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 GFWC International President 
Suellen Brazil 

 GFWC Headquarters  
1734 N Street NW 

Washington, DC 20036 
Phone: 202-347-3168 

E-mail: gfwc@gfwc.org   

 GFWC Florida President      
Sara Dessureau   

Email: president @gfwcflorida.org 

 DISTRICT 12 Director 
Joyce Powell 
202-553-2665 

Email: joycepowell136@comcast.net 

 GFWC FL Headquarters 
4444 Florida National Dr    

  Lakeland, FL 33813 
 863- 647-2642 

Website: gfwcflorida.org 

 GFWC PGWC President 
Leslie Ryan 

Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box  511783 

Punta Gorda, FL 33950-1783                                           

Phone: 401-580-3758 
Email: lesliecryan@gmail.com 

 
 

mailto:GFWC@GFWC.org
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GFWC PUNTA GORDA WOMAN’S CLUB                                  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
OFFICERS 

 

President 
Leslie Ryan                                                                                                                  
 
1st Vice President 
Deborah Gard                                                                                                                 
 
2nd Vice President 
Catherine Worden                                                                                                             
 
Treasurer 
Cheryl Schwartz                                                                                                              
 
Recording Secretary 
 Jody Henkel                                                                                                                  
 
Corresponding Secretary 
Claudia Meyers                                                                                                               
 
Parliamentarian 
Maureen Weron                                                                                                                
 
Immediate Past President 
Beverly Hendrickson 
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 Community Service Program Chairwomen 
 
Signature Program Domestic and Sexual Violence Awareness 
and Prevention 
Mary Darling 
 
Arts and Culture 
Mary Ann Pacelli   
 
Civic Engagement and Outreach 
Shawn Hernandez                                             
 
Education and Libraries 
Nancy Suarez                                                                                                                 
 
Environment 
Elizabeth Bouquot  
 
Health and Wellness 
Kathryn Abiri                                                                                                                

 

Special Committee Chairwomen 

 

Veteran’s Issues          
Holly Gunsher 
                                                                                                                             
Scholarships (Education & Libraries Community Service Program)                                                                            

Laurie Mischell 
 

Head Start  (Education & Libraries Community Service Program) 

Tippy Swinford 
 

Sullivan Street Fair    
Ellen Say                                                                                                                    
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Standing Committee Chairwomen 
 

Membership 
2nd Vice President Catherine Worden 
 

Finance Committee (Budget) 
Treasurer: Cheryl Schwartz                                                                                 
Assistant Treasurer: Cathy Evans 
 

Publicity 
Renee Errington and Doris Dallain 
 
WAYS & MEANS (Fundraisers) 

Rosemary Martinez 
 

Chaplain 
Kathleen Hobbs 
 

Club Parliamentarian 
Maureen Weron 
 

By-Laws 
Deborah Gard 
 

Audit      
Dorothy Polson, Mary Sebahar and Vicki Stavola 
                                                                                                           
Year Book Editor 
Catherine Worden 
 

Historian/Club Liaison with The Historical Society 

Leslie Ryan and Deborah Gard 
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Signature Program Domestic and Sexual   
Violence Awareness and Prevention 

 

The Signature Program’s goal is to increase 
awareness of and help prevent the widespread 
occurrence of violence against women in com-
munities across the nation—and the globe. Are-
as of focus include Intimate Partner Violence, 
Child Abuse, Teen Dating Violence, Campus 
Sexual Assault, Elder Abuse, Violence Against 
Native American Women, Military Sexual As-
sault, and Human Trafficking.  

 Arts and Culture  
 The GFWC Arts and Culture Community Ser-
vice Program encourages members to promote 
and support art and cultural programs in their 
clubs and communities, and to expand under-
standing on every level, from local and regional 
to national and international. Our goal is to cre-
ate projects that include crafts, dance, drama, 
food, music, and other manifestations of art and 
culture that develop skills, awareness, and ap-
preciation. It is designed to inspire clubwomen 
and ignite within them a desire to make the 
world a more beautiful, thoughtful, and caring 
place.  

 

 

 

Civic Engagement and Outreach  

The GFWC Civic Engagement and Outreach 
Community Service Program reminds GFWC 
members that each of us is a part of a larger 
society and is responsible for undertaking ac-
tions that will create a better quality of life and 
foster a sense of community—locally, regional-
ly, nationally, and globally. This Community 
Service Program highlights and encourages 
citizenship; crime prevention, safety, and disas-
ter preparedness; the needy, hungry, and 
homeless; and our military personnel and veter-
ans. 

GFWC Community Service Programs 
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Education and Libraries  

We aim to help others, while we also continue   
to learn. Projects in the Education and Libraries 
Community Service Program are designed to 
foster schools, as well as other educational insti-
tutions and opportunities. These projects pro-
mote libraries, literacy, and the love of a    good 
book. Through these efforts, we encourage the 
growth of individuals and communities at home 
and around the world. 

 

 Environment 

The GFWC Environment Community Service 
Program encourages us to become stewards    
of the earth by working to preserve the world’s 
resources, protect wildlife and domesticated ani-
mals, live sustainably, and beautify our commu-
nities and enjoy nature. Environmental degrada-
tion is cumulative and many scientists warn that 
we are at a tipping point. There is no time like the 
present to act. 

 
Health and Wellness  

The human body, mind, and spirit comprise our 
health and wellness. To improve our well being, 
we must address three key components: nutri-
tion, disease prevention, and physical and emo-
tional care. This Community Service Program 
aims to explore the various opportunities for 
awareness and advancement  of each of these 
vital areas. 
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PGWC CALENDAR of EVENTS 2024-2025 
 

2024 
 

September 18: Board meeting 10:30 AM 
September 27: Meal at Veteran’s Village, Taylor Rd. 
September 27-29: GFWC Florida Fall Board, Rosen Park, Orlando FL 
  
October 4: GENERAL MEETING Cancelled due to hurricane. 
October 16: Board meeting 10:30 AM 
October 24: District 12 Workshop. 10 AM, Port Charlotte Woman’s Club 
October 25: Veteran’s Village meal  
 

November 6: GENERAL MEETING 10:30 AM - Health & Wellness: AED  
Orientation/Training by Chief Kevin Martin, PGFD - Leslie Ryan & Kathy Abiri. Faith 
Lutheran Church, 4005 Palm Drive, Punta Gorda. Potluck lunch. 
November 2: Fundraiser Mahjongg Tournament 12:30-4:30 PM PGI Civic Assn., 
2001 Shreve St. Punta Gorda 
November 20: Board meeting 10:30-AM to 12 noon 
November 22: Veteran’s Village meal 
Nov. 30, Dec. 1: Fundraiser Sullivan Street Fair 
 

December 6: GENERAL MEETING 10:30 AM - Punta Gorda Real Estate Board 
Building, Loveland Blvd., Port Charlotte Luncheon Culinary Arts Program, Charlotte 
Technical College. Charities invited to explain what they accomplish with our  
support.  
December 14: Fundraiser Law Firm Lie, Cheat, and Steal Christmas Mystery  
December 18: Board Meeting 10:30 AM, Fresco Coffee Shop, Punta Gorda 
December 20: Veteran’s Village Christmas meal  
 

