GFWC PGWC Board Meeting Minutes February 18, 2026
The meeting was held at  2001 Shreve Street, Punta Gorda, FL 33950.

Meeting called to order at 10:08 AM by President Leslie Ryan
Officers Roll Call 
President: Leslie Ryan
1st Vice President: Deb Gard
2nd Vice President: Catherine Worden
Recording Secretary: Jody Henkel - excused
Corresponding Secretary: Claudia Meyers - excused
Treasurer: Cheryl Schwartz. Assistant Treasurer Mary Brennan
Past President: Beverly Hendrickson
Parliamentarian: Victoria Stavola
Community Service Project Chairs
Environment: Beth Bouquot -excused
Health and Wellness: Kathy Abiri 
Arts and Culture: Mary Ann Pacelli - excused
Civic Engagement and Outreach: Shawn Hernandez
Education and Libraries: Nancy Suarez
Signature Program Domestic Violence: Mary Darling - excused
Special Committee Chairs
Publicity and Website: Cathy Evans
Scholarships: Laurie Mischell
Hospitality: Janice Hanus - excused
Ways and Means: Rosemary Martinez
A quorum was present. 

Board Meeting Approval:  The board meeting minutes recorded by Secretary Jody Henkel on December 17, 2025  as amended were approved and will be filed. The January 21, 2026 board meeting minutes recorded by Acting Secretary, Beverly Hendrickson were approved and will be filed.

President’s Report (Leslie Ryan): Report on a joint meeting with PGHS and our committee was held on February 6. The Historical Society needs about $50,000 to finish and pay for the post hurricane repairs and a new sound system. Requested grants were not received. They asked us about helping them with Fundraisers. If we help, we want it to be a joint effort. The board agreed that it should be an event that would attract community participation like a USO Party or a presentation of some type about Punta Gorda History, etc. This will be referred to the Ways and Means Committee.  We are responsible for having the floors washed after our fundraisers and as needed after meetings. Our club is also responsible for cleaning the kitchen and bathrooms. Mary Ann Pacelli, Chair for the February 28th District 12 Meeting, will hire the floors washed using funds from our District Meeting Budget. 

Motion:  Catherine Worden moved that we develop a procedure outlining our duties as per our contract with PGHS regarding custodial maintenance and other duties that may be outlined in our Contract with PGHS. We need to create a committee to design the procedures by March 1. The motion was seconded by Cheryl Schwartz and passed unanimously.
Catherine Worden, Cheryl Schartz and Rosemary Martinez agreed to be on that committee. 
Leslie was able to find volunteers to go to LEADS. However, LEADS will now be held at the Fall Boards in September 2026 rather than at the Spring Conference this year. 
At the February 6, 2026 General Meeting, Leslie asked for volunteers to be on a newly revitalized Legislative Committee: Deb Gard, Jeannine Polk, Debi Lux volunteered to be on that committee after the meeting. Mary Brennan volunteered for the Legislative Committee.  It was agreed that an email would be sent by the president to all members to find out if there are other members that would like to serve on the Legislative Committee who may not have been at the January meeting. 

A short Executive Meeting was held outside to address an issue.

1st Vice President Deb Gard: A summary report of our club activities was sent to GFWC Florida. She handed out a copy to the members and discussed it. Community Service Project and then in past years. 
There was discussion about reviewing the Standing Rules. A Bylaws committee meeting will be held at Beverly Hendrickson’s house on February 25th at 2:30 PM.

2nd Vice President Catherine Warden. Membership: Three new members were presented to the Board. A March New Member Orientation is planned. New members are Carrol Graddy, Lori Lane-Wade and Teresa Schreiner. Board members reviewed the new member applications. 
Motion: Catherine Worden moved that we accept Carrol Graddy, Lori Lane-Wade and Teresa Schreiner as new members into our club. Nancy Suarez seconded the motion. It passed unanimously.
 
Corresponding Secretary: Claudia Meyers - excused. We received a Congratulations and $100, Amazon gift card from GFWC Port Charlotte WC to help celebrate our 100 Anniversary.
Motion: Nancy Suarez moved that we donate the gift card to a Raffle Basket for the May meeting with the proceeds to go to the Scholarship Fund. Nancy volunteered to make the basket. The motion was seconded by Laurie Mischell and passed. 

Treasurer: Cheryl Schwartz
        Financial reports dated__________________________
        Checking: Beginning balance$____________________ Ending Balance$________________________
        Expenditures$___________________________________ Ending Balance$________________________

Community Service Reports
Arts and Culture: MaryAnne Pacelli: excused.  Mary Ann is the Chair of the District 12 Arts and Crafts meeting at the PGWC on February 28. Mary Ann’s committee reported there will be 35 Arts and Crafts entries representing the three clubs in Charlotte County.  Vets are confirmed to help set-up. Janus Hanus is in charge of the breakfast treats and hospitality. Box lunches will be served. A lottery board will be created for a raffle. Approximately 40 people are registered so far.
 
