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Nearby quakes likely cause of damaged city water pipe

By Danielle Wilde
Napa Valley News Group

A series of earthquakes on
Sunday in Sonoma County and
dozens more on Monday south of
Clear Lake were the likely cause
of a cracked water pipe at the

downtown Calistoga intersection
of Lincoln Avenue and Washing-
ton Street that was discovered on
Monday, according to city staff.
“We’re thinking it was a seis-
mic crack from one of the events
that happened the last couple of
days,” Public Works Director

Derek Rayner said. “Whether it
happened because of the earth-
quakes I can’t say 100%, but the
timing is a little suspect.”

On Sunday afternoon, a mag-
nitude 4.0 ecarthquake struck
about 3.7 miles from Glen Ellen
in Sonoma County, according to

the U.S. Geological Survey. Felt
across the North Bay, it was fol-
lowed by 3.1- and 3.3-magnitude
aftershocks. On Monday, doz-
ens more low-magnitude earth-
quakes were reported south of
Clear Lake.

The downtown Calistoga pipe

rupture was identified early on
Monday afternoon as water made
its way to the street surface and
began to pool at the curbside.
“The intersection was damp

See CRACK page 8

Covered CA: Here's
10w residents can
nandle plan shifts

By Mariela Gomez
Napa Valley News Group

SPREADING HOLIDAY CHEER

As health coverage costs rise and uncertainty
looms at the federal level, many Napa County
residents, like many around the country, are hesi-
tating before locking in a health plan for the year
ahead in 2026.

Executive director of Covered California Jes-
sica Altman says that hesitation is already show-
ing up in the data. “We are definitely seeing
people waiting, watching and thinking,” Altman
told Napa Valley News Group. “But if you want
coverage starting Jan. 1, you do need to make a
decision by the end of December.”

Napa County numbers

In Napa County about 6,400 residents were
enrolled in Covered California as of June of this
year with more than 5,800 receiving tax credits
that help reduce their monthly premiums accord-
ing to the latest available data.

The reliance on financial assistance means
many local households could face sharply higher
health insurance bills next year if Congress al-
lows enhanced subsidies to expire.

Early enrollment trends already point to hesi-
tation: new sign-ups across the North Bay are
down about 35% compared with last year, mir-
roring a statewide decline of roughly 30%.

See COVERED CA page 8
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Tiny tots visit seniors

A holiday tradition shared amongst some of Calistoga’s youngest residents and its seniors continued Wednesday morning when
Hearts and Hands Preschool students took a field trip to Cedars Care Home to sing festive songs, including “Jingle Bells” and
“Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer,” and to perform choreographed dances. Following their performance, the students presented
hand-made holiday cards and ornaments to the senior residents.

Calistoga winemaker Kirk Venge builds on family legacy

By Len Tolstunov
For the Tribune

Kirk Venge owns and operates
Venge Vineyards, located just off Sil-
verado Trail and nestled into the east-
ern foothills of the Palisades, about
a mile from downtown Calistoga.

Venge, pronounced ven-ghee, was born
in Rutherford and has been immersed in
winemaking from a young age. He is a
third-generation Napa Valley winemaker,
fulfilling his vision to build on the family
legacy, which began with his grandfa-
ther, Per Venge, the son of an immigrant
from Denmark who took an interest in
wine and spirits. It was continued by his
father, Nils Venge, who established the
family name in the wine-growing com-

munity, growing Cabernet Sauvignon
and Merlot in the Oakville District.

Kirk Venge earned a degree at UC
Davis in viticulture and enology and
gained winemaking experience intern-
ing in Napa Valley and in Marlborough,
New Zealand. In 2008, Venge achieved his
lifelong dream when he became owner of
his family’s Venge Vineyards in Calistoga.
Venge is also winemaker and proprietor
of Croix Estate in Sonoma, which he
purchased in 2016 to focus on Chardon-
nay and Pinot Noir wines. Between Venge
Vineyards and Croix Estate, he now has
more than 15 wines in his portfolio.

Venge took time from his busy har-
vest season to sit down at his picturesque
Calistoga estate’s Bone Ash Vineyard —
with a brooding aroma of crushed grapes

and views that rival those in Tuscany — to
discuss his passion for winemaking.

Q: Who inspired you to become a wine-
maker?

“Growing up in a winemaking family,
I was drawn to winemaking from a very
early age, working in the cellar. I cleaned
tanks, monitored fermentation, transferred
wine between barrels, picked grapes, and,
later, worked with a construction crew that
gave me invaluable experience into winery
design and construction. As I started to
learn the more advanced ropes of my
profession, many famous Napa personali-
ties were an inspiration for me, like David
Ramey, Paul Hobbs and Ric Forman. All

See VENGE page 8
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Third-generation winemaker Kirk Venge
owns and operates Venge Vineyards, located
Jjust off Silverado Trail, about a mile from
downtown Calistoga.
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Farmers Market
craft fair Dec. 20

The Calistoga Farmers Market
will be celebrating the Christmas
holiday on Saturday, Dec. 20,
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Hot chocolate will be served,
Santa will be in attendance to greet
his fans and Christmas carolers
will be spreading good cheer.

With more than twenty artisan
crafters, the perfect gift is waiting
to be discovered. Plus, fresh pro-
duce, seafood, baked goods, cut
flowers and more great additions
to holiday tables will be available
for purchase.

The Calistoga Farmers Market
is open year-round on Saturdays
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the park-
ing lot area between the Sharp-
steen Museum and Community
Center.

The Farmers Market is at 1311
Washington St., Calistoga.

Christmas Bazaar
also on Dec. 20

A Calistoga Christmas Bazaar
will take place on Saturday, Dec.
20, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and on
Sunday, Dec. 21, from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. at the Calistoga Fairgrounds’
Tubbs Building.

The Christmas Bazaar will
showcase local vendors who will
be selling everything from hand-
made jewelry, knitted scarfs and
hats, clothing, body care products,
beauty and wellness products, can-
dles, artwork and more.

The Tubbs Building is at 1435
N. Oak St., Calistoga.

Luther Burbank
Home & Gardens

Luther Burbank Home and Gar-
dens’ Carriage House Museum and
Gift Shop are open one more time
this year for last-minute holiday
shopping on Saturday, Dec. 20, from
noon to 3 p.m.

Shoppers who still have holiday
shopping to do can purchase unique
gifts for gardeners, kids and his-
tory buffs. Products for sale include
handmade blankets, mitts and hats,
plus jams, ornaments, painted slates,
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copper garden art, and decorative and
protective gear for gardeners.

For more information, call 707-
524-5445.

Luther Burbank Home and Gar-
dens is at 204 Santa Rosa Ave., Santa
Rosa.

Annual Calistoga
holiday luncheon

Calistoga’s annual holiday lun-
cheon will be on Saturday, Dec. 20,
at 1 p.m. at the Calistoga Boys and
Girls Club gym.

The city invites residents and
their families to come together for
a free holiday gathering filled with
food, games and cheer. Pre-regis-
tration is encouraged to allow the
city to accommodate for the num-
ber of guests.

To register, visit: Attps.://tinyurl.
com/59xzexar/ or call: 707-942-
2838.

The Boys and Girls Club gym is
at 1401 N. Oak St., Calistoga.

Christmas Eve
church service

Upper Valley Ministries will
host a Christmas Eve service open
to the public on Wednesday, Dec.
24, from 2 to 4 p.m.