2025  

 

January 3: GENERAL MEETING 11 AM - Real Estate Board Building, Loveland 
Blvd., Port Charlotte- Arts and Craft Competition: MaryAnn Pacell 
January 15: Board Meeting 10:30 AM Mercer’s Coffee Shop, Port Charlotte 
January 18 & 19: Fundraiser Sullivan Street Fair  
 
February 7: GENERAL MEETING 10:30 AM - Civic Engagement and Outreach 
February 13: Fundraiser Bingo on Valentine’s Eve 
February 19: Board Meeting 10:30 AM 
February 20: District 12 Arts and Crafts Competition, Port Charlotte Woman’s Club 
February 28: Veteran’s Village meal 
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March 1: LEADS Conference, Lakeland, Florida 
March 7: GENERAL MEETING 10:30 AM - Environment: Peace River Wildlife 
Center 
March 12: Fundraiser Fashion Show, Sheraton Tiki Hut 
March 15: Fundraiser Mahjongg Tournament 12:30-5 PM 
March 19: Board Meeting 10:30 AM 
March 28: Veteran’s Village meal 
 
April 4: GENERAL MEETING 10:30 AM - Education: Early Head Start  
April 16: Board Meeting 10:30 AM 
April 25: Veteran’s Village meal  
April TBA: GFWC Florida Spring Convention, Rosen Park, Orlando, Florida 
 
May 2: GENERAL MEETING 10:30 AM - Luncheon by Charlotte County Culi-
nary Institute, Scholarships 
May 3: Fundraiser Wine Tasting 
May 21: Board Meeting 10:30 AM - to plan 2025-2026 Year 
May 23: Veteran’s Village meal  
(Veteran’s Village meals continue thru the summer, on the 4th Friday of each 
month) 
  
June 18: Board meeting 10:30 AM, as needed 
July TBA: Summer get-together 
 
September 17: Board meeting 10:30 AM 
September 26: Veteran’s Village meal 
 
October 3: GENERAL MEETING 10:30 AM - Health and Wellness 
October 15: Board Meeting 10:30 AM 
October 24: Veteran’s Village meal 
 
November 7: GENERAL MEETING 10:30 AM - Environment, Beth Bouquot 
November 12: Centennial Celebration, GFWC, PGWC  
November 19: Board Meeting 10:30 AM 
November 21: Veteran’s Village meal 
November 29 & 30: Fundraiser Sullivan Street Fair 
 
December 5: GENERAL MEETING 10:30 AM - Charities presentation 
December 12: Fundraiser Mahjongg Tournament 
December 17: Board Meeting 10:30 AM 
December 19: Veteran’s Holiday Dinner and gifts 
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GFWC PUNTA GORDA WOMEN’S CLUB, INC.  
Organized 1925 

 
Club Colors…………...Green & Gold 
 
Club Motto……………Service 
 
Club Flower…………..Yellow Hibiscus 
 
Our club is a non-profit 501(C)3 volunteer organization whose purpose is to sup-
port charitable, educational, and philanthropic activities. We meet the first Friday of 
the month: October through May.  All are welcome, come join us! 

 
WHO WE ARE 

 
Three clubs that were active in Punta Gorda in the early part of the 
twentieth century merged in 1925 to form the Woman's Club.  Through the years, 
the club building has been the place for various civic, religious, and political 
groups. In 1976, the Charlotte County Historical Society presented the club with a 
marker. In April 1991, the club building, with the help of our members, was placed 
on the National Registry of Historic Places. In 2000 the club building was sold for 
$10 to the Punta Gorda Historical Society. We have first right of refusal for all 
meetings and fundraisers. 
 

 WHAT WE DO 
 

The GFWC Punta Gorda Woman's Club is a member of the  General Federation of 
Women's Clubs (GFWC) and the General Federation of  Women's Clubs Florida. 
Our district includes clubs in seven southwest Florida counties. These clubs, work-
ing through the state and district structures, can tap into the expertise at both lev-
els and can have the opportunity to tailor their projects to suit particular community 
needs.  
 
Our programs and projects are designed to enrich and expand  members horizons 
and are promoted under the following Community Service Departments:  
 
• Domestic and Sexual Violence Awareness and Prevention 
• Arts & Culture 
• Civic Engagement and Outreach 
• Education & Libraries 
• Environment 
• Health & Wellness  
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STATE AND NATIONAL AFFILIATION  
 

The General Federation of Women’s Clubs of Florida  focuses on issues through 
a statewide organization of women who want to become involved in charitable and 
community activities. They directly support projects through donations of time and 
money. Today Florida has over 8,000 members in 178 Woman's Clubs, divided 
into 14 districts representing all 67 counties, from the Panhandle to Key West.  
Nearly 80,000 members strong, the General Federation of Women's Clubs is unit-
ed in its dedication to volunteer community service. While diverse in age, inter-
ests, and experiences, all clubwomen are united by a desire to create positive 
change in their communities. Members of the GFWC  belong to the world's largest 
and oldest volunteer organization. Members include young women in Juniorettes 
Club (12 yrs. to 18 yrs.), Juniors (18 yrs. to 40 yrs.), and women 40 years and up 
in the Women's Clubs. For more information go to: www.gfwcflorida.com 
 
Founded in 1890, the GFWC, whose motto is "Unity in Diversity" , is dedicated to 
community improvement by enhancing the lives of others through volunteer ser-
vice. The women of GFWC have responded to the needs of our nation. Their com-
mitments include supporting participation in the arts, preserving national re-
sources, promoting education, assisting clubs hit by natural disasters and contrib-
uting to world peace and international understanding. History has shown that 
these dedicated and concerned groups have established local libraries such as 
Punta Gorda Library, garden clubs, scout troops, city parks, humane societies, 
hospital auxiliaries and much more. 
 
Forerunners to the formation of the Federated Woman's Club of Punta Gorda 
(1925) were the Fortnightly Literary Society (1896), the Married Ladies Social 
Club, and the Women's Civic Improvement Association (1911). The Women's Civ-
ic Association had undertaken such projects as building the Bath House. Because 
members of the Married Ladies Club were required to wear hats and gloves as 
they engaged in polite conversation at meetings, they were called the "tea drink-
ers." The Fortnightly Club was literary and studied Robert Browning and William  
Shakespeare. 
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Original members of The Punta Gorda Woman’s Club  
gather for a group photo 1925. 

The antique tea service makes an appearance at a Christmas party 
around 1945.  We still have this tea service. 
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1927  Mrs. N. C. Hewitt  
 
1928 - 1929  Mrs. J. H. Hancock 
 
1930 - 1931  Mrs. C. P. Durance 
 
1931 - 1935  Mrs. N. C. Hewitt  
 
1935 - 1937  Mrs. T. W. Butler 
 
1937 - 1938  Mrs. F. T. Garderner 
 
1938 - 1939  Mrs. R. S. Maxwell, Jr. 
  
1939 - 1940  Mrs. Smith Hardin 
 
1940 -1941   Mrs. Charles Dunne 
 
1941 -1942   Mrs. E. H. Smith 
 
1942 -1943   Mrs. Grayal Farr 
 
1943 -1944   Mrs. H. C. Hewitt  
 
1946 - 1948   Mrs. J. R. Jack, Jr.  
 
