notice dated August 20, 
2026, for customers north of U.S. Highway 83; 
WHEREAS, the City's adopted Drought Contingency Plan defines low pressure and pump failure as 
system emergencies and authorizes Stage 5 when the City cannot maintain adequate pressure, water 
quality, fire protection, or essential domestic service; 
WHEREAS, Section V of the Plan authorizes the Mayor or an authorized designee to initiate a response 
stage when a trigger is reached, to proceed directly to a higher stage, and to impose measures reasonably 
necessary to protect public health, safety, fire protection, and system integrity; 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Macario Villarreal III, Mayor of the City of La Grulla, Texas, issue this 
Emergency Order under the City's adopted Drought Contingency Plan: 
 

SECTION 1. STAGE 5 ACTIVATION 
 
Stage 5 - Emergency is activated citywide, effective immediately upon issuance of this Order. The 
objective is the maximum feasible reduction in non-essential water use so that treatment, pressure, 
elevated storage, sanitation, and fire-protection capability can recover and be maintained. 
 

SECTION 2. TEMPORARY MANDATORY RESTRICTIONS 
 

1. Use City water only for essential drinking, cooking, personal hygiene, sanitation, medical needs, 
animal care, and fire protection. Customers subject to the boil-water notice must continue 
following all boiling instructions for water intended for consumption. 
 

2. All landscape irrigation and lawn watering with City water are prohibited, including automatic 
systems and hose-end sprinklers. Limited hand watering needed to protect foundations or 
established trees requires specific City authorization. 
 

3. Washing vehicles, sidewalks, driveways, parking areas, buildings, equipment, or other hard 
surfaces is prohibited, except when immediately necessary for health, sanitation, safety, or fire 
protection. 
 

4. Filling or replenishing swimming pools, decorative ponds, and non-recirculating fountains is 
prohibited, except when specifically authorized to protect public health or structural integrity. 
 



 

5. Use of fire hydrants is restricted to firefighting, public health and safety, and essential City water-
system operations. Construction use is suspended unless specifically authorized in writing by the 
City. 
 

6. Customers must promptly stop irrigation runoff, repair controllable leaks, and discontinue every 
other non-essential or wasteful use of City water. 
 

SECTION 3. CITY OPERATIONS AND ENFORCEMENT 
 
City departments shall suspend non-essential municipal water use. The City's water operations 
personnel shall monitor raw-water pumping, treatment production, pressure, tank levels, demand, and 
water quality; coordinate required notifications; and prioritize essential service. Violations may be 
addressed through the non-monetary enforcement measures authorized by the adopted Plan and 
ordinance, including warnings, corrective notices, flow restriction, suspension of service, and 
revocation of a variance, subject to applicable procedures and immediate-emergency authority. 
 

SECTION 4. DURATION AND TERMINATION 
 
This Order remains effective until modified or rescinded in writing. Consistent with the Plan, Stage 5 
may be reduced or terminated after the triggering conditions have ceased for at least three consecutive 
days and the City verifies that reliable pressure, storage, water quality, and essential service can be 
maintained. The boil-water notice remains a separate public-health requirement and may be rescinded 
only after applicable regulatory conditions are satisfied. 
ORDERED this 21st day of August, 2026. 

__________________________________ 
Macario Villarreal III, Mayor 
City of La Grulla, Texas 



 

CITY OF LA GRULLA 
 

EMERGENCY WATER CONSERVATION NOTICE 
 

STAGE 5 - EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY 

All City water customers must immediately discontinue non-essential water use. 

Necessary raw-water pump maintenance, high demand, and the inability to adequately recover 
elevated-storage levels have caused low system pressure. A boil-water notice was issued on August 20, 
2026, for customers north of U.S. Highway 83. To help restore pressure and storage and protect 
essential service, the City has activated Stage 5 - Emergency under its adopted Drought Contingency 
Plan. 
 

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE: 
 
• NO lawn watering or landscape irrigation. 
• NO vehicle washing or washing of pavement, buildings, or equipment, except for immediate 

health or safety needs. 
• NO filling or replenishing swimming pools, decorative ponds, or fountains. 
• NO construction use of fire hydrants unless specifically authorized by the City. 
• STOP leaks, runoff, and all unnecessary or wasteful water use immediately. 
• Use water only for essential drinking, cooking, personal hygiene, sanitation, medical needs, 

animal care, and fire protection. 

BOIL WATER NOTICE REMAINS IN EFFECT NORTH OF U.S. HIGHWAY 83 

Customers in the affected area must continue boiling water as instructed in the August 20 notice. 
Emergency conservation restrictions do not replace or rescind the boil-water notice. 

Questions: Roberto Salinas, (956) 487-3341 
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