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“Speaking about this is tough because most narratives concerning what happened
to my grandfather are missing.™

“There are many silences in my family.™”

! Interview with Solomon Hatley (March 25, 2024)
2 Christina Sharpe, In the Wake: On Blackness and Being (2016)
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Justice in the Past-Present



MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

Sanitation workers’ strike, March 1968



Robert R. Church, Jr., W.C. Handy,
and Lt. George Lee on Beale Street
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PHILLIP HATLEY

TWELFTH CENS

SCHEDULE No.

1900 Census Hardeman County, 1923
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JANUARY 22, 1939

Went _to Negro’s Home
The patrolmen had comp]eted

techmcally were off dnlv ’I‘hev had
gone to Hadley's home, however, on
a voluntary continuance of a bur-
glary investigation. they said.

compelled him to accompany them
outside to their squad car where
witnesses say they beat Hadley.
Then they took him back into the
house and beat him some more, po-
lice say.

Hadley broke away from them in
the kitchen and fled through a rear
*door. He was first shot while he
was still on the porch Wounded,
he started to flee across the yard
and he was shot again,

Hadley fell dead over a wire
fence on a neighbor's property.

Patrolman Broens is said oy his
fel]ov. officers to have done the ac-
tual shootmg
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The Commercial Appeal, January 23, 1939

10



FIRED AND CHARGED: BROENS AND MCELROY

Stripped Of Thei aps And Guns

State of Tennessee

SHELBY COUNTY

; * CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY.

JANUARY ... Term, A. D, 1939

THE GRAND JURORS of the State of Tentlessee, duly elected, empaneled, sworn and charged to
inquire in and for the body of the County of Shelby,.in the State aforesaid, upon their oath, present that

late of the Cotinty aforesaid, heretofore, fo-wit on jhe_22nA_day of JANUARY __°  AID.1939

before the finding of this indictment, in the County aforesaid, did unlawfully_, wilfnlly,

Shelby County Grand Jury’s indictment for
= the first-degree murder of Phillip Hatley

|

UNBRDLED HFLATIN | AUDTONUI HANACERS
DFHED BYNAZ PRES: | CATHER TH NORNIG |

Associ

The Commercial Appeal, January 23, 1939 11



Former Officer ;l?ﬂs—Story

Of Death Fight With Negro

In His Murder Trial Defense|

By THOMAS FULLER
A story of a lerrific struggle between a policeman and his negro
prisoner, which ended in death for the latter and subsequent criminal
prosecution of the former officer, was unfolded yesterday by Elmer B.

| Broens, on trial for his hife.

Mr. Broens, wiry, red-haired and 26, took the stand in Criminal
| Court to give his version of the killing of Philip Hadley, negro, of 308

i The state and defense rested yes-
| terday afternoon and the jury is ex-
pected to begin consideration about
noon today following final argu-
ments by attorneys and the court's
charge to the jury,

The trial, which started Monday
before Criminal Court Judge Wal-
lace, has been highlighted by the
acquittal Thursday of a codefend-
ant, Roy G. McElroy, also 26 and
a former officer, who was indicted
with Mr. Broens.

Mr. Broens’ story covered inci-

dents from the time he and his part- "

ner, Mr. McElroy, took over squad
car 18 until they were hauled into
Police Headquarters, stripped of
their badges and guns, questioned
and placed in jail.

Naturally a low talker, Mr.
Broens’ voice rang out as he de-

Harrell, for which he is charged with first degree murder.

scribed the life and death struggle.
And the jury listened, the judge
leaned over even farther and the
packed courtroom was quiet, save
for the voice of the defendant.
“My partner and I were cruising
when we stopped a negro to ques-
tion ‘him,” he testified. “McElroy
did the talking, Then he told me
‘we're going to get the negro who
has been pulling these holdups
Jaround here.' That's why we went
1to Hadley's house.”
“McElroy went into the negro's
house and brought Hadley out. He
jdid not beat him in bringing him
(to the car.”
‘ Mr. Broens then said Mr, McEIl-
roy went across the street to the

{Continued “on Page Three)

- INSLAYING OF NEGRO

- Jury Deliberates Hour And 15

; Minutes In Exonerating
Former Patrolman

Elmer B. Broens, 26-year-old for-
mer Memphis policeman, chargcd'

with murdering a negro prisoner,
was exonerated yesterday by a
Criminal Court jury which took
only an hour and 15 minutes to
acquit him.

Mr. Broens was indicted with
Roy G. McElroy after fellow police
imestigators saicd the pair went to
the home of Philip Hadley of 308
_Harrell on Jan 22, beat the negro
and then shot him. Mr. McElrey
was acquitted Thursday on a di-

rected verdiet by Judge Phlll

Wallace.

The Commercial Appeal, February 25, 1939
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COMMUNITY RESPONSE

FUND WILL AID NEGROES

$1000 Sought To Help Family Of
Sluin Philip Hadley

A movement to raise $1000 for the

family of Philip Hadley, negro, who

was killed by police last Sunday,

was started yesterday by Matthew

Thornton, “Mayor of Beale Street,”
and Lewis 0. Swingler, editor of
the Memphis World, negro news-
paper.

A total of $13 was contributed by
members of the Centenary Meth-
odist Church at a meeting Friday
night. Contributions of food, coal
and clothes also have been made to
the family, Swingler said.

The Commercial Appeal, January 29, 1939 James Hatley’s letter to President Roosevelt,
September 1939



“In the wake, the past that is not past
reappears, always, to rupture the present.

27

! Christina Sharpe, In the Wake: On Blackness and Being (2016)

National Memorial for Peace and Justice
Montgomery, Alabama
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Thank you to the Hatley family
Thank you to Professor Margaret Burnham and Professor Olivia Strange
Thank you to Anne Probert, Charlotte Weiss, and my clinic classmates
Thank you to researchers and organizations including Noah Lapidus, Lydia Beal, Jay Driskell,

Lynching Sites Project Memphis, Shelby County Clerk’s Office, & Historic Archives of
Rosemark & Environs
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