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1. Call to Order/Welcome/Introductions:  Meeting started at 6:12pm.  In attendance Bridgette Wickard (Co-President), Shannon Arnold (Co-President), Tori Christen (IFES Co-VP), Katherine Stone (Treasurer), Stacey Alexander (IFES Principal), Brittany White (VP for IFES and Rice), David Boley (Rice Principal), Ally Schrom (Rice Co-VP), Natasha Yearsley (Secretary), Janelle Cekovich (IFES co-VP).  
2. Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting: Deleting last item from July meeting minutes.  
1. Motion to approve July by: Janelle; Second by: Tori
2. Motion to approve May by: Tori; Second by : Tasha 
3. Principal Reports/School Board Representative
a. Rice: K back to school Monday and 1st and 2nd on Tuesday 
b. IFES: Back to school Monday 4:30-6:30pm 
4. Treasurer’s Report: Checking $18,400; Savings $20,600
In July, expenditures made for Spring Fling items, donation made by Sugar Shack from Spring Fling profits, payments made for Ag Lab and envelopes for Bubblethon.  Upcoming expenditures include payment for email and website, deposit for Bubblethon inflatables, printing for Bubblethon, and teacher reimbursements.  2026-27 budget shared with all.  2025-26 spending shared. There are two outstanding invoices for Ag Lab provided for Rice to make payment using anticipated grant.  
Motion made by: Janelle; Second by: Tori 
5. Correspondence: Science Explorers program sent information about after-school/event fundraising opportunities.  
6. Old Business 
a. SMPTO Board Role Changes:  Shannon and Bridgette are looking for shared roles as Co-Presidents, to keep two open slots for VP’s at Rice and IFES.  For this schoolyear, we are temporarily approving an additional president.  At future election periods, we will determine the need accordingly.  Shannon will be starting a two-year term, and Bridgette will be starting a 1-year term.  Ally Schrom will be filling the Co-VP role at Rice, Tori (2 years) and Janelle (1 year) will remain at their respective schools.  If there is a need for a tie-breaking vote, president holding the two-year term will vote.  
Motion to approve by Shannon:   Tori; Second by Janelle
Motion to approve by Bridgette:   Tasha; Second by Ally 
b. Bubblethon Business Sponsor Advertising: Shared idea to put stickers into yearbooks.  Will be using the image of the banner (board approved) as one sticker for the yearbook stickers.  The banner will be displayed at all events this school year, and sponsors will be mentioned at events.  
7. Popsicles and Playground Kindergarten Kickoff Event: Melissa Vincent will be purchasing the popsicles for the event, and the PTO will be providing reimbursement.  A PTO table will be out at the playground.  


8. New Business  
a. Bubblethon Update: Mr. Boley signed a form to be sent to district office and approved by the school board.  Without board approval, Bubblethon cannot begin.  If waiting until the next board meeting, packets cannot be sent home until 9/10 at the earliest.  This year, T-shirts will not be a reward, and Sunset slush is available for events. A choice of flavors will be provided. The banner will also need to be board approved before being used at the Bubblethon events starting 10/2.  The event will now run 9/10 through 9/25/26.  Bridgette will be setting up the 99 pledges account.  Katherine is finalizing forms to be sent to families halfway through the fundraising period.  Bubblethon information will be sent directly to teachers this year.  
b. Key Access: Permission for the key fob was requested for access into IFES.  The security is being updated and will allow access at both IFES and Rice.  Evenings and weekends will be included in times access is permitted.  
c. Perishable Items Purchased by Teachers:   Any food items or snacks purchased for events using grants, SMPTO will reimburse.  Will not be able to purchase and deliver due to working hours of the board members.  Exceptions will be made for events such as Bubbling Over Pizza and ice cream treats.  
d. Team Leads 2026-27:  K (Vincent), Walp (1), Owen (2), Leskowski (Special Ed), Ellen Schinn (Specialists); Paskalik (3), Wilson (4), Lins (5), Muller (Special Ed), Swank (Specialists).  
e. Holiday Event During School Day: Emailed firehouse for 12/5 for Santa parade if needed.  Will be changing route if this event occurs.  Suggestion made to change holiday event to occur during school hours.  A character (not religiously affiliated) to visit school and hand-deliver gift or books from the SMPTO.  Principals will talk about this with the superintendent, and revisit later. 
Shannon brought a holiday shop catalog to streamline the Rice Holiday Market.  This would be similar to Scholastic Book Fairs. Donation opportunities are available using excess funds on eWallets.  Looking into catalog options and whether cash only option is available.  
f. Teacher Reps at Meetings: Looking for more participation from the teachers at the upcoming PTO meetings.  Suggestions were made to encourage teachers to take turns (one meeting per year), Bubbler service hours, or other incentives to join in on the meeting discussions.  
g. Full-Time Working Board:   Will need items addressed in a timelier manner to fit the working schedule of board members.  Looking for teacher representatives to help with communication or a way to reach out to the teachers directly when asking questions regarding their classrooms.  Looking for guidance, with principals’ approval, on how to have direct contact with teachers.  Principals will be providing this as we navigate tasks throughout the year during meetings.  Will continue to relay information using monthly newsletters, and blasts seldomly.  
8. Announcements/Upcoming Events  
a. Back to School Nights
1. Kindergarten (8/24 @3pm) 
2. First and Second Grades (8/25; 3-5pm)
3. IFES (8/24; 4:30-6:30pm & Mix & Mingle 3:30-4:15pm) 
b. Back to School Lunch (Rice 8/25)
c. Bubblethon Fundraiser (8/31-9/17)  
d. September 17th – SMPTO Meeting @ 6PM in IFES Library 
e. Bubblethon Events (IFES 10/2 & WG Rice 10/8)  
f. Bubblethon Rewards (IFES 10/16 & WG Rice 10/23)  
g. IFES Fall Fun Fest (October 23rd; 6-8pm) 
h. WG Rice Book Fair [November 16th, 18th & 20th (1/2day)]
9. Open Floor/Miscellaneous  
1. Purchase new iPad 
2. Civic Association Event: interest in holding a table at the holiday tree lighting event again this year.  
3. IFES and Rice will both be having Joe Romano again this year.  
4. Ag Van at Rice will be the week of 4/20 through 4/23/27
5. Tiffany Dasher (former co-treasurer) to be removed from both bank accounts.  Add Shannon Arnold to both accounts (checking and savings).  Katherine Stone, Bridgette Wickard, and Shannon Arnold will have signature permission on all checks for the 26-27 school year.  
Checking: 537776643
Savings: 776048575 
10. Adjournment  
Meeting ended at 8:02pm
Motion to adjourn: Tasha; Seconded by: Bridgette 
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