1948 -1948   Mrs. Mary Maxwell 
 
1948 - 1949   Mrs. Smith Hardin 
 
1949 - 1950   Mrs. Ruth Allison 
 
1950 - 1952   Mrs. W. W. Gruthie 
 
1952 - 1953   Helen Shipman  
 
1953 - 1956   Nan McCollough  
 
1956 - 1958   Mrs. Evan Brayton 
 
1958 - 1959   Mrs. H. W. Selin 
 
1959 - 1960   Mrs. Vern Marsh 
 
1960 -  1962   Mrs. N. D. Craighead 
 
1963 - 1965  Mrs. Helen Raymond 
 
1965 - 1967   Mrs. R. E. Bolin 
 
1967 - 1968 Gertrude Shaw 
 
1969 -1971 Mary Frisch 
 
1971 - 1976 Lois Peeples 
 

1976 - 1978 Helen Harrell 
 
1978 -1980   Norma Henry 
 
1980 - 1982  lna Berggren 
 
1982 - 1984   Eleanor Sherry 
 
1984 - 1986   Mimi Rambert 
 
1986 - 1988   Vi Stone 
 
1988 - 1990   Helen Wrobbel 
 
1991 - 1992   Grace Lechner 
 
1992 - 1994   Marge Nelson 
 
1994 - 1996   Helen Wrobbel 
 
1997 - 1998   Adella Kelly 
 
1998 - 1999   Margaret Heller 
 
1999 - 2001   Vi Stone Calderwood 
 
 2001 - 2002   Alice Glatt 
 
 2002 - 2003  Mary Krotzer 
 
 2003 - 2004  Pat Munson 
 
 2004 - 2006  Joyce E. Sanguedolce 
 
 2006 - 2008  Jannett Sue Hawley 
 
 2008 - 2009  Ann Daniele 
 
 2009 - 2010  Lynn Bartz 
 
 2010 - 2013  Carol Edmier 
 
 2013 - 2014  Deborah Heilig  
 
 2014 - 2016  Lynn Bartz 
 
 2016 - 2018  Jannett Sue Hawley 
 
 2018 - 2020 Maureen Weron 
 
 2020 - 2024  Beverly Hendrickson  
 
 2024 - 2026  Leslie Ryan 

GFWC Punta Gorda Woman’s Club Presidents 
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 ABIRI, Kathryn                      401-749-4729 
1250 West Marion Ave. 
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
kathya125@aol.com 
BD 12/20 
Member Since 2024 

 ALEXOVICH, Donna                   412-996-9216 
14017 Black Beauty Dr. 

Punta Gorda, FL 33955 
alexovichd@gmail.com 
BD 2/20 
Member Since 2025 

 BEDNAR, Carol                    216-409-5475 
240 West End Dr. # 711 
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
cbednar661@gmail.com 
BD 5/9 
Member Since 2018 
                     

 BERMAN, Barbara                443-632-4885 
810 Islamorada Blvd. 
Punta Gorda,  FL  33955 
b3sail@hotmail.com 
BD 9/26 
Member Since 2020 

 BETTS, Diane                       610-405-2048 
14121 Heritage Landing Blvd. #733 
Punta Gorda,  FL  33955 
dianebetts3@yahoo.com 
BD 6/3 
Member Since 2024 

GFWC Punta Gorda Woman’s Club Members 
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 BIDWELL, Joanne                     941-268-9011 
24488 Buckingham Way 
Punta Gorda, FL 33980-5529 
jmvsb@aol.com 
BD 5/6 
Member Since 2023 

 BOUQUOT, Elizabeth (Beth)     845-987-4914 
14061 Heritage Landing 
Punta Gorda, FL 33955 
dbouquot@live.com 
BD 9/03 
Member Since 2022 

 BOUTIN,  Jackie                        508-574-3407 
26 Amsterdam Ave.                   
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
jackienboutin@gmail.com 
BD 10/13 
Member Since 2014                                   

 

 
BRENNAN, Mary                       301-775-1526 
14081 Heritage Landing Blvd. #216 
Punta Gorda, FL 33955 
mkbrennan62@gmail.com 
BD 1/3 
Member Since 2024 
 
 

 COMBS, Nancy                         740-391-3460 
2417 Padre Island Dr. 
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
nsw49601@aol.com 
BD 3/4 
Member Since 2023 
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 COPE, Deborah                           813-335-5374 
12020 Burnt Store Rd. 
Punta Gorda, FL 33955 
debcope@copeusa.com 
BD 1/8 
Member Since 2024 
 

 CRUMB, Eileen                            585-208-5308 
7413 Sweet Alyssum 
Punta Gorda, FL 33955 
me74ec@yahoo.com 
BD 6/18 
Member Since 2014 

 CUPERSUS, Sue                         218-766-3949 
5471 Sea Edge Dr. 
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
scuperuse@hotmail.com 
BD 7/16 
Member Since 2022 

 DALLAIN, Doris                           941-639-3262                       
785 Coronado Dr. 
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
dorisdallain@msn.com 
BD 12/24 
230-246-4248 
Member Since 2016 

 DARLING, Mary                           989-644-5615 
2941 Scenic View 
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
cmdarling4@yahoo.com 
BD 12/15 
Member Since 2006 
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- ERRINGTON, Ranee                  419-250-9809 
240 West End Dr., #311 
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
Rerrington103@gmail.com 
BD 1/08 
Member Since 2023 

 EVANS, Cathy                            814-591-7780   
14009 Black Beauty Dr.  Unit 221 
Punta Gorda, FL  33955 
cathyevans@udiclaims.com 
BD 11/01 
Member since 2023 

 FULGHUM, Linda                       941-331-5276 
3245 White Ibis Ct. #122 
Punta Gorda, DL 3395- 
lindafulghum@yahoo.com 
BD 3/10 
Member Since 2022 

 

 
GARD, Deborah                          508-450-9151 
3108 Club Drive @123 
Port Charlotte, FL  
dlgard1287@icloud.com 
BD 6/27 
Member Since 2022  

 GAVIN, Lori                                203-706-0138       
276 Strasburg Dr. 
Port Charlotte, FL  33954 
llorigavin@ymail.com 
BD 2/26 
Member Since 2023 
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 GOLINSKI, Irene                           708-899-2511 
3782 Tripoli Blvd. 
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
ireneg221@yahoo.com 
BD 11/20 
Member Since 2022 

 GOODMAN, Nikki                         410-326-1703                                                                                    
4234 Palm Dr.                                                                                  
Punta Gorda, FL 33950                                                                  
imaginationltd@aol.com                                                                       
BD 5/7                            
Member Since 2019                       

 GRIBBIN, Carol                            941-284-2710 
4211 Pelican Pointe Dr 
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
carol.gribbin@yahoo.com 
BD  11/12 
Member since 2024 

 GUNSHER, Holly                          941-661-1683                            
3221 White Ibis Ct.  #B2                                                                                                     
Punta Gorda, FL 33950                                             
hgunsher@gmail.com                                                  
BD 3/4                                                                                                                       
Member Since 2019 

