W.G. Rice Elementary & Iron Forge Elementary Schools 
SMPTO Meeting Minutes
October 13, 2026
1. [image: A cartoon of an owl

Description automatically generated]Call to Order/Welcome/Introductions  
Meeting started at 6:04pm. In attendance Shannon Arnold (Co-President), Allison Schrom (Rice Co-VP), Natasha Yearsley (Secretary), Tori Christen (IFES Co-VP), Bridgette Wickard (Co-President), Katherine Stone (Treasurer), David Boley (Principal – WG Rice), Stacy Alexander (Principal – IFES) , Colleen Walp (1st grade teacher), Brittany White (Assistant Principal – IFES & WG Rice), Amanda Schaeffer (5th grade teacher), Stephanie Beverly (5th grade teacher), and 4 parents. 
2. Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting 
a. Corrections made to one typo on page one, and one name correction on page two.  
		Motion Made by Ally Schrom; seconded by Colby Kramer; Motion passed 
3. Principal Reports/School Board Representative 
1. Rice: Mr. Boley extended thank you for Bubblethon and looking forward to Bubblethon Reward Day.  He will be out of town that day.  Halloween Parade on 10/30 with middle school band.  Thinking ahead to parent teacher conferences in November.  
2. IFES:  Ms. Alexander discussed the “Stop Think Go” model and “flipping our lid” at IFES focused during community meeting. October 19th conference links will be opening for families.  Conferences will be held during the week of November 16th prior to Thanksgiving break.  
4. Treasurer’s Report 
a. General Report:  Totals at the end of September for checking $14,672.52 and savings $20,558.63, expenditures included donations from corporations, gift card donations, IFES cash donations, and silly string, sponsor banner and Bubblethon supplies, TTSU renewal, website renewal, cashed reimbursements, and Rice luncheon, Joe Romano for both schools, and magic fish for the Spooky party.  
Motion to approve Tori; second by Ally 
	Motion passed 
b. Updated budget: For the post-Bubblethon fundraising period, showing an approximate $7,000 deficit in total funds raised and looking to change the budget in the following: various operating expenses, lunches and dinners for teachers, and equipment requests. More will need to be adjusted for yearbooks, Joe Romano show, and field trips.  
-Will need to remove Spring Fling bake sale income ($300).  
-Will need to communicate to the teachers the change in the budget, and why many of the PTO benefits/gifts might not be offered.  
-Suggestion made to offer corporate sponsors to support a school luncheon for teachers or sponsor teacher appreciation gifts.  Another suggestion is to organize food trucks for teachers to purchase their own meals.  One teacher expressed appreciation more for meals than for snacks.  
Motion to approve Tasha; second by Tiffany Dasher 
	Motion passed 
Tori suggested for the SMPTO only host one of the two family events to help with adding funds into other areas.  Will need to revisit this in a future meeting.   
c. Audit Report: David Wickard explained audit report performed by CPA’s.  Copies of report shared with those in attendance.  Financial statements were free of fraud after review.  Came up with recommendations to show a cash flow projection throughout the year by adding check numbers.  Meeting minutes show motions and seconds listed. Noted there are no abstentions listed or whether motions are passed (recommended for future minutes). Questions about funds spent on funds for IFES playground equipment. Double-check totals listed for funds on meeting minutes.  Will need to show proof of board positions, when they were filled, and their terms.   Recommend if any inventory is maintained, record them as a liability or an asset (anything of monetary value).  
5. Correspondence 
a. IFES Nurses sent a thank you for a donation made by the SMPTO to use towards clothing items for children who need to change clothing during school hours.  
b. Magician, Richard Benninghoff, advertisement for future assemblies.  
6. Old Business 
a. Bubblethon:  Reviewed new set up with stations.  Recommendation for playground area used for silly string at WG Rice instead of island due to backlog.  All grades and teachers were given opportunity to enjoy shaved ice treats.  Will need to make accommodations or communicate to PreK families to alter pickup routines for that day.  Stations moved smoothly at IFES.  Will need to make sure students are walking into the track area in a quiet line to help with starting the event for each group.  Katherine would like to use a different fundraising platform (Zeffy) next year to eliminate the added cost of 99Pledges.  
7. New Business  
a. Bubblethon Reward Days: IFES on 10/16, and WG Rice on 10/23.  3 volunteer slots needed for IFES and 1 volunteer slot available for WG Rice.  
b. Fall Fun Fest and Spooky Party: Volunteers needed for the spooky hallway and games.  Food donations are filling up.   Janelle (IFES co-VP) is checking in with the DJ and photo booth to send a reminder for the event.  Katherine ordered items for fortune telling but those items will need to be returned (Drama club not available).  Considerations are being made to invite Interact Club members or other groups to receive service hours during the event (primarily with the games).  
Colby (former PTO board member & parent of IFES child) will be arriving at 2:30 to unload items from the office.  Will begin decorating at 2:45pm to avoid students leaving the music room and band room.  
If needed, the SMPTO has received Karns and Wegmans gift cards to be used for food items.  
c. Volunteer Event Attendance Policy: Tabled
d. IFES Luau: Tabled 
e. Family Fun Events: Tabled
8. Announcements/Upcoming Events  
a. Bubblethon Rewards (IFES 10/16 & WG Rice 10/23)  
b. IFES Fall Fun Fest (October 23rd; 6-8pm) 
c. WG Rice Book Fair [November 16th, 18th & 20th (1/2day)] Delivery confirmed for set up on November 5th.  All classes will review the bookfair during library periods prior to the bookfair event.  
d. Thursday, November 19th – SMPTO Meeting @ 6PM in IFES Library Rescheduled for Tuesday, November 10th @ 6pm in IFES Library
e. Santa Firetruck Parade (December 5th) Suggested made to send firetruck to schools offered to those who aren’t normally on the route.  
f. Holiday Event at the Lake (December 6th, 12pm-6pm)
g. WG Rice Holiday Market (December 7th-11th)
9. Open Floor/Miscellaneous  
a. Teacher grants requested at previous meeting have been approved. 
b. Natasha will begin working full-time at WG Rice starting 10/19 through 1/4/2027.  Will be less available for daytime events during this period.  
c. Revisited suggestions made by Tori to host only one of the two family events to help with adding funds into other areas of the budget.  A motion was made to remove the March event for these purposes.  
Motion to approve this change by Tori; seconded by Ally
Motion passed 
10. Adjournment  
Meeting adjourned at 7:23pm 
	Motion made by Tori; Seconded by Katherine 
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