W.G. Rice Elementary & Iron Forge Elementary Schools 
SMPTO Meeting Minutes
September 18, 2025
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1. Call to Order/Welcome/Introductions  
6:04pm meeting called to order.  In attendance: Bridgette W. (President), Tiffany D. (co-treasurer), Katherine S. (co-treasurer), Emily K. (co-VP/WG Rice), Colby K. (Co-VP/ IFES), Janelle C. (Co-VP/IFES), Natasha Y. (Secretary), Tori C. (Co-VP/WG Rice), Audit Team - Shane Fisher and Stacey Poulsen, David Boley (Principal, WG Rice), Stacey Alexander (Principal, IFES), and 3 parents.  
2. Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting 
Motion made to approve by Janelle Cekovich; Second by Tori Christen
3. Principal Reports/School Board Representative 
a. Federal Program Update- 
Title I – IV supplemental funding received from government to support students.   
TITLE 1: $293, 223 for eligible students in reading K-5.  
Goal: Two-thirds of students grow in fluency by achieving benchmarks and exceeding typical rate of improvement.  Free and reduced rates: WG Rice 42%, IFES 44%, YBMS 42%, BSHS 35%
TITLE II: $47,647 for class size reduction and money goes towards funding K teachers. 
Goal: 2/3 kindergarten students achieve benchmark and exceed typical growth.  
TITLE III: Support ELD Program, professional development, or stipends
Goal:  Staff participation in PD at IU and/or other consultants 
TITLE IV: $23,002 for safe and healthy students (drug and violence prevention), and effective use of technology.  
Goal: Increase referrals and use of technology to make instructional decisions 
b. WG Rice: (Mr. Boley) Reminder for In-service Day on Friday, September 18th and October 10th for next in-service day.  Upcoming apple orchard trip for K. Reports of Bubblethon excitement at school.  
c. IFES: (Ms. Alexander) Collecting Data and analyzing for in-service on September 18th.  Reported excitement of third grader’s trip to Kings Gap and Grade 4 upcoming trip to Oaks Museum.  
4. Treasurer’s Report 
a. Excess Fund Follow Up:  Ice cream provided for K event, teacher lounge furnished, IFES will use Funding for field trip t-shirts and spirit days. Playground equipment is on hold until someone is available to install for insurance purposes.  
b. Bubblethon: cash and checks from corporate donors exceeding goals.  Bubblethon total currently over $40K goal.  
c. Expenditures: Reimbursements being written to teachers 11 at Rice and 16 at IFES ,Spooky Party supplies, taxes, taxes 
d. Excess funding at expected number to continue with regular programming and events.  
5. Correspondence 
a. Yearbook Stipend Request: $600 given last year for yearbook, this year SMPTO is allotting $1,440 donation to this year’s yearbook.  Will reduce cost for all students’ yearbooks.  Awaiting request for yearbook funding.  
b. Field trip request: 5th grade IMAX/ Whitaker Center musical program; increasing funding $7/student for field trips this year.  Discussed using funding for transportation on free field trips.  
c. Thank you from Amelia Given’s library. SMPTO used cash profit from Book Fairs to help fund their summer program and to provide books for all students K-5 prior to summer break.  
6. Old Business 
a. SMPTO Position Description Update Approval: motion made by Tori C.; seconded by Emily K.
b. Bylaw Update Approval: motion made by Janelle C.; seconded by Colby K. 
c. Bus Driver Gifts: Per a previous parent request, gift cards for Karns and spirit gear t-shirts were hand-delivered to bus drivers during their morning drop-off’s at WG Rice.  
d. Teacher Reimbursements: Teachers have until 10/31 to submit form and receipts for supplies.  Request made to have teachers cash checks within two weeks of receipt.  
7. New Business  
a. Bubblethon Update: $43,322 total; Both schools reached over $20k school goal; 20 classrooms silly stringing teachers, 33 classrooms earned movie and popcorn, all 43 classrooms will have popsicles. Suggestion made to purchase goggles and ponchos for teachers.   Suggestion made to purchase Kona Ice instead of popsicles.  If so, this reward will need to be done on different day due to time restraints.  
Motion to approve Kona ice instead of popsicles: Katherine S. /seconded by Tiffany D. 
Popcorn has been purchased; movie date needs approval by principals; Movie should be related to curriculum.  Skinny pop will be used for this reward again, and boxes will be labeled with teacher names. 
Students without T-shirt sizes submitted will receive general grade size.  
Banner with donors listed was approved by board and ordered for Bubblethon Event.  
b. Bubbler Mini-Golf (9am-2pm; 2/21/2026) Bubbler foundation holding event at IFES.  Largest fundraiser for them.  Asked if the SMPTO would be interested in designing/sponsoring a hole for the event.  Motion to approve Tori C.; seconded by Janelle C.  
c. Parent Involvement & Communication: Bridgette inquired parents if current social media and communication is sufficient, or if any changes or additions are needed to get messaging to families.  Inquired about obtaining SMPTO school email.  
d. Audit Report: 2024-25 financials reviews.  No findings of error or fraud.  Recommendations include utilization of a statement of cash flow, file a 990-EZ moving forward, and maintaining a separate “outstanding check” list.  Report supplied by audit team for all in attendance.  
e. Fall Fun Fest & Spooky Party: Activities planned and ready to go.  IFES co-VP’S reported going over budget by $600 due to expenses including crafts and DJ, maps for activities complete, and consideration to have PTO representatives available in spooky hallway to assist.  
f. Teacher Grant Request: Amy Paskalik (3rd grade) requested seat cushions (6 for each class) for each classroom to be used as flex seating and as a reward for students.  
Motion to approve by Emily K.; seconded by Natasha Y.  
8. Announcements/Upcoming Events  
a. Bubblethon Fundraiser (September 2nd-19th)  
b. Bubblethon Events (IFES Oct 3rd/ WG Rice Oct 9th)  
c. October 16th – SMPTO Meeting @ 6PM in IFES Library *Will need to be rescheduled due to the Boiling Springs Parade.* 
d. Bubblethon Rewards (IFES Oct 17th/ WG Rice Oct 24th)  
e. IFES Fall Fun Fest (November 7th; 6-8pm) 
f. WG Rice Book Fair  (November 17th & 19th)
g. Conference Lunch/Dinner (WG Rice Nov 19th/ IFES Nov 20th) 
9. Open Floor/Miscellaneous  
No Comments or questions 
10. Adjournment  
1. Motion by Natasha Y., seconded by Tori C.
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