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MESSAGE FROM PANAMA’S VICE-PRESIDENT & MINISTER OF FOREIGN RELATIONS
Special greetings to Panamanians and friends of Panama in the United
States and especially in Texas, Panama’s #1 trade and investment partner
in the United States. This has been an exciting year for Panama as we
strengthen our relationship with countries all over the world. Recent visits
to countries in Asia, Middle East, Europe, North and Latin America, reaffirm
Panama’s vocation as a country of dialogue and understanding with all
nations of the world. Reinforced by our logistic platform, Panama is home
to several regional headquarters of international organizations and has
hosted some of the most relevant regional and global events over the past
years, including the historic Summit of the Americas that brought United
States and Cuba’s Presidents together for the first time, as well as
important meetings on transparency and fight against corruption. And now
Panama is preparing to host the biggest and most ambitious event the
country has ever embraced: World Youth Day expecting over 300,000
pilgrims from all over the world on January 2019, and will be privileged to
welcome the visit of Pope Francis. Panama is ready to receive the pilgrims
with open arms and set the scenario for an honest dialogue that promotes
peace, and is ready to showcase to the world what Panama has to offer. We
encourage you to learn more about our country through our Embassies and
Consulates and how to participate in World Youth Day.

Isabel de Saint Malo de Alvarado
Vice President of Panama & Minister of Foreign Relations

MESSAGE FROM THE CONSUL GENERAL

We at the consulate want to thank you for the
warm response to our first newsletter of April
2018. This is a special time for Panama as the
country appears for the first time ever in the
World Cup to be held in Russia in June-July. The
consulate is organizing reunions so the
Panamanian community can enjoy rooting for
the home team together. We are also advancing
in the promotion of the World Youth Day,
meeting organized Panamanian groups across
the state, and embarking in different activities to
support the strong Panamanian community of
Texas at the same time that we advance the
business interests of Panama in Texas.

WORLD YOUTH DAY – PANAMA

Panama continues the preparation of the World Youth
Day to take place in Panama City on January 22-27.
The Ambassadors and Consuls of North America met
in Boston in April to develop a promotional program
designed to incorporate the youth of USA and Canada
into the program. On May 29 Amb. Juan B. Sosa,
Consul General of Panama in Houston met with His
Eminence
Daniel
Nicholas
DiNardo,
Cardinal,
Archbishop of Galveston-Houston and president of the
conference of Bishops of the United States to
coordinate promotional efforts in Texas and the USA.

TRADE & INVESTMENT
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COLON FREE ZONE RETAKES GROWTH

Colon Free Trade Zone, the largest free
trade zone in the world after Hong Kong,
had a positive increase of 14% in the
first quarter of 2018 with re-exports of
$2.9 billion. The last two years the Colon
Free Zone has shown sustained growth
as the logistics and trade center
diversifies
its
merchandise
and
intensifies promotional efforts abroad.

PANAMA INTRODUCES EXPORT INITIATIVE

The Government of Panama has introduced an
export program designed to stimulate exports.
Companies that register and adopt best
practices will be branded with the “Panama
Exports” seal and will get assistance from the
government to meet the highest quality
standards as required by international markets,
improving the competitiveness of the country.

LINE 2 OF METRO RECEIVES WAGONS

Alstom of Spain shipped the first five of twentyone wagons for the line 2 of Panama Metro, being
built in Panama City that will be inaugurated in
early 2019. Line 2 will have an extension of
thirteen miles and sixteen stations and is being
built at a cost of $1.9 billion. The project his 70%
completed. At the same time, Panama is
progressing in the implementation of line 3.

PANAMA LEADS ECONOMIC
GROWTH IN LATIN AMERICA

New estimates from the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) indicate that Panamá
and Perú will lead economic growth of Latin
American countries over the next five
years. This reflects the confidence that
international and domestic investors have
shown in Panama which has led economic
growth in the region for several years now.

HOUSTON REGION EXCELLS
IN TRADE WITH THE WORLD
The Annual Global Houston publication of the
Greater Houston Partnership indicated that
the Houston region is #1 in USA in exports
related to its Gross Domestic Product with
17.3% followed distantly by Dallas with
11.9% and Boston with 10.2%. Panama, with
$1.368 Billion in trade is the #10 trade
partner of Houston with Latin America after
Mexico, Brazil, Colombia, Venezuela, Chile,
Perú, Argentina, Ecuador and Guatemala.

CONVENTION CENTER IS 70% COMPLETED

The Panama Tourism Authority announced that the new
Convention Center being built in fort Amador at the
Pacific entrance of the Panama Canal is 70% completed
and expects construction to finish by the end of the year.
The new convention center will have close to 600,000
square feet that includes space for fairs and exhibitions,
meeting rooms, parking for 1,750 cars and 30 buses.
The promotion of the center will be in the hands of the
USA company SMG. The Convention Center will be a
welcome boost to the tourism activity of the country.

PANAMA AND HOUSTON
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THE PANAMA CANAL MAKING AN IMPACT IN LIQUEFIED NATURAL GAS (LNG)

The Panama Canal Authority forecasts a fivefold increase in LNG shipments over last year as new terminals are
being built especially along the Texas Gulf Coast and the demand, mainly from Asia, continues to increase. LNG
from Dominion Energy in Cove Point, Maryland, USA has followed Cheniere’s Sabine Pass terminal in what is
believed it will be a LNG export boom. More terminals are being built in Port Freeport, Corpus Christi, Beaumont
and Texas City, all in the Texas’ Gulf Coast. In April of 2018 for the first time ever three LNG ships transited the
canal in the same day. Most of the shipments will be to Asia through the Panama Canal. It is anticipated that the
increase in hydrocarbons in Texas will also fuel a petrochemical boom that will also benefit the Panama Canal.