 HALL, Sharon                              941-276-6623 
727 Via Tripol Apt. A111 
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
sphall31742@gmail.com 
BD 3/17 
Member Since 2023 
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 HANUS, Janice                           863-993-3435 
722 West Whiddon St. 
Arcadia, FL  34266 
tedjanhanus@hotmail.com 
BD 9/4 
Cell: 863 558-0169 
Member Since 2022 

 HAWLEY, Jannett                       941-661-4611      
106 Golf Lane                                                
Centralia, IL  62801 
jshawley174@embarqmail.com 
BD 7/14                                                                  
Member Since 2003 

 HAYES, Susan                           757-373-7203 
3300 Loveland Blvd. Unit 403 
Punta Gorda, FL 33980 
shays@towerbenefit.com 
BD 11/18 
Member Since 2023 

 

 
HEALY, Margaret (Peg)             941-466-5829 
701 Aqui Esta, Lot 12 
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
crabcreek3@yahoo.com 
BD 9/29 
Member Since 2022 

 HENDRICKSON, Beverly           218-343-8645 
4530 Pelican Pointe Dr.         
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
sunbev7@gmail.com 
Cell: 218 343-8645 
BD 08/21                       
Member Since 2010 
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 HENKEL, Jody                              262-719-2262 
25030 Oak Hammock 
Punta Gorda, FL 33955 
henjjh37@yahoo.com 
BD 8/7  
Member Since 2024 

 HERNANDEZ,  Shawn                  443-983-4492 
5555 Hennessey St. 
Northport, FL 34291 
scrourk@yahoo.com 
BD 09/05 
Member since 2017                                                     

 HIGGINS, Adele                           856-904-5452 
7529 Wedelia 
Punta Gorda, FL  33955 
adele@adelehiggins.com 
BD 4/13 
Member since 2023 

 HOBBS, Kathleen                         941-875-3695 
222 Martin Dr. NE 
Port Charlotte, FL 33952 
rkhob@cs.com 
BD 6/05                          
Member Since 2006 

 HOENES, Barbara                        941-268-5811 
3465 Melissa Ct  
Punta Gorda, FL 33980-2265 
No email 
BD 07/28 
Member Since 2024 
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 HUNTZICKER, Martha                281-352-3305 
3830 Bal Harbor Blvd. 
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
huntzickermartha@gmail.com 
BD 11/15 
Member Since 2021 

 JASKOWIAK, Mary                    631-525-9731 
2500 Parisian Court                                             
Punta Gorda, FL  33950 
m.jasko@outlook.com 
BD 10/13 
Member Since 2020 

 KULBEDA, Faith                        847-951-3271 
14071 Heritage Landing Blvd. Unit 312 
Punta Gorda, FL 33955 
fkulbeda25@gmail.com 
BD 6/8 
Member Since 2025 

 

 
LANCASTER,  Joanne               941-639-8125    
2101 Gulfview Rd. 
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
jdlanc@gmail.com 
Cell:  941 639-8125 
BD 8/25 
Member Since 2018 

 MARTINEZ, Rosemary               305-321-0877 
870 Haleybury St. 
Port Charlotte, FL 33948 
rose_lee1@comcast.net  
BD 07/08 
Member Since 2021 
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 McELHANEY, Karen                     330-327-3083            
2327 Conway Blvd. 
Port Charlotte, FL 33952 
karenmcelhaney1@gmail.com 
BD 5/29 
Member Since 2016 

 McNEMAR, Shari                          412-841-3880 
22332 Cadet Lane    
Port Charlotte, FL 33952 
Sharimaggiemae@aol.com 
BD 12/19 
Member Since 2018 

 MERTENS, Lori Ann                     941-457-7072 
5878 Swaying Palm Dr. 
Punta Gorda, FL 33982 
ParadiseDreams@live.com 
BD 10/30                                                      
Member Since 2016 

 MEYERS, Claudia                         443-286-0800 
14740 Cherry Blossom Way 
Punta Gorda, FL  33955 
cjsm1111@gmail.com 
BD 10/02 
Member Since 2023 

 MINNUCCI, Marjorie                     410-440-0952      
8938 Tuscany Isles Dr.                
Punta Gorda, FL 33950                             
bajmoke@comcast.net 
BD 12/14 
Member Since 2015 
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 MISCHELL, Laurie                     513-403-7152 
15108 River Birch Ct. 
Punta Gorda, FL 33955 
lauriemischell@gmail.com 
BD 3/26 
Member Since 2023 

 MULLIGAN, Sharon                   315-289-4823 
1524 Casey Key Dr. 
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
kmulllig@twcny.rr.com 
BD 11/9 
Member Since 2020 

 MUNSON, Pat                            941-743-5709 
2715 Lakeshore Circle 
Port Charlotte, FL 33952 
patndave621@hotmail.com 
BD 11/27 
Member Since 2000 

 

 
NORWOOD, Mercedes (Merci)   201-819-3958 
1590 Isle Morada Blvd. #81C 
Punta Gorda, FL 33955 
sewlady48@aol.com 
BD 7/29 
Member Since 2023 

 O’CARROLL, Shirley                  941-740-3343 
1999 Kings Hwy Unit 24C 
Port Charlotte, FL 33980 
shirley.ocarroll@gmail.com 
BD 9/5 
Member Since 2022 
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 O’KEEFFE-KIRCHER, Catherine 708-703-0861 
14120 Poppy Field Loop #2811 
Punta Gorda, FL 33955 
cokircher@att.net 
BD 1/19 
Member Since 2024 

 PACELLI, Mary Ann                     216-513-4924         
14641 Sycamore Ct. Unit 2712 
Punta Gorda, FL  33955 
maryann.pacelli@yahoo.com. 
BD 3/21 
Member since 2023 

 PEARSON, Linda                          305-213-0845 
4210 Deltona Dr. 
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
lpearson277@gmail.com 
BD 3/29 
Member Since 2013 

 PIERCE, Jane                               941-639-7094                                
26220 Feathersound Dr. 
Punta Gorda, FL 33955 
time502000@yahoo.com 
BD 06/23 
Member Since 2010 

 POLSON, Dorothy                         941-815-1901               
18138 Eau Gallie Circle                                
Port Charlotte, FL 33948  
pspol1@hotmail.com  
BD 5/16    
941 235-0704 (landline)                                                                   
Member Since 2014  
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 PUFFER, Kris    
14061 Heritage Landing Blvd. Unit 421 
Punta Gorda, FL 33955 
kris4transformation@gmail.com 
Member Since 2025 

 RECKTENWALD, Carol             585-281-1073 
14436 Riseley Ave 
Port Charlotte, FL 33953 
carolrecktenwald1073@gmail.com 
BD 12/2 
Member Since 2024 

  RUELLE, Mary Lee                     941-575-4839                                                                                       
6909 Rio Tiber Dr.                                                                                   
Punta Gorda, FL 33950                                                 
mulinex@comcast.net                                                                     
BD 7/28                                                                                      
Member Since 2017 

 

 
RYAN, Leslie                               401-580-3758 
3221 Ibis Ct. B3 
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
lesliecryan@gmail.com 
BD 2/28 
Member Since 2021 

