


To the Executive Board, Advisory Board Members 
and Distinguished Members of the Northern District 

Council, 5th Episcopal Diocese of the Pentecostal  
Assemblies of the World, Inc. 

 
Welcome to our  

Annual Summer Council Session 2025!  
 

We come together three times a year to fellowship & 
worship together. Our goal is to Unify, Strengthen, 
Encourage, and Develop effective ministry tools that 

will empower our local churches.  
"Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 

peace."  Ephesians 4:3 



Greetings Council Members, 

I look forward with great anticipation to seeing our District Elders, Suffragan 

Bishops, and all ministerial auxiliary leaders at this session. I deeply       

appreciate the outstanding work each of you has done—both individually and  

collectively—in advancing the mission of our Council and fulfilling our      

ministerial goals. 

Our March Council, hosted at the historic Bethlehem Temple Church in Flint, 

MI, was a tremendous success. We are grateful to Suffragan Bishop Phillip J. 

Thompson, First Lady Valerie Thompson, and the entire Bethlehem Temple 

congregation for their exemplary hospitality. The session was particularly   

successful in helping us meet our financial objectives. 

As we prepare for the June Council, it is essential that we increase our giving to help offset the costs associated 

with the upcoming Pentecostal Assemblies of the World, Inc. International Convention, to be held at the Ernest N. 

Morial Convention Center in New Orleans, LA. The Northern District Council is currently leading in three key 

areas of giving: 

· PAW Assessments

· International Missions

· Support for Aenon Bible College, as it advances toward a new level of accreditation 

We commend all NDC leaders for your sacrificial giving and unmatched dedication to the work of the Gospel and 

the preservation of Apostolic doctrine. Your efforts continue to reflect the heart of the Great Commission. 

We also extend our heartfelt condolences to all who have lost loved ones during this 2025 calendar year. Our pray-

ers remain with those who are enduring health challenges. 

"Now unto Him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of His glory 

with exceeding joy, to the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and 

ever. Amen."  Jude 24–25 

"Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen."  1 John 5:21 

God bless you all, 

Bishop Ira Combs Jr., First Lady Kimberly Combs, and Family 

Bishop Ira Combs Jr., D.D. 

Diocesan – 5th Episcopal District 

Northern District Council 



Suffragan Bishop T.S. Wiggins 

Greetings to the Northern District Council, the 5th Episcopal District of the 
Pentecostal Assemblies of the World Inc. 

I extend special honor and heartfelt respect to our Diocesan, Bishop Ira Combs Jr., and to the 
esteemed First Lady of this Council, Lady Kimberly Combs. I thank God for His sustaining pow-
er, His healing, and His restoration. Let us remain steadfast in lifting up our Bishop through 
prayer and fasting. 

We also give due honor to our Presiding Prelate, Bishop Theodore Brooks, the Executive Bish-
op’s Council, and all members of the Bishopric of the Pentecostal Assemblies of the World, 
Inc. 

We are still rejoicing over the powerful March Council held in Flint, Michigan, hosted by Beth-
lehem Temple Church under the leadership of Suffragan Bishop Phillip Thompson and Lady 
Valerie Thompson. Their congregation truly served this august body with excellence, dignity, 
and grace. Thank you, Suffragan Bishop Thompson—well done! 

We now welcome you to our Annual Council here in Jackson, Michigan. The Planning Com-
mittee has prepared a full schedule of spiritual activities throughout the week. The Council 
opens on Tuesday with the NDCMCWA Convention, led by Chairlady Evangelist Melinda Pe-
terman, featuring guest speakers each evening. 

We are expecting a mighty move of God in every session. On 
Thursday night, we will be blessed by the ministry of Bishop 
Jesse Battle of St. Louis, Missouri, followed by Bishop Clifton 
Jones of Philadelphia, Mississippi on Friday evening. 

