GFWC PGWC General Meeting Minutes April 4, 2025, Family Center 21500 Gibraltar, Punta Gorda, FL.
Meeting called to order at 10:34 a.m.
Officers Roll Call
President: Leslie Ryan
1st Vice President: Deb Gard
2* Vice President: Catherine Worden
Recording Secretary: Jody Henkel 
Corresponding Secretary: Claudia Meyers
Treasurer: Cheryl Schwartz
Past President: Beverly Hendrickson 
Parliamentarian: Maureen Weron
Community Service Project Chairs
Environment: Beth Bouquot(excused)
Health and Wellness: Kathy Abiri 
Arts and Culture: Mary Ann Pacelli 
Civic Engagement and Outreach: Shawn Hernandez(absent)
Education and Libraries: Nancy Suarez(excused)
Special Committee Chairs
Veteran's Issues: Holly Gunsher
Publicity: Cathy Evans
Scholarships: Laurie Mischell 
Hospitality: Janice Hanus 
Ways and Means: Rosemary Martinez 
Head Start: Tippy Swinford
Sullivan Street Fair: Ellen Say 
GFWC Signature Program: Domestic Violence Awareness and Prevention: Mary Darling
Acceptance of Minutes: With a total of 45 member attendees and 7 guests, a quorum was established.  The March 2025 General Meeting minutes emailed to all members were approved.
President's Report (Leslie Ryan):
· Fashion Show Fundraiser raised almost $10,000.
· Mahjongg had 40 players and raise $2000.
· Historical Society Building will be open.  Next Board meeting will be held there at 10am.
1st Vice President Deb Gard: Bylaws Committee
· No Report
2nd Vice President Catherine Worden: 
· New member Melanie Watkins
· Teapot Challenge Two participants are Mary Ellen Scannell, Julie Smith, Sherry McNema, Shirley O’Connor and Susan Hayes.   They are tasked with attending lunch and providing a picture of them with the teapot.  This group was picked in March but will not meet until April.
· Our May meeting will include the pinning ceremony to members with 5, 10, 15, 20, and 25 years of service.
Corresponding Secretary, Claudia Meyers 
· Sign up Genius will be used to collect the RSVPs for May luncheon.
· Those members with April Birthdays were acknowledged.
Treasurer’s Report, Cheryl Schwartz – 
· Financial Reports Dated   March 31, 2025
· Total Deposits $16,261,39
· Total Disbursements $7407.55
· Currently collecting 2025/2026 dues of $50
· Currently collecting payment for May luncheon $20




Community Service Reports 
Environment: Beth Bouquot 
· No Report.  

Health and Wellness: Kathy Abiri
· Blue Zone Project continues.  Anyone is welcome to join in the walks.

Arts and Culture, Mary Ann Pacelli: 	
· Five members have submitted their projects to the state competition.  In total, 21 projects ere submitted by District 12.
Civic Engagement & Outreach: Shawn Hernandez
· No Report

 Education & Libraries: Nancy Suarez(excused)
· Book Club meeting will be Monday May 12that 10:00am at the Historical Society Building.  The book to be discussed is The Women by Kristin Hannah.
Special and Standing Committees
Veteran’s Village Committee, Holly Gunsher:
· One of the veterans will be cooking lasagna for the group.  Holly will shop for supplies. PGWC volunteers will supply dessert and beverages.
Publicity, Cathy Evans:
· New website:  puntagordawomansclub.com    Please review web page.  All new content.  In the future this will be the center for information.  Sign up for the membership page and you will be able to retrieve documents, pay dues, and find a calendar for events.
· We will need waivers to put pictures of children on website.
· We need to understand rules regarding endorsement of partners.
· Please submit new picture of yourself since the ones scanned in from yearbook are grainy.
Scholarships, Laurie Mischell
· 18 applications received.  The committee is vetting the information and will make their selections.
Hopitality, Janus Hanus
· Please RSVP for May 2nd luncheon.
Ways and Means, Rosemary Martinez: 
· Bingo- will be held on May 8th at Family Services Building.
· Mahjongg Tournament raised $2,000.
· Fashion Show raised almost $10,000
· Please submit any ideas for new fundraiser ideas for 2025/2026 to Rosemary.
· Fundraising committee will meet to determine dates of fundraisers for next year.  Also, to estimate proceeds of each fundraiser
Head Start: Tippy Swinford
· Several children and their parents paraded through our meeting showing off their new outfits that they received from the PGWC.
GFWC Signature Program:  Mary Darling
· Pajama party for the Women’s Shelter.  Please bring pajamas for mothers and children of all ages to be used when these families need to leave quickly to the shelter.  Many times they come with nothing.  Also, collecting toiletries.
· Operations Smiles – Need sewers to make hospital gowns for the children receiving care.  Patterns available.  Also, fill and decorate cigar boxes for donation to women in need.
New Business:  
· Bylaw Change – Leslie Ryan made a motion to include a classification for Emeritus Member.  All members 25 or more years of service will no longer pay dues but will remain active.  The motion was seconded by Deb Gard. There was no discussion.  The motion was put to the membership to vote.  The motion was unanimously approved.  This meets the 2/3 voting requirement.
Meeting adjourned at 12:26.
Minutes recorded by Jody Henkel.




