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Songkran Gala 2005
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President’s Message
ATA Tsunami Fundraising Report
Dear Members,
Thank you for your past support and welcome back to
another year with the Alberta Thai Association. This year
is proving to be one of special bonding between our local
Thai community and our motherland as we move toward
Songkran, our Thai New Year, in April.

perhaps had livelihoods outside of tourism, were still in
cleanup mode. It is people in these types of areas, mostly
outside of Phuket, in fishing villages, or farms, that will
require aid for a long time yet, in order to rebuild their
homes, and their lives.

Mother Nature unleashed some of her worst on December
26, 2004 when an earthquake, third largest in a century,
hit the Indian Ocean, followed quickly by tsunami waters
of unbelievable height and strength. Many areas were
affected, including the southwest coast of Thailand.
Response to what is now considered one of the deadliest
disasters in modern history was tremendous. Individuals,
agencies and governments all over the world began
sending aid to the countries in need. Our Canadian
government was not to be left behind as they slated $80
million in immediate funding, and $425 million in future
aid. As the world around us rallied to meet the challenge
of helping those nations in need, I am proud to say that so
did our small community play its part in the tsunami relief
effort.

After researching various relief agencies in Thailand, the
ATA board has decided to send the funds raised to Prince
of Songkhla University (PSU), a national university in
southern Thailand, their focus being to “allow the general
public [specifically in their region] to access, learn and
gain from whatever forms and sources of knowledge
(they) have in the university”. The heart of any research
or projects at PSU would targeted toward improvement of
those in southern Thailand, including the coastal areas hit
by the tsunami. Of ten project groups set up by PSU to
work on immediate relief as well as medium to long-term
rehabilitation and reconstruction in the affected areas, we
have chosen to support the Livelihood Rehabilitation
Group involved in the rehabilitation of community
livelihood by repairing damaged facilities, improving
their efficiency of management and marketing, and
retraining them in new careers with appropriate
technology transfer. I feel strongly that the monies that
you and I donated will, through PSU, go a long way in
helping those in Thailand’s affected areas in most need.
ATA will be publicly presenting PSU a cheque for
$15000 on March 31st at the Faculty Club at University of
Alberta during a visit by PSU delegates to Edmonton.
The Royal Thai Embassy as well as local government will
be represented during this presentation.

Thailand may not have sustained damage as extensive as
other countries in the Indian Ocean, nevertheless, whole
villages such as Phi Phi and Khao Lak were washed over
by the waves, and thousands of people, both Thai, and
visitors to Thailand, lost their lives on or near Thai soil.
Of those whose lives were spared, they are now left the
task of picking up the pieces of their daily existences,
despite what they lost on that fateful day – their loved
ones, their homes, their livelihoods. Since December 26th,
the Alberta Thai Association has started a Tsunami Relief
Fund specifically to channel donations from our local
community to those communities in Thailand affected by
the tsunami and its aftermath. The annual NYE Party,
was the first of two major functions to this end. That
evening, amid the frivolity typical of a NYE party, people
opened their hearts and their wallets to the plight of the
tsunami survivors in Thailand.
Although the disaster is nearly two months old, the aftereffects are still very apparent in Thailand. I was in Phuket
in January, on a planned family visit. Less than one
month after the tsunami hit, reports were that most of the
area had been cleaned up, and Phuket was advertising
“business as usual”. Walking along the mainland beaches
such as Karon and Patong, there was little evidence left
that tsunami waves up to three stories high, had enveloped
much of the area I strolled. Most of the hotels facing the
beachfront had been rebuilt, open for business. Walking a
block or two behind the beachfront, however, was another
story. As in the beachfront areas, it was apparent that
much insurance and government monies had already gone
into readying the tourist areas for visitors. However,
many other areas, poorer areas where locals lived and

April 16th, is our annual Songkran Gala. This will be the
second of ATA’s fundraising events. In the past,
proceeds from this event would go toward the Thai Centre
Fund, as one of our community’s longterm goals has been
to “raise and provide funds for the purpose of acquiring
land and/or building to provide and maintain a Thai
Centre”. This year, however, there are needs greater than
our own in our motherland; all proceeds will go toward
tsunami relief in Thailand. Tickets are already on sale for
Songkran Gala, so please join us in celebrating Thai New
Year, and in doing so, help support ATA’s Tsunami
Relief Fund for Thailand. This year, let us show the
strength of our local Thai community in our support for
Thailand in her time of need.

Sue Ooraikul Thomas
ATA President
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Recent Activities
New Year Eve Party and ATA’s
Tsunami Fundraiser
December 31, 2004
The New Year Eve party this year was coupled with
ATA’s Tsunami Relief fundraiser. Attended by over
150 people, the evening started with the lighting of
candles and a moment of silence. Rallying for
donations for the Tsunami relief fund went on all
evening long. As we were enjoying a great time, we
also prayed for the Tsunami victims and hoped that
2005 would be a better year for all.