 SAY, Ellen                                   941-505-9605 
1750 Jamaica Way  Unit 131 
Punta Gorda, FL  33950 
bruce2el@yahoo.com  
Cell 941 204-1073 
BD 8/12 
Member since 2020 
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 SCANNELL, Maryellen             781-413-6990                                                                 
3221 White Ibis Ct. #C6                                                                                
Punta Gorda, FL 33950                             
mescan3221@gmal.com                                                             
BD 10/28                                                                                                  
Member Since 2019 

 SCHRADER, Kathy                   941-505-0658                                
4030 Bastia Ct.   
Punta Gorda, FL 33950  
BD 6/08 
Member Since 2002 

 SCHROEDER, Sherry              869-412-7871 
26413 Lancer Ln 
Punta Gorda, FL 33983 
tippyron27@gmail.com 
BD 02/17 
Member Since 2023 

 SCHWARTZ, Cheryl                 267-228-0318 
25515 Calusa Dr. 
Punta Gorda, FL 33955 
cms5137@aol.com 
BD 1/14 
Member Since 2022 

 SEBAHAR, Mary                       773-315-9244 
1476 Aqui Esta Drive 
Punta Gorda, FL 33955 
marysebahar@yahoo.com     
BD 4/23 
Member Since 2022 
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 SEVERN, Anna (Annie)              410-456-6162         
1443 Sea Fan Dr. 
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
asevern6675@gmail.com 
BD 7/18 
Member Since 2023 

 SHERBURNE, Kathy                  617-797-5044 
3233 Woodthrush Dr. 
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
Mail: 4 Pleasant St. 
Burlington, MA 01803 
sherby735@gmail.com 
BD 11/18 
Member Since 2024 

  SHOEMAKER, Pat                     561-251-9030 
25249 E Lenox Cir 
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
peshoemaker2@gmail.com 
BD 5/27 
Member Since 2023 

 

 
SMITH, Julie                               860-690-9230  
2280 Gulfview Rd 
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
js1961smith@aol.com 
BD 3/29 
Member Since 2023 

 SMOLEN, Diane                         517-281-8987 
488 Monaco Dr. 
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
dsmolen11@hotmail.com 
BD 4/21 
Member Since 2024 
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 STAVOLA, Victoria (Vicki)        239-572-1009    
3646 Aruba Ct. 
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
vstavola@outlook.com 
BD 1/11 
Member since 2023 

 STERNBERG, Joan                  941-505-8836 
273 Lewis Circle 
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
jcs1948s@aol.com 
BD 7/28 
Member Since 2021 

 SUAREZ, Nancy                       305-772-7067    
3646 Idlewild St. 
Punta Gorda, FL 33980 
Suarez_Nan76@yahoo.com. 
BD 3/01 
Member since 2015 

 SWINFORD, Tippy                    317-445-2959  
12 Alligator Avenue 
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
tippyron27@gmail.com 
BD 5/27 
Member Since 2010 

 TOMPKINS, Suzanne               757-286-8220     
28531 Silver Palm Dr. 
Punta Gorda, FL  33982 
Suz617.st@gmail.com 
BD  
Member Since 2023 
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 VUKOVICH, Lisa                         715-584-6956 
7274 Allamanda Ln. 
Punta Gorda, FL  33955 
lias.a.palmer@icloud.com 
BD 9/14 
Member Since 2022 

 WAGNER, Christine                    215-872-8723 
4009 Black Beauty Dr #222 
Punta Gorda, FL 33955 
babycakes3663@aol.com 
BD 04/20 
Member Since 2024 

  WERON, Maureen                      617-827-0727            
3791 Albacete Circle 
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
atravelpro@gmail.com 
BD 11/14 
Member since 2015 

 

 
WHITNEY, Juanita                      810-241-0528   
27 Amsterdam Ave 
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
whit2w@juno.com 
BD 1/29 
Member since 2023 

 WORDEN, Catherine                  906-440-2526 
25120 Longmeadow Dr. 
Punta Gorda, FL 33955 
catherineworden@gmail.com 
BD 12/25 
Member Since 2022 
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 WORTHINGTON, Deborah       941 204-8444             
15550 Burnt Store Rd. #16 
Punta Gorda, FL 33955 
debworthi@hotmail.com 
BD 7/20 
Member since 2007 

——  OUR IMPACT —— 

General Federation of Women’s Clubs members vary in age, tal-
ents, location, background, and profession, but are united in their 

dedication to actively improve the lives of others. 

60,000+ 
members in affiliated clubs in every state 

 
2,600 

existing volunteer clubs across the globe 
 

130+ 
founded in 1890, GFWC has over a century of history 
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 Carol Edmier 
Member since 2005 

 Lorraine Miller 
Member since 2021 

 Joan Pac 
Member since 2020 
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BYLAWS of 
GFWC Punta Gorda Woman’s Club, Inc. 

 
ARTICLE I – NAME 

 
In accordance with Amendment to Articles of Incorporation of Punta Gorda Woman’s Club, 
Inc., dated April 25, 2007 and filed with the Secretary of State May 10, 2007, the legal 
name of the Corporation is: G.F.W.C. PUNTA GORDA WOMAN'S CLUB, INC., (also 
known as GFWC Punta Gorda Woman’s Club, Inc.) and hereinafter referred to as the 
“Club.”  Said Club is a constituent division of the General Federation of Women’s Clubs 
Florida and the General  Federation of  Women’s Clubs.  

 
ARTICLE II – OBJECT 

 
In accordance with amendment to Articles of Incorporation of Punta Gorda Woman’s Club, 
Inc., dated April 25, 2007 and filed with the Secretary of State May 10, 2007, the Corpora-
tion is organized exclusively for charitable, religious,  educational and scientific  purposes includ-
ing, for such purposes, the making of  distributions to  organizations that qualify as exempt organi-
zations under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or the corresponding section of any 
future Federal tax code. 

ARTICLE III – MEMBERSHIP 
 

Section 1.  Membership in the Club shall be open to any person who desires to  promote 
the objective of the Club as outlined in Article II of these Bylaws. 

Section 2.  A prospective member shall be eligible for active membership after meeting the 
requirement of attending a general meeting and indicating an active interest in the Object 
(Article II) of the Club. 

Section3.  An applicant must be sponsored by an active member.  A written application 
form, signed by the sponsor, together with a check or cash for dues, shall be submitted to 
the Executive Board (hereafter referred to as the “Board”).  Following a review of the appli-
cation and a two-thirds favorable vote of the Board at a legal meeting, the applicant shall be 
elected to membership.  
 
Section 4.  All members are required to serve on no less than one Standing Commit-
tee or Community Service Program as defined in these Bylaws and shall   support or partici-
pate in some way the fund raising activities of the Club.  In addition she shall complete at 
least one Service and Activity Sheet annually.         
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ARTICLE IV – DUES AND FINANCE 

Section 1.  The Fiscal Year of the Club shall be June 1 through May 31. 

Section 2.  The annual Club dues for active members are established by the     member-
ship and are as noted in the Standing Policies and Procedures (also known as Standing 
Rules) and include GFWC and GFWC Florida dues. Dues are payable at the May meeting 
each year.  If the member’s dues are not received by the December meeting, the member 
will be dropped from membership for non-payment of dues. 
 