The service will feature the
reading of holiday scripture verses
and Christmas carols, and will be
followed by fellowship, cake, cof-
fee, tea and spiced cider.

For more information, call Bill
Nelle at 415-385-7888.

Upper Valley Ministries is at
970 Petrified Forest Rd., Calistoga.

UpStage Winter
Theater Workshop

Put a little drama in your loved
ones’ Christmas stockings by gift-
ing the UpStage Napa Valley’s
Winter Theater Workshop which
will take place across three con-
secutive Mondays, Jan. 12, 19 and
26, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at First
Presbyterian Church in St. Helena.

All who are interested in learn-
ing basic acting skills are invited to
take the workshop, led by UpStage
Napa Valley Artistic Director
Sharie Renault. Those with no
prior experience and veteran actors
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Open house gathers friends, food

Napa County District 3 Supervisor Anne Cottrell hosted her third annual Holiday Open House at the
Calistoga Library last Thursday. At the event, Napa County residents came together to connect with neigh-
bors, share in the holiday spirit and contribute goods and donations that were collected throughout the
evening to benefit upvalley food banks.

-
PHoTO BY CLARK JAMES MISHLER

alike will learn basic acting skills,
including how to move on stage,
character development, dialogue
and performing before a live audi-
ence.

The cost for all three days of the
workshop is $100. Scholarships are
available.

For more information and to
register online, visit www.upsta
genapavalley.org/ Must have a TIX
account to purchase online.

First Presbyterian Church
Westminster Hall is at 1428 Spring
St., St. Helena.

Tractor Parade
named a ‘“10Best’

Calistoga’s Lighted Tractor Pa-
rade ranked fourth on the USA To-
day list of top 10 holiday parades
in the country, marking the highest
placement for the beloved local tra-
dition. The parade, hosted by the
Chamber of Commerce, has made
the list every year since 2022.

Selected by a panel of travel
experts and USA Today editors be-
fore being opened to a nationwide
public vote, this year the Calistoga
parade surpassed major metropoli-
tan parades, including the Macy’s
Thanksgiving Day Parade, which
ranked #8.

The annual parade, now in its
30th year, took place this year on
Saturday, Dec. 6, and drew nearly

14,000 spectators to view a daz-
zling procession of vintage and
modern tractors, floats and farm
equipment bedecked in thousands
of twinkling lights.

For the full USA Today results,
visit  https://10best.usatoday.com/
awards/best-holiday-parade/

Calistoga Library
holiday book sale

The Friends of the Calistoga
Library’s annual holiday book
sale has begun.

Books make great holiday
presents and, featured at the Cal-
istoga Library during the sale are
holiday themed books and large
coffee table books.

Book sales are the main source
of income for the Calistoga Li-
brary’s summer reading program,
which serves local children. Visit
the library during regular library
hours and find a nice gift for a
loved one or for yourself.

For more information, follow
Friends of Calistoga Library on
Facebook.

The library is at 1108 Myrtle
St., Calistoga

County to observe
winter break

Napa County will observe a
winter break from Wednesday,
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Dec. 24, to Thursday, Jan. 1.
During this period, county of-
fices will be closed.

Public safety services, includ-
ing those provided by the Napa
County Sheriff’s Office and
Napa County Fire, as well as
essential health and human ser-
vices, will remain available. For
non-emergencies, contact the
dispatch center at 707-253-4451.
For emergencies, dial 911.

Napa County offices will re-
open to the public on Friday, Jan.
2, operating during regular busi-
ness hours from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

First Friday
Walk at Bothe

Rianda House will host its First
Friday Walk at Bothe-Napa Valley
State Park, 3801 St. Helena Hwy.
on Friday, Jan. 2, from 9 to 10:30
a.m.

Start the new year with a reju-
venating three-mile walk through
serene redwoods, led by Bobbie
Casey and Julie Spencer.

Plan to arrive a few minutes
early to check in and park. Rianda
House covers the parking fee. The
hike will begin promptly at 9 a.m.

Hiking shoes are recommend-
ed, and walking sticks are optional.

To RSVP, call Rianda House at
707-963-8555.

Cameo Cinema

“THE ART OF STORYTELLING”
1340 MAIN STREET, ST. HELENA, CA 94574

FRI, DEC 19 - THU, DEC 25

WAKE UP DEAD MAN: A
KNIVES OUT MYSTERY 4% [
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SAT, TUE 5:00
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NOW YOU SEE ME: NOW
YOU DON'T i
SAT, TUE 7:45
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SONG SUNG BLUE /i [
THU 1:00

CAMEQO GIFT CARDS
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Bernard Michael Welsh
July 31, 1943 — Nov. 13, 2025

Bernard Michael Welsh was
born on July 31, 1943, in Alam-
eda, California, to Joseph and
Mary (Garry)
Welsh. He
passed
away on No-
vember 13,
2025, after a
brief illness
at the age of
82. Barney,
as he was
known, was
the youngest of five (Edward, Jo-
seph, Phyllis and Mary). He is sur-

b

Barney Welsh

vived by his wife of 56 years, Nan-
nette (Coe) Welsh, his two children
Genevieve and Brendan, and four
grandchildren: Oscar, Hazel, Lucy
and Zoey.

Barney had many jobs in his
life but spent most of the past forty
years as an organic farmer in Cal-
istoga. He became well known in
restaurant kitchens throughout the
Napa Valley and beyond, delivering
fresh produce and fresh gossip. A
loving and devoted husband, father,
brother and friend, Barney touched
many lives and will be missed by all
that crossed his path. His stories
and anecdotes, kind words and

‘Barney'isms,” the feeling we had
while around him - will not soon be
forgotten by those lucky enough to
be in his life.

Barney and Nannette moved to
Calistoga from the Bay Area into
a house they bought sight unseen
with money that had originally
come from a house won in a card
game - it's a long story, and a good
one. Barney was known for those.

If you would like to hear the rest
of that story or share one of your
own, we will have a celebration
of life for Barney early in the New
Year. Details to come as plans are
made.

Mary Edna Stevens
Nov. 24, 1936 — Sept. 10, 2025

Mary Edna Frances Stevens was
born and raised in Calistoga, CA by
her parents, Edward J. Stevens,
DDS, and Norine Murphy Stevens.
She was co-
valedictorian
of the Cal-
istoga  High
School class
of 1954.
She earned
both her AA
degree and
then the title
Registered
Nurse at
Santa Rosa Junior College, followed
by Bachelor's and Master’s degrees
from the University of California at
Berkeley and San Francisco cam-
puses and pursued a varied nursing
career.

When still too young to spell cor-
rectly, Mary Edna was already a civic
activist. At age 6 she organized a
neighborhood club. Rule #1: “Salud”
the flag. Rule #10: clean up your
mess and go home. Rules #2 - #9
are lost to memory.

In her Junior year in high school
Mary Edna was chosen to be a del-
egate to Girls State, sponsored by the
American Legion and held each sum-
mer in Sacramento. Her devotion to
good government never waned. She
was active in the League of Women

Mary Edna Stevens

LOCALLY
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Voters, among other efforts, and for
years she kept Oakland post offices
stocked with forms for those who
wished to register to vote.

Mary Edna lived as great religions
tell us to: “...care for the sick, feed the
poor, welcome the stranger, help the
disadvantaged”. At the same time
she enjoyed adventures near and
far which, more often than one would
expect, included unplanned incidents
more interesting, hilarious and/or bi-
zarre than any planned event could
be in the retelling — and she did love
the retelling.

