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MESSAGE FROM PANAMA’S MINISTER OF MARITIME AFFAIRS
I will be visiting Houston, Texas in late November to participate in
“Panama Week Texas 2018”. The Houston region and the State of
Texas have a strategic partnership with Panama, anchored by the
extensive maritime activities between the two countries. The Port of
Houston is the main northbound destination of ships transiting the
Panama Canal and the ports at Sabine Pass, Galveston Bay, Port
Freeport and Corpus Christi are important for products traded with Asia
and the Pacific Americas. Last year the Panama Ship Registry, the
oldest and biggest ship registry in the world, established “Segumar
Houston”, the global center for offshore maritime activities of the
registry, in recognition of the importance of Houston as an
international maritime center and especially in offshore upstream
activities. The Center sends an important message that the Panama
Ship Registry is committed to servicing oil & gas companies working
offshore and the importance of the Gulf of Mexico to this segment of
the industry. Moreover, in September Panama signed an agreement
with the U.S. Maritime Administration designed to strengthen
cooperation between the two countries in several areas. I look forward
to meeting as many companies as possible during my forthcoming visit
and sharing time with the Panamanian community of Texas.
Jorge Barakat Pitty
Minister of Maritime Affairs and Administrator

MESSAGE FROM THE CONSUL GENERAL

Three quarters of the year have gone. The consulate
continues to improve its operations in support of the
Panama Ship Registry and the recently inaugurated
Global Offshore Center has provided significant support
to its clients. Appropriately the consulate will celebrate
“Panama Week Texas 2018” on November 29-December
1 with the presence of Panama’s Maritime Affairs Minister
Jorge Barakat Pitty who will be the keynote speaker at a
Diplomatic-Business luncheon on Friday November 30. I
hope you can join us for this special occasion. Panama is
preparing for two important events in the first half of
2019. In January it will host “World Youth Day” with the
presence of Pope Francis and in May it will elect a new
president for the next five years. In the meantime
Houston continues to grow after the impact of hurricane
Harvey while the sports world looks with enthusiasm to
Houston’s baseball, football and basketball teams.

Amb. Juan B, Sosa
Consul General of Panama in Hosuton

MOST TRUSTED MARITIME SERVICES - TEXAS

The Consulate General of Panama in Houston has been
selected as the “Most Trusted Maritime Services” in the
State of Texas by the prestigious magazine “International
Transport News”. The consulate is one of sixty consulates
across the world that provide services in support of the
Panama Shipping Registry, the oldest and largest in the
world. The Shipping Registry is part of the Panama Maritime
Authority, an agency of the Government of Panama that last
year celebrated its 100th anniversary. The consulate also
hosts the registry’s Global Offshore Center
who has
upgraded its technology for fast & accurate service. The
consulate’s offices are located in Greenway Plaza (Houston)
which is an area that hosts several shipping companies.
International Transport News relies on industry experts in
the government field and think-thanks around the world.
They cover issues pertaining to logistics, shipping, and
aviation to name a few.
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NEW AIRPORT TERMINAL TO OPERATE IN JANUARY 2019

AMADOR CONVENTION CENTER NEARING COMPLETION

The new terminal of Tocumen International Airport will begin
operations on January 2019. With the new terminal Tocumen will
have 54 connecting gates and 12 remote positions, making it
one of the largest and busiest airports in Latin America.
Tocumen has more than 400 daily flights to more than 80
destinations and handles 15 million passengers a year.

The Amador Convention Center in nearing completion
(80%) and will be inaugurated in 2019 at a cost of close to
$200 million. The Center will be administered by SMG of
United States and is expected to bring 100 international
events in its first twelve months of operation, providing a
significant boost to the tourism sector.

NEW BRIDGE OVER THE PANAMA CANAL

A group formed of China Communications Construction
(CCCC) and China Harbour Engineering (CHEC) won a $1.42
billion contract to build the fourth bridge over the Panama
Canal. The 6.5 km (4-miles) bridge will have six car lanes
and a two-way metro line. The construction is estimated to
begin in 2019 and will take three years. Panama established
diplomatic relations with China in June 2017.
PANAMA CITY PREPARES FOR ITS 500TH ANNIVERSARY

Panama celebrates on August 15, 2019 the 500th anniversary
of Panama City, the first Spanish settlement in the Pacific
Coast of the Americas that was the operations center for the
colonization of Pacific South and Central America. It has
served as a trade route for 500 years. The ruins of the
majestic city, declared “Patrimony of Humanity”, are well kept
among the impressive skyline of Panama City, and it is one of
the main tourist attractions of the city.
MARITIME NEWS
LNG TRANSIT THROUGH THE PANAMA CANAL

As a result of the increased transit of LNG ships through the
expanded canal, the Panama Canal Authority revised their
rules to allow night transit and have two carriers at the same
time at Gatun Lake. This will accommodate an increasing
number of LNG ships transiting the Canal. Recently, four LNG
ships transited in one day, a new record.

