GFWC PGWC _September 17, 2025, Board Meeting Minutes. Punta Gorda, FL.
Meeting called to order at 10:33 a.m.
Officers Roll Call
President: Leslie Ryan
1st Vice President: Deb Gard (excused)
2* Vice President: Catherine Worden  (excused)
Recording Secretary: Jody Henkel 
Corresponding Secretary: Claudia Meyers
Treasurer: Cheryl Schwartz
Past President: Beverly Hendrickson - 
Parliamentarian: Vicki Stavola
Community Service Project Chairs
GFWC Signature Program: Domestic Violence Awareness and Prevention: Mary Darling
Health and Wellness: Kathy Abiri  (excused)
Arts and Culture: Mary Ann Pacelli (excused) 
Civic Engagement and Outreach: Shawn Hernandez -  (excused)
Education and Libraries: Nancy Suarez
Recording Secretary: The May 2025 Board Meeting minutes were approved.
President's Report (Leslie Ryan):
Leslie introduced two new board members--Vicki Stavola, Parliamentarian and Mary Brennan, Assistant Treasurer.
PGWC had no representatives at Leads. Due to our increased membership we now receive one more vote at convention. We will be looking for one more board member to attend in the Spring.
The historical Society building’s renovations are not complete.  The floors will be refinished in October.  The October board meeting will need to be moved.
The plants in the garden in the front and side of the building were damaged due to the tenting of the building for termite extermination.  The Women’s Garden Club is asking for donations to replace the plantings.
The 100th Anniversary of the Club is September 17, 2025.  The celebration will be held November 14th from 1 to 4 at the Historical Society Building at 118 Sullivan St.  Libby Schaefer will be the presenter. She authored the book The Ladies of Punta Gorda. Charlotte County created a proclamation for the 100th Anniversary which they presented to GFWC PGWC.
Rosemary Martinez made a request for the PGWC to join the Charlotte County Chamber of Commerce. The group is more active than Punta Gorda’s Chamber and has far more reach.  Beverly Hendrickson made a motion to join the Charlotte County Chamber of Commerce at a cost of $240.  Claudia Meyers seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.
1st Vice President Deb Gard: Bylaws Committee
A review of all bylaws has been completed.  The changes will be presented to the membership at a special meeting later.
2nd Vice President Catherine Worden: 
New member orientation is scheduled for November 12.
Corresponding Secretary, Claudia Meyers – 
All birthday correspondence has been sent.
Treasurer’s Report, Cheryl Schwartz – 
· Financial Reports Dated   Aug 31, 2025
· Beginning Cash Balance May 31, 2025  $34,791.24
Ending Cash Balance Aug 31, 2025  $57,353.05
Increase is related to deposits related to Golf & Give fundraiser.  Expenditures for period were approx. $1800.
· The conversion to Quickbooks has been completed. Tracking of expenses and reporting have been improved substantially.
· The audit committee made up of Mary Brennan, Vicki Stavola and Mary Sebahar was completed.  The accounting records were found to be in good order.  The Audit committee made two recommendations.
· 1. All expense distributions must be supported by a completed expense report and not just a receipt.
· All payments to the GFWC need to be substantiated with emails or other forms of support.
Community Service Reports 
GFWC Signature Program, Domestic Violence Awareness and Prevention, Mary Darling:
A service project has been started for volunteers at the CARE Daycare Facility.  Details to Follow.
The CARE luncheon is at the Port Charlotte Yacht Club on October 9th   .  The cost of a ticket is $25.  Other donations will be welcomed.
Environment: Beth Bouquot 
No Report

Health and Wellness, Kathy Abiri:
Christopher Parent from Tidewell Hospice will present at October General Meeting.

Arts and Culture, Mary Ann Pacelli: 
No Report
Civic Engagement and Outreach by Shawn Hernandez
No Report
Education and Libraries by Nancy Suarez:
PGWC Book Club will be held on the 2nd Monday of every month at the PGWC Historical Society Building.  We have 13 members.  More participants would be welcomed.  The book they will be discussing is The Hotel at the Corner of Sweet and Bittersweet.  November’s book is Land Remembered.
Special and Standing Committees
Hospitality, Janice Hanus:
Janus will not be available for the October or November meetings.  Requested 3 people to provide breakfast snacks for October general meeting.  Cathy Evans, Leslie Ryan and Laurie Mischell will provide.
November meeting will be a potluck of Blue Zone Recipes.
Publicity, Cathy Evans:
Connie continues to add information to the website.  We ask all board members to review data pertaining to their committees.  If you need anything added or changed, reach out to info@ puntagordawomansclub.com.
A financial component has been added to the website.  It is called Zeffy.  Through Zeffy we can collect dues, sell tickets for fundraisers, etc. We caution all users that when checking out the fee at the bottom of your cart can be zeroed out by clicking on the drop down and selecting Other.  Put a zero in the spot.
Veteran’s Village Committee, Holly Gunsher:
The Veteran’s ate well this summer.  The ladies of Heritage Landing provide a barbecue in June, a pulled pork dinner in July, Gourmet pizza and pasta in August and Home Cooked Meatloaf in September.  Thank you to all of those who cooked both PGWC members and nonmembers.  In October, we will be serving Chili and cornbread.
Fundraisers, Rosemary Martinez:
A discussion regarding a change to general meetings to have fewer asks of our members.  Moving forward we will have less donation requests at meetings to avoid overwhelming the membership.  The funds will be made up with larger fundraisers. 
The fundraising committee will make a recommendation to the board regarding if volunteers will need to buy tickets to attend events.
The fundraising committee would like to increase the gift cards given to each veteran at Christmas from $25 to $100.  This will be discussed after fall fundraisers to determine if the funds will be available.
Golf & Give, Jody Henkel/Cathy Evans: Event will be held Heritage Landing Golf & Country Club.  All tickets are sold out.  Several sponsors have been found to help offset costs.  We expect to surpass our goal of $3,000.
Sparkle & Sip, Cathy Evans/Jody Henkel: Event will be held at A Touch of Vermont.  Tickets are $60.  After a week of sales we have sold 31 tickets.  We can sell 150 tickets.  We have 1100 pieces of donated jewelry.  
New Business:
Cathy Evans moved that a donation of $500 be made to Women’s Garden Club to replace the lost plants in the Historical Society Building gardens.  Claudia Meyers seconded the motion.  All approved.
Jody Henkel moved to accept the new member applications of Arlene Wittig and Darla Lloyd.  Claudia Meyers seconded.  All approved.					
Meeting Adjourned    12:41
Minutes respectfully submitted by Jody Henkel