“Get Ready, Get Ready, Get Ready” for the International Con-
vention of the Pentecostal Assemblies of the World, Inc.! All 
roads lead to New Orleans, Louisiana—The Big Easy—from 
July 27 to August 2. We are anticipating a powerful, dynamic 
encounter with the Holy Ghost. 
Theme: Contending for the Faith 





SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

Tuesday | June 24, 2025 
Location Department 

9:30am-11:00am MCWA Women of Worth Prayer Breakfast 
Coordinator (s): Pastor Johnnie Mae Tolbert and Lady Valerie Thompson 

M.C.: Pastor Tolbert  

Speaker: Evangelist Lynne Shivers

Activity 
Center 

MCWA 

11:00am-11:30am MCWA Break 

11:30am - 11:45am Praise and Worship 
Sis. Alina Oliver 

Sanctuary MCWA 

11:45am - 12:15pm MCWA Convention Workshop 1 

Session Speakers: 
Evangelist Joselyn Lowrance and Evangelist Briana Jackson 

Moderator:  Evangelist Deborah Jenkins  
Topics: Overcoming Sin, A Living Sacrifice Acceptable unto God, Do you 

want to be saved or not?  

Sanctuary MCWA 

12:15pm - 12:45pm MCWA Convention Workshop 2 

Session Speakers: 
Evangelist Patsy Gordon and Evangelist  Janell Richard 

Moderator:  Evangelist Mary Bond  
Topics: Women of Titus, Spiritual Growth and Development / Wise Women    

Build, Signs & Wonders | Wisdom & Gifts 

Sanctuary MCWA 

12:45pm - 1:25pm MCWA Convention Workshop 3 

Session Speakers: 
Pastor Johnnie Mae Tolbert and Minister Shonette Moran 
 Moderator:  Evangelist  Gwen Zeine 
Topics: Serving an Exclusive God in an Inclusive World, The One True God, 

Jesus, Sanctification 

Sanctuary MCWA 

1:00pm-2:30pm Men’s Ministry Afternoon Worship Service 

Speaker: Assistant Pastor Dave Johnson  
Chapel Men’s Ministry 

1:25pm – 1:50pm MCWA BREAK 

1:50pm - 2:15pm  MCWA Convention Workshop 4 

Session Speakers: 
Evangelist Monique Glenn and Evangelist Lynne Shivers  

Topics: Vision Casting for Your Life (interactive session) 5-year plan 

Sanctuary MCWA 

2:15pm - 3:00pm MCWA Convention Workshop 5 
Session Speakers:
Lady Kimberly Combs and Minister Dawana Taylor  

Moderator:  Evangelist  Mary Bond 
Topics: The Holy Ghost God’s Promise, “Do You Have It?’, Having done all to 

stand, “Just Stand” 

Sanctuary MCWA 

2:30pm– 3:30pm Men’s Ministry  Business Session Chapel Men’s Ministry 



SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

Tuesday | June 24, 2025 

Location Department 

3:05pm-3:50pm MCWA Convention Workshop 6 
Session Speakers: 
Mother Delores Faulk and Evangelist Pamela Lynn  

Moderator:  Evangelist Gwen Zeine 
Topics: Being an Esther in these Last Days, Walking in your Calling?, 

Ambassadors  

Sanctuary MCWA 

3:50pm-4:00pm Closing Remarks 
President: Evangelist Melinda Peterman 
Dinner Blessing (Grace) Vice President: Evangelist Beverly Williams 