Civic Engagement and Outreach. Shawn Hernandez. Plans for March 6 General Meeting. Set up with the Vets help at 8:30 AM that morning. The program is a speaker from Back Pack Kidz. Members are asked to bring healthy snacks like pudding cups, snack bars and mac and cheese cups to give to the Back Pack Kidz. 

Education & Libraries: Nancy Suarez.  The speaker is from Imagination Library (Dolly Pardon). We are having the Head Start kids wear their clothes.  Three members turned in forms to volunteer for the Day Care at C.A.R.E. The shifts are 2 hours and you may sign up as desired to work. More volunteers are needed.
Motion: Nancy Suarez moved that the April 3rd  meeting be changed to April 10th because it is Good Friday. The motion was seconded and passed. 
Motion: Nancy Suarez moved that we increase the book budget from $150 to $300 to purchase hard cover books for the Head Start library and coloring/activity books if requested by the teachers. Laurie Mischell seconded. The motion past.
The May General meeting will feature a catered brunch by the Charlotte Technical College Culinary School before the meeting. She will find out the cost. 
Book Club: We will have links to Copperfish Books and Books a Million on our website. 

Health and Wellness. Kathy Abiri. Plans for November 6 General Meeting. The guest speaker will be Victoria Naskale, the Community Engagement Manager for Alzheimer’s Association.
Signature Program Domestic and Sexual Awareness and Prevention. Mary Darling - excused. Karen McElhany, Exec. Director for C.A.R.E., will be the speaker for the October 2, 2026 General Meeting.
Special and Standing Committees: 
Fashion Show March 11. Beth Bouquot -excused. Cathy Evans said we have about 16 tickets left.
Baker Street Boys Clothing: Laurie Mischell: Bring the clothing for the Head Start Boys if you signed up. 
Scholarships Laurie Mischell: The committee is formed. They have $15,000 to award and will determine the amount of each scholarship and the recipients. We will invite the scholarship winners to come to receive their certificates. 
Ways & Means : Rosemary Martinez: The La Petit Pastry and Tea Room social outing for February 20th is set. Wine Tasting. March 25th has 6 reservations left. Please pay the $30, if you have not. 
Our club has joined the Charlotte County Chamber of Commerce. Rosemary has been posting our events on their calendar and placing our fundraising flyers at their office. We have a chance to Sponsor the 1st Wednesday Coffee in August. The cost is $400 and our representative is able to speak to the group for five minutes. This is an opportunity for us to potentially find more local business sponsors for events like our golf tournament.
Motion:  Rosemary Martinez moved that we sponsor the August 2026 first Wednesday Coffee for $400. The motion was seconded and passed.
Publicity: Cathy Evans. Web Page, Facebook, publicity. Our website has been entered into the GFWC Florida Competition. Look for the Roster on the website. The Heritage Landing community has offered our club lots of support for our fundraisers. They are having a Heritage Landing lady’s Golf Tournament. We have an opportunity to sponsor a hole for $100.
Motion: Cathy Evans moved that we sponsor a golf hole for $100 at The Heritage Landing Ladies Golf Tournament. The motion was seconded and passed.
Old Business:
New Business: 
Ellen Say was chair of the Sullivan Street Fair. We need a freezer for ice. Beth Magnum of the PGHS has agreed to purchase one if we provide the money.
Motion: Catherine Worden moved that we pay up to $300 for a small chest freezer for the PGWC kitchen once the purchase receipt is received. The motion was seconded and passed. 

Ellen Say is our Nomination Committee Chair for the 2026-2028 term. Our Bylaws state that Executive Board members may serve one two-year term, except the Treasurer who may serve two consecutive terms. She would like to be able to appoint existing board members for additional terms if possible.
Motion: Cheryl Schwartz moved that Bylaws Committee consider having two consecutive terms an option for executive board positions. The motion was seconded by Shawn Hernandez. The motion passed. The request will be forwarded to the Bylaws committee. 

Beth Bouquot asked Holly Gunsher to ask about addition funds for the Punta Gorda Garden Club to purchase plants for the PGWC side garden. She mentioned $500 to $750. Cathy Evans said the PGGC had just made $15,000 in a fundraiser. Shawn Hernandez stated that we had just given them $500 for the plants in front of the building. It was decided to wait before acting on providing additional contributions to PGGC.

   
Motion to adjourn at 12:14 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
Beverly Hendrickson, Acting Recording Secretary
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