NEW RECORD FOR CRUISES
THROUGH THE PANAMA CANAL

The 168,028-ton Norwegian Cruise became the
largest ever passenger vessel to transit the Panama
Canal. The Canal estimates that close to 250 cruise
ships with more than 300,000 passengers will pass
through this season, twenty of whom could not have
passed through, unless the Canal was expanded.

McDERMOTT - PROFILE

McDermott is a premier, fully integrated provider of
technology, engineering and construction solutions to
the energy industry. It operates in 54 countries with
approximately 40,000 employees and engineers, has a
diversified fleet of specialty marine construction vessels,
and fabrication facilities around the world. McDermott
has its operational headquarters in Houston, Texas and
works very closely with the Consulate of Panama in
Houston. Last July the Panama Ship Registry recognized
McDermott with a “Loyalty” award.

PANAMA CANAL
RECOGNIZED BY LLOYD’S LIST

The prestigious organization Lloyd’s List presented
their America’s Environmental Award at a dinner in
Four Seasons Hotel in Houston, Texas. The Panama
Canal was one of the nominees for the Environmental
award. The Canal has demonstrated commitment to
environmental stewardship and serves as a catalyst to
others to do the same as exemplified by innovative
incentives programs such as the Green Connection. Mr.
José Ramón Arango and Alexis Rodriguez represented
the Panama Canal Authority accompanied by Amb.
Juan B. Sosa, Consul General of Panama in Houston.
LATIN AMERICA CONSULAR GROUP
ADVANCES AGENDA

GRULAC (Latin America & Spain Consular Group) met
on May 9 in its bi-monthly luncheon to discuss a joint
agenda for the benefit of their countries. Among the
topics covered were a working meeting with Harris
County, a Consular Roundtable with Texas’ Secretary of
State, the re-launching of the hemispheric conference
“Texas/Houston Gateway to the Americas”, dialogues
with the two candidates for the Senate seat, Senator
Ted Cruz and Rep. Beto O’Rouke, and the promotion of
World Youth Day to be held in Panama January 22-27.
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SPORTS
PANAMA: A DESTINATION FOR WATER SPORTS

Panama, blessed with more than 1,500 miles of coastline in both
the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, is finally being recognized as one
of the most attractive destination for water sports in addition to
deep fishing with many world records. The green wave in one of
Panama’s surfing beaches was captured by Nathan Florence and
made the cover of Surf magazine. Recently a group of clipper
yachts traveled from Seattle to Panama, the seventh leg of a race
around the world that will take about 26 days and will finish in
Liverpool, England.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
PANAMANIAN HOUSTONIAN PROMOTES
YOUTH DEVELOPMENT IN PANAMA

MARIANO RIVERA CHOSEN BY
PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP

Panama’s former all-star pitcher Mariano Rivera, a
fixture of the New York Yankees during his
winning years, has been chosen by President
Donald Trump to be part of the Council of
Sports, Physical Fitness and Nutrition. Rivera joins
other well known personalities in the Council.
Rivera is expected to be inducted in baseball’s Hall
of Fame next year. Congratulations!

CONSUL SOSA MEETS SENIOR
RETIREES FROM PANAMA

Ricardo Johns, a Panamanian living in Houston for many
years and one of the world’s authority on Karate is expanding
its Karate foundation in Panama with the objective of
installing discipline and values in underprivileged youth in
Colón and Panama City. Johns recently had programs
covering the cities of Panama and Colon.

Consul General of Panama in Houston, Amb. Juan B. Sosa
met with a group of retired seniors from Panama living in
Houston. Consul Sosa informed the group of the consulate
services in expediting ID’s, passports, the re-launching of a
website, the enhancement of its Facebook and others. The
meeting was organized by Ricardo Johns, a member of ProPanama, an advisory group of the consulate.

PANAMANIAN ALL-STARS IN TEXAS
DR. ADAN RIOS, M.D., TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER

ROLANDO BLACKMAN,
ALL-STAR BASKETBALL PLAYER

Dr. Adán Ríos earned his medical degree at the University of
Panama Medical School and completed his internal medicine
residency at Gorgas U.S. Army Hospital in Panama. He completed
his fellowship in medical oncology at the University of Texas MD
Anderson Cancer Center in Houston. Dr. Ríos has practiced in
Houston since 1981. Currently he is Associate Professor in the
Division of Oncology at the University of Texas Health Science
Center Medical School. He is internationally renown for his work
in HIV and has a special interest in lymphoma, leukemia and
immune compromised related malignancies. Dr. Rios has
numerous awards among them Distinguished Alumnus Award
from MD Anderson Cancer Center, the University of Houston Law
Center, The George Washington University Presidential Medal
Award, and several others.

Rolando Blackman is a four times all-star NBA Player. He
was a first round draft choice and 9th overall by the Dallas
Maverick. Mr. Blackman played for 13 years averaging 18
points a game and participating in eight play-offs. He is
recognized as one of the top five Dallas Maverick players
of all time. As a collegiate he was a two times allAmerican at Kansas State University where he graduated
in Social Sciences. He is a member of the University’s Hall
of Fame and also of the Collegiate Hall of Fame. Mr.
Blackman has been a coach, sportscaster and Goodwill
Ambassador of the United Nations. He is a businessman,
works for the Dallas Mavericks in corporate & season
ticket holder relations, Dallas Mavs foundation, and
community relations. He is also focused on development
of his foundation for underprivileged children.

