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Jim Crow Laws 
 
“We've come a long way from the days of Jim Crow, and 

yes, we elected a black president, but racism lives.” What is Jim 
Crow, you say? That’s a short question with a long, long 
answer. Bottom line, it was a huge group of laws that were 
designed to keep black people away from white people. These laws 
were found everywhere in the United States, but the most 
extreme examples happened in the southern states. The Jim Crow 
laws were glaring examples of racist laws that were created by 
white people who felt that they were superior to black people and 
did not want black people to have the same rights as white people. 
Jim Crow laws created unfair social rules between black people 
and white people. Jim Crow laws made it almost impossible for 
black people to vote.  Jim Crow laws kept black and white people 
apart in public places. 
 


