GFWC PGWC 10/03/2025, General Meeting Minutes. Punta Gorda, FL.
Meeting called to order at 10:30 a.m.
Officers Roll Call
President: Leslie Ryan
1st Vice President: Deb Gard 
2* Vice President: Catherine Worden(excused)
Recording Secretary: Jody Henkel 
Corresponding Secretary: Claudia Meyers
Treasurer: Cheryl Schwartz
Past President: Beverly Hendrickson - 
Parliamentarian: Vicki Stavola
Community Service Project Chairs
GFWC Signature Program: Domestic Violence Awareness and Prevention: Mary Darling
Arts and Culture: Mary Ann Pacelli 
Civic Engagement and Outreach: Shawn Hernandez
Education and Libraries: Nancy Suarez
Environment: Beth Bouquot(excused)
Health and Wellness: Kathy Abiri(excused)
Recording Secretary: General Meeting minutes from 05/02/2025 were approved by quorum of 44 members and 2 guests.
President's Report (Leslie Ryan):
Two successful fundraisers were held since the May meeting.  Rosemary Martinez hosted a BINGO event and Beverly Hendrickson hosted a wine tasting at Total Wine in Port Charlotte.
Ellen Say hosted the annual summer cookout bringing members together for a memorable gathering.
The Bylaws Committee led by Deb Gard worked hard throughout the summer to update the Club Bylaws.
The 100th Anniversary led by Beverly Hendrickson met to plan our celebration scheduled for November 14th.
Rosemary Martinez met throughout the summer with her committees to plan both the Golf & Give  and the Sparkle & Sip cochaired by Jody Henkel and Cathy Evans.
AT the board meeting on 9/17/2025, two new board members were introduced-Mary Brennan, Assistant Treasurer and Vicki Stavola, Parliamentarian.
Due to the damage to the Woman’s Club gardens caused by the termite tenting, the Board voted to donate $500 to the Garden Club for replanting. A new sprinkler system will be installed.  Our Club flower, the yellow hibiscus, will be included in the garden.
Donations were made to Punta Gorda/Port Charlotte Library for book purchase in a memorial to recently deceased members Joan Pac and Lisa Vukovich.
The President attended the GFWC Florida’s Fall Board of Director’s Meeting.  Seven new Clubs were added to the Federation-3 Woman’s Clubs, 3 Juniorate Clubs and 1 Junior Club.
Thank you to all for your contributions today to CARE and the fall fundraisers,
1st Vice President Deb Gard: Bylaws Committee
Service Community Forms are available online.  All Chairpersons of an activity must complete online.
Bylaws committee worked through summer to update the Club’s bylaws.  Compared the bylaws with other chapters to make sure that we were aligned.  A special meeting is required to approve all of the changes.  A special meeting of the general membership is scheduled for October 15th. A quorum of 15 people must be present.
2nd Vice President Catherine Worden: Excused
Corresponding Secretary, Claudia Meyers – No Report
Treasurer’s Report, Cheryl Schwartz – 
· Financial Reports Dated 09/30/2025
· Deposits Operating account          $56,693.50
                    Money Market account $ 8,156.14
Large increase of over $30,000 due to Golf & Give and Sparkle & Sip Fundraisers 
Restricted Balances have increased by $380 due to donations to CARE and Charlotte Care Center.  New accounting system is easy to work with and the reporting is more advanced than old system.


Community Service Reports 
GFWC Signature Program: Domestic Violence Awareness and Prevention: Mary Darling
CARE Luncheon on October 9th.  The giving tree for Brookdale Senior Care will be available at November meeting.  Tags will describe gifts requested by Seniors.  Members will take tags and purchase gifts to return in December.  Caroling will be done when gifts are delivered.  In November, Restoring Oaks will present on human trafficking.
Arts and Culture, Mary Ann Pacelli: No Report
Civic Engagement and Outreach, Shawn Hernandez: No Report
Education and Libraries, Nancy Suarez:
Book Club meet the 2nd Monday of the Month at 10am in the Historical Society Building. There are 13 members.  The October book is the Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet.  The November book will be A Land Remembered.
CARE daycare needs volunteers to care for children. Sign up with Nancy Suarez.  Certification is required to volunteer more than 10 hours per week.  No certification is required if you volunteer for fewer hours.
Environment: Beth Bouquot  
Mary Brennan presented on Beth’s behalf.  The program Recycle Beyond the Bag has a plastic bag challenge.  If we can collect 1000 lbs of plastic in 12 months we can earn a bench made of recycled plastic.  The plastic to be collected are grocery bags, bread bags, bubble wrap, dry cleaner bags, plastic shipping bags, cereal bags, case over wraps and zip lock bags.  Collection sites will be at the Historical Society building and two others to be determined.

Health and Wellness, Kathy Abiri: No Report
Special and Standing Committees
Veteran’s Village Committee, Holly Gunsher:
Summer meals were continued through generosity of Heritage landing members and friends.  October meal will be Chili and Cornbread.  Sign up for October 24th meal is being passed around.  

Fundraisers, Rosemary Martinez:
Golf & Give: Jody Henkel/Cathy Evans 
Committee has been planning event all summer.  We have several sponsors and many donations from local businesses.  Event has 120 golfers and 148 dinner guests.  $10,000.  It should be a fun day.
	Sparkle & Sip: Cathy Evans/Jody Henkel
Sparkle & Sip is scheduled for November 11from 4 to 8 at Touch of Vermont. We have sold 56 out of 120 tickets.  Eleven hundred pieces of jewelry have been donated.  The committee is working on obtaining sponsors and donors.  Tickets are $60.  Please join us for a fun night that supports the Club’s initiatives.
Publicity, Cathy Evans:  
Connie continues developing our website. It has a 98% performance score for engaging visitors.  We have had over 13000 hits so far.  Please check it out for membership information and the calendar.
New Business
Nancy Suarez made a motion to nominate Beverly Hendrickson for Director District 12.  Claudia Meyers seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously approved.
The audit committee consisting of Vicki Stavola, Mary Brennan and Mary Sebahar found the financial records to be in good order.  Two recommendations from the committee are reimbursement forms should be submitted for all debit/credit card purchases and that the payments to GFWC need to be documented.
Cheryl Schwartz introduced the idea of increasing the Veteran’s gift card from $25 to $100.  Fundraisers identified Veterans as a group that donations would be collected for.  Based on already budgeted monies for Veterans that are not being used for meals, the additional funds needed to meet this initiative is $1000.  The idea will be presented and voted on at the next board meeting. 

Meeting Adjourned 12:29pm
 Minutes respectfully submitted by Jody Henkel