Mary Edna began her nursing
career as a medical/surgical nurse in
San Francisco hospitals. After some
years she moved to Helena, MT and
worked for the State Department of
Public Health, traveling the state to
introduce the then new Medicare
program to nursing homes. Return-
ing to Berkeley she worked in nursing
administration at Alta Bates Hospital,
next as an instructor of Public Health
Nursing at Cal State Hayward and,
finally, she coordinated needed nurs-
ing care with other needed life assis-
tance at the Regional Center of the
East Bay in San Leandro, serving
families of disabled minors.

In 1975 Mary Edna bought her
beloved home in Oakland. She and
her neighbors, the Lasmans and the
Szlachtas became like one family
and, though she was the only one
who remained on Laurel Ave., the
family ties remain strong.

Once retired, Mary Edna took up
line dancing at a senior center. When
the center closed during the pandem-
ic the dancing moved to Mary Edna’s
driveway, each session followed by a
driveway pot-luck lunch.

For many years Mary Edna was a
volunteer tutor at elementary schools.
She believed that education is a pre-
cious gift and that early education
plays a vital role in success or failure
in adult life. One quote she treasured:
“Miss Lois, I've had a very good time
here today but enough’s enough.”
That quote is an accurate description
of Mary Edna’s love of life and, finally,
her decision to let it go.

Mary Edna was predeceased by
her parents and her sister Eleanor
Stevens Grieve Ellison. She is sur-
vived by her sister Norine Stevens
Moses (Donald); nieces Katherine
Shields (G. Herbert), Margaret Lee
(James), Marie Grieve and Anne
Grieve; great nieces and great neph-
ews; long time neighbor and care
giver Czeslawa (Basia) Szlachta and
family; and many other loving friends.

A funeral service was held at
Corpus Christi Catholic Church in
Piedmont and a graveside service
was held at the St. Helena Public
Cemetery.

Donations in Mary Edna’'s mem-
ory will be welcome at any of her
favored charities: Blood donations;
Food banks; League of Women Vot-
ers; Nature Conservancy; Environ-
mental Defense Fund.

Luscious Cabernet Franc from
local Frediani Vineyard and
decadent Howell Mountain

Cabernet Sauvignon

BUY DIRECT or ORDER FROM
LOCAL RESTAURANTS or
RETAIL ESTABLISHMENTS

Lars Bjarkman and Molly Hill
WWW-grOWineS Lom

to Support the Tribune

Sign up for an annual digital subscription
for $75 at: www.calistogatribune.com

Questions? Emai

. lin@highway29.com

Make a tax deductible donation in support

of the Calistoga Tribune at:
' www.napavalleynewsgroup.com

® The Tribune depends on local support - please
. consider subscribing, donating, and supporting
our advertisers — and visit our new website!

Wednesday, Dec. 3

1212 hrs - Officers responded to an
unwanted subject on Chablis South.
1548 hrs - Officers responded to an
intoxicated driver on Petrified Forest
Rd. The driver was contacted and
checked OK.

Thursday, Dec. 4

0919 hrs - Officers responded to a
possible hit-and-run on Fair Way.
1335 hrs - Officers responded to an
intoxicated driver on Lincoln Ave.
One female was arrested for
drinking and driving.
2244 hrs - Officers
responded to suspi-
cious circumstances
on Chablis South.

Friday, Dec. 5
1035 hrs - Officers re-

sponded to an animal issue on
Urbani PI.

1133 hrs - Municipal code violation
reported on Petrified Forest Rd.

1317 hrs - Officers responded to a
non-injury hit-and-run on Cedar St.
Areport was taken.

1426 hrs - lllegal dumping reported
on Washington St.

1904 hrs - Caller advised of tres-
passers on Washington St. Officers
conducted an area check. No one
was inside the property.

2031 hrs - Officers responded to ha-
rassment on Foothill Blvd.

2044 hrs - Officers responded to a
possible domestic disturbance on
Pine St. Officers spoke to both par-
ties who were then separated. It was
a verbal disagreement only.

2218 hrs - Caller advised of a verbal
disturbance on Lincoln Ave. All sub-
jects involved were contacted and
separated.

Saturday, Dec. 6

1133 hrs - Officers assisted St. Hel-
ena PD and Napa PD with a wanted
vehicle on Hwy. 29.

1752 hrs - Parking complaint report-
ed on Lake St.

1808 hrs - Parking complaint report-

ed on Wappo Ave.

1840 hrs - Parking complaint report-
ed on Cedar St.

1852 hrs - Officers responded to a
verbal disturbance on Washington
St.

1934 hrs - Officers responded to
an assault on First St. A report was
taken.

2227 hrs - Hazard reported on Sil-
verado Trail. Officers responded
and removed cardboard from the
roadway.
Sunday, Dec. 7
0552 hrs - A found key fob
was located on Lincoln
Ave. and dropped off
at the Calistoga Po-
lice Department.
0818 hrs - Officers re-
sponded to a domestic
disturbance on Foothill Blvd. A
report was taken.
1233 hrs - Caller advised of a dis-
turbance on Lincoln Ave. Officers
contact both subjects involved.
1524 hrs - Non-injury hit-and-run
reported on Myrtle St. A report was
taken.
1658 hrs - Non-injury hit-and-run re-
ported on Washington St.
1939 hrs - Public intoxication re-
ported on Lincoln Ave. The females
were contacted and were being as-
sisted by friends.

Monday, Dec. 8

1629 hrs - Vehicle with open door
reported on Washington St.

2132 hrs - Caller advised of a ve-
hicle driving on Foothill Blvd. with no
lights on.

2308 hrs - Officers responded to a
possible vehicle burglary on Wash-
ington St.

Tuesday, Dec. 9

0850 hrs - Loose dog found on Berry
St. Dog returned to owner.

1952 hrs - Loud music reported on
Fair Way.

2202 hrs - lllegally parked vehicle
reported on Lincoln Ave. The vehicle
was moved.

Dennis Hubert
Electrical Contractor

Lic#428181

* Upgrade Panels * Generators ¢
» Service Calls * Wineries °
* Since 1982 ¢

hubertswing7@gmail.com 707'888'5825
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Quote of Note:

“Christmas is doing a little some-

thing extra for someone.’

)

— Charles M. Schulz, CARTOONIST

Perspectives

The fun of rummaging through Christmas memories

My parents
maintained con-
sistent and unit-
ed poker faces
when my sister,
brother and I
would ask them
if they knew
what Santa
Claus might be
bringing us for
Christmas. They were so good at it
that we often wondered if they even
remembered Christmas was only
one week away, and whether they
had made any constructive commu-
nication with Santa.

I knew I had.

One year my brother decided
that bursting my bubble would
make his day, so he decided to
reveal to me who the real suppli-
ers of all these Christmas morning
gifts actually were. After the tears

Leslie Wilkes

from his tragic revelation subsided,
I decided I didn’t mind knowing
the truth. At least now my wish list
would be more efficiently commu-
nicated to the actual providers.

Knowing that my gifts no lon-
ger traveled through the skies but
were instead stored somewhere in-
side my house beginning sometime
in November, a whole new pre-
Christmas activity opened up for
me — snooping. I became a Christ-
mas present snoop, a self-appointed
holiday detective. And I was a very
good one.

