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PREFACE

| am writing this pamphlet because | believe it is my duty as an American-
Catholic to do so. | am grateful for my Catholic grade school and high school
education. | feel especially indebted to the many dedicated teachers who were
often nuns and priests. | was taught we, as Christians, should value and embrace
American values such as religious freedom, free speech, democracy, self-
determination, and the importance of a free press. If we have any questions
concerning the benefits of practicing our Catholicism and growing the Church in a
representative democracy, it may be beneficial to read what our Founding Fathers
thought on the subject. They didn’t come here to escape religion; they came here
to practice it.

My lessons in history, government and civics taught me to have a healthy
skepticism about people in authority. We often heard the old maxim: “power
corrupts, and absolute power corrupts absolutely.” Catholics bear a moral
obligation toward keeping their government and church free from corruption. |
remember in history class learning that once a dictator comes into power, he
immediately does the following three things: (1) weaponize the language
(misleading term - “growing disciples”); (2) closes churches (Holy Trinity parish);
and (3) shuts down newspapers (the Catholic Post). Consequently, | am
concerned that since March 3, 2022, when Bishop Louis Tylka was installed as the
new Bishop of the Diocese of Peoria, he has done or proposes to do all three of
the above-mentioned acts.

This small pamphlet explores such issues as: (1) why the Church is in decline
in the United States; (2) whether bishops have absolute unchecked authority to
close a financially healthy parish; (3) how the Church operates in other countries
such as China and Germany; (4) how much deference should be given clergymen
in matters other than those concerning faith and morals; (5) what happens to a
big church, like Holy Trinity, after it closes; (6) given the promises made by Bishop
Tylka in his Annual Diocesan Appeal, could he be charged with theft if he closes
down a financially viable parish; (7) what Pope Francis thinks about increased lay
decision-making and bishop evaluations; (8) gender discrimination; and more.
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THE CHURCH IN DECLINE:

\

Some time ago, while listening to Bishop Robert Barron | learned that for
every one person who joins the Catholic Church in the United States today,
roughly six are abandoning their Catholicism. Unfortunately, | was not surprised
by the statistics. Depending on your age, gender, or station in the Church, our
opinions may differ about the contributing factors for this decline. Like in a
divorce, there are many reasons for the breakup; however, high on the list must
be unfaithfulness. Once a person cannot trust the messenger, she or he no longer
cares about the message. This becomes exacerbated if the targeted listener is a
United States citizen, and the messenger is associated with an authoritarian
governed church.

THE PROBLEM: BISHOP LUIS TYLKA’S “GROWING DISCIPLES” PROPOSAL:

What drew me into this donnybrook was the announcement of Bishop
Louis Tylka’s “Growing Disciples” proposal. On March 3, 2022, Bishop Louis Tylka
was installed as the Bishop of the Diocese of Peoria. The Diocese of Peoria serves
nearly 135,000 Catholics living in 26 counties comprised of 156 Catholic Parishes.



In Bloomington, lllinois, there are three parishes within a one-mile radius:
(1) Holy Trinity; (2) Historic St. Patrick; and (3) St. Mary’s. Of these three parishes,
Bishop Tylka proposes to close all Holy Trinity’s physical structures: the church,
parish hall and rectory. Holy Trinity is a financially viable parish. Bishop Tylka
claims that he has the unchecked authority to close the parish, a highhanded
assertion of power. Photos of Holy Trinity will follow with a brief history of the
parish. Next, photos of St. Mary’s parish will be provided with a concise
description of its history. Bishop Tylka has so far designated it as the “primary
site.” Finally, photos of Historic St. Patrick parish will follow with a brief account
of its history. Historic St. Patrick is Holy Trinity’s sister parish. In the bishop’s
proposal it is designated as the “secondary site.”

HOLY TRINITY PARISH:

Photo taken from the choir loft. The front of the church which faces north. Photo taken facing

south from the parish parking lot located across Chestnut
Street.
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Finished basement, elevator accessible. Bridal room in basement.

