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“Speaking about this is tough because most narratives concerning what happened 
to my grandfather are missing."1 

“There are many silences in my family.”2
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1 Interview with Solomon Hatley (March 25, 2024)
2 Christina Sharpe, In the Wake: On Blackness and Being (2016)



OUTLINE

I. Jim Crow Memphis: Black Struggle under the Crump Political Machine 

II. Phillip Hatley: A Family’s Loss 

III. Legal Responses: Prosecution of Broens and McElroy 

IV. Community Responses: “In the name of God look into this matter”

V. Justice in the Past-Present
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Sanitation workers’ strike, March 1968

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE



Lincoln League meeting, 1916

5
Robert R. Church, Jr., W.C. Handy, 
and Lt. George Lee on Beale Street
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Edward “Boss” Crump Chicago Tribune, April 2, 1939



1900 Census 
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Hardeman County, 1923

PHILLIP HATLEY
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WWI Registration Card, June 5, 1917 1920 Census 
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Memphis City Directory, 1938 308 Harrell Street, Memphis Chamber of 
Commerce City Map, 1939
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The Commercial Appeal, January 23, 1939

JANUARY 22, 1939



11The Commercial Appeal, January 23, 1939

Shelby County Grand Jury’s indictment for 
the first-degree murder of Phillip Hatley 

FIRED AND CHARGED: BROENS AND MCELROY 
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The Commercial Appeal, February 25, 1939
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The Commercial Appeal, January 29, 1939 James Hatley’s letter to President Roosevelt, 
September 1939

COMMUNITY RESPONSE
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“In the wake, the past that is not past 
reappears, always, to rupture the present.”1

National Memorial for Peace and Justice 
Montgomery, Alabama

1 Christina Sharpe, In the Wake: On Blackness and Being (2016)



Thank you to the Hatley family
 

Thank you to Professor Margaret Burnham and Professor Olivia Strange 

Thank you to Anne Probert, Charlotte Weiss, and my clinic classmates

Thank you to researchers and organizations including Noah Lapidus, Lydia Beal, Jay Driskell, 
Lynching Sites Project Memphis, Shelby County Clerk’s Office, & Historic Archives of 

Rosemark & Environs
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