If you think this ruined my
Christmas morning joy, you’re mis-
taken. I may have found and inven-
toried all the family’s gifts, but the
surprise for me Christmas morning
was discovering who would actu-
ally receive which present.

But sadly, after just a few suc-
cessful years, my project backfired.

That particular Christmas I had
asked my parents for an overnight
bag, specifically one that looked
like a large round hat box, with a
zipper that went all the way around,
and a long loop handle. They
were all the rage for sleepovers at
friends’ houses and would provide
an upgrade to throwing my PJs in a
brown grocery bag.

Soon after I had made my re-
quest, and while on pre-Christmas
patrol, I found exactly that bag,
tucked into a dark corner of my par-
ents’ closet. It was a beauty. I was
in heaven. It had to be for me, I was
confident.

But Christmas morning came
and it wasn’t under the tree. Not for
me. Not for my sister. This present-
ed a serious problem. I couldn’t just
remind my parents they’d forgot-
ten my gift that was still up in their
closet. That would have ended my

career, not to mention they would
have been very disappointed in me.

I suffered in guilty silence all
through January. Even through
February. Then in mid-March when
I was invited to a friend’s sleepover,
I finally had my chance to gain
possession of what I was sure was
mine. With great dramatic effort I
sighed, “Oh I wish I had an over-
night bag, a round one with a zipper
that went all the way around, and a
long loop handle that I could take
for tonight’s sleepover.”

My mother perked up with an
ah-ha expression, ran up the stairs
and rummaged around the depths
of her closet. She came laughing
down the stairs and handed it to me
with a cheerful, “Merry Christmas,
Leslie.”

My dilemma was resolved. But
I decided I’d better give up that ca-
reer.

My daughters were not as fortu-
nate as | was to have parents who
were a little naive about their kids’
potential for snooping. When they
were little, I headed off any pos-
sible issue by wrapping their gifts
as soon as I brought them into the
house.

Whether you were naughty or
whether you were nice, Christmas
has a way of dusting off old memo-
ries, allowing us to experience the
fun and magic of the holidays all
over again. Maybe none of your
memories were as stealthy as mine.
But I’ll bet you could come up with
one or two that have been hiding in
the back of the closet of your mind
just waiting to be found.

So, go ahead. Rummage around.

Leslie Wilkes has been a resident
of Calistoga since moving here
from Orange County in 2012.

LETTERS

Dear Editor,

In honor of MCE Clean Energy’s
15th anniversary, UpValley Family
Centers wants to extend our sincere
thanks for their continued partner-

ship and support of our local com-
munity.

This year, MCE generously
sponsored several of our key com-
munity events — the Napa Valley
Pickleball Classic in St. Helena, the

Back to School Community Celebra-
tion in Calistoga, and the Dia de los
Muertos Community Celebration in
St. Helena. Their support helped us
bring neighbors together, uplift local
families and create spaces for cel-

ebration, connection and wellness.
We’re grateful for their invest-
ment in the Napa Valley community
and proud to celebrate this milestone
with them.
Congratulations to MCE on 15

years of service, and for the positive

impact they continue to make in our
region.

Jenny Ocon

Executive Director

UpValley Family Centers

FRI b6’ 51
SAT B5° 53
SUN B9°sr
MON 61- 47

s 60° 49°
WED 55° 40°

54° 41

THU

CALISTOGA

WEATHER

PRECIPITATION for the season is from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31, 2025

Occasional rain

Early rain; otherwise, cloudy

A touch of afternoon rain

Rain, heavy at times

Cloudy with heavy showers

Heavy showers early; cloudy

Sun through high clouds

Rain

Cloudy with a few showers
Rain

Rain
L. Mostly

cloudy

Rain and drizzle possible

. Clear

Rainfall to date
(as of Tues.)

20.18"

Weather forecast is from AccuWeather.com Rainfall information is from Raindrop.farm

Average Yearly Rainfall
in Calistoga (calculated weekly) 33.82”

LETTERS

TO SANTA CLAUS

Soroptimist Club shares
letters before mailing

Continuing a tradition dat-
ing back decades, Calistoga’s
Soroptimist International Club col-
lected letters to Santa Claus from
Calistoga Elementary School and
from the City Hall mailbox.

With  Santa’s permission,
Soroptimists shared with the
Tribune a few of this year’s 120
letters — written by TK-third grade
students — before mailing them,
special delivery, to the North Pole.
Lori Cantrell, retired Calistoga
Post Office employee, donated the
postage stamps.

Calistoga’s youngest residents
shared whether they have been
naughty or nice, and requested
gifts including sparkle slime, a cat,
Legos and Pokémon cards.

According to the North
American Aerospace Defense
Command (NORAD) Santa

Tracker, Santa and his reindeer
will make their appearance on
Christmas Eve between 9 p.m. and
midnight, but not until children are
asleep.

See more LETTERS TO SANTA on next page
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S7/month

visit Calisto

Dear Reader,

Every article we publish is inspired by you. As we
move into this season of giving, we want to recog-
nize the role you play in helping us keep Calistoga
informed. Your curiosity and engagement guide us
toward the stories that matter most.

When you give, you help protect free, accessible re-
porting before it disappears. Local journalism in the
Napa Valley is at a tipping point, and your support is
what keeps our independent newsroom alive.

Can we count on your help to keep us going?

CONVENIENT MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

Sustaining

b

alr

Q

Member

$20/month

Champion
Member

$35/month

ﬁ
Ne.com and click the donate button at the top of the homepage

Help us raise 325,000 by Dec. 31

Two easy ways to support the Calistoga Tribune:

ONE-TIME DONATION*

Tax Deductible
Donation*

Any S amount

*Your contribution is 100% tax-deductible and goes to support

local news and local journalism right here in Calistoga.

The Calistoga Tribune is owned and operated by Highway 29 Media,
a subsidiary of the Napa Valley News Group, and is a 501 (c) 3 non-profit organization.

Public Notices

NOTICE INVITING BIDS

2025-2026 WATER METER
REPLACEMENT PROJECT,
PROJECT NO. 25-5563

BID ACCEPTANCE DEADLINE:
SEALED BIDS will be received by
the City Clerk of the City of Calis-
toga until 2:00 p.m. on January
21, 2026 for the 2025-2026 WATER
METER REPLACEMENT PROJ-
ECT, PROJECT NO. 25-5563

All sealed bids shall be addressed
and noted as follows:

City of Calistoga, City Clerk
1232 Washington Street
Calistoga, CA 94515

Sealed Bid for 2025-2026 WATER
METER REPLACEMENT PROJ-
ECT, PROJECT NO. 25-5563

Bids will be publicly opened and
declared on January 21, 2026 at
2:00 p.m. at the office of the City
Clerk, 1232 Washington Street,
Callistoga, California 94515.

Bids are accepted for furnishing all
labor, materials, equipment, and
performing all work necessary and
incidental to the construction of the
project known as 2025-2026
WATER METER REPLACEMENT
PROJECT, PROJECT NO. 25-5563,
according to drawings and specifi-
cations and according to the Con-
tract Documents and other work not
specifically mentioned herein, but
which may be required as directed
by the Engineer or his designated
representative.

Bids tendered after this deadline
will not be accepted. The official
time clock for accepting bids will be
the City Clerk’s clock. In order to be
accepted, bids must be received

prior to 2:00 p.m. Therefore, a bid
received at 1:59 p.m. will be accept-
ed, but one delivered at or after
2:00 p.m. is late and will not be
accepted.