Sanctuary MCWA 

4:00pm Dinner 

5:00pm - 6:00pm Men’s Ministry Evening Hour of Power 

Speaker: District Elder Mark Thomas 
Sanctuary Men’s Ministry 

Mistress of Ceremony Evangelist Melinda Peterman 

Prayer Evangelist Monique Glenn 

Scripture Minister Dawana Taylor 

Welcome First Lady Kimberly Combs / Response

Ecclesiastical Greeting District Elder Dr. Samuel Hemmingway 

Musical Selection Greater Bible Way Temple Praise Team 

Offering District Elder Hemmingway 
Evangelist Monique Glenn 

Musical Selection Greater Bible Way Temple Praise Team 

Introduction of Speaker Evangelist Melinda Peterman 

Sermon & Altar Call Suffragan Bishop Kandy Akers 

6:30pm NDCMCWA Evening Service 

Praise and Worship



SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

Wednesday | June 25, 2025 
Location Department 

9:00am-10:00am NDCMCWA Committee Heads Meeting Room B MCWA 

Secretarial Staff Meeting Room A MCWA 

10:00am-1:00pm License and Credentials Room D & E General Body 

10:00am-11:00am Morning Glory  

Speaker: Pastor Jean Gatewood 

Sanctuary MCWA 

11:00am-12:15pm MCWA Bible Class  

Teacher: Pastor Rhonda Holloway 
Sanctuary MCWA 

12:15pm-12:45pm Lunch 

12:45pm-1:00pm Prayer  

Pastor Tina  Ealey 
Sanctuary MCWA 

11:00am - 4:00pm NDC Advisory Board Meeting (Prayer 11:00am) Chapel Private Meeting 

1:00pm-3:00pm NDC MCWA Business Session Sanctuary MCWA 

4:00pm-5:30pm Dinner 

5:30pm-6:00pm Presidents Meeting Chapel MCWA 

5:30pm-6:00pm Choir Rehearsal Sanctuary MCWA 

5:30pm-6:00pm Altar Workers Meeting Prayer Room MCWA 

6:00pm-6:30pm Firestarter  

Pastor Tina  Ealey 

Sanctuary MCWA 

6:30pm NDCMCWA Evening Service 

Devotion                    Sister Alina Oliver 
Mistress / Master of Ceremony Evangelist Beverly Williams 
Prayer          Sister Camille Owens, Pastor Sharon Saddler 
Scripture                     Evangelist Sherrice Benjamin 
Welcome   First Lady  Kimberly Combs 
Response 
Praise & Worship               Sis. Alina Oliver 
Ecclesiastical Greeting     District Elder Dr. Samuel Hemmingway 
Scholarship Awards    Vice President Beverly Williams  
Musical Selection                     NDCMCWA CHOIR 
Offering                    Evangelist Melinda Peterman 
Musical Selection                     NDCMCWA CHOIR 
Introduction Of Speaker   Evangelist Beverly Williams 
Speaker & Altar Call     Evg. Melinda Peterman– NDCMCWA President 
Closing Remarks & Benediction 



Friday | June 27, 2025 
Location Department 

9:30am-10:00am Prayer 
Pastor Norman Holman

Sanctuary General Body 

10:00am-12:00pm Pastors’ Meeting (Closed Session) 
Bishop Ira Combs, Jr., D.D., Officiating 

Sanctuary General Body 

10:00am-12:00pm Ministers’ Wives and Ministers’ Widows 
“Hot Topics” Lady Michelle Faulk, President  

Chapel MWMWA 

10:00am-12:00pm Singles’ Alliance  
“While I’m waiting Lord, make me better in 2025 physically” 
Speaker: Dr. Rockelle D. Rogers-Branhan 
Evangelist Beverly Williams, President 

Room 
B 

Singles’ 
Alliance 

10:00am –12:00pm S.P.R.O.U.T. S. 

Youth ages 3 yrs - 10 yrs old  (Lunch Provided ) 

Activity 
Center 

General 
Body 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

Thursday | June 26, 2025 
Location Department 

9:30am Prayer 
Pastor Norman Holman 

Sanctuary General Body 

10:00am – 1:00pm License and Credentials 
District  Elder Alex Easley 

Room 
D And E 

General Body 

10:00am– 12:00pm Ministers’ Meeting 
Bishop Ira Combs, Jr. 