Parish center with parking lot, across Main Photo taken facing east with two additional
Street, east of the church. parking lots. One where the photographer is

standing and the other just west of the church.



Parking lot behind the rectory just south of the church. Parking lot east of the church across Main Street.

The rectory faces east on Main Street and is Taken from the front steps of the church facing north
attached to the church to the north. across Chestnut Street looking onto the parish parking lot.



Holy Trinity church and rectory are listed on the National Register of
Historic Places since 1983. Consequently, we the people of the United States,
through our federal government, have deemed Holy Trinity church worthy of
preservation for its historical significance or “great artistic value.” Moreover, by
being on the National Register our church may qualify for tax incentives to
continue to preserve and maintain the church.

Not counting Bishop’s Tylka’s current proposal to physically destroy or sell
off Holy Trinity Church, two prior events did result in its destruction. The first
physical annihilation occurred in 1869, just as the first continental railroad was
opening to the west. In that year, Holy Trinity Church was destroyed by a tornado
before it was completed. Nevertheless, the hearty, faithful, and determined
parishioners of the day reconstructed the church.

The second event that resulted in our church’s physical ruin came in 1932,
during the Great Depression. In that year, Holy Trinity Church was obliterated by a
fire. Yet, the unrelenting parishioners dealing with the horrible effects of the
depression still found enough strength, resources, and time to rebuild the church.
Currently, this beautiful, tall, magnificent, Art-Deco house of worship towers
above all other buildings leading to and from downtown Bloomington. At night,
with its well illuminated cross fixed atop its towering steeple, an observer is hard
pressed to doubt the true beauty of this Catholic Church. Moreover, the parish
regularly meets its operating expenses. In fact, the church has 2.1 million dollars
in a development loan fund.

Nevertheless, after fronting the deceptive label of “growing disciples,”
Bishop Tylka’s plan of action is to close the large cathedral-styled church,
handicapped accessible, one hundred yards long, with an attached rectory, ample
parking with six available parking lots, a finished basement, and a beautiful parish
center. Of these three Bloomington parishes, Holy Trinity is located furthest east
where most growth and expansion are possible. The advantages of keeping Holy
Trinity open are too numerous to mention in this article; however, a copy of the
parishioners’ petition to the bishop can be obtained by contacting the parish
center. Additionally, | incorporate by reference the petition into this pamphlet.
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The parish’s petition document goes into better detail by listing all the objective
facts as to why closing Holy Trinity parish’s facilities would be an obvious
desertion of Bishop Tylka’s duty to the Catholic Diocese of Peoria.
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ST. MARY’S PARISH

From back of Church. From south looking north across Mason Street.

From east looking west near 2 parking lot Looking southwest, the red building west of the

across Mason Street. church is St. Mary’s grade school.
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SART LT OO

Grade school looking north across Jackson Street Looking north across Taylor Street through
(Franciscan Way). the playground at the grade school.

In the year 1869, the same year that Holy Trinity church was destroyed by a
tornado and just six years after the assassination of President Lincoln, the
parishioners of St. Mary’s built a small frame church. In 1881, ten years after the
Chicago fire, the Franciscan Friars of Cincinnati, Ohio, were placed in charge of St.
Mary’s. In 1886, the present Gothic church was built. The church was redecorated
in 1944-45. In 1962, while our nation’s first catholic president, John F. Kennedy,
was in office, the church was completely remodeled. In 1996, a $250,000 interior
renovation was made to the 110-year-old church. That same year, the Most
Reverend John J. Myers rededicated the church. As recently as 2016, eight years
ago, the Franciscans returned to Cincinnati, and the parish was placed under the
care of the Diocese of Peoria. St. Mary’s grade school is located west of their
church, built by the Franciscan Friars whereas Holy Trinity and St. Patrick’s
parishes built and support Holy Trinity Elementary School, now known as Corpus
Christi. The seating capacity of St. Mary’s is significantly less than Holy Trinity. As
the proposed “primary site,” where all the parishioners from the three parishes
are to gather, the two parking lots contain a fraction of the space available in the
six available parking lots at Holy Trinity.
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HISTORIC ST. PATRICK PARISH

s S -
T P
T

From the choir loft. From southeast looking northwest across West Locust
Street. The rectory is located east of the church.

