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Lisa Beutler: 
• “Lately, more and more 

water problems seemingly 
defy standard solutions.” 

• Four reasons 
– incomplete or contradictory 

knowledge  
– the number of people and 

opinions involved 
– the large economic burden  
– the interconnected nature of 

these problems with other 
problems  

https://wrrc.arizona.edu/
wicked-water-problems

Wicked Water Problems
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Co-chair of Conference in Tel Aviv
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CAP Board Member Jennifer Brown introducing 
presentation by CAP Board Member Mark Taylor

Searching for 
Water 
Solutions



• Groundwater governance 
and management 

• Recharge and water 
banking 

• Water scarcity and 
climate factors 

• Large agricultural sector 
• Cross-border water 

sharing and collaboration

Relevance of (Interest in) AZ 
Water Management



Traveled with the US-MX IBWC 
Commissioners, Nov 19-23, 2017

IBWC=International Boundary and 
Water Commission
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SOURCE:  http://travelquaz.com/jordan-map-free.html/political-map-of-israel-jordan-and-the-israeli-
occupied



• The Project aims at producing 65 MCM/year of 
Desalinated Water and discharging 235 MCM/year of 
Mixed Water to the Dead Sea.  

• The 235 MCM/year discharge to the Dead Sea is a mix 
of Brine Water from the Desalination Plant with Red Sea 
Water. 

• Of the 65 MCM/year of Desalinated Water produced, 30 
MCM/year is to be supplied to the Jordanian Delivery 
Point and 35 MCM/year to the Border Delivery Point. 

Source:  Document provided by Oded Fixler, Israel Ministry of Regional Cooperation  
• Plus exchange (sale) of other water to the north of Israel 

to Jordan; also water to be provided to the Palestinian 
Authority

Cooperation Innovation: Red Sea-Dead 
Sea Project  (RSDS Project)

8



• Water efforts, such as the Red Sea-Dead Sea project, 
have the potential to bring parties together rather than 
apart 

• Barriers to water cooperation include political issues, 
such as difficulties of interacting in person, and 
concerns about being dependent on another 
jurisdiction 

• Problems are significant but there are opportunities to 
address them  

• Mutual respect and understanding are crucial to 
address wicked water problems. 

• There are commonalities across different parts of the 
world, so sharing experiences and lessons learned has 
value

Water Wars or Water as a bridge to 
collaboration?
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Thank you!  
smegdal@email.arizona.edu 

Subscribe at wrrc.arizona.edu/subscribe  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