Section 3.  A memorial gift shall be presented to a Library in memory of a deceased mem-
ber of the Club as authorized by the Board. 
 
Section 4.  As a Delegate attending GFWC Florida Fall Board and/or Convention, the 
President, or her alternate, shall have her registration fees reimbursed by the Club.  
Upon receiving a signed written request, together with the receipt that the fees were 
paid, the Treasurer shall write a check for reimbursement of fees. 
  
Section 5.  A member requesting reimbursement of funds expended for administration 
purposes shall submit such request to the Board for approval.  The request must be on 
a Requisition Form with receipts attached thereto and signed by the member. 
 
Section 6.  All requests for additional funds over fifty ($50.00) dollars above those budget-
ed shall be voted on by the Board. 
 

ARTICLE V – OFFICERS AND ELECTIONS 

Section 1.  The elected officers of the Club shall be a President, First Vice President, 
Second Vice President, Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary and Treasur-
er, and Assistant Treasurer (if appointed by the President). In addition to the Immedi-
ate Past President and the Parliamentarian, the foregoing officers shall constitute the 
Executive Board. 

Section 2.  Elections shall be conducted at the April meeting in even numbered years and 
each officer shall hold office for only one term (two years) or until their successors are elect-
ed except the Treasurer who may serve two consecutive terms (four years).                                                    

Section 3.  If a vacancy occurs in the office of President, the First Vice-President shall 
become President.  If a vacancy occurs in the office of First Vice-President, the Second Vice 
President shall perform the duties of that office. Vacancies in other offices shall be appoint-
ed by the Board to fill the unexpired terms. 

Section 4.  The President, Treasurer, and the Assistant Treasurer, if appointed by the 
President, shall be authorized to sign checks. Only one signature shall be    required.  
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Section 5.   
 A.  The Nominating Committee shall include a Chairperson and two  
       members and shall be elected as follows: The Chairperson shall be  
       elected by the Board at the Board meeting held in January in even         
       numbered years. Two members shall be elected from the general mem    
       bership at the general February meeting in even numbered years.  Current   
  members of the Board are not eligible to serve on the  
       Nominating Committee. 
 

 B.  The Nominating Committee shall present a single slate of officers at             
  the April meeting in even numbered years.  Following the reading of the  
  slate nominations may be made from the floor. 
 

 C.  Elections shall be by ballot. The Nominating Committee Chairperson         
  shall be responsible for preparing the ballots. If a candidate is unopposed,       
  the election may be by voice. There shall be no proxy or electronic          
  voting permitted. 
 
         D.   Officers shall be installed at the Annual (May) meeting in even numbered  
       years, and the two-year term of office shall begin at the close of the May  

       meeting. 
 

ARTICLE VI – DUTIES OF OFFICERS 
 
Section 1.  The President shall: 
 
 A.  Preside at all meetings of the Club and Board. 
 
 B.  Appoint Community Service Program Chairperson, Standing and Special           
      Committee Chairpersons and an Assistant Treasurer, if necessary. 
 
 C.  Appoint a Parliamentarian or Parliamentary Advisor who shall serve on                
      the board with no privilege of voting. 
  
            D.  Be the official delegate of the Club at meetings of the District, State and  
    General Federation. 
 
                  E..  Be ex-officio member of all committees except the Nominating  
     Committee and Audit committee. 
 
               F.  Prepare a list of program dates for the Club meetings and special events for the  
  following Club year and present them for approval by the Board at either the April     
  or May Board meeting.                                                          
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 G.  Upon approval by the Executive Board, sign all contracts and obligating  
       documents concerning the Club. 
 
 H.  Appoint a committee to be responsible for the yearbook, including         
       producing, editing and printing. 
 
 I.   Authorize and sign any disbursement of fifty ($50.00) dollars and under for       
      non-budgeted items. 
 
 J.  Maintain a current record of all Club properties. 
 
 K.  Appoint two (2) members to the Punta Gorda Historical Society Board to                
       serve until their successors are appointed. 
 
 L.  Perform such other duties as outlined in these Bylaws and the                  
      parliamentary authority. 
 
Section 2.  The First Vice-President shall: 
 

 A.  Preside in the absence or disability of the President. 
 
 B.  Assume the office of President if a vacancy occurs in that office. 
 
 C.  Oversee the Chairperson of each Community Service Program.                     
       Obtain reports from Community Service Program Chairpersons, event  
       chairpersons, standing committee chairpersons and member as required,  
                 within two (2) weeks of the date that an event is held. 
 
 D.  Collect all sheets for volunteer hours. 
 
 E.  Perform such other duties as outlined in these Bylaws and the                    
       parliamentary authority. 
 
 Section 3.  The Second Vice-President shall: 
 

 A.  Be Membership Chairperson. 
  
 B.  Preside in the absence or disability of the President and First Vice            
       President. 
  
 C.  Perform such other duties as outlined in these Bylaws and the      
       parliamentary authority. 
  
Section 4.  The Recording Secretary shall: 
 A.  Record the minutes of the Club and the Board meetings and provide     
      copies to the President and Treasurer. 
 .                                         
                                                                                                                   Page 35 
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 B.  Be a signatory on all officially accepted minutes and other documents  
      as requested by the President or Treasurer. 
 
 C.  Perform such other duties as outlined in these Bylaws and the                   
  parliamentary authority. 
 
Section 5.  The Corresponding Secretary shall: 
 
 A.  Attend to correspondence as directed by the President and the Board. 
 
 B.  Be Telephone/Email Committee Chairperson. 
 
 C.  Perform such other duties as outlined in these Bylaws and the                
       parliamentary authority. 
 
Section 6. The Treasurer shall: 
 A. Receive and deposit all funds, including individual payments for             
     luncheons and member dues. 
 
 B.  Be responsible for paying all bills upon authorization. 
 
 C.  Keep an account of all receipts and disbursements and submit monthly  
      reports to the Board and the general membership. 
 
 D.  Make an annual report to the Club. 
  
 E.  Be Chairperson of the Finance Committee. 
 
 F.  Submit all books and papers to the auditor no more than fifteen (15)                 
 days after the close of the fiscal year. 
 
 G.  Be responsible for ordering the Past President’s pin. 
 
 H.  Perform such other duties as outlined in the Bylaws and the                           
 parliamentary authority. 
  
Section 7.  The Assistant Treasurer, if appointed by the President, shall: 
 A.  Be qualified to assume the duties of the Treasurer. 
 
             B.  Perform such other duties as outlined in the Bylaws and the                                        
 parliamentary authority. 
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Section 4.  Special meetings of the general membership may be called by the President 
or by the Board and shall be called upon the written request of twelve members of the 
Club. The purpose of the meeting shall be stated in the call. Except in cases of  emergen-
cy, at least five (5) days notice shall be given. 
 
Section 5.  Quorum:  Fifteen (15) members of the Club shall constitute a "quorum”.  

 
ARTICLE VIII – EXECUTIVE BOARD 

 
Section1.  The Executive Board shall consist of the elected officers, Immediate  Past 
President and Parliamentarian. These individuals, together with one  chairperson of each 
Community Service Program listed in these Bylaws shall be known as "the voting member-
ship of the Board.”  Chairpersons of standing and ad hoc committees may be called to a  
Board meeting at the discretion of the President, if their presence is required to give infor-
mation. These Chairpersons shall have voting rights if present. 
  