Bidders may obtain copies of the
bidding documents at www.blue-
printexpress.com/Calistoga or by
calling BPXpress Reprographics at
(707) 745-3593. Bidding docu-
ments may also be picked up at
BPXpress Reprographics at 4740
East Second Street, 29, Benicia,
California, 94510. These items
may be obtained at a set price of
$80.00, plus shipping, and is
non-refundable. All bidders must
purchase a complete bid set from
BPXpress Reprographics in order
to be added to the plan holder’s
list, considered responsive and to
receive addenda notifications.

Requests for Information before or
after the award of contract shall be
directed to Brandon Gray at
bgray@calistogaca.gov The sub-
ject line shall be “Request for infor-
mation for 2025-2026 WATER
METER REPLACEMENT PROJ-
ECT, PROJECT NO. 25-5563.

General Description of Work: The
work, in general, consists of
installation of Metron Prism cellu-
lar registers on approximately 694
existing domestic water meters,
meter and register replacement of
approximately 85 domestic water
meters, and related items of work
as specified in the Standard
Specifications and these special
provisions, and as directed by the
Engineer.

The Engineer’s Estimate for the
Base Bid is $561,000.

This project is subject to compli-
ance monitoring and enforcement
by the Department of Industrial
Relations.

Pursuant to Section 1770, et seq. of
the California Labor Code, the suc-
cessful bidder and all subcontrac-
tors shall pay not less than the pre-
vailing rate of per diem wages as
determined by the Director of the
California Department of Industrial
Relations. Copies of such prevailing
rate of per diem wages are on file at
the office of the City Engineer, City
of Calistoga, to view and will be
made available to any interested
party on request or may be refer-
enced at the Department of
Industrial Relations website at
www.dir.ca.gov/DLSR/statistics_
research.html.

The contractor and subcontractors
must furnish electronic certified
payroll records to the Labor
Commissioner.

In accordance with Labor Code
Section 1725.5 (with limited excep-
tions from this requirement for bid
purposes only under Labor Code
Section 1771.1(a)), no contractor or
subcontractor may be listed on a
bid proposal for a public works proj-
ect unless registered with the
Department of Industrial Relations.

n accordance with provisions of
California Public Contract Code
Section 3300, the City has deter-
mined that the Contractor shall pos-
sess a valid Class A (General
Engineering), Class C-34 (Pipeline),
or Class C-36 (Plumbing) License
at the time that the contract is
awarded.

The lowest bid shall be determined

based on the lowest total of the bid
prices on the base contract, without
regard to additive or deductive bid
items, for all responsive, responsi-
ble bidders. If the low bidder is
determined to be non-qualified the
City will then proceed to the second
lowest bidder and review their qual-
ifications

Each Bidder must submit with its
bid security in the amount of not
less than ten percent (10%) of the
aggregate amount of the base bid in
one of the following forms: cashier’s
check made payable to the City, a
certified check made payable to the
City, or a bidder’s bond executed by
a corporate surety authorized to
engage in such business in the
State, made payable to the City.

The successful bidder will be
required to furnish a payment bond
in the amount equal to one hundred
percent (100%) of the Contract
Price, as well as a faithful perfor-
mance bond, in the amount equal to
one hundred percent (100%) of the
Contract Price.

The City reserves the right to reject
any or all bids; to make any awards
or any rejections in what it alone
considers to be in the best interest
of the City, and waive any informal-
ities or minor irregularities in the
bids.

By order of the City Council, City of
Calistoga, Napa County, California.
By: Derek Rayner, Public Works
Director/ City Engineer

Pub. Dates: 12/19 and 12/26/2025

PUBLIC NOTICE FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 2025-0001146

The following person(s): Happy
Valley Vineyards, LLC, 4949 Hap-
py Valley Road, Lafayette, CA
94549, State: CA is (are) doing
business as: Happy Valley Vine-
yards, 4949 Happy Valley Road,
Lafayette, CA 94549 County of
Contra Costa .

This business is conducted by:
Limited Liability Company. Regis-
trant commenced to conduct busi-
ness under the fictitious business
name or names listed above on:
10/17/2024. Statement expires on:
10/27/2030.

Signed: Steven P. Thomas, MNG
Member

| hereby certify that this copy is a
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office.

DATED: October 27, 2025

John Tuteur, County Clerk of Napa
County

By: R. Young, County Clerk, Dep-
uty

Pub. 11/28, 12/5, 12/12, 12/19

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

To satisfy the owner’s storage
lien, PS Retail Sales, LLC will sell
at public lien sale on December
29, 2025, the personal property in
the below-listed units. The public
sale of these items will begin
at 08:00 AM and continue until
all units are sold. The lien sale is
to be held at the online auction
website, www.storagetreasures.
com, where indicated. For online
lien sales, bids will be accepted
until 2 hours after the time of the
sale specified.

PUBLIC STORAGE # 78043,
1025 Golden Gate Dr, Napa, CA
94558, (707) 237-8323

Sale to be held at www.storage

treasures.com.

169 - Francis, Kevin; 181 - Ortiz
Garibay, Leonardo; 206 - CIiff,
Gary; 477 - Walker Sr., George;
537 - Seymour, Zach; 629 - Gradi-
as, Chelsea; 675 - Cliff, Gary

PUBLIC STORAGE # 23109,
1775 Industrial Way, Napa, CA
94558, (707) 304-7486

Sale to be held at www.storage
treasures.com.

D413 - Herrera, Fabian; F620 -
Merkley, Patrick; F621 - Young,
Rhonda; H820 - Solorio, Crystal;
1925 - Rodgers, Susan

Public sale terms, rules, and regu-
lations will be made available prior
to the sale. All sales are subject
to cancellation. We reserve the
right to refuse any bid. Payment
must be in cash or credit card-
no checks. Buyers must secure
the units with their own personal
locks. To claim tax-exempt sta-
tus, original RESALE certificates
for each space purchased is re-
quired. By PS Retail Sales, LLC,
701 Western Avenue, Glendale,
CA 91201. (818) 244-8080.
12/19/25

CNS-3993211#

LIEN SALE
Pleasure Cove Marina, 6100 State
Highway 128, Napa,
01-07-2026@ 11:00am
CA FUNCNTRY HIN# FCX00366
D303
12/19/25
CNS-3991673#

LEGAL
NOTICES
CALL 707-942-4822
FOR INFORMATION
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MARKETPLACE

Classified Ad Deadline is Noon Monday ¢ 707-942-5181 ¢ ads@calistogatribune.com ¢ $20 a Week ¢ Reach 2,500 Readers

WORK WANTED

RETIRED GEN. CONTRACTOR wants
small home-improvement projects: dry-
bathroom
upgrades, flooring, tubs, showers, tile,
interior & exterior painting - for your
house, business, and mobile home. 30

wall repairs, textures,

years local. Licenced and

(#684476). Call Tim at 707-224-2180.

v REZMAX GOLD or cansroos

TONY PEREIRA, BROKER 0re #1190189

- SERVING NAPA, SONOMA, LAKE AND SOLANO COUNTIES FOR OVER 30 YEARS

FOR RENT

OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE - 1007
Washington St., Suite #3. (Former
location of the Calistoga Tribune - next
to the Post Office.) For information, call
707-942-0417 or email AttilioLLC@

gmail.com

23 acres, vineyard or horse ranch potential. $499,000
3BD/2BA, 3+ acres. Nice location. $549,000
insured ® St. Helena, 3BD/2.5BA, 1658 sq ft, possible ADU, large lot $1,395,000
® 11.4+ acres, 2 parcels, exist. home on 7.3 acres, 3% build lot. $1,349,000
LTI 15.98 + acres Franz Valley School Rd. Pool. Ready to build. ~ $1,149,000
® 9.18 + planted acres Silverado Trail vineyard, 2 wells. $3,249,000
® 2.06 + buildable lot on Sanitarium Rd. w/ exist. 1BD cottage. $479,000
® 40+ acre home site w/ stunning views on Mtn. Hm. Rch. Rd. $679,000

CALISTOGA REALTY CO., INC.
1473C LINCOLN AVENUE, CALISTOGA

707-942-9422 Calistoga-Realty.com

Darlene Brissard « Elias “Ziggy” Gutierrez + Georgi Costello
Brian Durnian - Broker

DRE #00930058

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICES AVAILABLE. Please call for information.

