

W.G. Rice Elementary & Iron Forge Elementary Schools 
SMPTO Meeting Minutes
September 17, 2026
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Description automatically generated]Call to Order/Welcome/Introductions 
Meeting started at 6:08pm in attendance Bridgette Wickard (co-President), Shannon Arnold (co-President), Natasha Yearsley (secretary), Tori Christen (co VP IFES), Katherine Stone (treasurer), Aly Schrom. (VP Rice), 8 parents, one grandparent, Stacey Alexander (principal IFES), Mike Breslen (English Teacher BSHS), and Ketha Ranck (Kindergarten Teacher).  
2. Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting 
	Motion Made by Aly; Seconded by Ketha Ranck
3. Principal Reports/School Board Representative 
IFES:  Ms. Alexandar reports in-service day will be utilized for data “diving” using iReady system and beginning of the year reports.  CARES focus at IFES has been on respect.  October focus will be independent problem-solving strategies.  
Rice: (Provided by Ketha Ranck) First and second grade completed beginning of year assessments.  Kindergarten has been given grace time to adjust to beginning school before starting their testing period.  Kindergarten will be starting assessments the week of 9/14/26.  It has been a smooth start to school; Rice has started focusing on cooperation and respect as well as Constitution Day celebrations.  
4. Treasurer’s Report 
As of 9/17/2026: $17,725.70 in the checking account and $20,558 in savings.  August expenditures included donations for Bubblethon from companies, down payment for inflatables for each school ($100 each), spirit gear sold, operating expenses include new iPad and stepstool as well as online marketing, teacher reimbursements, and student events (ag lab).  
Anticipated income and expenditures: Teacher reimbursement, Bubblethon donations.  
		Motion Made by Tasha; Seconded by Aly 
5. Correspondence 
-Thank you from Amelia Given library for supporting their summer learning program.  
-Thank you from Ms. Alexander and IFES for funds to help start the “soft start” program and the Mix and Mingle for teachers at the Back-to-School event.  
6. Old Business 
a. Bubblethon: Funds raised total as of 9/17/26 $18,035; Rice has raised $10,415 and IFES $7,620.  When schools reach $21K, they will receive the bounce house reward day.  K and 2nd grade have reached frozen treat reward.  We are around $3,000-4,000 less funds raised than the previous years.  There are some concerns about raising enough funds to provide all in budget with the amount donated so far.  Some questions were raised about the change from classrooms to grade-level funds.  It was suggested to add more social media outreach or school communication via email or other communication platforms.  Paper reminders (for those who have not reached the $45 goal) and thank you’s (for those who have) to be sent home before the end of fundraising period.
b. Teacher Reps
Looking for teachers to attend in a more regular manner.  Thanks were given to Ketha for attending this meeting.  
c. Holiday Events During School
At previous meeting, discussed having a character visit the schools.  Suggestions were made to provide a treat instead of character during the school.  This event would replace the firetruck event done in previous years.  Looking for suggestions to involve more students.  Suggestion made to use the time utilized for Holiday Market instead to provide holiday activity rotation.  Holiday Market service company is being explored to streamline the process for that event.  SMPTO’s participation has been confirmed for the local tree lighting ceremony. 
d. Back to School Events 
Lunch for Rice from Sassy gourmet (boxed lunches) and Mix and Mingle at IFES was a success.  
e. Key Access
No updates on key access currently.  
7. New Business  
a. Bubblethon Reward Days: Looking to have bounce houses arrive early to start rotations at beginning of school day.  2 classes will have 20-30 minutes to enjoy the bounce houses.  Once reward is reached, volunteer sign up will be opened.  If rewards are not earned, deposits for bounce houses will be used for the Spring Fling.  
b. Fall Fun Fest and Spooky Party: No updates currently.  Set for Friday, October 23rd for IFES students only.  
c. Teacher Grant Requests: All have been approved of at the administration level.  Will hold on these once the Bubblethon funds have been totaled.  
-School Nurses at Rice: Asking for snacks in office for students.  Would be approximately $36 per box of goldfish.  
-Mikaila Hall (4th grade): Requesting portable seats/desks (“flexible seating”) for students to use during reading and independent work. Cost would be $136.  
-Abby Baker (spec ed) and Melissa Vincent (kindergarten): Asking for boards and letters for students to use while waiting for parents at dismissal. Cost would be $52.99.  
-Alexa McDonald (4th grade): Asking for chair bands for students who need movement throughout day.  


8. Announcements/Upcoming Events  
a. Bubblethon Fundraiser (8/31-9/17)  
b. Bubblethon Events (IFES 10/2 & WG Rice 10/8)  
c. Tuesday, October 13th – SMPTO Meeting @ 6PM in IFES Library 
d. Bubblethon Rewards (IFES 10/16 & WG Rice 10/23)  
e. IFES Fall Fun Fest (October 23rd; 6-8pm) 
f. WG Rice Book Fair [November 16th, 18th & 20th (1/2day)]
9. Open Floor/Miscellaneous  
Interest in open SMPTO board positions:  
a. Co-VP @ rice
b. Co Treasurer
c. If you know of anyone or are interested, please reach out via PTO email which will act as official written request
10. Adjournment  
Meeting ended at 7:21pm
	Motion Made by Katherine S.; Seconded by Ketha R. 
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