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GREETINGS FROM THE CONSUL GENERAL
OF PANAMA AMB. JUAN B. SOSA

WORLD YOUTH DAY ANNOUNCED BY
PRESIDENT JUAN CARLOS VARELA

The Consulate of Panama in Houston is
introducing a newsletter which will serve to keep
Panamanians in the State of Texas and the
business community informed of developments
in Panama. Texas and the Houston Region is the
number #1 trade and investment partner of
Panama thanks to the relationship with the Port
of Houston and the intercontinental airport. The
opening of Segumar Houston in November 2017
and the electronic services for visa and ID
renewals makes the Consulate of Panama in
Houston one of the most complete in the
extensive network of consulates of Panama
across the world. We welcome you to read the
newsletter and encourage you to contact the
Consulate.
Juan B. Sosa, Consul General.

President Juan Carlos Varela announced that
“World Youth Day” will take place in Panama City
on January 22-27, 2019. The celebration,
organized by the Catholic Church, is designed to
bring the youth of the world closer to Christian
principles. Originating in 1986, to date it has been
celebrated in sixteen cities drawing hundreds of
thousands of visitors to the host city. The
celebration will be spread over several sites
including Panama’s Old Quarter (Casco Antiguo),
Old Panama City (Panama Viejo), Miraflores Locks
at Panama Canal, and the National Parks of Parque
Nacional Metropolitano and Parque Nacional
Soberanía. Pope Francis and several Bishops have
confirmed attendance to this historic event. Please
see the special insert inside the newsletter.

AIR CHINA INAUGURATES SERVICE BEIJING-HOUSTON-PANAMA CITY

Air China inaugurated its new route from Beijing
to Panama via Houston starting on April 5, 2018.
The new route is created nine months after
Panama and the People’s Republic of China
established diplomatic relations set to stimulate
investment, commerce, tourism, and cooperation
between the two countries. Executives from Air
China, Panama’s Ambassador to China Francisco
Escobar Pedreschi, Consul General in Houston
Juan B. Sosa, city government, and Houston
Airports officials were in attendance at the
inaugural event. Air China is flying to Panama
twice a week on Thursdays and Sundays.
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THE EXPANDED PANAMA CANAL WELCOMES ITS 3,000 NEO-PANAMAX VESSEL

On March 2, 2018, the MSC Caterina became the 3,000 vessel to transit the
expanded Panama Canal in 20 months of operation. Exceeding expectations
and reaffirming the waterway’s importance to world commerce, the vessel
made its way from the Pacific to the Atlantic ocean headed Northbound.

OSVALDO AYALA IN HOUSTON
In celebration of Panama’s independence,
the Consulate of Panama in Houston hosted
Panama’s Cultural Ambassador Osvaldo
Ayala for a night of Panamanian folk music
and festivities. The event was held on
Friday, November 17, 2017 at the Crowne
Plaza Houston River Oaks Hotel as part of
“Panama Week Texas 2017”.

PANAMA CONSUL PROMOTES “THE GREAT CONNECTION” TEXAS-PANAMA-ASIA

The Consul General of Panama, Amb. Juan B. Sosa, was the keynote speaker at the January monthly
luncheon of the American Petroleum Institute (API) at which he gave a presentation highlighting the
maritime route of Texas-Panama-Asia, enhanced by the expansion of the Panama Canal that has helped
increase the volume of containers from Asia to Houston and the export of petrochemicals to Asia.
Consul Sosa also commented on exports of LNG from the Texas Coast to Asia through the Panama Canal
which has helped cement the United States’ role as an exporting country of hydrocarbons. The expansion
has also benefited the transit of large auto-liners from Asia to Port Freeport, Texas.

BASEBALL IS BACK!
The 2018 baseball season started with Houston celebrating its 2017 World Series championship.
Houston in the past has been home to Panamanian players Orlando Miller and Carlos Lee. The
grandfather of the 2017 World Series MVP George Springer was born in Panama.
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TOCUMEN INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT EXPANSION

Panama’s Tocumen International Airport aptly named “The Hub of the Americas” is undergoing a massive
expansion which will add a third 800,000 square feet terminal, 20 new boarding gates, and an automated
baggage system capable of sorting 7,200 bags per hour. The expansion will also include immigration,
customs, parking lots, access roads, bridges, commercial, and retail space areas. As of March, the project
is 86% completed and should be operational by the third quarter of 2018. Tocumen connects to 34
countries, 84 destinations, and is home to COPA Airlines, the national airline. United Airlines has fourteen
weekly flights from Houston to Panama, and Air China recently inaugurated a route with two weekly flights.

PANAMA WEEK TEXAS 2017

The Consulate of Panama in Houston celebrated “Panama Week Texas 2017” on November 16-17, 2017.
The two day program included the inauguration of the Segumar Houston office by Fernando Solorzano,
Director of Merchant Marine, to provide technical support to the Panama Ship Registry, especially offshore
activities. It also included maritime and business forums and a diplomatic-business luncheon in which
Ambassador Juan B. Sosa, Consul General of Panama, talked about the Texas – Panama – Asia
relationship. The consulate has been working on a “Panama-Texas Strategic Partnership” since the visit of
former Mayor Annise D. Parker to Panama in November 2014. The program closed with a presentation by
Osvaldo Ayala and his “Ritmos Santeños” group to two hundred Panamanians and special guests.
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86% ADVANCEMENT ON THIRD BRIDGE OVER THE PANAMA
CANAL & FOURTH BRIDGE IN FINAL STAGES OF BIDDING
As of March 2018, the third bridge over the Canal is
86% completed. The bridge will connect the
communities of “Costa Abajo” with Colon City. With a
cost of $379 million, the project, which started in
January 2013, should be completed by the first quarter
of 2019. Also known as the Atlantic bridge, being the
first bridge in the Panama Canal Atlantic Ocean sector,
it will have four lanes and currently has 1,000 workers
assigned to the construction project. Its maintenance
will be handled by the Panama Canal Authority. In
2018, Panama will start building a fourth bridge over
the Panama Canal. Construction will take about 42
months with an approximate cost of over $1 billion.
This infrastructure project is considered the second
largest in recent years after the Panama Canal
expansion and will benefit more than one million
residents of the West Panama Province. The bridge will
extend four miles from Albrook Mall to the Panama
Canal’s Pacific Ocean western entrance. Construction
will not affect the operation of the Panama Canal.

HOUSTON IBERO AMERICA CONSULS MEETING

On March 8, the Consuls representing the Ibero American countries met to exchange opinions on diverse topics
impacting countries in their relationship with Texas. The meeting was initiated by Consul General Juan B. Sosa
from Panama and Oscar Rodriguez Cabrera from Mexico. The meeting took place at Houston’s “Caracol”
restaurant. One of the topics discussed was the need of elevating the Latin countries’ profile now that Houston
is returning to normality after Hurricane Harvey dominated the agenda of Houston for several months.

OTC COMING TO HOUSTON

The OTC (Offshore Technology Conference) will be held in Houston, Texas on April 30-May 3. The ArgentinaTexas Chamber with the support of the US-Panama, Colombia-Texas, Canada-Texas, US-Mexico and Italy
American chambers will host an "International Oil and Gas Business Cocktail" on Sunday, April 29th, 2018 at the
Double Tree Hotel (6 Greenway Plaza, Houston). It is a great and unique opportunity to expose companies to a
broad multinational audience and develop business relationships in advance to the Offshore Technology
Conference Expo. For further information, registration and sponsorships, visit www.argentinatexaschamber.org

