GFWC PGWC, December 17, 2025, Board Meeting Minutes. PGICA Building, Punta Gorda, FL.
Meeting called to order at 10:01a.m.
Officers Roll Call
President: Leslie Ryan
1st Vice President: Deb Gard 
2nd Vice President: Catherine Worden
Recording Secretary: Jody Henkel 
Corresponding Secretary: Claudia Meyers
Treasurer: Cheryl Schwartz
Past President: Beverly Hendrickson 
Parliamentarian: Vicki Stavola
Community Service Project Chairs
GFWC Signature Program, Domestic Violence Awareness and Prevention: Mary Darling(Excused)
Arts and Culture: Mary Ann Pacelli 
Civic Engagement and Outreach: Shawn Hernandez
Education and Libraries: Nancy Suarez
Environment: Beth Bouquot
Health and Wellness: Kathy Abiri (Excused) 
Recording Secretary: Jody Henekl
Board Meeting minutes vote to approve. November meeting minutes approved with a correction to spelling of Punta Rassa.
President's Report, Leslie Ryan:
Participation in Punta Gorda Christmas Parade was a success.  We had many members attend.  We gave out 230 books and over 300 candy canes.
Delivery of gifts to Brookdale was accomplished.  Thirty gifts were presented.  Nine carolers and a Ukelele player serenaded the residents.
1st Vice President Deb Gard: Bylaws Committee
New bylaws are complete and posted to website.  Yearend reporting will start now.  Notifications will be going to anyone who ran an event.  The online form is being tested.  We will use the $35 per hour for reporting value of volunteer hours.
2nd Vice President Catherine Worden: 
Two new Members Jeanine Polk and Adrienne Krueger.  Older members need information about what is Club is doing.  They do not use website so they feel that they are not getting adequate information.  Board members need to make themselves more visible.  Twenty members are eligible to receive pins at ceremony in January.
Corresponding Secretary, Claudia Meyers
We have received many thank you notes from the charities that we gave funds to in December. The Woman’s Club of Fort Meyers Beach is requesting a donation to get their Club up and going.  They are not affiliated with GFWC.  We will hold off donating until they are part of GFWC.
Treasurer’s Report, Cheryl Schwartz
Deposits - $1043 $800 Dues; $300 Donation to Replenish Library Funds
In budgeting process we will need to budget additional monies for Christmas Parade.
Cheryl will not be January General meeting or Mahjongg fundraiser.
Mary Brennan needs access to full report so she can track membership information.  Cathy Evans will follow up.

Community Service Reports 
GFWC Signature Program: Domestic Violence Awareness and Prevention, Mary Darling:
No Report
Arts and Culture, Mary Ann Pacelli: 
January meeting will be the Arts competition.  All judges have confirmed. Breakfast foods will be arranged by Janus Hanus.
We will host the February 28th District Meeting.  The District Arts Competition will be held during this meeting.  PGWC are responsible for judging, food and small gifts. We will charge $25 for lunch.  We need to coordinate with Joyce Powell.
Civic Engagement and Outreach, Shawn Hernandez:
No Report
Education and Libraries, Nancy Suarez:
Trying to organize the volunteers for Day Care. A background check will have to be completed.
Book Club is currently reading the Housemaid by Freida McFadden.
Environment: Beth Bouquot 
ECO Glen Hornbuckle to present at February meeting.  He will need AV Equipment.  Beth will schedule a group tour for Club if there is enough interest.
When turning in plastic, please email or text the no of lbs being turned in. Send pictures.
There will be plenty of cookies for Vets.  Also,
 enough volunteers are available to plate the cookies.
Health and Wellness, Kathy Abiri
No Report
Special and Standing Committees
Veteran’s Village Committee, Holly Gunsher:
December meal is all set. Evans family will donate spiral ham and other members will supply all of the sides.
Fundraisers, Rosemary Martinez:
Mahjongg, January - Martha Huntzicker/Leslie Ryan
Forty-two tickets have been sold.  Limit is 72. We need 18 Mahjongg sets.  If you have one that we can use, please let us know.  Committee is looking for volunteers to provide finger foods.  Sparkle & Sip will be selling jewelry.
Sullivan St. Fair, January 17 & 18 –Ellen Say
More baked goods are needed.  Everything else is covered.  Set up will be the 16th. Leslie ordered a tent for outside so that we can have a presence out in the street.  Sparkle & Sip will be selling jewelry.

Bingo, February 13-Rosemary Martinez	 
Capacity is 85.  Tickets are available online. Need baskets and goodies.  Sparkle & Sip will be selling jewelry.

Spring Fling Fashion Show, March 11- Beth Bouquot
Tickets are on sale online. $60 per ticket or a Table of 10 for $550.  The committee is working hard to get the event organized.

Old Business
Flight of Honor, Shawn Hernandez. Flight is scheduled for March 11.  A dinner and orientation will be held March 10.  Send off will be at 5:30am.  Flight will return to Lakeland on March 11th.
Membership Count, Cheryl Schwartz.  We budgeted for 86 members and we turned an actual membership count of 86 members.  We paid $2,123 for membership dues and contributions to charitable organizations.
Historical Society, Deb Gard. The next joint meeting of the Historical Society and PGWC is scheduled for January 14 from 3 to 5.  Leslie Ryan, Deb Gard, and Beverly Hendrickson will attend.  The historical society has a website that you can go to show interest and get a newsletter.  The electrical work will be completed in January at a cost of $15,000.  Action item for Deb Gard is to get a copy of the deed from Charlotte County.
Timeline of Interactions with Historical Society
December 18, 2024, Leslie Ryan to deliver a copy of the agreement and a letter requesting representation on joint committee.
April 29, 2025, Leslie Ryan actually delivered letter and agreement to Historical Society.
October 1, 2025, First meeting of Joint committee. Three Representatives from PGWC attended. Leslie Ryan, Deb Gard and Cheryl Schwartz met with two people from the Historical Society.  No formal meeting agenda.
Historical Society(HS) is a 501c(3).  PGWC has asked for some shared control over the building. HS has made it very clear that PGWC can hold their meetings at the building for free but will not have any other control even though deed allows for it. Agreement states that we should cooperate over the use of the building.  HS has stated that the agreement we have is the the correct one.  Deb Gard will get actual deed from Charlotte County.



New Business
Nominating Committee, Leslie Ryan.  The president has asked Ellen Say to head up the nominating committee.  Per the Bylaws this appointment can be voted on the board in January. Two committee members will be identified and then voted on in February board meeting.
Membership Committee.  Cathy Evans made a motion that Catherine Worden remain as the 2nd Vice President for the remainder of the term.  Cheryl Schwartz seconded the motion. 
Investing of Excess Funds.  Cathy Evans asked that we consider investing excess funds in a vehicle that would yield a higher interest rate.  She recommended an investment that has a higher rate and that funds would be available after 7 days.  Cheryl Schwartz will investigate.


Meeting Adjourned      11:59am            
Minutes respectfully submitted by Jody Henkel

