Sawadee Alberta

Alberta Thai Association Newsletter

Editors’ Note

Dear ATA members,

2015 was a stellar year for ATA; not only that all our activities moved along
smoothly but it was also our 30™ Anniversary as a registered, non-profit organi-
zation. An anniversary book and a commemorative pin were produced and
membership fee was waived for one year to celebrate the event. The anniver-
sary book was distributed widely among membership as well as many organiza-
tions in North America and Thailand. Our Association has greatly matured,
but there are a lot more that we can and will do to serve our members and
community better.

Many members attended the recent annual general meeting (AGM) indicating
that there is a great deal of interest in the current state of our Association and
its future. They were told that ATA was in an excellent financial health, thanks
to our Board and volunteers who worked tirelessly at fundraising events such as
Heritage Festival, casino, and Songkran Gala. Our partnership with Prince Ru-
pert Community League and Terra Centre to build a shared facility where our
Thai Centre will be a part of is progressing very well. The architectural design
concept has been approved by the three partners and, though the partners are
still working through the details, it looks like ATA's needs have been well ac-
commodated. Alberta Gaming and Liquor Commission has conditionally ap-
proved the use of our casino funds so that a large part of ATA’s contribution
toward the building (including furnishings) will come out of our casino ac-
count. If the funds from all the partners are in place by the latter part of this
year we could expect the Centre to be ready by the end of 2017.

As our Association moves forward very nicely there is a sense of urgency that
we need to recruit talented “new blood” to serve on the Board. There are sever-
al important positions that have become vacant, and members are urged to step
forward to join the Board at this particularly exciting time. We may move into
our very own “home” by the end of next year and our finances have never been
healthier. We need a rejuvenated Board to move our Association into an even
brighter future.

As the new-year progresses, we again look forward to your help for the events
that are fast approaching, e.g. Songkran Gala, Heritage Festival, and casino.
Please look at “Calendar of Events” and set aside your time to at-
tend/volunteer in these events. YOUR ASSOCIATION NEEDS YOU!

With our best wishes,
The Editors
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Songkran Gala
April 23, 2016
Tickets now on sale!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS UPo do UA

April 23, 2016 SONGKRAN GALA - a celebration of Thai New Year
(Sat) 6pm -12:30am at South Edmonton Sejong Multicultural Centre, 2503 Ellwood Drive SW. Edmonton
Doors open at 6:00 PM

Buffet dinner at 7:00 PM
7 rE— Cash Bar
B : : Cultural performance
z 7 Social dance
Anthony Henday Drive ’-ﬁ‘ 5 h h W t W L 1/2 9 {
. $30/adult, $10/6-16 yrs, free/under 6 yrs
Ellwood 9%
South Edmanton skjong f/mrwsw To order tickets, please contact Eed Winner at 780-463-5479 or Chalinee (On) Klassen
M--irrcu.'rurul&n‘fer | Ellerslie Rd SW at 780973-5882
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July 10, 2016 ATA’S PICNIC at site #1, William Hawrelak Park (with shelter).

(Sun) 4 -8pm Please bring family, friends and favourite dishes to share

WSRO AWBL £1 V1T U.000 yé&e Uldwd DobiigedRwnd o EA 6 ) S0

July 30-August 1, 2016 THAI PAVILION, HERITAGE FESTIVAL

. ~ at William Hawrelak Park, Edmonton. Pavilion site — TBA_ L L By
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August 21, 2016 VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION PARTY
(Sun) 4-11pm at South Edmonton Sejong Multicultural Centre, 2503 Ellwood Drive SW. Edmonton
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October 1, 2016 ATA’S AWARDS NIGHT

(Sat) 6-11pm at South Edmonton}eiong Multicultural Centre, 2503 Ellwood Drive SW. Edmonton
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4
CIP grant in support of ATA’s publica-
tion
Sue Thomas receiving@P (Community Initiative Pr ogram)
grant of $2,611 for the production of AT30" Anniversary book
from Mr. RichardFeehan, Minister of Indigenous Relations, on

March 18, 2016. Also present were Ralph lagrg and Buncha
Ooraikul.
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2016 AGM and Election Results

The 2016 Annual General Meeting own funding in place and will take and election/appointment of suitable
was held on February 22, 20169 p.m.  about a year to complete. members.
at Sejong Multicultural Centre. There  Three positions: President, Vice A vote of thanks was pposed for
was a record attendance of 29 membersPresident (exteal), and Secretary, were Sue Thomas and Wanapa Intraprasert
and one guest. The members were toldup for election. There were no norain  who served the Association in an axe
that all our activities in the previous tions for the posts of President andcSe plary mamer for the past two years.
years went very well and we areia f retary to replace President Sue Thomas Honouary ConsulGeneral, Dennis
nancially healthy organization with and Secretary Wanapa Intraprasert whoAnderson, gave a short address saying
about $0.5 million in the accounts. stepped down at the end of their two that he had a chance to meet with the
Much of this fund will be used as our year terms. Sue Thomas was nominatedConsulGeneral in Vancouveand the
share in the c¢onst asWicdFresident gekternalh fer itde#A u Arobasaador in Ottawa and they both
Pl aced where we awi mdinind aneyear termmn and Was elected agreed that ATA is the besin Thai
nenth o me o0 . The ¢ o n s by acatamationn TheoHection ICemtmi  Association in Canadalherefore, we
facility will begin as soon as our two tee declared the posts of President andshould be proud of our organization
other partners, Prince Rupert Comriun Secretary vacant pending recruitment and help it become even better by
ty League and Terra Centre, get their volunteering to serve on the Board.
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LONG LIVE THE KING!

Hi s Maj est y"Birthday CKlébratipiiosk 8 ¢
place in Edmonton on December 3, 2015 at one of our
me mber 0s i roeranbedMEMORABLE!

CULTURAL SHOWCASE

Fruit carving demonstration at Churchill Manor Senior
Home on February 18, 2016
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ATA members Eed Winner, Pinyapat Punyo and Sawat Punyo entertained senior residents at Ironwood
Retirement Home in Edmonton, also on February 18, 2016.
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The Thai community inFt. McMurray showcased Thai ¢u 6
ture atMulticultural Expo on February 13. This mifileritage
Festval was organized by Multicultural Association of Wor
Buffalo. Also in attendance were Vancouver Consuz¢eera

Sutthiluck Sanganangkang (third from left) and Consul Nar
Vidyanandgcenter).
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A student volunteer Pinyapat Punyo (center) repre-
sented Thailand at the Global Awareness Week and
Cultural Showcase, McEwan University on Febru-
ary 6, 2016
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2016 Consular Services in Alberta

Consular services will be held in Calgary on July 26-28 and in
Edmonton on July 30-August 1. For more information (in
Thai), please follow the below link:
http://www.thaiconsulatevancouver.ca/consulate/document
s/announcement/2016/2016-cs-ab.pdf
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2016 Board of Directors

ant
Treasurer Thosaphol (Tommy)

Harnvivattanakit Advisory Council

Anan Kaewmongkol
Directors Buncha Ooraikul
Information Keith Manegre Clarence Preitz
Activities Chalinee Klassen Ngamta (Eed) Tekauyporn Winner
Fundraising vacant
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ATA’S AWARDS AND SCHOLARSHIPS

Deadline for 2016 applications and nominations is on July 31.
Guidelines and forms can be downloaded from

www.AlbertaThaiAssociation.com
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