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Annual Meeting Set – The Friends of the Battleship Annual Meeting has been set for Saturday, September 18. The 
agenda for the meeting currently calls for the election of new board members, an overview of the past year’s 
activities, and a look ahead to the coming year. In addition, board member and Showboat volunteer Alex Dydula 
will provide a short presentation on “Using the Ships Archives to Solve Battleship Riddles.”  

Due to current public health restrictions, Friends members will be able to attend the Annual Meeting on Zoom. 
Details for joining the Zoom meeting will be provided to members via email in the coming days. 

60th Anniversary Tickets Now Available – Friends members can now 
purchase tickets for the “60 for 55 Anniversary Celebration” being 
held on October 2 at 6 p.m. The event, open to members and their 
guests, will mark the 60th anniversary of the Showboat’s arrival in the 
Cape Fear and will be held on the fantail of the Battleship North 
Carolina. Guests will be treated to a variety of hors d’oeuvres, beer, 
wine, and soft drinks with entertainment being provided by the 
Brunswick Big Band. Guests will also have a prime view of the Riverfest 
Fireworks display scheduled to fill the skies at 8 p.m.  

Tickets for the celebration are limited and can be purchased 
for $60 per person on the Friends website by clicking here. 
Tickets must be purchased by September 21. Proceeds from 
the event will benefit Friends of the Battleship North Carolina. 

Help Celebrate the Showboat’s 60 Years in the Cape Fear. 

New Podcast Posted – The most recent 
episode of The Showboat Podcast series 
was recently posted on the Battleship 
North Carolina’s website. Finding Your 
Way at Sea takes the listener into the world 
of navigation with the help of ship 
volunteer and retired Navy Commander 
Chuck Gore. Find out what it took to safely 
navigate the oceans of the world by clicking here. 
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What’s Happening on the Showboat? 

Oct. 2, 1961 - Battleship North Carolina approaches her new 
home in Wilmington. 

https://tickets.battleshipncfriends.org/Info.aspx?EventID=20
https://www.battleshipnc.com/the-showboat-podcast/
https://battleshipncfriends.com/
https://tickets.battleshipncfriends.org/MembershipAndDonations.aspx?CampaignOnly=True
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This Month in Showboat History

August 1942 – USS North Carolina officially joined the fight in the Pacific. 
Originally tasked with the protection of the aircraft carriers Enterprise and 
Saratoga who were providing air support for operations at Guadalcanal, 
the Showboat got her first taste of combat operations on August 24 when 
the carriers and their escorts steamed north to meet an advancing 
Japanese naval task force. 

An estimated 80 Japanese aircraft focused their efforts during the air 
attack on Enterprise and, after thinking they had taken the carrier out of 
the fight with three bomb hits, took aim at North Carolina. Throughout the 
Japanese attack, the Showboat filled the air with such a barrage of steel 
and smoke that it caused Rear Adm. Thomas Kinkaid to signal from the 
Enterprise, “Are you on fire?” 

North Carolina gun crews were credited for shooting down seven 
Japanese aircraft during the air battle and assisting with the shoot down 
of at least seven others. 

Not only did the North Carolina crew experience their first combat action on 
August 24, but they also suffered their first combat death that day. 

During the final minutes of the air attack, as surviving Japanese aircraft 
withdrew over the horizon, one of the attackers made one last low pass down 
the starboard side of the Showboat, strafing the length of the ship. Aviation 
Machinist’s Mate Third Class George Conlon, manning one of the aft 
starboard 20mm gun mounts, was hit and became the first USS North 
Carolina crew member to be killed in combat. 

An entry in the ship’s log for August 24, 1942, simply reads: 

“2130 - CONLON, GEORGE EDWARD, 224-07-85, AMM3/C USN, was 
buried at sea Lat. 09°-40S, Long. 164°-02.3E, having been killed in action 
during enemy air attack this date.” 

Upcoming events on  

The Showboat 
 

Friends of the Battleship 

Annual Meeting 
September 18 

(via Zoom) 

 

6 for 60 Tours 
Conducted each weekend  

through September 

 

Raise the Flag  
September 11-12 

 

60 for 55  

Anniversary Celebration 
October 2 

 

Hidden Battleship 
November 13 (Cancelled) 

 

You can now book tours in  

advance by clicking here. 
 

*Constant Bearing, Decreasing Range 

Aug. 24, 1942 – An aircraft splashes into the Pacific aft of USS Enterprise (CV 6) as 
Japanese aircraft attack during the Battle of the Eastern Solomons. 

Aug. 24, 1942 - AMM3/C George Conlon is 
buried at sea. 

https://battleshipncfriends.com/guided-tours
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On August 6, 1945, an atomic bomb was dropped on the city of Hiroshima, followed by a second bomb being 
dropped over Nagasaki on August 9. USS North Carolina had been conducting operations in southern Japan with 
Task Force 38 in early August, but on August 4, the task force was ordered to move northeast to an area some 
300 miles from where the bombs were dropped. 

On August 10, one day after the atomic bomb had been dropped at 
Nagasaki, North Carolina’s two Kingfisher aircraft were called upon to 
rescue a carrier pilot who had been shot down near Ominato Naval Air 
Station in northern Japan.  