2450 Foothill Blvd. « Suite K = Calistoga « CA 94515 707-326-1324

12/19/25

NapalandMan.com -+ napalandman@gmail.com

VINEYARDS TO SELL

REPRESENTING QUALIFIED BUYERS,
including private equity groups and win-
ery investors, actively seeking vineyard
and winery properties throughout Napa
and Sonoma. Ideal for owners interested
in exploring their options, discussing val-
uation, or learning about current buyer
demand. All inquiries handled profes-
sionally and with respect for privacy.
Contact: Daniel Pressey, REALTOR®,
(DRE# 02331043) W REAL ESTATE
| (707) 225-1831 or

WineryExits.com
daniel.pressey@wrealestate.net

FuLTON BODY SHOP

COMPLETE BODY & FENDER REPAIR, AUTO REFINISHING

B ASSINVT #3 ' Rl - $ v N
NEW LISTING — Great location. This Michael Way residence is situated on over a 1/3 acre yet it's
close to town. Single level floor plan with a living room, formal dining room with wine storage.
Family room with fireplace and a sunroom with a gas stove. Landscaped front and rear yards. Back
yard has a gazebo for outdoor entertaining, a separate deck with spa, room for an ADU and gated

side yard access for R/V parking.

$1,499,000

1012 FULTON LANE, ST. HELENA, CA 94574
707/963-4602 - MINNICK BROTHERS

Stuffe
To The Rafters?

COME TO

942-6524

OPEN 7 Days a Week

Kathy Brown, Manager

CALISTOGA SELF STORAGE
504 Washington Street

STORAGE UNITS, BOXES & MOVING SUPPLIES
RV & BOAT STORAGE ALSO AVAILABLE

TIRE STORE

Wheel Alignment ¢ Balancing
New Tires e Tires Repaired

SAFETY ALERT iz

treads - |

Place a Penny in your tire
you see the top of
Lincoln’s head
YOU NEED TIRES!

707-963-2343 Hours: Mon - Fri 8-5
1025-A Dowdell Lane e St. Helena

NEW LISTING — Great investment oppol

£ ;
rtunity in Calistoga or live in one unit and enjoy income
from the other unit. The first level is mainly a carport and storage rooms. The second level is a
1692 +/~ sq. ft. 4 bedroom, 2 bath unit and the third level is a 594 +/- sq. ft. 1 bedroom 1 bath
penthouse with a deck off the living room. New roof in August 2025. Second level unit has been
painted, kitchen updated and new flooring in October 2024. Close to downtown Calistoga, one of

the most vibrant small towns in the Napa Valley.

$1,095,000

CALL FOR A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS OF YOUR PROPERTY!

Public Notices

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT

File No. 2025-0001188
The following person(s) is (are) do-
ing business as:
Adventist Heart and Vascular
Institute, 1100 Trancas Street,
Suite 240, Napa, CA 94558,
County of NAPA
Adventist Health Physicians
Network, 1 Adventist Health
Way, Roseville, CA 95661
This business is conducted by a
Corporation
The registrant(s) commenced to
transact business under the fic-
titious business name or names
listed above on 10/01/2025.
Adventist Health Physicians Net-
work
S/ MEREDITH JOBE, SECRE-
TARY,
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Napa County on
11/10/2025.
John Tuteur, County Clerk
LISA SPENCE, Deputy
11/28, 12/5, 12/12, 12/19/25
CNS-3979465#

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT

File No. 2025-0001187
The following person(s) is (are) do-
ing business as:
Adventist Heart and Vascular In-
stitute, 6 Woodland Road, Suite
304, St. Helena, CA 94574 Coun-
ty of NAPA
Adventist Health Physicians
Network, 1 Adventist Health
Way, Roseville, CA 95661
This business is conducted by a
Corporation
The registrant(s) commenced to
transact business under the fic-
titious business name or names
listed above on 10/01/2025.
Adventist Health Physicians Net-
work
S/ MEREDITH JOBE, SECRE-
TARY,

This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Napa County on
11/10/2025.

John Tuteur, County Clerk

LISA SPENCE, Deputy

11/28, 12/5, 12/12, 12/19/25
CNS-3979477#

PUBLIC NOTICE FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 2025-0001143
The following person(s): Rachel
Avila and Ryan Avila, P.O. Box
2701, Napa, CA 94558 is (are)
doing business as: Napa Valley
Vending, 20 Enterprise Ct., Suite 9,
Napa, CA 94558, County of Napa.
This business is conducted by:
Married Couple. Registrant com-
menced to conduct business un-
der the fictitious business name or
names listed above on: 6/1/2025.

Statement expires on: 10/23/30.
Signed: Ryan Avila

| hereby certify that this copy is a
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office.

DATED: October 23, 2025

John Tuteur, County Clerk of Napa
County

By: L. Spence, County Clerk, Dep-
uty

Pub. 12/5, 12/12, 12/19, 12/26

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT
OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY
OF NAPA

In re: Leonard E. Goroski Revo-
cable Living Trust, dated July 28,
2014

Leonard E. Goroski, Deceased

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to the
creditors and contingent creditors
of the above-named decedent, that
all persons having claims against
the decedent are required to file
them with the Superior Court at,
the Civil Division, 825 Brown Street
Napa, CA 94559 and mail a copy

to Lorrie Ann Conlon, trustee of
the Leonard E. Goroski Revo-
cable Trust dated July 28, 2014,
wherein the decedent was the set-
tlor, at 3994 Hampton Way, Napa
CA 94559, within the later of four
months after December 12, 2025
or, if notice is mailed or personal-
ly delivered to you, 60 days after
the date this notice. A claim form
may be obtained from the court
clerk. For your protections, you
are encouraged to file your claim
by certified mail, with return receipt
requested.

Attorney for Lorrie Ann Conlon
Anthony G. Celaya, Esq.

