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So, let’s start by giving some back story to our readers of who Harv is exactly. 

 

Adam Toback: Harv Toback is my father. He passed away at the beginning of 

September from Kidney failure. My Dad was an artist, gallery curator and Ad Man 

during the golden age of advertising on Madison Avenue throughout the 60s and 

70s. During the last few years of his life, he created an art gallery at his Dialysis 

center, which featured the work of the patients, doctors, nurses and medical staff 

there. It’s hard to summarize my father briefly, but what I can say is that he was 

loved by everyone who knew him. Even people who had only met him once or 

twice. He was truly one of a kind.  

  



What drew you to produce the project? 
 

My father’s health really started to decline significantly a few years ago, but he never 

stopped pursuing what he loved, and that was art. Both creating art and curating the 

work of other artists was his true passion. He had always wanted to have his own art 

gallery, and when he saw all the empty wall space at his dialysis center, I think he just 

knew this would be his last opportunity to fulfill that dream in earnest. My father 

loved encouraging others to create and show their art, and through his work at the 

dialysis center, I believe he was able to feel energized enough to not let his illness get 

the best of him. And within that, I saw there might even be a healing power to art. I 

believe in that now more than ever, and that’s why I wanted to tell my father’s story 

through this film.  
  

 

During your time with your dad, did he give hints of things he was nostalgic 

for during his prime?  
 

My father loved telling stories of his time as an Ad Man on Madison Avenue. He 

was a creative director for several well-known firms, and he left his mark on that 

industry in many ways. He was highly regarded by his peers, and earned the 

nickname “Two Ways Toback.” It didn’t matter if he disagreed with the direction 

one of his clients wanted to go in a campaign, he would still listen to what they 

wanted. But he would always show them his vision too, and that’s where he got the 

name “Two Ways Toback.” 
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What were some of the interesting things that you discovered while making 

this?  
 

I filmed the documentary with my best friend, Stephen Tucker, during the last few 

months of my father’s life. It was extremely challenging because I was watching my 

father decline while we were shooting this. But it was also the most rewarding 

experience of my life. I really needed to lean on Steve as my Director, because even 

though he knew my father and I very well, he was still able to make creative 

decisions that I would have never been able to. I needed that outside perspective to 

help bring a certain relatability to the piece, and Steve accomplished that beautifully. 

And through that process of collaboration, I discovered new things about my Dad 

that I had never known before. Harv actually passed away the morning after he 

watched a first cut of the film. I really think it gave him a sense of peace to see what 

he had accomplished in his life…enough to be comfortable with moving on. I never 

thought film could serve a higher purpose like that, so that is a very significant 

takeaway for me. I would encourage anyone to preserve the memory of their loved 

ones on film. It was an incredibly fulfilling thing to do.  
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How do you think the current art world could benefit from Harv’s story?  

I am not an expert on art or the art world, in general. Though I do feel safe enough 

to say that a strong segment of the art world seems very fixated on the financial side 

of art. My father was someone who believed in art for building community, and I 

would hope that this story might help shed some light on that side of the art world as 

well.  

What do you wish that audiences will take from watching Harv?  
 

I hope audiences will see the legacy that my father left behind as one of kindness 

and inclusiveness. That his desire to fulfill his own destiny was on par with helping 

others fulfill theirs too.  

 

-- 

In honor of Harv, The Harv Toback Fund for the Arts was established with the 

mission to raise money for Art Therapy programs for Hospitals and Medical 

Facilities. To watch the film and find out more info on how to donate, please 

visit: www.harvtobackfund.org 
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