GFWC Punta Gorda Woman's Club 
January 3, 2025 General Meeting Minutes 

The meeting was held at the Realtor Board Building, 320 Loveland Blvd, called to order at 10:52 by President Leslie Ryan.

Devotional: Kathleen Hobbs 
Pledge of Allegiance: Shawn Hernandez 

Officers Roll Call 
President: Leslie Ryan 
1st Vice President: Deb Gard 
2nd Vice President: Catherine Worden 
Recording Secretary: Ellen Say 
Corresponding Secretary: Claudia Meyers 
Treasurer: Cheryl Schwartz 
Past President: Beverly Hendrickson 
Parliamentarian: Maureen Weron 
Community Service Project Chairs 
Environment: Beth Bouquot 
Health and Wellness: Kathy Abiri (excused)
Arts and Culture: Mary Ann Pacelli 
Civic Engagement and Outreach: Shawn Hernandez 
Education and Libraries: Nancy Suarez 

Special Committee Chairs 
Veterans Issues: Holly Gunsher 
Publicity: Renee Errington (excused) 
Scholarships: Laurie Mischell 
Hospitality: Janice Hanus 
Ways and Means: Rosemary Martinez 
Head Start: Tippy Swinford 
Sullivan Street Fair: Mary Jaskowiak, Ellen Say, Mary Sebahar 
GFWC Signature Program: Domestic Violence Awareness and Prevention: Mary Darling 

Acceptance of Minutes:  With a total of 41 member attendees and 4 guests, a quorum was established. The December 2024 General Meeting minutes emailed to all members were approved with one correction/update from Nancy Suarez.  Correction:  The Tiki fashion show tickets will be available for sale in February not January as stated in minutes.

Officer Reports 
President Leslie Ryan: No PGWC Sullivan Street building repair updates, February  7, 2025 meeting will need to be held off site.  The Mahjong tournament in February will need to be relocated, maybe back to the Civic Center.  Mention of member Joan Pac passing New Years Eve.
Deb Gard: No update.
Catherine Worden: In the spirit of getting to know our fellow members Catherine drew four names from a teapot, those four members are to gather and get to know one another.  Provide a photo of the four together with the teapot.  New member welcome ceremony was held for Diane Smolen and Carol Reckenwald. Catherine will hold new member orientation at her home, date tbd.  
Cheryl Schwartz: The Money Market Account balance is $8153.09. The Checking  Account balance is $25,739.55. 
Claudia Meyers: No update.
Beth Bouquot:  March 2025 meeting will bePeace River Wildlife Center, Beth requested meeting volunteers. 
Kathy Abiri (represented by Leslie Ryan): Blue Zone Project walk starts week of January 6, 30 minute walk will be Mon/Wed/Fri at 9:00 a.m. from PGWC Sullivan Street location.  Leslie would like the Heritage Landing members to organize a walk.
Mary Ann Pacelli: The Arts and Crafts Competition - seven members submitted beautiful entries.               
Shawn Hernandez: We will have recruiters from Military Services at our February 7h meeting to discuss  the benefits of military service.  Need location for meeting.  Meeting will be bring a bag lunch, coffee and drinks will be provided.

Special and Standing Committee:
Signature Program: Mary Darling.  Thank you to all of the members who participated in the Giving Tree and CARE initiative, Brookdale and CARE residents were appreciative.  Several members also caroled the residents at Brookdale.
Hospitality: Janice Hanus.  Thanks to all.
Sullivan Street Fair:  Mary Sebahar.  January 18-19, we will have limited access to our building for the event.  Will be serving tuna and egg salads in a cup with spoon, baked goods and possibly hot dogs.  Leslie is working on getting an tent.  Baked goods to be delivered Friday afternoon with time for the committee to package them.  Sign up sheet was passed for volunteers to work the weekend event.
Veterans Committee:  Holly Gunsher.  Veterans enjoyed a festive holiday meal and were beyond appreciative for the meal and gift cards.  Beth Bouquot organized 25 incredible trays of cookies/desserts from Heritage Landing, Veterans were delighted.  Veterans would like to have the piano in the PGWC, and need transport of the piano to the Veterans Village.
Way and Means:  Rosemary Martinez.  February Wine tasting event to be postponed, to be rescheduled when we have a location.
Tiki Fashion Show: Beth Bouquot.  March 12, 2025 - Color Your World.  Fashion sponsor will be  Anthony's.  Tickets $50 or $350 for table of eight.  Sign up sheets for baskets, door prizes and donations circulated for volunteers.
Karen McElhaney:  Free Human Trafficking Event  January 16, 9-12 at the Charlotte Harbor Event Center



Program:  Art and Craft Competition  Seven members submitted entries.
Blue Ribbons (these will go on to the District competition:)
Peg Healy        Category Paper Crafts           Hand made greeting cards
Peg Healy        Category Scrapbooking        Handmade Scrapbook
Lori Ann Mertens    Category Painting  special    Etched Art picture
Martha Huntzicker    Category Combination    Counted Cross Stitch quilt
Jackie Boutin            Category Painting, watercolor    Giraffe painting
Juanita Whitney        Category Jewelry        Beaded Necklace
Juanita Whitney        Category Hand Embroidery    Table Runner
2nd place Red Ribbons:
Eileen Crum        Category Paper Crafts        Embroidery cards
Juanita Whitney        Category Jewelry            Butterfly Bracelet (beaded)
Best in show:
#1  Jackie Boutin            Category Painting, watercolor    Giraffe painting
#2  Martha Huntzicker    Category Combination    Counted Cross Stitch quilt
#3  Peg Healy        Category Paper Crafts           Hand made greeting cards


Collect:  Kathleen Hobbs 
Motion to Adjourn: The meeting was adjourned at 11:57am 

Minutes submitted by Claudia Meyers