Looking east through the parking lot. Looking northeast at parish center. Looking north, across West Locust
Street at the parish rectory.
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Photo taken from the choir loft. Looking at the church from east to west across the
parking lot.

The church originally opened in 1883, just two years after St. Mary’s Church
was built. Historic St. Patrick’s rectory is located to the east of the church. There is
a small parking lot and parish center east of the rectory. East of the parking lot is
Historic St. Patrick’s parish center. The church’s seating capacity is similar to St.
Mary’s, but nothing compared to the substantial number of pews available in Holy
Trinity Church. Akin to Holy Trinity parish, Historic St. Patrick parish is financially
sound. The parish regularly meets its operation expenses. The parish has
$815,000 in a development loan fund.
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THE CHURCH’S UNIVERSALITY:

The Catholic Church is a multinational corporation. It exists in a variety of
the world’s cultures. Some countries are ruled by socialists and authoritarian
governments like communist China. In the United States we enjoy a high degree
of freedom in economic, political, and social affairs. Interestingly, in China, the
communist party, not Pope Francis, installed Bishop John Peng Weizhao as an
“auxiliary bishop of Jiangxi,” a diocese that is not recognized by the Vatican,” (see
National Catholic Register, July 30 -August 12, 2023, Pope Francis Confirms
Shanghai Bishop Appointed in Violation of China Deal, pg. 5,). Consequently, it
could be argued, that the Pope has surrendered too much of the Church’s
authority to China’s communist party. However, in the United States, there is a
good argument that the opposite is true, that in temporal affairs, the laity has
surrendered too much of their power to the bishop. Christ endowed the Pope and
the Church’s shepherds with the charism (a special grace) of infallibility; however,
only in matters of faith and morals. (Catechism, 890) Likewise, laypeople are also
entrusted by God with the apostolate by virtue of their baptism and confirmation.
Members of the laity have the right and duty, individually or grouped in
association, to work so that the divine message of salvation may be known and
accepted by our follow men throughout the earth. (Catechism, 900) The decision
to either consolidate two parishes or to close a parish which is financially healthy
should not be left entirely to the bishop. Every monetary action is a gamble with
unpredictable outcomes. To have one non-democratically chosen leader making
final fiscal decisions is both unwise and unfair. Parish priests and parishioners are
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more knowledgeable in local economic, political, and social matters.
Consequently, the local parish priest and parishioners, not the bishop, are
typically better equipped to collaborate and successfully manage such concerns.

EXHIBIT A: THE CLOSING OF ST. ADALBERT’S CATHOLIC CHURCH IN CHICAGO:

The closing of St. Adalbert Church in Chicago’s old Polish community is an
example of the many difficult issues that can surface when trying to sell a big
church. The church is located on 17t Street between Paulina Street and Ashland
Avenue. The church is named after St. Adalbert of Prague. In June 2019, pursuant
to the orders of the archdiocese, St. Adalbert merged into St. Paul’s parish. In
2019, the last Mass was celebrated in the cathedral-style church. According to
Chicago Cardinal Blasé Cupich, there is only one serious contender interested in
purchasing St. Adalbert. That individual is Daniel Davidson. In 2003, Mr. Davidson
purchased a synagogue in Miami, Florida. The synagogue is now called “Temple
House.” Currently used as an event venue, the Temple House hosts same-sex
weddings and was the site of a reported “simulated orgy.” The sale to Mr.
Davidson has not yet been finalized. Former parishioners and St. Adalbert
community members have made bids to buy the church. Their bids were rejected,
given how much debt St. Paul’s has accrued in maintaining the church.
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