GFWC PGWC General Meeting Minutes March 7, 2025, Family Center 21500 Gibraltar, Punta Gorda, FL.
Meeting called to order at 10:35 a.m.
Officers Roll Call
President: Leslie Ryan
1st Vice President: Deb Gard
2* Vice President: Catherine Worden
Recording Secretary: Jody Henkel 
Corresponding Secretary: Claudia Meyers
Treasurer: Cheryl Schwartz
Past President: Beverly Hendrickson 
Parliamentarian: Maureen Weron(excused)
Community Service Project Chairs
Environment: Beth Bouquot
Health and Wellness: Kathy Abiri 
Arts and Culture: Mary Ann Pacelli 
Civic Engagement and Outreach: Shawn Hernandez(excused)
Education and Libraries: Nancy Suarez
Special Committee Chairs
Veteran's Issues: Holly Gunsher/ Publicity: Renee Errington
Scholarships: Laurie Mischell 
Hospitality: Janice Hanus 
Ways and Means: Rosemary Martinez 
Head Start: Tippy Swinford
Sullivan Street Fair: Deb Worthington, Ellen Say, Mary Sebahar, Mary Jaskowiak 
GFWC Signature Program: Domestic Violence Awareness and Prevention: Mary Darling
Acceptance of Minutes: With a total of 47 member attendees and 5 guests, a quorum was established.  The February 2025 General Meeting minutes emailed to all members were approved.
President's Report (Leslie Ryan):
· Sixteen members attended the District Meeting.  All five of our artists won blue ribbons.  Their art submissions will move on to State competition.
· Holly Gunshar was awarded the Charlotte Arcadia Leadership Award
· Bingo fundraiser held February 21 profited $2700.
· Guest attending today’s meeting is Laura Livingstone LaBelle, District 12 President’s Project Director
1st Vice President Deb Gard: Bylaws Committee
· All state required reports were submitted on a timely basis for membership, treasury, and activities.
· To make our reporting more efficient, a new fillable form will be available to be completed by the activity chairman on a timely basis.
2nd Vice President Catherine Worden: 
· Five new members – Beth Quinn, Maryann Newman, Wendy Hund, Barb Knepper and Peggy LaRose were approved by the board
· New member orientation was held with 6 new members in attendance.
· There will be two teapot challenges going forward.  March’s Teapot Challenge One participants are Mary Sebahar, Lori Gavin, Mary Darling and Cheryl Schwartz.  Teapot Challenge Two participants are Mary Ellen Scannell, Julie Smith, Sherry McNema, Shirley O’Connor and Susan Hayes.   They are tasked with attending lunch and providing a picture of them with the teapot.
Corresponding Secretary, Claudia Meyers 
· No report
Treasurer’s Report, Cheryl Schwartz – 
· Financial Reports Dated   February 28, 2024
· Money Market Balance $8,153.75	
· Checking Account Balance $24,854.83



Community Service Reports 
Education & Libraries: Nancy Suarez
· Speaker for April will be Sharon Oliphant’s Women’s Club Members Who Made a Difference
Head Start: Tippy Swinford
· Outfits for Boys. All outifts have been received.  The Head Start boys will be available for April meeting to show off their new clothes.

Environment: Beth Bouquot 
· Peace River Wildlife Center presented.  

Health and Wellness: Kathy Abiri
· Blue Zone Project. Two to seven people walk Monday, Wednesday and Friday for 40 to 45 minutes when the weather permits.  On Fridays, the group also go to breakfast after walking. 

Arts and Culture, Mary Ann Pacelli: 	
· All of our artists were presented with a blue ribbon.  They have been invited to submit their projects to the state competition.
Civic Engagement & Outreach: Shawn Hernandez
· The donation ceremony for GFWC President’s Report was held.  The American Legion Auxiliary  Post #103 presented a donation of $2000 to PGWC for the Honors in Flight project.  In turn, PGWC donated almost $2500 to the District 12 President Project Director. 

Special and Standing Committees
Veteran’s Village Committee, Holly Gunsher:
· March meal will be pulled pork sandwiches on March 28th.  All volunteers will receive a text prior to the date to confirm their contribution.



Ways and Means, Rosemary Martinez: 
· Bingo- was a success.  We raised $2700.  Proceeds will go to the Scholarship Fund
· Mahjongg Tournament - will be held March 21st at Family Services Building.  All current registrants have been notified of the new location.  Committee looking for snacks.
· Fashion Show – March 12th.  Theme is Color Your World.  Anthony’s will present fashions.  Tickets are sold out.  Sign up sheets for baskets, door prizes and donations are being passed. Please bring baskets by 11:00.
Scholarships, Laurie Mischell
· Applications are being collected.
· The new committee members are Maryann Newman and Beth Quinn.
New Business:  
No new Business.
Meeting adjourned at 12:19.
Minutes recorded by Jody Henkel.




