GFWC PGWC Board Meeting Minutes
 January 21, 2026 10 AM, 2001 Shreve St. , Punta Gorda 
The Meeting called to order at: 10:10 AM by President Leslie Ryan
Officers Roll Call 
President: Leslie Ryan
1st Vice President: Deb Gard
2nd Vice President: Catherine Worden-excused
Recording Secretary: Jody Henkle-excused
Corresponding Secretary: Claudia Meyers-excused
Treasurer: Cheryl Schwartz    Assistant Treasurer: Mary Brennan
Past President: Beverly Hendrickson
Parliamentarian: Victoria Stavola
Community Service Project Chairs
GFWC Signature Program: Mary Darling -excused
Environment: Beth Bouquot 
Health and Wellness: Kathy Abiri 
Arts and Culture: Mary Ann Pacelli
Civic Engagement and Outreach: Shawn Hernandez
Education and Libraries: Nancy Suarez-excused
Special Committee Chairs
Veteran’s Issues: Holly Gunsher
Publicity, Website: Cathy Evans
Scholarships: Laurie Mischell
Hospitality: Janice Hanus
Ways and Means: Rosemary Martinez

Approval of Board Meeting minutes for December17, 2025 will be delayed until the February Board Meeting.

President’s Report (Leslie Ryan):
Our club is now a member of the Charlotte County Chamber of Commerce. New members were recognized with a Plaque which Leslie received and showed to the board. At the meeting she was asked to give an overview of the club which she did. Rosemary Martinez also attended the meeting with her. She also told members that Sponsorships were available for the Fashion Show in March. Two or three members will be asked to attend each chamber meeting for networking.
The Sullivan Street Fair was a success even if it was closed early Sunday because of the windy weather. It is one of our Civic outreach projects. 
The Punta Gorda Historical Society sent a list of cleaning duties and wants to charge us $125 for cleaning. The scheduled joint committee meeting between PGHS and PGWC was canceled by President Beth Magnum. We are waiting to hear of the rescheduled date. Issues need to be resolved.

Officer’s Reports:
1st Vice President Deb Gard: The Bylaws have been completed. Deb is still needing several reports from members and chairs of events before she can complete her report which must be submitted by January 31st.
2nd Vice President Catherine Worden: Membership Report. In Catherine’s absence, Mary Brennen submitted applications for four new members: Deborah Lux, Diane Kindle, Janette Sorenson and Ellen Mughal. The applications were passed around for review. 
Motion: Deb Gard moved that we accept the four members who submitted applications into the club. The motion was seconded and passed.
Corresponding Secretary: Claudia Meyers – excused: No report.
Treasurer: Cheryl Schwartz: Cheryl gave a preliminary report stating that she made deposits of $3,388 and $1,307 in 2026. The online purchases for Fashion Show Tickets were $8,955 and approximately $2000 for other tickets, etc.
Assistant Treasurer: Mary Brennan

Agenda : 
· Beth Bouquot: General Meeting Environment, February 6. Speaker: Glen from the ECHO Global Farm.  Beth Bouquot asked when the speaker should arrive.  It was determined that he would speak immediately after the President’s report.

· Rosemary Martinez: Blossom & Brie Tea Room is scheduled for 1/22 with several members attending. The Bingo Fundraiser is Feb. 13 we still need to sell more tickets. Many planning to attend will order tickets online. The computer bingo game was donated to Rosemary and she wants to have it downloaded on the club computer. That will be attempted. The Wine Tasting Event is 3/25 at Total Wine. A donation of $30 or more per attendee is requested. There is still room for about a dozen more attendees.

· Mary Ann Pacelli: District Arts and Crafts Meeting is February 28 at PGWC. MaryAnn Pacelli is the Chair, but will be unable to attend. She has made plans; her committee has volunteered to get everything set up using decorations from the 100th Anniversary. We will have morning snacks and box lunches. A share the wealth raffle and a lottery ticket basket will be available.                                                                                                                                        
Motion: Mary Ann Pacelli moved that the club donate $100 for the basket, purchasing $50 worth of Scratch Off tickets and a $50 bill. The motion was seconded and passed.

· Holly Gunsher: Veterans’ meal January 23, February 27: She is having Sloppy Joes and Cathy Evans has people who volunteered to bring all the sides. Cathy talked to the Mission BBQ owners in Port Charlotte who have agreed to prepare and bring everything for the February meal.

· Shawn Hernandez: Civic Engagement, March 6 Meeting, The Back Pack Kidz representative, Kim Devine will present a 15–20-minute program starting at 11:30 AM. Club members are asked to bring individual snacks like pudding cups, protein bars or crackers to the March meeting as a donation. Shawn has a Basket for raffle and will have Share the Wealth. Laurie Mischell said that the tags for the Headstart Boys Clothing will be passed out at the February meeting. Clothing will be collected at the March meeting. She asked Shawn to set up a table for her to collect the Headstart Kids clothing. Shawn agreed. 

· Fundraiser: Fashion Show March 11. Beth Bouquot, Chair, reported that 17 tables worth of tickets have been sold. Some committee members and the models will be seated in chairs rather than at a table. She expects it to be sold out. They have a Hibiscus Sponsor and a Daffodil Sponsor and expect to have more corporate sponsors. 

· Report on Mahjongg Tournament: Martha Huntzicker, Chair, excused. Leslie reported that she thinks the profit was nearly $4,000. 

· Report on Sullivan Street Fair : Ellen Say, excused. The Café earned about $3,000 profit and the jewelry approximately $2,000. Exact figures will be tabulated and reported when complete.

Old Business:
New Business:  
Laurie Mischell stated that the Scholarship Fund has enough money to up our total 2026 scholarship donation from $10,000 to $15,000 because of our excellent fundraising results.
Motion: Laurie Mischell moved that we increase the Scholarship Budget from $10,000 to $15,000 for 2026. The committee will be in charge of deciding how to allocate the $5,000 based upon the applications reviewed. The motion was seconded and passed. 

Cathy Evans said that our Webmaster, Connie, has been ill and she is looking for a tech savvy member to also learn the system.  Cathy has a source who is willing to donate a few hundred children’s book for the Christmas Parade give away next year.

Cathy Evans told the Board how awkward it is to have a video presentation without having our podium which was lost in the hurricane. It is dangerous for the equipment and people.
Motion: Beverly Hendrickson moved that the club approve a budget of up to $300 to purchase the table or other equipment needed to allow for proper and safe audio-visual presentations. The motion was seconded and passed. 

On even numbered years, at the January Board Meeting, the Chairman of the 2026-2028 Nominating Committee is to be elected by the Board of Directors.
Motion: Janice Hanus moved that we elect Ellen Say, who has agreed to be the Nominating Committee Chair, if elected, to be the Chairman of the GFWC-PGWC Nominating Committee for the 2026-2028 Term. The motion was seconded and passed. 
 

Motion to adjourn @ 12:10 PM. 