Sanctuary General Body 

11:00am-12:00pm Office of Compliance  

Suffragan Bishop Wilbert Reed, Director 

Room A General Body 

12:00 Noon LUNCH BREAK 

1:00pm – 3:00pm Council Business Session Sanctuary General Body 

3:30pm– 4:30pm Bible Class 
Suff. Bishop Tony Thomas 

Sanctuary General Body 

4:30pm– 5:30pm DINNER BREAK 

5:30pm– 7:00pm License and Credentials 
District  Elder Alex Easley 

Room  
D and E 

General Body 

5:30pm– 7:00pm NDC Committee Meeting and Special Session 
Resolution Committee/ Grievance Committee 

Room 
A and B 

General Body 

5:30pm– 7:00pm Ushers Training TBD General Body 

5:30pm– 7:00pm Foot Washing Service  
Women in the Sanctuary / Men in the Chapel 

General Body 

7:00pm Evening Service 

Speaker: Bishop Jesse Battle 

Sanctuary General Body 



SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

Location Department 

10:00am-12:00pm International Missions Room  E NDC Missions 

12:00 Noon LUNCH BREAK 

1:00pm – 3:00pm Council Business Session 
Suffragan Bishop T.S. Wiggins  

Sanctuary General  Body 

3:30pm-4:30pm Bible Class - The Rapture 
Pastor Daniel Mastin 

Sanctuary General Body 

4:30pm – 5:30pm DINNER BREAK 

5:00pm – 6:00pm Seminar: Mental Health 
Suff. Bishop Kimberly Brown 

Chapel General Body 

6:00pm Evening Service(Special Start Time)
Ordination/ Elevation/ Communion
 Speaker: Bishop Clifton Jones 

Sanctuary General Body 

Friday | June 27, 2025 

Location Department 

9:00am-9:20am Prayer, Scripture 

Praise & Worship, Welcome 

Sanctuary CEA 

9:20am - 10:20am Seminar 

From Presentation to Implementation Series “Superintendents: 
Let’s Grow Your Christian Education Program”  Part 2 Eld. Darryl 
Pettway, Bethlehem Temple - Flint, MI  

Sanctuary CEA 

10:20am Dismissal of Young People to Classes CEA 

10:20am-11:45am Youth Class Room B CEA 

10:20am-11:45am Teen Class Room E CEA 

10:25am-10:55am  Mini-Seminar - Christian Education: Equipping the King-

dom “Deacons” Evang. Angie Borton 

Sanctuary CEA 

11:00am-11:30am Seminar - Christian Education: Equipping the Kingdom 

“Treasurers/Financial Secretaries” Min. Angie Holman  

Sanctuary CEA 

11:30am-12:00pm Business Meeting- Elder Ivan Elam, CEA President, 

Christ Temple Church, Pontiac 
Secretary’s Report: Evang. Janell Richard 
Treasurer’s Report: Sis. Stephanie Howard 
Region V Update: Sis. Sharell Elam 

Offering:  Dist. Elder Dorian Richardson 

Sanctuary CEA 

12:00pm  Dismissal Sanctuary 

12:00pm-1:00pm Ice Cream Social Dining Area CEA 

Saturday | June 28, 2025 



Saturday | June 28, 2025 

11:30am-12:00pm Young Ministers’ Meeting Chapel General Body 

1:00pm-2:00pm Mid-Day Service 
Speaker: Evangelist Ashley Paul

Sanctuary PYPU 

2:00pm – 3:30pm Youth Activities for All ages Activity 
Center 

PYPU 

3:15pm – 4:15pm NDCPYPU Business Meeting Sanctuary PYPU 

4:15pm-4:45pm Choir / Praise Team Rehearsal Sanctuary PYPU 

5:00pm DINNER BREAK

5:00pm-5:30pm Staff Meeting 
NDCPYPU Executive Staff 

Chapel PYPU 

5:30pm Evening Service 
Speaker: Pastor Jacorie Crayton, 
Pastor of Greater Bibleway Temple-Montevallo of the Apostolic Faith, 
Montevallo, Alabama 