The two Kingfisher pilots, Lt. Ralph Jacobs and Lt(jg) Almon Oliver, located 
the downed pilot on the eastern shore of the bay adjacent to the air station. 
However, after landing on the bay to rescue the downed airman, Jacobs was 

hit by a wave and thrown from his aircraft. 
Seeing that both pilots now needed 
rescuing, Oliver landed his plane and 
loaded the two pilots into the rear cockpit 
of his plane. Facing intense fire from 
ashore, Oliver managed to get his now overloaded plane into the air and back to 
the battleship some 230 miles to the southeast. Both Jacobs and Oliver were 
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for their actions. 

Just before 9 a.m. on August 15, USS North Carolina received a message stating 
that offensive action against Japan was to cease. Admiral William “Bull” Halsey, 
Commander of the Third Fleet also issued a short dispatch stating that any 
Japanese planes approaching the fleet were to be shot down, “not vindictively, but 
in a friendly fashion.” 

                    Did You Know? 

The campaign to raise the funds needed to bring the Showboat to North Carolina involved thousands of North 
Carolinians, most notably an estimated 700,000 schoolchildren who collected pennies, nickels, and especially 
dimes to donate to the cause. In all, $330,000 was collected. If you were to raise an equivalent amount today, the 
effort would have to collect nearly $2.9 million.  

North Carolina’s schoolchildren were not the only source of funds for the “Save Our Ship” campaign. The newly 
formed Battleship North Carolina Commission had decided that anyone who donated at least $100 would be 
designated an admiral in the North Carolina Navy. To kick start that effort, commission chairman Hugh Morton joined 

then North Carolina Governor Terry Sanford and a host of other 
North Carolina officials, at a White House ceremony to present 
President John F. Kennedy with a certificate recognizing him as 
the first admiral of the North Carolina Navy.  

Though the designation was genuine, the certificate presented 
to the president was not. According to Morton, the admiral 
certificates had not yet been printed when the North Carolina 
delegation visited the White House so they used a framed 
certificate taken off the wall in White House Press Secretary 
Pierre Salinger’s office for the Rose Garden photo op.  

Morton said that when the presentation was made to President 
Kennedy, he advised him the certificate was still at the printers 
and would coming to him soon. President Kennedy looked down 
at the framed certificate and saw it was from Pierre Salinger’s 
office and just roared with laughter. A photo captured the 
moment and was used on the cover of a fundraising brochure. 

Undated photo of a Kingfisher being launched 
from the port catapult. 

Aug 15, 1945 - Capt. B. Hall Hanlon 
announces the end of hostilities over 
the 1MC. 

April 27, 1961 - President John F. Kennedy is designated 
the first admiral of the North Carolina by Governor Terry 
Sanford. 
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Talk Like a Sailor 
Holystone – The last navy ships with teak decks were the battleships. Teak, and other wooden decks, were 
scrubbed with a piece of sandstone, nicknamed at one time by an anonymous witty sailor as the “holystone.” It 
was so named because, since its use always brought a man to his knees, it must be holy! Holystones were 
banned by the Navy in 1931 because they wore down the expensive teak decks too fast.  

Source: Naval History and Heritage Command 

Port and Starboard refer to the left and right side of a ship, respectively, as seen by an observer aboard the 
vessel looking forward toward the bow.  

The Vikings called the side of their ship its “board,” and they placed the steering oar, the “star” on the right side of 
the ship, thus that side became known as the “star board.” And, because the oar was on the right side, the ship 
was tied to the dock on the left side. This was known as the loading side or “larboard.” Later, it was decided that 
“larboard” and “starboard” were too similar, especially when trying to be heard over the roar of a heavy sea, so 
the phrase became the “side at which you tied up to in port” or the “port” side. 

Source: Naval History and Heritage Command 
 

Support the Showboat 
The recently completed hull repair was largely funded through the Generations Campaign and is another visible 
reminder of the vast resources needed to operate and maintain a treasure such as the Battleship North Carolina. 
Donations to the Generations Campaign, help support the battleship repairs, maintenance, educational programs, 
and implementation of the Living with Water Project. 

Membership has its Benefits – Just a reminder that your Friends membership provides year-long access to the 
Showboat for you and your guests (the number of guests is dependent on membership level). In addition, you 
receive a 25% discount in the Ship Store, 25% discount on VIP Guided Tours, a subscription to the Scuttlebutt e-

newsletter, and discounts on the Showboat’s Lifelong Learning Programs and tours such 
as Hidden Battleship, Firepower!, Power Plant, and Systems & Design tours.  

If it’s time to renew your Friends membership, consider upgrading to the next level. Not 
only will you be increasing your commitment to the Showboat, but you may also have the 
opportunity to bring additional guests with you when you visit the Battleship or attend 
special events. 

Most importantly, your membership and donations “Help Preserve the Legacy” and make it possible for the Friends 
to promote and enhance the visitors’ experience by helping to fund programs, acquisitions, and restoration of 
Battleship North Carolina. 

 

Scuttlebutt is published monthly by 

Friends of the Battleship North Carolina for its membership. 

Friends Chairman – Michael Zalob        Scuttlebutt Editor – Gordon Hume 

1 Battleship Road, Wilmington, NC 28401 

Scuttlebutt1@battleshipncfriends.com 

info@battleshipncfriends.com 

battleshipncfriends.com 
(910)399-9117 
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