W.G. Rice Elementary & Iron Forge Elementary Schools 
SMPTO Meeting Agenda
October 23, 2025
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Description automatically generated]Call to Order/Welcome/Introductions Meeting started 6:07pm. In attendance was Bridgette W. (president), Colby K. (co-vp IFES), Janelle C. (co-vp IFES), Emily K. (co-vp Rice), Tiffany D. (co-treasurer), Katherine S. (co-treasurer), Natasha Y. (secretary), 1 Teacher (Ms. Beverly), Stacy Alexander (Principal IFES) 
2. Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting: 
Motion made by Katherin S., seconded by Tiffany D. 
3. Principal Reports/School Board Representative 
a. Rice Updates: Halloween parade 10/31 @1:30pm, End of 1st semester 11/12; posted to sapphire 11/14, Upcoming Parent-Teacher Conferences 11/17 and 11/19, and reminder for Thanksgiving Break 11/25 through 12/1.  
b. IFES Updates:  “Thank You” from Ms. Alexander, loved walking with students on the track at her first Bubblethon. Mr. Whipple visiting the school this week and providing extra art experience for students, updates on IFES report card.  Report cards will be more standards-based with more details around skills.  Letter will be sent home to families outlining new system.  
4. Treasurer’s Report 
a. End of Sept: $68k in checking, $28K in savings, $89K total
b. Expenses include Ice Cream, back to school events, Spirit Gear, Bus driver snacks, school pantry, 5th grade field trip, Rice Yearbook.  
c. Will need to investigate yearbook stipend from IFES 
Motion approved by Colby, seconded by Janelle 
5. Correspondence 
a. Thank you note from the 3rd grade team for Bubblethon. 
b. Request from Carlisle Area Science Advisory Committee for donation and joining their organization.  
6. Old Business 
a. Teacher Reimbursements: last day is 10/31 for submissions.  26 reimbursements given at Rice and 28 reimbursements for IFES completed.  WG Rice: 2 teacher checks written, 8 homeroom teachers who have not yet put in requests.  IFES: 2 teacher checks pending, and 2 requests not yet submitted.  
b. Bubblethon Update: Sunset Slush Truck was a “big hit” and well received by students and staff.  Bridgette thanked volunteers and all who helped to make the day a success.  Teachers have asked how to incorporate the movie and popcorn reward into their schedules, and if streaming videos is permitted.  PTO will plan on ordering popcorn prior to the movie presentations.  Looking to communicate with teachers for future Bubblethon events and Planning.  

7. New Business  
a. Fall Fun Fest & Spooky Party (November 7th; 6-8pm) Some miscellaneous chaperone spots are not filled on volunteer form; decoration volunteers not completely filled, but staff helped last year; fruit trays not fulfilled in sign-up. Volunteers can begin decorating at 4pm.  229 students currently signed up for the event, and only 96 slots for cupcakes/cookies.  More slots for these items to be added to the signup.  Consider posting on social media need for more donations and volunteers.   
b. Teacher Grant Request: 2 requests
i. Tara Swank (IFES Library) made requests for gear to use for outdoor morning drop-off and pickup when inclement weather occurs: 
Motion made by Emily, seconded by Janelle
ii. Rob Waynick (IFES PE) requests two pop-up goals for physical education classes.   
Motion made by Janelle, seconded by Colby
c. WG Rice Book Fair (November 17th & 19th): Moved account to PTO email with co-host access.  Kick-off kit to arrive next week for event (posters, etc).  Scholastic website will be available to share with families around the event.  Delivery window 11/10-11/14 from 9am to 3pm. Pickup window will be 11/24, 12/2-5 between 9am-3pm.  All cardboard characters, table coverings, and one of each poster can be kept. Can consider using these items for PBIS reward prizes.  Next year’s Rice bookfair scheduled for the same time next year.  
d. Santa Firetruck Parade & Holiday Event at the Lake (12/7): Firetrucks and Santa reserved for the events.  Kringle Market across from Café 101, chorus begins at 5:15pm, and tree light 5:30pm, Santa arrives via boat at 1pm.  PTO table craft to be determined. 
e. WG Rice Holiday Market (December 8th-11th): Preparing order for upcoming market.  Considering a change in group timing so that second grade can do their shopping first.  
f. Conference Lunch/Dinner (WG Rice Nov 19th/ IFES Nov 20th) Considering boxed meals from CPARC for teachers to have, which can be consumed when they have breaks in their conference schedules.  
8. Announcements/Upcoming Events  
a. Bubblethon Rewards (IFES Oct 17th/ WG Rice Oct 24th)  
b. IFES Fall Fun Fest (November 7th; 6-8pm)
c. WG Rice Book Fair (November 17th & 19th)
d. November 20th – SMPTO Meeting @ 6PM in IFES Library **
e. Santa Firetruck Parade & Holiday Event at the Lake (December 6th; 1-3pm)
f. WG Rice Holiday Market (December 8th-11th)
9. Open Floor/Miscellaneous: Emily inquired about art displays to be used for art shows for WG Rice Elementary.  Will tell art teacher are WG Rice to put in a request for funds.  
10. Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 7:21pm 
Motion made by Natasha; Seconded by Emily 
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