METRO LINE CONTINUES TO MAKE PROGRESS

Panama continues its ambitious metro expansion program with
Line 2 nearing completion and bid documents for line 3
recently published. Line 3 will connect the communities of
Arraiján and Chorrera, west of the Panama Canal, directly with
Tocumen International airport and will have a capacity of
18,000 passengers per hour at its peak.
RENOVATION OF PORTOBELO

Portobelo, one of the first Spanish settlements and anchor
of the first trade route in the continent between the
Atlantic and Pacific will undergo a renovation to take
advantage of its touristic appeal. Portobelo has three forts
and was the gold route from Perú to Spain. It was invaded
by British pirates several times and ships were sunk it its
bay. It also was the first Custom clearance of Spain in
mainland America.

NEW LNG TERMINAL

A $1.15 billion facility, in Colon, Panama, which includes a
381 MW combined-cycle power plant and the first liquified
natural gas (LNG) terminal in Central America was
inaugurated in September by AES Corporation. The plant
introduces cleaner energy and is expected to impact the
Central American energy sector.

MARITIME NEWS
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CONSULATE MEETINGS WITH MARITIME ORGANIZATIONS

After the recent inauguration of the Panama Offshore Center in Houston, the Center and the Consulate have been
reaching out to different maritime groups. A visit was made to Commandant Kevin Oditt of the Houston-Galveston
District of the Coast Guard (left), ABS, one of the most important classification societies visited the consulate
recently (center)) and the Consulate became a member of the prestigious International Association of Drilling
Contractors (IADC) who visited the offices of the Consulate (right) to discuss future activities.
PANAMA AND THE UNITED STATES SIGN MARITIME AGREEMENT

Panama and the United States signed a Maritime Cooperation Agreement in Washington, DC
that strengthens the bilateral relations and inter-institutional cooperation covering exchange of
information, training of seafarers and port operators, private sector investment framework and
others. It was signed by Minister Jorge Barakat Pitty, Administrator of the Panama Maritime
Authority, and Admiral Mark H. Buzby, Administrator of the U.S. Maritime Administration.
TEXAS & PANAMA
SAN ANTONIO/PRAIRIE VIEW PANAMA TRADE MISSION

On the first week of August a delegation of eighteen entrepreneurs, government officials and academic representatives of
Texas visited Panama. It was the fifth trade mission organized by the Consulate of Panama in Houston since 2014. The
delegation was led by Gen. Russell Handy, CEO of San Antonio International Airport, and the Honorable David Allen, Mayor
of the City of Prairie View. The group had meetings with the Panama Chamber of Commerce, the Panama Canal Authority,
the City of Knowledge, and Tocumen International Airport. A business luncheon was held with the presence of the pro
tempore Mayor of Panama City Raisa Banfield and DHL Express hosted the group at its international air cargo center.
CONSUL SOSA SPEAKS AT STATE CAPITOL
Consul General Juan B. Sosa spoke at a meeting of Texas-21 to members of the organization and
staffers of senators and house representatives of Texas. Consul Sosa’s remarks highlighted the
importance of the expansion of the Panama Canal to Texas’ transportation and logistics sector.
THE CONSULATE OF PANAMA IN HOUSTON TO HOST “PANAMA WEEK TEXAS 2018”