SBN: 232043

Celaya Law

1455 First Street, #216

Napa, California 94559
707-492-3112

anthony @celayalaw.com

Pub. 12/12, 12/19 & 12/26/2025
in the Calistoga Tribune

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT
OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY
OF NAPA

In re: Trudy Muffett Living Trust,-
dated April 10, 2018

Trudy Theresa Muffett,
Deceased

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN giv-
en to the creditors and contingent
creditors of the above-named
decedent, that all persons having
claims against the decedent are
required to file them with the Supe-
rior Court at, the Civil Division, 825
Brown Street Napa, CA 94559 and
mail a copy to Andrea L. Muffett,
trustee of the Trudy Muffett Living
Trust dated April 10, 2018, where-
in the decedent was the settlor, at
237 James Rd, American Canyon,
CA 94503, within the later of four
months after December 12, 2025
or, if notice is mailed or personal-

ly delivered to you, 60 days after
the date this notice. A claim form
may be obtained from the court
clerk. For your protections, you
are encouraged to file your claim
by certified mail, with return receipt
requested.

Attorney for Andrea L. Muffett
Anthony G. Celaya, Esq.

SBN: 232043

Celaya Law

1455 First Street, #216

Napa, California 94559
707-492-3112

anthony @celayalaw.com

Pub. 12/12, 12/19 & 12/26/2025
in the Calistoga Tribune

PUBLIC NOTICE FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
OF ABANDONMENT
Original FBN Nu.: 2023-0000732

Original Filing Date: 7/12/2023
The following person(s) Eugene P.
Valencia, 70 Renwood Ln., Ameri-
can Canyon, CA 94503 has (have)
abandoned the use of the Fictitious
Business Name(s) Jem Auto Trim
Guard, Renwood Ln., American
Canyon, CA 94503

This business was conducted by:
Individual. Statement expires on:
7/12/2028.

Signed: Eugene P. Valencia

I hereby certify that this copy is a
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office.

DATED: December 3, 2025

John Tuteur, County Clerk of Napa
County

By: L. Spence, County Clerk, Dep-
uty

Pub. 12/12, 12/19, 12/26/25, 1/2/26

PUBLIC NOTICE FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 2025-0001242
The following person(s): The fol-
lowing person(s): Sonoma Be-
spoke LLC, 520 Airpark Road,
Napa, CA 94558, State: CA is (are)
doing business as: Empty Bar-

rels, 520 Airpark Road, Napa, CA
94558, County of Napa.

This business is conducted by:
Limited Liability Company. Reg-
istrant commenced to conduct
business under the fictitious busi-
ness name or names listed above
on: N/A. Statement expires on:
12/2/2030.

Signed: Max Franks, Managing
Member

| hereby certify that this copy is a
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office.

DATED: December 2, 2025

John Tuteur, County Clerk of Napa
County

By: R. Young, County Clerk, Deputy
Pub. 12/19 12/26, 1/2/26, 1/9/26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
File No. 2025 0001249
The following person(s) is (are) do-
ing business as:
1. MARIS CONSULTING GROUP,
2. MARIS, 3. DEWINTER TECH-
NOLOGY, 1919 S BASCOM AVE
STE 250, CAMPBELL, CA 95008
County of SANTA CLARA
DEWINTER GROUP, LLC, 1919 S
BASCOM AVE STE 250, CAMP-
BELL, CA 95008
This business is conducted by a
limited liability company
The registrant(s) commenced to
transact business under the fic-
titious business name or names
listed above on 7/30/2025.
DEWINTER GROUP, LLC
S/ DEREK DEWINTER, CEO
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Napa County on
12/04/2025.
John Tuteur, County Clerk
[Deputy], Deputy
12/19, 12/26/25, 1/2, 1/9/26
CNS-3993335#

PUBLIC NOTICE FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 2025-0001237

The following person(s): Oakville
Winery Management Corp., 7830-
40 St. Helena Hwy, Oakville, CA
94562, State: CA is (are) doing
business as: Brun & Chaix, Brun &
Chaix Cellars, Brun & Chaix Win-
ery, Brun & Chaix Wines, 7830-
40 St. Helena Hwy, Oakville, CA
94562, County of Napa.

This business is conducted by:
Corporation. Registrant commen-
ced to conduct business under the
fictitious business name or names
listed above on: 5/5/1992. State-
ment expires on: 12/2/2030.
Signed: Caryn Lederer, CFO

| hereby certify that this copy is a
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office.

DATED: December 2, 2025

John Tuteur, County Clerk of Napa
County

By: R. Young, County Clerk, Deputy
Pub. 12/19, 12/26, 1/2/26, 1/9/26

PUBLIC NOTICE FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 2023-0000283
The following person(s): Pine
Ridge Winery, LLC, 5901 Silvera-
do Trail, Napa, CA 94558, State:
DE is (are) doing business as:
Double Canyon, Double Canyon
Vineyards, Seven Hills, Seven
Hills Winery, 5901 Silverado Trail,
Napa, CA 94558, County of Napa.
This business is conducted by:
Limited Liability Company. Reg-
istrant commenced to conduct
business under the fictitious busi-
ness name or names listed above
on: N/A. Statement expires on:

12/8/2030.

Signed: Jennifer Locke, CEO

| hereby certify that this copy is a
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office.

DATED: December 8, 2025

John Tuteur, County Clerk of Napa
County

By: R. Young, County Clerk, Deputy
Pub. 12/19, 12/26, 1/2/26, 1/9/26
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CRACK pipe along Lincoln Avenue.
Continued from page 1 The installed clamp, he add-

and wet, and it looked like it had
rained,” Rayner said.

Because the leak took place
in a high-traffic area of town,
Rayner said repairs were done
overnight to minimize disrup-
tions to the traffic flow and to
about two dozen impacted water
customers between the Lincoln
Avenue Bridge and Washington
Street, which included many
businesses that had their water
shut off during the repair.

The city’s Public Works crew
made repairs from about 9 p.m.
on Monday to 4 a.m. Tuesday,
digging up a portion of the street
to reach the line and install a
clamp to seal the crack. The de-
partment estimated 5,000 gallons
of water was lost.

Rayner said the pipe in ques-
tion is an “old and brittle,” six-
inch diameter cast iron water
pipe dating back to 1955 that
runs about 110 feet down Wash-
ington Street and connects to an
85-year-old, 500-foot-long steel

ed, can “last a while,” but due to
the pipe’s age and fragility, the
city had already been planning to
replace that line in 2026 and is
drawing up requests for bid pro-
posals for the project.

In recent years, the city has
been working to replace its out-
dated infrastructure and util-
ity lines. Still, Rayner said, the
city has about 3.5 miles of wa-
ter mains and 2.5 miles of sewer
mains that are from 75 to more
than 100 years old and are in
need of replacement. The cost
to install new lines, he said, is
roughly $3 million per mile.

“We have a lot of aging in-
frastructure,” Rayner said. “Not
only are they aging but they can
be damaged in minimal seismic
events. That’s why we need to
get everything replaced.”

He added, “I’m thankful we
have a crew that has the knowl-
edge and experience to do these
repairs at night and jump into ac-
tion when we have an emergency
and get these kinds of problems
fixed.”

CaListoGa PuBLic WORKS PHOTO

An emergency repair to a cracked water main under the Lincoln Avenue and Washington Street intersection
was made by Public Works Monday night and into Tuesday morning.

COVERED CA

Continued from page 1

Local consumers are delaying enrollment
because of news about premium increases or
potential federal changes, Altman said, and
others are shopping but holding off before
committing.

“If something changes at the federal lev-
el, we will make sure Californians have time
to adjust,” Altman told Napa Valley News
Group. “But there’s no guarantee that cer-
tainty will come before Jan. 1.”

Californians can switch plans through the
end of December for coverage that begins
in January, or make changes in January for
coverage starting in February.

