GFWC PGWC, November 19, 2025, Board Meeting Minutes at 118 Sullivan St., Punta Gorda, FL.
Meeting called to order at10:07 a.m.
Officers Roll Call
President: Leslie Ryan
1st Vice President: Deb Gard 
2* Vice President: Catherine Worden
Recording Secretary: Jody Henkel 
Corresponding Secretary: Claudia Meyers (Excused)
Treasurer: Cheryl Schwartz
Past President: Beverly Hendrickson
Parliamentarian: Vicki Stavola
Community Service Project Chairs
GFWC Signature Program: Domestic Violence Awareness and Prevention: Mary Darling
Arts and Culture: Mary Ann Pacelli (Excused)
Civic Engagement and Outreach: Shawn Hernandez (Excused)
Education and Libraries: Nancy Suarez(Excused)
Environment: Beth Bouquot
Health and Wellness: Kathy Abiri (Excused) 
Recording Secretary: Jody Henkel
Board Meeting minutes from 10/15/2025 were approved with change to add Vicki Naskale as a new member and correct estimated funds raised from Golf & Give to $10,000 from $20,000.
President's Report: Leslie Ryan
· District 12 meeting in Naples on November 15th. Beverly Hendrickson was elected District 12 Director for 2026-2028.  PGWC will host the District 12th meeting Saturday, February 28th. The Arts competition will take place at this meeting.  The PGWC will fund the meeting.  All attendees will pay for their own lunch. We will have distinguished guests attending.
· The GFWC will support two new projects: A Woman’s Suffrage Monument and a Museum to Honor the Coast Guard.
· Invitations have been sent to the Charities that we will be providing donations to during our December General Meeting.  Speakers for that meeting will be CARE – Daycare, the Historical Society President, and Sam from the Veteran’s Village.
· The Garden Club is hosting the Holly Days December 6-7th.  Funds raised will benefit the Historical Society building’s gardens.  A link and the flyer will be emailed to all members.
· The installation of the chandeliers is postponed until the electrical work can be done in the building. The cost of the electrical work will be $15,000.  This amount will need to be raised before the work can be started.  The final project will include a new A/V system.  Historical Catherine Worden made a motion to stop donating to the Historical Society until we understand how the Historical Society earns its funds and how those funds are distributed. Second by Mary Brennan.  Approved unanimously.
· Catherine Worden resigned from her position on board.  Leslie Ryan, President accepted the resignation with regrets.
1st Vice President Bylaws Committee, Deb Gard: 
· Rough draft of bylaw meeting minutes is available for review.
· Deb Gard and Arlene Wittig participated in the Alzheimer’s Walk. They will chair next year’s walk.
2nd Vice President, Catherine Worden: 
· Membership is at 100 people.
· New member orientation was a success. Communication before helped increase participation.
· The teapot program is well received.  We will continue to pull names at general meetings. 
· The pinning ceremony will be at the January 9th meeting.  
· Catherine Worden motioned to accept Linda Gillum and Colleen Chmielowiec as new members.  Second made by Beverly Hendrickson.  Approved unanimously.


Corresponding Secretary, Claudia Meyers:
No report
Treasurer’s Report, Cheryl Schwartz – 
· Bank Balances Operating $53,912.50; Money Market $8,156.48
· Cheryl Scwartz motioned that purchases made for items that can be reused for more than one fundraiser should be recategorized from a specific fundraiser to a general use account.  Examples are the PGWC banner and clipboards used for silent auction.
· Golf & Give and Sparkle & Sip earned just under $30,000.
· Membership dues are due by December 5th.  Cheryl is keeping a running reconciliation of dues paid.  Sixty-seven out of 100 paid. Mary Brennan, Assistant Treasurer will take over the reconciliation.  Any member not paid by the December general meeting will be dropped from the roster.
· Each year the treasurer pays the GFWC member dues out of the membership dues collected. A contribution is also made to several designated charities that amount to $400.

Community Service Reports 
GFWC Signature Program: Domestic Violence Awareness and Prevention: Mary Darling
· Gifts for Brookdale will be due at December 5th meeting. Caroling will be done at the time of the gift presentation.  Mary Sebahar will coordinate this effort.
· CARE has requested stocking stuffers for 15 stockings for kids aged 0-10.

Arts and Culture, Mary Ann Pacelli: 
· No Report
Civic Engagement and Outreach, Shawn Hernandez:
· No Report
Education and Libraries, Nancy Suarez:
· Field trip to Punta Rossa for next book club meeting on December 8th.

Environment, Beth Bouquot:
· A day trip to Global Farms in North Fort Meyers is being planned. There is a cost of $10 for seniors.  
· Requesting a donation for a tree to be placed possibly in the Society Building Gardens.

Health and Wellness, Kathy Abiri:
· PGWC members will be walking in the Punta Gorda Christmas Parade on December 13th.  The walkers will hand out books to children along the parade route.  This will commemorate the first library in PG that was created by the PGWC. Peg Larose has 10 to 15 walkers from the Heritage Landing Blue Zone Project.
· Mary Sebahar made a motion to spend $500 for the parade event. Second was made by Jody Henkel.  Motion approved.  Catherine Worden voted no.
Special and Standing Committees
Veteran’s Village Committee, Holly Gunsher:
No report
Fundraisers, Rosemary Martinez:
· Sparkle & Sip was a successful event.  We are finalizing numbers and will report them after all expenses are accounted for.
· Mahjongg chaired by Martha Huntzicker and Leslie Ryan will be held on January 10th.  
· Sullivan St. Fair chaired by Ellen Say will be on January 17 & 18. Set up will be Friday January 16th.  Sparkle & Sip will be allowed to set up jewelry to sell.
· Valentine’s Bingo will be February 13th chaired by Rosemary Martinez.
· A new fundraiser was suggested by Diane Betts.  It involves our members doing reviews online and getting paid $1.60 per review.  More details to come.
New Business
· Jody Henkel moved that we increase the amount donated to each of the 9 initiatives in the budget from $725 to $1000.  Second made by Catherine Worden.  Approved unanimously.

Meeting Adjourned   12:37pm  
Minutes respectfully submitted by Jody Henkel

