TRAILERING SAFETY
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Preparation for the Road

Snowmobile trailers must be licensed, must display the
license plate with an annual validation tag, and must be in-
spected annually by a state-certified trailer inspection agent.

Custom built trailers must meet all equipment require-
‘ments of Section 375 of the Vehicle and Traffic Law as well as.
all other requirements, and must be assigned a vehicle identifica-
tion number by the Department of Motor Vehicles.

Trailers weighing less than 1,000 pounds unloaded are
‘exempt from title requirements. The regstration receipt is proof
‘of ownership and may be used to sell the traile. Tralers weighing
‘over 1,000 pounds unloaded must be titled. The tile is the proof
‘of ownership. Consult the Department of Motor Vehicles for more
information on snowmobile trailers.

Insurance s not required because the trailer is covered by
the insurance on the vehicle that is towing i, as long as the traler
s attached.

Make sure that your tow vehicle is equipped with a heavy
duty flasher, has the correct ballsize for the trailer coupler,and is
rated to tow the combined weight of the trailer and snowmobiles.

Carefully attach the trailer to the tow vehicle us-
ing these steps:

«  Drop the coupler on the ball and check the con-
‘nection by pulling up on the trailer tongue.

©  Cross the safety chains under the hitch to keep
the tongue off the ground if the hitch breaks.

« Plugin the wiring hamess and check all the lights for
proper operation

« Make sure you have your spare tire with a jack and
tools that will work on the trailer.

Safe Loading and Unloading Practices

The safest way to load snowmobiles onto a traler is
to walk them up onto the trailer deck. Ride the snowmo-
bile o the edge of the deck or ramp. Then get off, and walking
slowly along side of the snowmobile, squeeze the throttle just
enough to move the machine onto the trailer Keep your other
hand ready to use the brake while doing this.Be very careful
not to overshoot. When the snowmobile has reached the
correct point, set the parking brake and secure the snowmo-
bile o the triler before loading the next one.

Never attempt to transport a snowmobile backwards
on a trailer, as it upsets the trailer balance, leadiing to
potentially lethal fish-tailing. Wind pressure can ip the wind-
shield off the backwards snowmobile on an open traler.

You should have approximately 60 percent of the load
weight of the snowmobiles positioned ahead of the raer axle
Otherwise, the trailer will tend to wander badly behind the
tow vehicle, making it very difficult and unsafe to tow. In an
extreme situation, the trailer willish-til violently with the po-
tential to break loose from the tow vehicle or cause the driver
tolose control of the ig

When unloading,remove the hold-downs and release
parking brake. Depending on the traler design, you may be
able to start the machine and walk it off the trailer deck, or
you may have to pul it off backwards onto the ground. This is
always easier with a well-maintained snowmobile that olls
easily. Addition of plastic trailer sides also makes unloading
backwards a great deal easier.

Please note that there are several different types of trail-
ers.You should consult your ovwner's manual for the safest way
toload your snowmobile.





image2.png
Securing Snowmobiles for Transport

Any time you trailer a snowmobile, it should be secured
‘to the trailer at both ends. Almost all trailers sold for snow-
mobile use have some sort of ski tie-downs. You should
also use a web strap to secure the back end of the snow-
‘mobile. This will prevent the machine from bouncing around
on the trailer, and could save your sled if the ski tie-downs fail,
‘which does happen occasionally.

Finally, cover your machine for transport if itis on an
‘open trailer. Secure a fabric cover completely so it won't flap
in the breeze and destroy itself. Special care should be taken to
protect the front suspension from road grit and debris which
will literally sand-blast the ski suspension to the point of severe
‘damage and even failure. There are many types of protection
strategies, ranging from totally enclosed trailers to various
kinds of trailer front shields (often called salt shields) to special
fabric gaiters that wrap around the suspensions or enclose the
entire front of the snowmobile.

Trailer Maintenance

Tralers need maintenance justlie any other vehicle. All
lights must work. Wheel bearings should be checked and
greased annually. Everything about the trailer including
the frame, tongue and tit-pn, springs, safety chains, lcense
plate holder, tiedowns, and brakes i so equipped should be
inspected by the owner at least once a season for struc-
tural and operational ntegrity. Some items ke a lcense plate
mounted under the deck, should be checked much mre often.

Traler tres need specia attention. Tires are subject
to diy rot as they age, and any tires showing sidewall or
tread cracks should be replaced immediately. Tire and rim
packages are not a completel sealed system and are subject
o ir pressure loss even while sitting unused. Airpressure in
a tire decreases about one pound (1 Ib) for every ten degree
(10° F) drop of ambient air temperature. Tireinflation pressures
are usually given for 70 degree weather This means that a ire
which wias inflated to the manufacturer's specification on a
warm day in October will be sgnificantly under inflated on a
sub-zero February morning. Since under-inflaton is one of the
leading causes of tire failure,tire pressures shold be checked
frequently with a gauge in the winter.But never nflate a tre
beyond the maximum pressure shown on the sidewall,

Trailer Theft Prevention

Your trailer and the snowmobiles on it are an inviing
target for thieves to simply tow away. It is always a good idea
tolock your trailer. The best locks prevent insertion of a ball
in the coupler. Another strateqy is o use a tailr tire boot that
prevents the tailer from rolling. Just make sure that your spare
tire is not accessibleif you choose this type of security device.
Itsalso not a bad idea o lock your traler onto your
tow vehicle ifyou leave it stting unattended. If you have a
receiver-style hitch, remember to lock the receiver, too. But
remove the lock when you begin to tow. In the event of an ac-
cident, quick removal of the raler could be a rtical factor.