Covered California does not collect or re-
tain information about undocumented family
members and enrollment assistance through
community-based organizations is confiden-

tial and available in multiple languages.

No one currently enrolled in Medi-Cal
will lose coverage due to the state’s enroll-
ment freeze.

Shop your options

Don’t rely on auto-renewal without com-
paring plans.

“Most people on Covered California ac-
tually have a plan available to them with a
lower monthly premium than the one they’re
currently in,” Altman said.

Savings can come in several ways: Some
consumers may choose to move from a Sil-
ver plan to a Bronze plan, which lowers
monthly premiums but comes with higher
deductibles and out-of-pocket costs.

Others may save by switching from a
PPO (Preferred Provider Organization) or
EPO (Exclusive Provider Organization) to
an HMO (Health Maintenance Organiza-
tion), which typically offers lower monthly

costs but a more limited provider network.

In some cases, consumers can keep the
same metal tier and even the same doctors
but save money by switching insurers, since
prices change each year.

To encourage shopping, Covered Cali-
fornia now includes examples of lower-cost
plans directly in renewal notices.

“This is why we’re a marketplace,” Alt-
man added. “So people can compare and
use competition to find what works best for
them.”

Check your income estimate

Reviewing income information, particu-
larly for those with fluctuating earnings, is
key.

“Many of our enrollees are self-em-
ployed, in the gig economy or working part
time,” Altman said. “Making sure your in-
come estimate is accurate can have a real
impact on what you pay.”

Most Covered California enrollees will
still qualify for tax credits in 2026, although
those credits may be smaller than in recent
years.

Middle-income households who recently
became eligible for subsidies may see some
of the steepest increases.

While average premium hikes make
headlines, impact varies widely depending
on household income.

The Covered California website offers
a “Get a Quick Quote” tool that takes less
than a minute and does not require personal
information.

“You can even make up a household,”
Altman advised. “Just plug in a zip code, in-
come and ages and you can see what plans
are available and what financial help might
apply.”

For more information, visit www.Cov
eredCA.com/

VENGE

Continued from page 1

the knowledge eventually paid

off when, with financial help

from my mother, [ was able

to buy my own winery, Venge
Vineyards, in the foothills of the
Palisades Mountains in Calistoga,
after purchasing my 12.5-acre
Bone Ash Vineyard in 2008.”

Q: What are the essential quali-
ties of a good winemaker? What
are your job’s greatest challeng-
es?

“Being a winemaker is an excit-
ing but very challenging profes-
sion. You have only one shot a year
at making it right. You must be
present in the winery and vineyard
at every important decision and be
a true leader, guiding people and
showing them your commitment
to excellence — not cutting corners.
The intriguing part of any winery
is the business part of it, which
has its challenges marketing and
finding customers. It’s important to
concentrate on the customer first.”
Q: What is the biggest myth about
the Napa Valley wine region?

“For the last 50 years, Napa
Valley has slowly progressed
to become a prime wine region
of unparallelled quality. The
wines were placed on such a
high pedestal with such a high
price tag that it has become a true

challenge to succeed here for
many young wine professionals.

It is also hard to compete with
other less expensive but excellent
wine regions, like Sonoma, Paso
Robles, Anderson Valley, Santa
Cruz and Santa Barbara. I believe
that now, in this difficult time for
the wine industry, with a palpable
decline of wine consumption and
the overproduction of wine, some
adjustments and price correc-

tion might be needed to compete

in the global wine economy.”

Q: Can you talk about your other
winery, Croix Estate in the Rus-
sian River Valley, Sonoma Coun-
ty?

“In my early wine training,

I interned in the Mumm winery

in Napa and spent time in Marl-
borough, New Zealand, making
Chardonnay and Pinot Noir. Since
then, I fell in love with those
wines. Croix in French means
‘cross.” I wanted to show my
winemaking skills crossing the
Napa and Sonoma winemaking
regions, making the best wines
that the two regions can offer
with their unique terroirs.”

Q: Do you have a winemaking
philosophy?

“At Venge, I follow the
vineyard-first approach. I believe
the quality of the vineyard and
its grapes dictates the quality of
the wine. We favor expressive
aromatics achieved using high-

quality oak, yeast and balanced
ripeness. For purchased fruit, [
try to select exceptional vineyard
sites with a deep appreciation
and understanding of the terroir.
Our signature wines are often
described as ‘opulent,” demonstrat-
ing both balance and structure that
allows for quality and aging.”
What is your favorite wine to
make? Are some easier and some
morve challenging?

“My favorite wine to make
is Cabernet Sauvignon. It has so
much personality and can offer so
many aromas and flavors, and it
can be enjoyed by itself or paired
with food. The easiest wine for
me to make is Syrah. It thrives in
various climates, it’s resistant to
vineyard diseases, has high yields,
and rich flavors and complexity.
The most difficult wine for me
to make is Zinfandel, which is
very sensitive to growing condi-
tions. The grapes tend to ripen
unevenly, and it’s hard to control
its high sugar content. Although
it is often a challenge to make a
balanced and high-quality Zin-
fandel, I am proud of our Zin!”
Q: What is your favorite wine to
drink?

“Every season offers wine
that you can truly enjoy with or
without food. In the fall and winter,
I enjoy aged Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon with its rich and complex
flavors. In the spring and sum-

mer, my favorite wine is Pinot
Noir, with its delicate, fragrant
bouquet, floral and spicy aromas
and mild cherry flavors. Plus, it
makes an excellent food pairing.”
Q: Do you have any advice for
young winemakers just starting
out? Are there any personality
traits a good winemaker should
have?

“I would advise any new
winemaker to stretch his or her
limits and to make the best wine
they can make year after year.

Be a craftsman and dream big,
make a wine that will stand out
from the crowd and create your
own winemaking legacy. Perfec-
tion and hard work are essential
traits of a good winemaker.”

O: What times of your life brought
you the most joy?

“Of course, family, as well as
purchasing a winery. I will always
remember my mother, Dianna
Lynn “Candy” Venge, who unex-
pectedly passed away in 2011. She
had always supported me in all my
decisions and believed in me. As
my first investor, she helped me to
realize my dream and purchase this
Calistoga winery. After her pass-
ing, we dedicated a special reserve
Cabernet Sauvignon from Oakville
District in her name, called DLCV.
It’s our ultimate benchmark of
excellence that is only made in the
best vintages to honor the memory
of my mother, a life force who was,

and will always remain, my life’s
greatest inspiration. Those life
moments and decisions shape who
we are and become an intrinsic
part of our professional legacy.”

Q: When you aren’t making wine,
what do you like to do?

“I am an airplane pilot and love
to fly. I am quite good at fly fishing
and enjoy it in Montana and Idaho.
I love hunting and skiing. Those
hobbies help me to stay balanced
in life and see a broader picture be-
yond just my profession and wine.”
Q: How would you like to be re-
membered?

“If you believe in your dreams,
they usually come true. I love wine
and I’'m grateful for the opportu-
nity to do what I love and share
this labor of love with my family,
friends and our great customers.

I would like to be remembered as
someone who made great wines
and raised their quality to the next
level, followed good business
etiquette and as someone who
always shared his winemaking
experience, treated people well and
made a jewel from his winery.”

(Questions and answers were
edited and condensed for clarity.)

Len Tolstunov is the founder of
Calistoga Wine Society, WSET 3,
and a contributor to the Tribune,
where he writes the column,
Conversations Uncorked.



