ADMISSION POLICY

St. Joseph’s School is a Catholic elementary school owned and operated by the Archdiocese of Vancouver through the Catholic Independent Schools of the Vancouver Archdiocese and the Parish of St. Joseph.

It is the responsibility of the Pastor to ensure the Catholicity of the school.  He is assisted in this by his Parish Education Committee and Principal with the support of every staff member and the cooperation of the school community.  The Pastor, Education Committee and Principal have the right to decide whether or not the school can meet the student’s needs and the family and student can meet the school’s requirements as a prerequisite to acceptance.  This process takes place by way of application and interview(s) before deciding which priority applies to a family.  In those cases where the school decides to accept the student, the family shall read and sign the Family Statement of Commitment prior to being accepted into the school.

The school is mandated to provide a Catholic education for the families of its parish.  In this way parishioners are able to carry out their responsibility of educating their children in the Catholic faith, a faith centered on the salvific sacrifice of our Lord, Jesus Christ.  The school, as an integral part of the parish, is mandated to assist parents in educating their children in the Catholic faith.  We accomplish this as a community of faith.

Based on our mandate, the school is administered under the following policy guidelines with respect to admission/enrolment of children into the school.

1. Children presently enrolled in the school if they and their families meet the expectations of the school.

2. Siblings of children already in the school, whose families are practicing Catholics active in the parish.

3. Children whose families are practicing Catholics active in the parish.

4. Siblings of children already in the school, whose families are practicing Catholics active in other parishes.

5. Children whose families are practicing Catholics coming into the parish, who have been attending Catholic school elsewhere.

6. Children whose families are practicing Catholics active in other parishes.

7. Children whose families are either not practicing Catholics or not active in their parishes.

8. Non-Catholics.  Enrolment of more than 15% non-Catholics in any grade requires the approval of the Board of Directors.  Once accepted into the school, non-Catholics need meet only the criteria expected of other students to be re-admitted in subsequent years.  Siblings of non-Catholics cannot be given priority over Catholics.

Families shall read and sign the Statement of Commitment prior to being accepted into a school.  For purposes of this policy, “practicing Catholics” shall mean those individuals who are registered in a parish and attend Sunday Mass regularly; “active in a parish” shall mean those who support the parish by using envelopes (no minimum amount specified) and participate in the work activities required of them.