Section 2.  The Board shall hold regular meetings the third Wednesday of each month or 
at a time recommended by the President, preceding the regular  monthly Club meeting.  
Special meetings of the Board may be called by the President or may be called upon the 
written request of three Board members.   All members of the Board must be contacted 
and the purpose of the meeting stated.  Except in  cases of emergency, at least two days’ 
notice shall be given.  
 
Section 3.  The Board shall transact all routine business of the Club, create  special com-
mittees to perform tasks that do not belong to any Standing Committee, authorize the ac-
ceptance of all applications for membership, authorize a memorial gift for deceased mem-
bers, authorize payment of  registration fees for those voting delegates attending Fall Board 
and Convention, determine meeting places and dates, change the dates of meetings if 
necessary, elect the Nominating Committee Chairperson, fill vacancies in elective offices 
and the Nominating Committee, and perform such other duties as are specified in these 
Bylaws. 
 
Section 4.  Each officer and chairperson when their term of office is completed shall surrender to her 
successor all property belonging to her office or department  following the May meeting and before 
the Board meets in June. 

ARTICLE VII - MEETINGS 
 
Section 1.  Regular meetings shall be held on the first Friday of each month beginning in 
October and ending after the May meeting unless otherwise authorized by the Board. 
 
Section 2.  The regular meeting in May shall be known as the Annual Meeting and shall 
be for the purpose of installing officers in even numbered years, receiving reports of offic-
ers and committees and for other necessary business related to the membership. 
 
Section 3.  The budget which is prepared by the Finance Committee after the close of 
the fiscal year (May 31) shall be presented for adoption at the June Board meeting. 
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Section 5.  The Board shall remove any officer who misses three consecutive  meetings without valid 
reason or an officer that moves from the immediate district. 
 
Section 6.  A majority of voting membership of the Board members in attendance shall constitute a 
quorum. 

ARTICLE IX – COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAMS  
 

Section 1.  The Community Service Programs shall be: Arts & Culture,  Civic Engage-
ment & Outreach, Education & Libraries, Environment, Health & Wellness.  Each 
chairperson shall appoint a committee which shall be responsible for the assigned month-
ly meeting program including speaker, decorations, luncheon and any activities pertaining 
to that Community Service Program. 
 
Section 2.  The First Vice President shall oversee the Chairperson of each Community 
Service Program. 
 
Section 3. The First Vice President shall collect all Community Service, event and activity 
reports and provide them to the President before the end of December. 

 
ARTICLE X – STANDING COMMITTEES 

 
Section 1.  The Standing Committees shall be as follows: 
 
 A.  BYLAWS:  This committee shall consist of the Past President, President, 
 First Vice President, Parliamentarian/Parliamentary Advisor, and one member 
 from the general membership.  The Committee Chairman shall be appointed 
 by the President. The Chairman will select the member from the general  
 membership. Procedures are outlined in the current, Newly Revised Robert’s 
 Rules of Order.  
 
 B.  MEMBERSHIP:  Second Vice-President shall be the Chairperson                          
 and she shall appoint two additional members from the general membership. 
 This Committee shall:  
 1. Receive all membership applications, issue yearbooks and other 
      materials pertinent to membership; prepare an index card for each  
     applicant showing name, address, telephone numbers (home and       
  cell)  plus northern information if applicable, date of birth, and                         
     indicating  thereon whether current dues are paid and the effective date    
  of  membership.  The application for membership shall be submitted to  
  the  Board, and the Membership Chairperson shall maintain all records      
  of the applications.  Dues and a list of current paid members shall be      
  submitted to the Treasurer.                                                                                  
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2. Provide a copy of the updated membership list to the President,           
 Treasurer, Corresponding Secretary and Board monthly.    

 
3.    Be responsible for providing name tags to all new members, and  

     greeting people at the door.  She shall record the names of any guests 
     and provide them with name tags. A list of members and names of      
  their guests shall be furnished to the President before each regular   
  meeting.  
 
4.   Conduct an orientation meeting for new members twice during a Club year.  

 
C.  FINANCE:  Treasurer shall be the Chairperson.                                                              
 1.  The Vice-President, Assistant Treasurer (if appointed by the                 
   President) and two (2) additional members appointed by the   
    President shall be members of this committee. 
 
 2. The Committee shall prepare a proposed budget for                
      presentation and approval at the June Board meeting. 
 
 3.  The Finance Committee can from time to time submit                 
       supplements to the budget for the current fiscal year. 
 

 D.  TELEPHONE/E-MAIL:  Corresponding Secretary shall be the        
 Chairperson. 

   1. The Chairperson shall appoint members from the general               
  membership to be “Callers. “ 
  
   2. The duties of the Callers will be to telephone/e-mail the                 
  Club members at the request of the Chairperson. 

 
E.  PARLIAMENTARIAN:  This position shall be appointed by the President and 

will have the duties set forth in the Parliamentary Authority.  She will have no 
voting rights. 

  
 F.  WEB-MASTER AND PUBLICITY:  The committee chairperson and the 
 committee members she appoints shall report all meetings and activities to 
 news media and shall be responsible for maintaining the Club's website. 
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G.   LEGISLATIVE:  The committee shall consist of three members, of whom 

one shall study proposed legislative measures pertinent to GFWC and  
GFWC Florida and report its findings at Club meetings. 

 
H.  HISTORIANS:  The committee shall consist of two members from the gen-

eral membership and is charged with attending the monthly meetings of the 
Punta Gorda Historical Society (formerly known as Old Punta Gorda, Inc.). 
This committee shall serve until  successors are appointed.  In  addition, the 
committee shall keep  a brief history of all the Club’s activities. 

 
I.   KITCHEN:  NO COMMITTEE AT THIS TIME  

 
J.  WAYS AND MEANS:  The committee shall be  responsible for      recom-

mending the type of fundraisers which should be held for the     following 
year. These  recommendations shall be submitted to the Board for consider-
ation and scheduling.  
 

       K.  CHAPLAIN:  The Chaplain shall give inspirational moments and  
 devotions at General Meetings 
   
      L.  AUDIT:  The President shall appoint the chairperson and two (2)               
additional members to serve on the committee.                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 

1. This committee is responsible for performing an annual audit in June     
 of  the records of the Treasurer of the Club and shall submit said 
    report to the Executive Board. 
 

2. The Treasurer should never be a member of this committee,           
   although she should be available to answer questions. 

 
3. According to these Bylaws the President is exempt as ex-officio of 

 this committee since she signs checks when the treasurer is not     
 available.                                         
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ARTICLE XI – PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY 

The current edition of Robert's Rules of Order Newly Revised shall govern this 
Club in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent 
with the Club’s governing documents. 

ARTICLE XII – AMENDMENTS 
 

Section 1. These Bylaws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the members present 
and voting at any regular meeting of the Club, provided the proposed amendments have 
been presented at the previous regular meeting or sent to each member at least seven 
days prior to the meeting. Proposed amendments to the Bylaws without previous notice 
shall require a unanimous vote. Voting by proxy or electronically is not permitted. 
  