Following its successful “Panama week Texas 2017”, the Consulate of Panama in Houston
announced the celebration of “Panama Week Texas 2018” to take place in Houston on
November 29 to December 1. The program will include a Maritime Forum, a Business
Forum, a Diplomatic-Business Luncheon with Minister of Maritime Affairs Jorge Barakat
Pitty, and a celebration of “National Month” with the Panamanian community across
Texas. The program will be heavily oriented to maritime and logistics.
PANAMA AND TEXAS COOPERATE IN SECURITY AND LAW ENFORCEMENT
On September 2017 Panama signed an MOU with William
McManus, Chief of the San Antonio Police Deparment followed in
February 2018 with a similar agreement with Art Acevedo, Chief
of the Houston Police Department. Since then, elite groups of the
Panama Public Force have received training on swat teams in San
Antonio and in ballistics, hostage negotiations and crowd control
in Houston. Vice Minister of Public Security Jonattan del Rosario
signed both agreements. These are on-going efforts of the
Panama Ministry of Public Security to professionalize the law
enforcement force, which is showing positive results. Esteban
Bliss of HAPCOA (Hispanic Association of Police Officers of
America) was instrumental in arranging the agreements.
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CONSULAR ACTIVITES
GRULAC QUARTERLY MEETING & MEETING WITH HARRIS COUNTY
On September 7 GRULAC (Latin America Consular Corps) held its quarterly
luncheon meeting at Caracol Restaurant. The topics covered included a
forthcoming meeting with Judge Ed Emmett of Harris County, a proposed
meeting with Texas Secretary of State Rolando Pablos, the proposed
conference “Texas: Gateway to the Americas”, the new Director of International
Affairs of the City Christopher Olson, sister cities and a discussion of the
forthcoming election for Senator of Texas. Twelve consuls attended including
the Vice Consul of El Salvador, and General Consuls of Panamá, Mexico,
Guatemala, Perú, Spain, Ecuador, Costa Rica and Argentina. Missing in the
photo are the consuls of Chile, Colombia and Uruguay.

“WORKERS RIGHTS WEEK” AND GHP SOIREEE

Mexico and Central-American countries celebrated “Workers Rights
Week”. Panama’s Consul General Sosa addressed the audience on
the contribution of workers and capital in the development of
nations (left photo) and in August the Greater Houston
Partnership, the premier business organization of the region,
celebrated its annual “Soiree” in honor of the Houston Consular
Corps, the third consular corps in the nation in size. Several Latin
American consuls and their spouses attended the event.
PANAMANIAN STARS IN TEXAS
Mayor of Prairie View, Texas - David Allen

David Allen was elected Mayor in May 2016. He holds a
Bachelor of Arts in Business Administration and an MBA from
Prairie View A&M University. Allen was also commissioned as
2nd Lieutenant in the United States Army and received an
honorable discharge after twenty years of service. He has 40
years of professional experience as a franchise consultant for
the 7-Eleven Corporation, EEOC/Discrimination with a civil
rights law firm, Education Consultant, Legal Broker, and
Certified Identity Theft Risk Management Specialist where he
has done presentations in several states. He has also been
involved in fund-raising efforts for several non-profit
foundations raising several million dollars and as volunteer to
many organizations. Mayor Allen is the fourth of seven
children and was born to David Allen Sr. of Snow Hill,
Maryland and Virginia Viola, a native of Panama' City,
Panama where he and four of his six siblings were born.

In another activity several consuls of GRULAC
met with Judge Ed Emmet, Commissioner of
Harris County, the third largest county in the
U.S. and the #1 trade partner of Latin
America. The meeting was held at the
TranStar Emergency Operations Center, the
most technology advanced center of its kind
in the U.S. and covered areas of cooperation
between Latin American countries and Harris
County.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH - LEISURE
WORLD CUP CELEBRATION

Panama participated for the first time in its history in
the “Fútbol” World Cup held in Russia. More than 4000
Panamanians made the trip. The Consulate organized
get togethers with the Panamanian community for the
games against Belgium and Tunisia.
Raúl Orlando Edwards, Cultural Entrepreneur

Raúl Orlando Edwards, recipient of a Certificate of
Congressional Recognition, Jefferson Award, and
official recognition from four consecutive City of
Houston’s Mayors, continues to use the arts to
impact communities positively. He established
Houston’s first official salsa studio - Strictly Street
Salsa (1998) and FLAMART (Featuring Latin
American Music and Art – 2006). This has been
featured nationally in more than 25 newspaper
articles and over 35 appearances on TV/Radio.
Engagements include: the City of Houston, major art
and civic organizations, Latin American Cultural
Week (NY), universities and corporations. In 2017,
the prestigious Rice University’s Boniuk Institute
invited him as Executive Director of “Arts of
Tolerance”, to promote unity through the arts. He’s
currently engaged in building collaborations while
expanding existing programs that continue to
improve communities.