Sanctuary PYPU 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 



Arthur Samuels, was born on June 25, 1925, on Harding Street in Clinton Township, Michigan, to Milton and Oleta Samuels. His 
beginnings were humble, he was one of thirteen children raised in a small house built by my grandfather Milton, just a few years 
earlier. The home had no running water or indoor bathroom, was heated by coal, and meals were prepared on a coal stove. It was 
a hard life by today’s standards, but it was filled with resilience, faith, and family. As a child, he was known by the nickname “Fit,” 
though no one seems to recall exactly why—it always seemed a bit of a mystery, especially since he was such a quiet, serious boy. 
From those early days, his life would become a beauƟful journey marked by quiet strength, deep faith, and unwavering love for 
family and community. 
Shortly aŌer graduaƟng from high school, Arthur briefly worked at a Chrysler plant before being draŌed into the U.S. Navy in 1943 
during World War II. Following the passage of the SelecƟve Service and Training Act of 1940, African American men were given new 
opportuniƟes to train and gain skilled trades in the military. Out of more than 100,000 Black sailors, Arthur was one of just 800 
selected for specialized training. He studied at Hampton InsƟtute and earned the rank of Navy Electrician 2nd Class. Although he 
never served at sea, he worked on warships at the U.S. Naval Repair Base in San Diego—a role he spoke of with quiet pride. He was 
always proud of his Navy service, even if he liked to joke that he was just a “dryland sailor.” 
In 1946, with his brother Edward and friend John Andrews, he co-founded the Andrews and Samuels Trucking Company, headquar-
tered at Linwood and Monterey in Detroit. The business included unloading lumber from railroad cars and delivering supplies to 
lumber yards across the Detroit Metro area. They also delivered lumber from the yards to construcƟon sites statewide. For nearly 
thirty years, they worked hard and made a name for themselves during a Ɵme when opportunity for African Americans didn’t come 
easily. 
One of the cornerstones of his life is his faith. On December 22, 1946, he was bapƟzed and received the Holy Ghost at Bethlehem 
Temple Church in Clinton Township, Michigan. He remains the church’s longest-serving member, having worshipped under the 
leadership of Elder James BaƩle, Pastor Daisy Culpepper, Elder Alex Kitchen, Suffragan Bishop Kenneth Hoke, and currently Suffra-
gan Bishop Donald Bradley. Over the years, he served the church in numerous roles, such as janitor, bus driver, Young People’s 
Chairman, Sunday School Teacher, Superintendent, Financial Secretary, Deacon, Senior Deacon, Co-Pastor, and a member of both 
the Deacon and Trustee Boards. He was also a faithful and dedicated member of the Northern District Council.  Deacon Samuels or 
“Deac” as he was affecƟonately called, never sought recogniƟon; he just wanted to serve. 
But the most meaningful turn in his life came thanks to my Aunt BeƩy (Samuels) Keith and a leƩer from her friend Vivian (Brown) 
Mindengall. That leƩer introduced him to Laura Mae Harris, a young nursing student from Georgia who had just arrived in Detroit. 
He told his children about their early courtship, especially their aŌernoons at Belle Isle, where they’d canoe and relax by the foun-
tains. They married on December 18, 1949, in Blackshear, Georgia. Together, they raised seven children and later welcomed grand-
children and great-grandchildren. 
They shared 65 years of marriage before she passed in 2014. Even through her long illness, Arthur stayed by her side with quiet 
devoƟon.  
ReflecƟng on their marriage, He remarked: 
“I am thankful for sixty-five years of marriage. God’s blessings are wonderful. He gave me the strength to endure the difficult things 
and to be thankful for both the blessings and the trials. I’m glad, with God’s help, I was able to care for her through years of sickness 
and pain. God prepared me for [her death on] October 24, 2014.” 
Like his parents, he and Laura started a family in a small house with no running water or indoor plumbing. However, he eventually 
bought the property next door and built a modern house to raise their growing family, and where he resides to this day. 
AŌer the housing downturn in the 1970s led to the end of his trucking business, Dad found a new purpose. He worked briefly for 
the Clinton Township Parks and RecreaƟon Department and later joined the Michigan Department of TransportaƟon, where he 
spent 15 years maintaining lighƟng across the Detroit freeways and the Blue Water Bridge. Even then, he found Ɵme to serve two-
year terms on the Quinn Park Area D Council, 1968-1980, and the Clinton Township Planning Commission, 1970 to 1974. 
“Now, as we celebrate his 100th birthday, I can’t help but feel overwhelmed with graƟtude. Dad’s life has been one of endurance, 
humility, service, and deep faith. He taught us to value hard work, to honor our commitments, and to serve with grace—even when 
no one’s looking. His legacy is not just in the years he’s lived, but in the lives he’s touched.” Authur Samuals Jr. 