5

Here we are Monday morning 6:00 am, family day.
The first thing I hear from Namo is "Dad let's go"
My response "What?" "SKIING”, he says. I
remember having made a commitment to the ATA
around this some time earlier. Now it is a reality! I
say "Sure let's get up and have breakfast and then
go". Fine enough. My good wife, ahead of me had
everything planned and was ready to go - much to
my relief! An hour later we were on our way. After 2
hours we found the place! It turned out to be a
wonderful day. Our two kids had a great time and
Namo had a most wonderful time. More importantly,
Namo and I learned to ski together and it made me
very proud. It's hard to explain but it was all worth
it!!!!

News and Announcements
Tsunami Fundraising effort at the
University of Alberta
Reported by the Thai Student Association

A special treat this year for our party was live music
from the XO band, a New Year gift from Dao and
Chet Greanya to the Thai community. ATA thanks
the Greanyas for their generosity.
Please see details on ATA’s Tsunami fundraising
report on pages 2 and 3.

ATA Family Ski Day
February 21, 2005
Reported by Maurice Reauseau
After the Tsunami on December 26, 2004, the Thai
Student Association (TSA) together with the Indian
Students Association (ISA) and South East Asian
Student Association (SEASA) set up donation
booths between January 10-14, 2005 at the
University of Alberta.
The students at the
University have shown significant care toward this
situation resulting in the total donation of 1,588
Canadian dollars after the five-day fundraising. The
contribution was sent to the Thai Red Cross to help
alleviate the situation in the long term.
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Don’t Miss!
The ATA Annual General Meeting and Elections Day
Sunday June 12, 2005
2:00-8:00 PM

At North Millbourne Community League Hall
981 Millbourne Road East
2:00 PM Annual Summary and Financial Report
3:00 PM Elections begin
Followed by Potluck dinner
Some snacks and drinks provided by ATA
Food contributions are most welcome!!
Elections will be for the following positions:
1. Vice President for 2005-2007
2. Treasurer for 2005-2007
3. Secretary for 2005-2006
Directors and Chairpersons for 2005-2006 will also be newly appointed (non-elected).
If you have any questions, please contact Sue Thomas at 497-1198.

APPLY FOR/RENEW
YOUR ATA MEMBERSHIP
TODAY!!!

Call for Donations

Fill out the application form

Help ATA raise funds for the “Tsunami
Relief Effort” on Songkran Gala night by
donating items for our Silent Auction

(download from www.thaiassociation.ab.ca)

and send to ATA with your payment!!!
$10 / person
$15 /family

Need Help?

Please contact your
ATA Board Members

Contact Sue Thomas at 497-1198
Before April 10, 2005
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OPINIONS

Y tÅ | Ä ç W t ç ‹
By

Wanna Saksaranrome

Yamily day is a special day. Families get out and do small fun things that are often remembered over a lifetime.
What do you think about your family? Responsibilities, Love, Warmth, or Job!
Let’s see what ATA members have to say:

Yupharat Goldup, Oratai Nowicki
and Chalinee Klassen

Munlika Sangtai

Yupharat Goldup: I am a full time homemaker so I
have a lot of time for my family. In Thailand, I take
my kids to the temple to provide donations and pray.
For me, family is very important and I like to spend
time with them.
Jim Boychuk: Family Day is about people getting

together and having a good time. My son (John) and
I had a good time skiing. Unfortunately, my wife
and my daughter had to go to dancing classes. So we
came here (Rabbit Hill) to join others in having fun.
Oratai Nowicki: My family comes first! I am far
away from Thailand so I think of the ATA like my
family. I like to participate in activities like
potlucks! People can join and have fun together.
Thai people should help and warm each other.

Jim Boychuk

Jutikarn Charoensuk
and family

Manlika Sangtai: I have to do two jobs, “Mother”
and “Father” because my husband has to work out of
town. I know I have to do the best for my kids and
that includes working part time. I’m very busy
because my kids have a lot of activities (Taekwondo
and Dancing) I do the best and as much as I can for
my kids.
Jutikarn Charoensuk (Thai student from U of A): I
made a decision to resign from my work in Thailand
and come to Canada because my wife got a
scholarship here. We made the decision that I would
take care of our own child because we believe that
we can take care of him best. Family bonding is very
important in maintaining and building a family
relationship. Meanwhile I went back to Thailand and
received a scholarship and will pursue further
studies perhaps next September.
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Mark you calendar!



Let’s come out and volunteer

⌫

THE THAI PAVILION



At

EDMONTON HERITAGE FESTIVAL



⌫      

July 30-Aug 1, 2005

CLASSIFIED
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