 
 

 Flori-
da and GFWC National

 
ARTICLE XIII – PROHIBITED ACTIVITIES 

 
In accordance with amendment to Articles of Incorporation of Punta Gorda    Woman’s 
Club, Inc., dated April 25, 2007 and filed with the Secretary of State May 10, 2007, no 
part of the net earnings of the Corporation shall inure to the benefit of, or be distributable 
to its members, trustees, officers, or other private persons, except that the Corporation 
shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services ren-
dered and to make payments and distributions in furtherance of the purposes set forth in 
Article II hereof. No substantial part of the activities of the Corporation shall be the carry-
ing on of propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, and the  Corpora-
tion shall not participate in, or intervene in (including the publishing or distribution of 
statements) any political campaign on behalf of or in opposition to any candidate for pub-

lic office.  Notwithstanding any other provision of these Articles, the Corporation shall 
not carry on any other activities not   permitted to be carried on (a) by a corpora-
tion exempt from Federal Income Tax under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code, or the corresponding section of  any future federal tax code, or 
(b) by a corporation, contributions to which are deductible under Section 170(c)
(2) of the Internal Revenue Code, or the corresponding section of any future Fed-
eral tax code. 
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ARTICLE XIV— DISTRIBUTION UPON DISSOLUTION 
 

In accordance with amendment to Articles of Incorporation of Punta Gorda                                             
Woman’s Club, Inc., dated April 25, 2007 and filed with the Secretary of State May 10, 
2007, upon the dissolution of the Corporation, assets shall be distributed for one or more 
exempt purposes within the meaning of Section 501(c)(3) of the  Internal Revenue 
Code, or the corresponding section of any future federal tax  code, or shall be distributed 
to the Federal government, or to a state of local government for a public purpose. Any 
such assets not so disposed of shall be  disposed of by a court of competent jurisdiction 
of the county in which the  principal office of the Corporation is then located, exclusively 
for such purposes  or to such organization or organizations as said court shall determine 
which  are organized and operated exclusively for such purposes. 
 
Chartered 1925 
Bylaws revised April 5, 1991  
Bylaws amended April 8, 1994  
Bylaws amended October 6, 2000  
Bylaws amended March 5, 2004  
Bylaws amended May10, 2007  
Bylaws amended December 5, 2008  
Bylaws revised March 5, 2010  
Bylaws amended May 7, 2010 
Bylaws revised October 4, 2013  
Bylaws revised April 4, 2014 
Bylaws amended May 5, 2016 
Bylaws amended November 5, 2021 
Bylaws amended November 6, 2024 
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GFWC PUNTA GORDA WOMAN’S CLUB 
STANDING POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

 
1.  The physical address of the Club is 118 Sullivan Street, Punta Gorda, Florida -

33950. The mailing address of the Club is P.O. Box 511783, Punta Gorda, Florida 
-33951-1783.  All official correspondence for the Club must be directed to this post 
office box address. 
 
2.  The regular meetings of the Club shall be the first Friday of each month, Octo-
ber through May. 
 
3.  The Executive Board shall meet the third Wednesday of each month, Septem-
ber through June, unless otherwise changed from time to time in writing by the 
President. 
 
4.  Annual membership dues shall be $50, including GFWC ($15) dues and GFWC 
Florida ($8) dues, and are payable no later than the December  meeting of each 
year. If not paid by the December meeting the member’s membership will be for-
feited. Checks should be made payable to G.F.W.C. Punta Gorda Woman’s Club.  
Dues accompanying an application for membership shall first go to the Member-
ship Chairperson.  All other annual dues shall go directly to the Treasurer who will 
provide a list of payments to the Membership Chairperson on a monthly basis. 
These dues will automatically be changed should GFWC and/or GFWC Florida 
dues change.  
  
5.  Each incoming President shall receive her President’s pin from the Club and 
said pin shall be presented to her by the outgoing President. This pin is passed 
from President to President.  . 
 
6.  Upon completion of her term, the outgoing President shall receive a Past Presi-
dent’s pin from the Club and said pin shall be presented to her by the incoming 
President.  This pin is purchased by the Treasurer. 
 
7.  Members desiring items to be placed on the agenda must notify the  President 
no less than 48 hours prior to the Executive Board meeting. 
 
8.  The Corresponding Secretary shall send cards to all members who are ill or  
hospitalized. Cards shall also be sent to the family of members who have passed 
away, and to any member who has lost someone in their immediate family.   
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9.  As representative to the Fall Board and State Convention, the President of the 
Club, or her alternate, shall have the cost of one room for one night and meals 
paid for if funds are available and the Board approves such  expenditure.  
 
10.  All Community Service Program Chairpersons, Standing Committee      
Chairpersons, and event chairpersons are required to turn in a report to the First 
Vice President within two (2) weeks following their meeting or event in             
accordance with the reporting guidelines provided by the Program Chairperson.  
This includes all Service and Activity Reports, together with volunteer hours. 
 
11.  For audit purposes and closing of the books, all expense reimbursement  
requests must be turned in to the Treasurer no later than May 5. 
 
12.  Any member responsible for Club funds shall present to the Treasurer within 
a 48-hour period following the event all receipts and monies, together with a  
financial statement. 
 
13.  Proxy voting, including verbal, written or electronic, shall not be permitted for 
any reason. In addition, absentee voting will not be accepted. 
 
14.  Past officers shall remain in an advisory capacity for newly elected officers 
for thirty (30) days following installation of the new officers.  
 
15.  The President shall have the authority to approve expenditures for outside 
professional services following a telephone/email vote of approval by a majority 
vote of the Executive Board members.  Such approval must be ratified by the 
Executive Board at its next meeting, be it a regular board meeting or a general 
membership meeting, whichever comes first.  Such a vote shall be recorded in 
the official minutes. 
 
16.  These Standing Policies and Procedures may be amended at any time by a  
majority vote of those present at a regular meeting. 
 
Revised February 6, 1998   
Amended October 6. 2000   
Amended March 5, 2004 
Amended February 2, 2007 
Amended April 4, 2008 
Revised March 5, 2010 
Revised October 4, 2013 
Revised April 4, 2014 
Amended  November 5, 2021                                                                                                       
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NOTES 
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COLLECT 
The Collect was written as a personal prayer by Mary Stewart in 1904.  The 
author then offered the prayer for publication as a club woman’s Collect  be-

cause she felt “women working together for large ends was something new.”  

The first organization to use the Collect was the General Federation of Wom-

en’s Clubs. 
 
 

Keep us, Oh God, from pettiness; 

  let us be large in thought, in word, in deed.           

Let us be done with fault finding and                                                    

leave off self-seeking.  May we put away all                                            

pretense and meet each other face to face,                                            

without self-pity and without prejudice. 

May we never be hasty in  judgment                                                       

and always generous. 

Let us take time for all things; 

  make us to grow calm, serene, gentle. 

Teach us to put into action our better                                                    

impulses, straightforward and unafraid. 

Grant that we may realize it is the little                                                   

things that create differences;  

  that in the big things of life we are at one. 

And may we strive to touch and to know 

  the great, common human heart of us all.  

And, Oh, Lord God,  

  let us forget not, to be kind. 