On Behalf of  our Diocesan Bishop Ira Combs, Jr., Suff. Bishop Theron S. Wiggins, and the entire body of the Northern District 
Council We salute you for your undying faith in God and for the longevity of life that God  has so graciously given you.  

Arthur Samuels 



Onsite Food: 

RegistraƟon 

www.ndcpaw.org  

Tuesday Full Breakfast  $10 Lunch  11:30am –12:30pm Dinner  $15 

Wednesday Continental Breakfast   $5 Lunch  11:30am –12:30pm Dinner  $15 

Thursday Continental Breakfast  $5 Lunch  11:30am –12:30pm Dinner  $15 

Friday Continental Breakfast   $5 Lunch  11:30am –12:30pm Dinner  $15 

Saturday    Dinner  $15 







www.ndcpaw.org  

Men’s Ministry Auxiliary (MM) -  Elder Lance Everson 

Missionary & Christian Women Auxiliary (MCWA) - Evg. Melinda Peterman 

International Missions  Auxiliary -  Suffragan Bishop Tony Thomas 

Christian Education Auxiliary (CEA) -  Pastor Ivan Elam 

Singles ’ Auxiliary (SA) -  Evg. Beverly Williams 

Ministers’ Wives & Ministers’ Widows (MWMWA) - First Lady Michelle Faulk 

Young People's Auxiliary  (PYPU) -  Elder Demetrius Phillips 

Ushers’ Auxiliary  -  Evg. Tiana Haygood 

NDC GENERAL SECRETARY 
Suffragan Bishop Reginald FREEMAN 

NDC COUNCIL CHAIRMAN  
Suffragan Bishop Theron S. WIGGINS 

NDC COUNCIL VICE CHAIRMAN 
Suffragan Bishop Luke McCLENDON 

NDC GENERAL TREASURER
Minister Angie HOLMAN 

NDC DIOCESAN BISHOP 
Bishop Ira COMBS, Jr., D.D. 

NDC ASSIST. GENERAL SECRETARY 
Suffragan Bishop Phillip JOHNSON 

Suff. Bishop Luke McClendon (Region 1)  

Suff. Bishop Tony Thomas (Region 7)  

Suff. Bishop Theron Wiggins (Region 3)  

Suff. Bishop Donney Faulk (Region 5)  

Suff. Bishop Theophilus Burrel (Region 4) 

Suff. Bishop Wilbert Reed, Jr. (Region 2)  

Suff. Bishop Kenneth Brown  

Suff. Bishop Reginald Mallett 

Suff. Bishop Phillip Thompson (Region 6) 

Suff. Bishop Phillip Johnson  

District Elder Samuel Hemmingway  

District Elder Michael Eubanks  

District Elder Curtis Johnson  

District Elder Eunice Jones  

District Elder Dorian Richardson  

District Elder Alex Easley  

District Elder William LaMar  

District Elder Mark Thomas  

District Elder Lee Patterson 

District Elder Walter Elam 

Suffragan Bishop Wilbert Reed, Jr. - Compliance Director 
District Elder Alex Easley - License and Credential Director 
Brother Ryan Owens - Information & Technology Director 
Evangelist Tiana Haygood - Council Session Coordinator 

Lady Keiara Gladney - Housing Coordinator 
Brother Eric Smith - Audio/Video Streaming Coordinator  

Bishop Charles H. Ellis, III - PAW District #24 | South Carolina (USA)  
Bishop Gary Harper - PAW District  #41 Ghana | West Africa 

Bishop Mona Reide - PAW District #34 Sierra Leone | West Africa 
Bishop Harry S. Grayson - PAW District #60 Western Cape | South Africa 

Bishop Avery Burrel - PAW  District #73 | Costa Rica 
Bishop Carlton Burrel - #78 | Guanajuato, Mexico 

NDC ASSIST. GENERAL TREASURER
Suffragan Bishop Theophilus BURREL 

Bishop Theodore Brooks 

Presiding Bishop 




